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NEW  WORKS, 

TO  BE 

JDulilJSsDci)  in  tfie  Course  of  SDccembec, 

15Y  LONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,  ORME,  AND  BROWN, 

PATERNOSTEJunoir, 


PARIS  REVISITED  IN  1815; 

Bv  Way  of  Bnisspis;  iiiclutlin^  a Walk  over  the  Field  of  Battle  at  Waterloo;  Ob*scrTations  on  the 
late  jfloi-ious  Military  Anecdote#  of  the  Kng-ag-einent^;  a View  of  the  Capital  of 

France  when  in  the  Occupation  of  the  Enj^lisii  and  Prussian  Troops;  a minute  Account  of  the 
whole  Proceeding;#  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  plundered  Works  of  Art  from  the  Louvre,  with 
Reflections  on  this  Measure;  concluding*  with  a Chapter  on  the  Political  Temper  and  Condition  of 
France,  and  the  Character  of  the  Bijurbon  Government.  By  JOHN  SCOJ'T,  Author  of  the  Visit  to 
Palis,  in  1S14 ; and  Editor  of  the  Champion,  a Political  and  Literary  Journal.  In  1 vol.Svo. 

TRAVELS  OF  ALT  BEY, 

In  Morocco,  Tripoli,  Cyprus,  Epypt,  Arabia,  Syria,  and  Turkey,  between  the  Years  1803  and 
ISOT.  WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF,  and  Translated  into  Etig-lish*  Illustrated  by  ?rlaps  and  numer- 
ous Plates. 

THE  antiquary,  a Novet.. 

By  the  AUTHOR  ofWAVERLEY  and  GUY  MANNERtNC,  in  Three  Vols.l2mo. 

TRAVELS  IN  BELOOCHISTAN  ANT:>  SINDE, 

Accompanied  by  a Geo|?raphical  and  Historical  Acxoimt  of  those  Countries,  with  a Map.  By 
LIEUTEN  ANT  HENRY  POT'PINGER,  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Coinpany-s  Service,  Assist- 
ant to  tl^c  Resident  at  the  Court  of  his  Hi^^hne^'S  the  Pcishwa,  and  late  Assistant  and  Surveyor  with 
the  Missions  to  Siiide  and  Persia.  Illustrated  by  a Map.  In  One  Volume  Quarto.  ^ 

PAUL’S  LETTERS  TO  HIS  KINSFOLKS, 

Being  a Series  of  Letters  from  the  Continent,  in  Svo. 

THE  LIFE  OF  JAMES  THE  SECOND, 

KING  OF  ENGLAND, 

Collected  out  of  Memoirs  writ  of  his  own  Hand  ; also,  King*  James’s  Advice  to  his  Son  ; and  that 
Monarch’s  last  Will,  dated  November  17,  K1H8.  The  whole  to  be  edite<l  by  order  of  his  Royal 
Hig"hness  the  Prince  Repent,  by  1;ht>  Rev.  .1.  S.  Clarke,  LL.  B.  F.R.S.  Historiographer  to  the  King-, 
Chaplain  of  the  Household,  and  Librarian  to  his  Royal  Highness* 

VALENTINE’S  EVE,  A Novel. 

By  Mrs.  OPIE.  In  3 Volumes  l^mo. 

THE  CATHEDRAL  ANTIQUITIES  OF  ENGLAND; 

Or,  an  Historical,  Architectural,  and  Graphical  'Tlhistrntion  of  the  English  Cathedral  (’hurches. 
By  JOHN  BRITTON,  F.  S.  A.  Price  1 '2s.  per  Number  in  Me<lium  ito. : and  If,  inlmperi.nl  4to. 
Each  Size  to  class  with  the  Architectural  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain* 

The  first  Portion  of  the  above  Work  contains  a History  and  Illustration  of  Salisbury  Cathedral, 
with  3!  Engravings,  in  five  Numbers,  Medium  4to.  31.  Imperial  4to.  hf.  6«. ; Crown  Folio,  8f.; 
Super-royal  Folio,  Ilf.  Bds.  The  Cathodral  of  Norwich  will  lollow  that  of  Salisbury. 

THE  BOTANIST’S  COMPANION, 

Containing  Descriptions  of  all  the  Plants  growing  wild  in  this  Country,  and  also  such  as  are  cul- 
tivated for  the  Ptirposes  of  Medicine,  witii  an  Account  of  their  Virtues,  Prepar.ation,  ftc.  Also, 
Descriptions  of  the  Nature.  Uses,  and  Culture  of  the  British  Grasses,  and  other  Planis  useful  in 
Agiiculture,  the  Arts,  and  Rural  (Economy,  with  the  best*Modcs  of  forming  Meadow  and  Pasture 
Land.  To  which  is  added,  a familiar  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Linn>ean  System  of  Botany, 
for  the  Use  of  Persons  who  wish  to  acquire  a Knowledge  of  Plants.  By  W.  SALISBURY,  In  Two 
Volumes,  Duodecimo. 

The  Uses  and  Culture  of  Plants  ho've  engaged  the  particular  Attention  of  the  Author  for 
the  last  Thirty-five  Years,  part  of  which  Time  he  has  devoted  to  the  conducting  Experiments  for 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  which  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  ascertniniag  many  useful  FncH 
relative  to  the  British  (brasses,  Ac.  not  before  noticed. 


NEW  WORKS, 
ie  putilisTjeo  tit  December, 

BY  LONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,  ORME,  AND  BROWN,  PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

HINTS 

ADDRESSED  TO  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  ORCHARDS,  AND  THE  GROWERS  OF 
FRUIT  IN  GENERAL, 

fUustrative  of  (he  Injury  Trees  are  subject  to,  in  the  present  Mode  ot  Culture,  comprising*  also 
the  Natural  History  of  the  most  coinmon  Insects  that  infest  Fruit  and  other  Trees,  and  partiou- 
larly  of  the  Aphia  lanata^  or  American  Blighty  with  the  Result  of  some  Experiments  made  with  a 
View  to  })revent  its  present  Ravages  on  the  Apple  Trees,  occasioned  by  Observations  made 
duringaTour  through  our  principal  Cyder  Counties  this  Autumn.  By  WM.  SALISBURY. 

“ Slouthi'ull  and  negligent  Hinds  say,  That  a tree  must  never  be  touched  after  it  is  planted; 
but  a good  Husbandman  saith,  be  still  doing  one  good  turne  or  another  unto  the  Earth  and  the 
Tree,  and  they  will  doe  the  like  to  you  againe.” 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

By  SHARON  TURNER,  F.  S.  A.  Volume  the  Second,  containing  the  History  of  the  Reigns  of 
Edward  I.  Edward  II.  Edward  HI.  Richard  II.  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  V.— Also  the  History  of  Reli- 
gion in  England — The  History  of  English  Poetry,  and  of  the  English  Language  and  Prose  Litera- 
ture. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  FICTION  ; 

Being  a Critical  Account  of  the  most  celebrated  Prose  Works  of  Fiction,  from  the  earliest 
Greek  Romances  to  the  Novels  of  the  present  Age.  By  JOHN  DUNLOP.  A new  Edition,  in  Three 
Vols.  Post  8vo.  printed  by  Ballantyne,  uniformly  with  Mr.  Ellis’s  Early  English  Romances. 


ANNALS  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  GEORGE  THE  THIRD. 

By  JOHN  AIKIN,  M.  D.  In  Two  Volumes,  Octavo. 


THE  ENTIRE  WORKS  OF  HENRY  HOWARD,  EARL  OF 
SURRY,  AND  SIR  THOMAS  WYATT,  the  Elder. 

Containing  much  n w and  curious  Matter,  with  Notes,  Critical  and  E.iplanatory,  &c.  &c. 

By  G.  F.  NOTT,  D.  D.  F.  S.  A.  late  Fellow  of  All  Souls  College,  Oxford. 

The  Publication  will  be*  comprised  in  2 voLs.  4to.  embolHsiied  with  highly-finished  Portraits, 
&c.  The  Number  printed  will  be  limited  to  50  Cox>ie.s  on  Royal  4to.,  and  400  on  Demy  4to. 


CENSURA  LITERARIA, 

Containing  Titles,  Extracts,  and  Opinions  of  Old  English  Books,  especially  those  which  are 
scarce.  By  Sir  EGERTON  BP-YDGES,  Bart.  K.  J.  M.  P.  A new  Edition.  In  Ten  Volumes,  Octavo. 
The  Impression  of  this  Work  consists  of  only  100  Copies. 


WITT’S  RECREATIONS, 

Refined  and  augmented  with  ingenious  Conceites  for  the  Wittie,  and  Merrie  Medicines  for  the 
Melancholic.  Printed  from  the  Edition  of  1610.  To  which  will  be  added,  some  Prefatory  Remarks 
and  Memoirs  of  Sir  John  Mennes,  and  Dr.  Smith.  And  Wit  Restor’d,  in  severall  select  Poems 
not  formerly  publish’t,  London,  1038.  Also  Musarum  Deliciie ; or  the  Muses  Recreation,  containing 
severall  Pieces  of  Poetique  Wit,  London,  1656.  The  three  Works  to  be  printed  in  two  Volumes, 
with  all  the  Cuts  re-engrav<jd  by  Mr.  Bewick. 


MONASTIC  AND  BARONIAL  REMAINS, 

By  J.G.  PARKYNS.Esq.  In  Two  Volumes  royal  8vo.  Illustrated  by  upwards  of  100  Engravings. 


SPEECHES 

Of  the  LATE  RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  BURKE.  In  Four  Volumes.  Octavo. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

Undertaken  in  the  Summer  of  the  Ye.ar  1313;  and  commencing  from  the  Land’s  End,  Cornwall. 
By  RICHARD  AYTON.  With  a Series  of  Views  illustrative  of  the  Character  and  prominent 
Features  of  the  Coast,  engraved  by  Wiluam  Danieli,,  A.  R.  A.  from  his  own  Drawings,  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  Purpose. 

A Number  will  be  published  every  Month,  containing  Two  Plates,  coloured,  with  Sixteen  Pages 
of  Letter-press.  In  Imperial  4to.  Price  I-Os.  6d.  Nos.  1 to  19  are  already  published. 

Just  published.  Volume  I.  comprising  the  first  Portion  from  the  Laud’s  End,  Cornwall,  to  Holyhead, 
containing  26  coloured  Plates  and  a Vignette,  Price  7f.  IDs.  half-bound,  Morocco  Back. 


SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS  OF 
LOPE  FELIX  DE  VEGA  CARPIO. 

By  HENRY  RICHARD  LORD  HOLLAND.  A new  Edition,  with  Additions.  In  Two  Volumes 

small  Octavo. 


THE  CLASSES  AND  ORDERS  OF 

THE  LINNAIAN  SYSTEM  OF  BOTANY, 

Illustrated  by  Select  Specimens  of  Foreign  and  Indigenous  Plants.  In  Three  Volumes  Octavo. 

ORIENTAL  CUSTOMS, 

Or,  an  ILLUSTRATION  of  the  SACRED  SCRIPTURES,  by  an  explanatory  Application  of  the 
Customs  and  Manners  of  the  Eastern  Nations ; and  especially  the  Jews,  therein  alluded  to.  Col- 
lected from  the  most  celebrated  Travellers,  and  the  most  eminent  Critics.  By  the  Rev. 
SAMUEL  BURDER,  A.  M.  In  2 vols.  8vo.  The  Fifth  Edition. 


Jane  1815. 


MEDICAL  WORKS, 

preparing  for  puftitcatton 

BY  LONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,  ORME,  AND  BROWN,  LONDON. 


On  the  1st  of  October,  1815,  will  be  Published, 

FASCICULUS  IV.  Of  a 

SERIES  OF  ENGRAVINGS 

OF 

DELINEATIONS  OF  THE  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES, 

Comprised  in  the  Classification  of  the  late  Sr.  Willan; 

Bein^  a Republication  of  the  greater  Part  of  the  Engravings  of  that  Author,  in  an  ixnproved  State,  together 
lha  New  Series,  which  will  comprehend  the  remainder  of  the  System,  as  completed  in  the  “ PaAcTicAjt 
Nopsis  OF  CuTAMEOus  DISEASES,”  the  whole  being  intended  to  illustrate  the  principal  Genera  and  Species 
scribed  in  that  Work. 

BY  T.  BATEMAN,  M.  D.  F.  L.  S. 

Physician  to  the  Public  Dispensary,  and  to  the  Fever  Institution, 

Fasciculus  I.  II.  and  III.  are  published,  with  coloured  Plates,  Price  11.  Is.  each. 


THE  MORBID  ANATOMY  OF  THE  LIVER, 

BEING  AN  IN4UIRY  INTO  THE 

Anatomical  Character,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment, 

OF  CERTAIN 

[SEASES  WHICH  IMPAIR  OR  DESTROY  THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THAT  VISCUS. 

ORDER  I.— TUMOURS. 

PART  III. 

a which  the  Subject  of  Tubera  will  be  concluded  by  some  rare  Varieties;  and  the  two  very  remarkable 
pera  of  Scirrhus  and  Hydatids  will  be  described  by  Cases,  and  Illustrated  by  very  highly-finished  coloured 
^ravings,  faithfully  representing  the  Morbid  Appearances.  The  Relation  of  true  Scirrhus  to  Tubera  will 
« be  demonstrated,  and,  at  the  same  Time,  the  Distinction  in  its  Anatomical  Character  from  Chronic 
Ipatitis,  with  whicli  it  has  been  confounded,  will  be  pointed  out. 

In  Imperial  Quarto. 

By  J.  R.  FARRE,  M.  D. 

Part  I.  and  II.  may  be  had.  Price  15s.  each. 


COMMENTARIES 

I ON  SOME  OP 

THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 

Part  the  First.— Containing  Observations  on  the  Moi'tality  ofjllluldren— on  Diet-^Dentition— Convulsive 
ectionso-lnflamraatioa  of  the  Brain — Hydrocephalus  internu9-~and  Epilepsy. 

BY  JOHN  CLARKE,  M.D.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Just  published,  in  royal  8vo.  price  lOs.  fid.  Boards, 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THOSE 

DISEASES  OF  FEMALES, 

Which  are  attended  hy  Discharges, 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  COPPER-PLATES  OF  THE  DISEASES,  &c. 

By  CHARLES  MANSFIELD  CLARKE, 

EMBER  Olf  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS ; SURGEON  TO  THE  QUEEN’S  LYING-IN-HOS- 
« PITAL ; AND  LECTURER  OF  MIDWIFERY  IN  LONDON, 

t n— MUCOUS  DISCHARGES.  In  Royal  8vo.  including  the  History  and  Treatment  of  those  Complaiute 
which  ai'e  attended  by  Sanguinous,  Watery*  and  Pwrulent  Discharge, 


AN  ESSAY 


On  the  Chemical  History  and  Medical  Treatment  of  Urinary  Calculi^ 

WITH  PLATES. 

BY  ALEXANDER  BTARCET,  BT.  D.F.  R.  S. 

One  of  the  Physicians  to  Guy’s  Hospital. 


THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  SURGERY, 

AS  THEY  REL.\TE  TO 

WOUNDS,  ULCERS,  AND  FISTULAS ; 

ANEURISM  AND  WOUNDED  ARTERIES;  FRACTURES  OF  THE  LIMBS,  AND  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE 
MILITARY  AND  HOSPITAL  SURGEON. 

ALSO, 

of  Surgical  iDpcratioip?, 

CONTAINING  THE 

FRINCIPLES  OF  SURGERY,  AS  THEY  RELATE  TO  SURGICAL  DISEASE; 

AND  OPERATIONS: 

AND  A SERIES  OF  CASES,  CALCULATED  TO  ILLUSTRATE  CHIEFLY  THE  DOCTRINE  OF 
TUMOURS,  AND  OTHER  IRREGULAR  PARTS  OF  SURGERY; 

AND  TO  INSTHUCT  THE  YOUNG  SURGEON  HOW  TO  FORM  UI3  PROGNOSTICS  AND  TO  PLAN  HIS  OPERATIONS. 

BY  JOHN  BELL,  SURGEON. 

Part  VII. — To  he  completed  in  Twelve  Monthly  Parts, 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  PLATES,  MANY  OF  WHICH  WILL  BE  BEAUTIFULL 

COLOURED. 

As  the  Number  of  Copies  is  necessarily  limited  to  TWO  HUNDRED  ithe  greater  Part  of  which 
nlreadif  subscribed  for),  those  Persons  who  wish  to  possess  the  Work  will  have  the  goodness  to  forwai’d  the 
Names,  through  the  Medium  of  their  Booksellers,  to  the  Publishers. 


THE  PHARMACOPOEIA 


— « ^ — OF  THE 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  OF  LONDON,  1809. 

TRANSLATED  INTO  ENGLISH.  WITH  NOTES,  &c. 

BY  R.  POWELL,  BI.D. 

Fellow  of  tl>e  College,  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  and  the  Magdalen  Hospitals.  A.New  Edition,  revise 

and  corrected.  IiiSvo. 


Just  published.  Price  12s.  Boards. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  TRANSACTIONS, 

PUBLTSnED  BY  THE 

BIEDICAL  AND  CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

VOLUME  THE  SIXTH, — Vols.  I.  to  V,  may  be  had,  Price  4^.  3s.  Boards,  illustrated  with  Plates. 


ENGRAVINGS  FROM  SPECIMENS  OF  MORBID  PART^ 

PRESERVED  IN 

MR.  CHARLES  BELL’S  COLLECTION  NOW  IN  WINDMILL  STREET, 

AND  selected  FROM  THE  DIVISIONS  INSCRIBED 

URETHRA,  VESICA,  REN,  MORBOSA  ET  L^SA  ; 

Containing  Specimens  of  every  Disease  which  is  attended  with  Change  of  Structure  in  these  Parts,  a 
exhibiting  the  Injuries  from  the  Bougie,  Catheter,  Caustic,  Trochar,  and  Lithotomy  Knife  incautiously  usei 
Tlie  Work  win  be  published  in  Four  Fasciculi,  of  Ten  Plates  each,  in  Folio.  The  first  and  second  Fascicu 
will  contain  Specimens  of  diseased  Urethra,  and  of  the  Canal  injured  by  Operations,  with  Plans  to  direct  1 
Use  of  Instruments.  Fasciculus  U.  Imperial  folio. 


A TREATISE  ON  SOME  PRACTICAL  POINTS 

RELATING  TO  THE 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

BY  THE  LATE  JOHN  CUNNINGHAM  SAUNDERS, 

.EMOVSTHATOR  OF  ANATOMY  AT  ST.  IHOMAS’S  HOSPITAU,  FOUNDEE  AND  SUEGEON  OF  THE  lONDON  INFIEMAAY  FOE 

CUBING  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE: 

To  which  is  added,  a short  Account  ofthe  Autlior’s  Life,  and  his  Methodpf  curing  the  Congenital  Catarac* 

by  his  Friend  and  Colleague  ' * 

. . J-  a.  farre,  bi.  d. 

A new  Edition,  in  Demy  Svo.  illustrated  with  Eight  Engravings,  and  a Portrait  of  the  Author, 


J 


MEDICAL  BOOKS, 

JLatel?  pulilisiljcti  Ip 

LONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,  ORME,  AND  BROWN,  PATERNOSTER-ROW, 


An  ESSAY  on  the  VENEREAL  DIS- 

5ES,  which  have  been  confounded  with  Syphilis, 
the  Symptoms  which  exclusively  arise  from  that 
jon.  Illustrated  by  Drawings  of  the  Cutaneous 
ptionsoftrue  Syphilis,  and  the  resembling  Diseases. 

By  RICHARD  CARMICHAEL,  M.  R,  I.  A. 
sident  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland, 
d one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  Dublin. 
Juarto.  Part  1, and  Part  9,  with  coloured  plates, 
Price  li.  bs,  sewed. 

The  HISTORY  of  the  SMALL-POX. 

By  JAMES  MOORE. 

mber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London, 
geon  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  Life  Guards,  and  Direc- 
of  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment:  also,  Au- 
: of  the  Campaign  in  Spain  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  John 
)re,  K.  B.  In  8vo.  with  an  engraved  Frontispiece, 
;e  12s.  Boards. 

he  Progress  of  the  Small-Pox  is  traced  from  its 
Jntal  Origin,  to  Arabia,  Africa,  Europe,  and  Ame- 
l;  and  interspersed  with  Historical  and  Biographi 
Incidents. 

PATHOLOGICAL  RESEARCHES. 

By  J.  R.  FARRE,  M.  D. 

ssay  I.  On  MALFORMATIONS  of  the  HUMAN 
ART  ; illustrated  by  numerous  Cases,  and  Five 
tes,  containing  Fourteen  Figures ; and  preceded  by 
le  Observations  on  the  Method  of  improving  the 
gnostic  part  of  Medicine. 

In  royal  8vo.  Price  7s.  Sewed. 

4.  TREATISE  on  the  HISTORY,  NA- 

RE,  and  TREATMENT  of  CHINCOUGH;  includ- 
a Variety  of  Cases  and  Dissections.  To  which  is 
joined,  an  Inquiry  into  the  relative  Mortality  of 
principal  Diseases  of  Children,  and  the  Numbers 
> have  died  under  Ten  Years  of  Age,  in  Glasgow, 
ing  tlie  last  Thirty  Years. 

By  ROBERT  WATT,  M.  D. 
jturer  on  the  Theory  and  on  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  Glasgow. 

I In  8vo.  10s.  6d.  Boards. 

i PRACTICAL  SYNOPSIS  of  CUTA- 

OUS  DISEASES,  according  to  the  Arrangement  of 
WILLAN,  exhibiting  a concise  View  of  the  Diag- 
tic  Symptoms,  and  the  Method  of  Treatment. 

By  THOMAS  BATEMAN,  M.  D.  F.L.  S, 

’sician  to  the  Public  Dispensary,  and  to  the  Fever 
Institution. 

ivo.  (illustrated  by  a coloured  Plate  of  the  Eight 
Orders),  the  Third  Edition,  Price  12s.  in  Boards. 

The  SURGICAL  WORKS  of  JOHN 

ERNETHY,F.  R.S.  &c.  &c.  &c. — Completein  2 vols. 

. Price  1^.  11^.  Boards,  consisting  of— Part  I.  On  the 
stilutional  Origin,  Treatment  of  Local  Diseases, 
on  Aneurisms,  Price  — Part  II.  On  Diseases  re- 

ibling  Syphilis,  and  on  Diseases  of  the  Urethra, 
:e  6^, — Partin.  On  Injuries  of  the  Head,  and  Mis- 
aneous  Subjects,  Price  Is. — Part  IV.  On  Lumber 
ice.sses  and  Tumours,  Price  An  Inquiry  into 
Probability  and  Rationality  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  Theory 
life.  Price  45,  ad. ; and  an  Introductory  Lecture  for 
Year  1815,  exhibiting  some  of  Mr.  Hunter’s  Opi- 
13  respecting  Diseases.  Price  2«. 

The  PRINCIPLES  of  SURGERY  ; Vo- 

e the  First.  By  JOHN  BELL,  Surgeon. 

1 1 large  vol.  royal  4to.  illustrated  by  80  Engrav- 
(,  many  of  them  accurately  coloured  from  Natux’e. 
:e  iL  in, 

— Volume  the  Second.  In  Two 

ts,  royal  4to.  illustrated  by  numerous  Engravings. 
:e  bl.  5s. 

Volume  the  Tliird.  In  royal 
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A TREATISE  on  FEVER,  with  Obserrl 

tions  on  the  Practice  adopted  for  its  Cure  in  the  FevI 
Hospital  and  House  of  Recovery  in  Dublin.  Illustratf 
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the  Terms  in  Anatomy,  Physiology, Practice  of  Phyil 
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I.  Cases  o/’ Diabetes,  hy  Richard  Patrick 
Satterley,  M.D.  Fellozi)  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Rhysicians^  and  Rhysician  to  the 
Middlesex  and  Foundling  Hospitals. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  31st  March,  1813. 

The  Paper  which  has  been  recently 
read  before  the  College,  on  the  subject 
of  Diabetes,  by  my  friend  Dr.  War- 
ren, suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of 
submitting  to  their  consideration  the 
following  cases,  in  which  a very  op- 
posite mode  of  treatment  has  been 
pursued.  As  these  are  brought  for- 
ward rather  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
practice  employed,  than  in  illustration 
of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  itself, 
VoL.  V.  B I have 
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I have  confined  myself  to  that  detail 
of  symptoms  which  might  be  sufficient 
to  prove  the  identity  of  the  disease, 
and  the  effect  of  the  remedy. 

In  these  cases,  especially  in  the 
first,  or  principal  one,  if  any  doubt 
could  be  entertained,  either  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  disease,  or  of 
the  value  of  the  remedy,  I might  ap- 
peal to  my  friends  and  colleagues. 
Dr.  Gower  and  Dr.  Price,  under  whose 
observation  the  whole  cure  was  con- 
ducted, and  without  whose  cordial 
sanction  and  assistance,  I might  have 
hesitated  to  have  resorted  to  such  vi- 
gorous measures. 

John  Manley,  32  years  of  age,  was 
brought  to  the  Middlesex  Hospital  on 
the  19th  of  February,  1808.  He 
appeared  wan  and  dejected,  his  coun- 
tenance was  sallow,  and  his  strength 
very  much  diminished  ; he  complained 
of  great  thirst,  a constant  desire  for 
food,  and  an  uneasy  sensation  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  ; his  eyes  were  pe- 
culiarly 
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culiarly  white,  his  tongue  was  thickly 
covered  with  a milky  fur  and  was  very 
dry,  his  gums  were  of  a dark  colour 
and  spongy,  and  his  teeth  were  loos- 
ened ; his  skin  was  harsh  and  dry, 
and  so  lax,  that  it  might  be  gathered 
up  in  folds  ; his  body  was  costive,  and 
he  suffered  much  from  a prolapsus  of 
the  anus.  He  passed  his  urine  fre- 
quently, being  obliged  to  get  out  of 
bed  10  or  12  times  in  a night.  He 
complained  of  chills,  succeeded  by 
burning  heats,  and  his  pulse  was 
quick,  very  small,  and  hard.  The 
most  urgent  symptom  was  a pain  in 
the  loins,  which  he  described  as  al- 
ways severe,  but  at  times  excessively 
acute.  His  testicles  also  were  occa- 
sionally retracted.  For  more  than 
three  months  he  had  lived  in  the  poor- 
house,  unable  to  make  the  slightest 
exertion;  indeed  his  debility  was  so 
extreme,  that  without  assistance  he 
was  unable  to  walk  to  the  ward.  He 
B 2 had 
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had  been  ill  nearly  six  months,  and 
ascribed  his  complaints  to  his  having 
drunk  copiously  of  cold  water  when 
over-heated,  a circumstance  which 
gives  great  support  to  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Mead,  who  attributes  the  greater 
prevalence  of  Diabetes  among  the  mo- 
derns than  among  the  ancients,  to  this 
very  cause  of  quenching  the  thirst  by 
cold  instead  of  warm  fluids. 

I merely  directed  that  ^iss.  of  cas- 
tor oil  should  be  taken  immediately, 
and  repeated  if  necessary.  On  the 
following  morning  I found  that  in  the 
preceding  24  hours,  he  had  passed  16 
quarts  of  urine,  which  had  the  violet 
smell,  was  sweet  to  the  taste,  and 
which  yielded  on'  evaporation,  from 
each  pound,  more  than  |iss.  of  a 
black  treacle.  When  the  urine  was 
first  made,  very  minute  globules  of  an 
unctuous  substance  were  seen  floating 
in  it,  which,  as  it  cooled,  collected  in 
large  quantities  on  the  surface.  This 

no 
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no  doubt  was  the  oil,  which  is  men- 
tioned by  authors  as  observable  in  di- 
abetic urine. 

Considering  that  whatever  might  be 
the  cause  of  the  increased  flow  of 
urine,  there  was  strong  evidence  of 
some  inflammatory  action  in  the  kid- 
neys ; and  finding  from  the  able  work 
of  Dr.  W att  of  Glasgow,  that  even  in 
Diabetes  itself,  the  lancet  had  been 
usefully  employed ; I might  further 
add,  considering  the  hopeless  state  of 
my  patient,  I did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
termine on  a trial  of  the  effect  of 
blood-letting  : Sxiv  of  blood  were 

accordingly  drawn  from  the  arm, 
and  a large  blister  was  applied  to 
the  loins.  He  was  ordered  a meat 
diet,  and  was  directed  to  limit  his 
drink  to  that  quantity  which  might 
be  adequate  to  allay,  though  not  to 
satiate,  his  distressing  thirst.  In  the 
24  hours  subsequent  to  the  bleeding, 
he  had  passed  1 1 quarts  of  urine  only, 
and  had  restricted  his  drink  to  eight, 

three 
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three  pints  of  which  had  been  lime- 
water.  The  pain  in  the  kidneys  was 
very  little  abated,  and  his  pidse  was 
hard,  but  not  increased  in  frequency; 
he  expressed  a sense  of  relief,  and  was 
fully  satisfied  that  he  was  better  and 
stronger.  The  appearance  of  the 
blood  was  peculiar ; it  was  a homo- 
geneous mass,  in  colour  almost  black, 
and  in  it  no  separation  of  serum  and 
crassamentum  was  distinguishable.  It 
had  so  little  cohesion,  that  a fork  pass- 
ed through  it  with  no  greater  resist- 
ance than  through  treacle,  to  which 
indeed  it  bore  a much  nearer  resem- 
blance than  to  blood.  He  was  again 
bled  to  Ixviij,  and  a grain  of  calomel 
with  a few  grains  of  the  compound 
ipecacuanha  powder  were  given  every 
night,  and  the  castor  oil  was  repeated 
as  often  as  it  appeared  to  be  necessary. 
I saw  him  on  the  following  morning : 
he  had  borne  the  second  loss  of  blood 
as  well  as  the  first,  he  neither  felt  faint 
or  weaker,  but  expressed  the  same 

sense 
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sense  of  relief  as  before.  The  pftin  in 
the  kidneys  was  lessened,  and  the  urine 
was  reduced  to  six  quarts.  The  blood 
looked  more  natural  in  its  texture,  and 
a slight  separation  had  taken  place  af- 
ter it  had  stood  a few  hours. 

On  the  23rd,  the  quantity  of  urine 
was  increased  to  nine  quarts,  and  the 
patient  seemed  heavy  and  dull : ixx  of 
blood  were  taken  away,  and  the  other 
remedies  continued  ; the  urine  was  re- 
duced to  six  quarts  on  the  following 
day,  but  on  the  25th  the  patient  was 
more  irritable,  complained  that  his 
thirst  was  immoderate,  that  his  night 
had  been  restless,  that  his  skin  Avas 
more  dry,  and  that  the  pain  in  the 
kidneys  was  more  acute  ; |xx  of  blood 
were  taken,  and  as  the  castor  oil  failed 
in  keeping  the  bowels  lax,  although 
he  took  six  and  eight  ounces  a day, 
some  aloetic  pills  and  the  common 
purging  draughts  were  substituted  for 
it,  and  the  compound  ipecacuanha 
powder  was  directed  to  be  taken  every 

six 
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six  Incurs.  The  blood  was  of  mucli 
firmer  consistence,  and  more  natural 
in  its  appearance ; the  crassamentum 
was  covered  with  a membrane  analo- 
gous to  the  huffy  coat,  but  of  an  in- 
tensely bright  scarlet  colour.  He  ex-- 
perienced  great  comfort  from  this  loss 
of  blood,  and  on  the  28th  I learned 
that  the  urine  passed  in  24  hours  had 
varied  for  several  days,  from  five  to 
seven  quarts,  at  which  last  quantity  it 
was  on  that  morning.  He  seemed 
more  uneasy  and  complaining,  but  he 
was  able  to  walk  about  the  ward,  and 
was  fully  confident  of  recovery:  ?xviij 
of  blood  were  drawn,  and,  as  he  was 
tired  of  lime-water,  alum  whey  was 
substituted.  I saw  him  again  on  the 
following  day,  when  he  expressed  great 
satisfaction  at  the  relief  he  had  expe- 
rienced from  the  last  bleeding.  The 
pain  in  the  loins  he  described  as  great- 
ly diminished,  but  not  altogether  re- 
moved, his  thirst  was  less  urgent,  and 
his  night  had  been  comfortable  ; for 

the 
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the  first  time  he  observed  a little  mois- 
ture on  the  skin,  his  tongue  had  gra- 
dually become  cleaner,  but  it  was  still 
white.  On  the  3rd  of  March,  his 
urine  measured  six  quarts,  on  the  4th, 
seven  and  a half;  his  countenance  was 
more  cheerful,  he  was  in  excellent  spi- 
rits, and  his  strength  so  much  increased 
that  he  walked  out  into  the  garden ; 
but  as  his  pulse  was  more  frequent 
and  hard,  and  as  the  pain  in  the  loins 
was  rather  increased,  §xviij  of  blood 
were  again  taken  away,  which  pre- 
sented the  usual  appearances  of  inflam- 
matory blood.  From  this  day  till  the 
1 1th,  the  urine  passed  varied  but  little, 
never  exceeding  six,  or  falling  short 
of  five  quarts  ; but  his  bodily  strength 
daily  increased,  his  thirst  abated,  and 
his  nights  passed  without  any  inclina- 
tion to  make  water ; but  as  he  still 
complained  of  pain  in  the  loins,  and 
his  pulse  was  hard,  ixviij  of  blood 
were  drawn  on  that  day.  By  this 
last  bleeding  he  was  more  benefited 

than 
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than  by  any  of  the  former,  the  sense 
of  weight  and  pain  in  the  loins  was 
removed,  and  the  urine  reduced  below 
five  quarts.  The  blood  was  still  very 
much  buffed.  The  immediate  relief 
he  obtained  from  each  bleeding  was 
so  great,  that  he  begged  more  fre- 
quently for  a- renewal  of  the  remedy 
than  I deemed  it  prudent  to  grant, 
and  would  often  compel  the  apothe- 
cary to  take  away  several  ounces  more 
than  the  prescribed  quantity. 

His  appetite,  which  at  first  was  ra- 
venous, became  more  moderate,  and 
his  thirst  was  so  reduced,  that  the  or- 
dinary quantity  of  drink  served  to  sa- 
tisfy it,  and  the  urine  was  gradually 
reduced  from  five  to  three  and  two 
quarts,  and  all  the  other  symptoms 
vanished.  Several  evaporations  of  the 
urine  were  made  during  the  progress 
of  the  cure,  and  the  quantity  of  saccha- 
rine extract  was  found  to  diminish  in 
proportion  as  the  urine  itself  was  di- 
minished ; so  that  a much  less  quan- 
tity 
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tity  of  extract  was  discoverable  in  each 
quart  when  the  urine  measured  six 
quarts,  than  when  it  was  as  high  as 
12  or  16;  but  even  when  the  urine 
was  reduced  to  two  quarts,  sugar  was 
found  in  it.  He  continued  in  tole- 
rably good  health,  and  increased  in 
strength  and  size,  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  when,  without  any  particular 
exposure,  pain  in  the  chest  and  other 
slight  symptoms  of  pneumonia  came 
on,  which  readily  yielded  to  one  or 
two  additional  bleedings.  He  conti- 
nued a very  long  time  in  the  hospital, 
but  was  ultimately  discharged  cured, 
and  I have  been  able  to  ascertain  that 
for  two  years  he  remained  in  good 
health  (and  I have  reason  to  believe 
up  to  the  present  time),  and  that  he 
has  never  experienced  a recurrence  of 
the  disease. 

The  next  patient  under  my  care 
was  a poor  woman  in  the  country,  30 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  ill  for 
three  months.  She  complained  of 

frequent 
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frequent  and  irregular  cold  shiverings 
and  transient  but  burning  heats,  which 
were  now  and  then  followed  by  per- 
spiration. Her  appetite  was  immo- 
derate, for  scanty  as  her  means  were, 
she  was  obliged,  from  a constant  crav- 
ing, to  eat  every  hour.  She  was 
dreadfully  emaciated,  and  her  bodily 
strength  so  far  reduced,  that  she  could 
with  difficulty  walk  a hundred  yards. 
Her  pulse  was  110  and  hard,  her 
thirst  insatiate,  her  tongue  dry  and 
highly  reddened,  except  at  the  root, 
which  was  covered  with  a thick  milky 
,fur,  her  throat  was  dry  and  sore,  and 
she  complained  of  a distressing  itching 
of  the  pudendum;  the  inclination  to 
make  water  was  frequent,  and  she  esti- 
mated the  quantity  passed  in  24  hours, 
at  seven  quarts,  but  for  the  two  pre- 
ceding days,  having  limited  her  drink 
to  three  quarts,  her  urine  had  not  ex- 
ceeded five  quarts  ; it  was  of  a violet 
smell,  and  straw-coloured,  and  yielded 
largely  of  saccharine  extract.  She 

also 
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also-i complained  of  pain  in  the  small 
of  the  back,  and  was  irregular  in  men- 
struation. The  success  which  had 
followed  the  use  of  the  lancet,  in  the 
preceding  case,  determined  me  as  to 
the  plan  I would  adopt,  and  Ixij  of 
blood  were  drawn,  the  bowels  were 
kept  open  by  castor  oil,  and  the  car- 
bonate of  ammonia,  widi  a slight  opi- 
ate, were  given  two  or  three  times  a 
day.  During  the  bleeding,  the  pa- 
tient fainted,  but  after  her  recovery 
she  did  not  seem  weaker  than  before 
the  operation.  The  blood  when  it 
first  flowed  was  of  the  same  character 
as  that  of  Manley,  but  after  a few 
hours  a separation  took  place  as  in 
health,  the  proportion  of  crassamentum 
was  greater  than  usual,  but  the  sub- 
stance and  texture  of  it  were  less  firm. 
The  flow  of  urine  was  somewhat  dimi- 
nished by  the  bleeding,  and  the  sufter- 
ings  of  the  patient  much  lessened.  In 
two  days  afterwards  she  was  bled  again 
to  about  ixvj,  and  from  this  second 

loss 
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loss  of  blood,  the  urine  was  reduced 
to  three  quarts.  She  gradually  lost 
the  diabetic  symptoms,  and  continued 
free  from  the  complaint  until  her  death, 
which  took  place  after  a lapse  of  some 
months. 

The  cause  of  her  death,  which  hap- 
pened during  my  absence  from  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  I am  unacquainted  with, 
but  I have  ascertained  that  it  was  un- 
attended by  any  increased  flow  of 
urine. 

The  marked  good  eflects  of  bleed- 
ing in  Diabetes  was  further  confirmed 
in  the  case  of  a patient  of  rank,  under 
the  care  of  Sir  W.  Farquhar,  Mr. 
Kelson  of  Sevenoaks,  and  myself.  A 
constitution  previously  diseased  and 
weakened  by  a residence  in  hot  cli- 
mates, had  rendered  this  lady  as  unfit 
a subject  for  the  lancet,  as  could  well 
be  conceived.  She  had  returned  from 
India  five  or  six  years,  labouring  un- 
der the  usual  indispositions  resulting 
from  vitiated  and  irregular  biliary  se- 

^ cretions, 
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cretions,  and  continued  suffering  a 
variety  of  ailments,  in  the  autumn  of 
1810,  until  they  imperceptibly  assum- 
ed the  form  of  Diabetes.  Before  I 
saw  he?’,  she  had  for  many  weeks  suf- 
fered from  intense  thirst,  great  dryness 
of  the  skin,  and  a coated  and  foul 
tongue,  which  was  excessively  parched 
and  rough  in  the  morning,  her  pulse 
was  hard  and  rapid,  but  contracted, 
she  was  greatly  emaciated,  her  anxi- 
ety and  restlessness  were  very  remark- 
able, her  inclination  to  make  water 
was  incessant,  and  the  quantity  passed 
considerable.  It  was  of  a violet  smell,  , 
and  yielded  the  treacly  extract : she 
had  also  the  same  uneasiness  and  pain 
in  the  loins  as  Manley : ixij  of  blood 
were  drawn,  which  diminished  the 
quantity  of  urine  one-half,  and  pro- 
duced a considerable  alleviation  of 
every  symptom,  and  three  repetitions 
of  this  remedy  removed  all  traces  of 
the  complaint. 

I have  yet  one  other  instance  to  ad- 
duce, 
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duce,  in  which  the  lancet  was  service- 
able, though  not  to  the  same  extent  as 
in  the  former  cases. 

A woman,  40  years  of  age,  but  so 
emaciated  and  enfeebled,  that  I guess- 
ed her  to  be  7 0,  had  for  years  laboured 
under  Diabetes,  and  generally  passed 
from  10  to  14  quarts  of  sweet  water 
daily.  She  had  the  usual  symptoms 
of  parched  skin,  rough  and  hard 
tongue,  rapid  pulse,  and  distressing 
itching  of  the  pudendum,  the  pain  in 
the  loins  was  considerable : ixiv  of 
blood  were  taken,  and  a syncope  of 
half  an  hour’s  continuance  resulted. 
The  blood  was  precisely  in  the  same 
state  as  that  of  Manley,  as  dark  as 
treacle,  and  showing  so  little  disposi- 
tion to  coagulate,  that  after  it  had 
been  drawn  near  an  hour,  it  would 
flow  from  the  bason  like  water.  This 
patient’s  miserable  abode  was  at  a great 
distance  from  me,  and  I had  not  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  her  a second 
time,  but  a very  respectable  apothe- 
cary, 
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cary,  Mr.  Stone  of  Mayfield,  reported 
to  me  that  the  water  was  reduced  full 
one-half.  The  wretchedness  of  this 
poor  creature  precluded  all  possibility 
of  her  compliance  with  any  regular 
diet  or  regimen,  and  she  could  not 
be  persuaded  to  consent  to  a repetition 
of  the  bleeding,  although  such  benefi- 
cial effects  had  followed  the  first  ope- 
ration. 

This  is  the  extent  of  my  experience 
respecting  bleeding  in  Diabetes  ; an 
experience  that  fully  warrants  my  as- 
serting the  safety,  and  I think  the  ef- 
ficacy of  the  practice,  in  some  species 
of  this  complaint.  The  success  which 
has  attended  two  such  different  modes 
of  treatment  as  the  one  pursued  by 
my  friend  Dr.  W arren,  and  that  which 
I have  related,  might  afford  matter 
for  much  reasoning ; it  shows  that 
nature  is  capable  of  attaining  by  vari- 
ous means  the  same  end ; or  that  the 
copious  discharge  of  urine,  like  the 
accumulation  of  water  in  ascites,  must 
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often  be  a symptom  arising  from  very 
opposite  affections,  and  that  the  in- 
flammatory diathesis  is  more  frequent- 
ly present  in  the  constitution  than  is 
commonly  suspected.  It  might  be 
conjectured,  that  in  the  instances  re- 
lated by  Dr.  W arren,  the  cure  was  ef- 
fected by  the  well  known  powers  of 
opium  in  checking  the  action  of  the 
secreting  vessels,  whilst  in  those  I 
have  detailed,  it  was  the  result  of  the 
abstraction  of  the  material  itself,  fi*om 
which  the  secretions  are  formed ; but 
I shall  not  attempt  to  explain  the  ra- 
tionale of  the  action  of  this  powerful 
remedy,  nor  can  I limit  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  pursued.  In  the  hands 
of  the  inexperienced  its  use  may  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  calamities, 
and  it  is  with  no  small  hesitation 
that  I recommend  a practice,  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  which  must  inevitably 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  thousands, 
while  at  the  same  time  I have  to  la- 
ment that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  of- 
fer 
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fer  any  rules  that  might  assist  in  de- 
termining the  propriety  of  employing 
it.  In  all  the  cases  I have  brought 
forward,  pain  in  the  loins,  more  or 
less  violent,  was  present,  and  I consi- 
dered this  symptom  as  indicative  of 
some  inflammatory  affection  of  the 
kidneys,  which  in  less  exhausted  states 
of  constitution  would  require  deple- 
tion. Now  this  symptom  either  has 
not  existed  in  most  of  the  recorded 
cases  of  Diabetes,  or  has  existed  in  so 
slight  a degree  as  to  be  overlooked ; 
its  presence  therefore  or  absence  may 
constitute  a strong  ground  of  difference 
in  the  treatment  of  that  complaint ; 
indeed  this  peculiar  modification  of 
the  system,  which  assumes  the  appear- 
ance of  debility  as  its  characteristic, 
while  inflammation  or  increased  action 
is  its  essence,  seems  little  understood, 
yet  to  it  I look  for  an  explanation  of 
the  fact,  that  apparent  debility  is  some- 
times removable  by  the  very  means 
which,  a priori^  we  should  suppose 

C 2 would 


20 


MEDICAL 


would  ajygravate  it.  It  is,  I suspect, 
this  lurking  inflammatory  action  which 
creates  the  diflerence  in  those  various 
affections  comprised  under  the  general 
term  debility.  The  weakness  attend- 
ant on  fever,  and  on  many  other  dis- 
eases, seems  totally  different  from  that 
accompanying  the  disease  of  which 
we  are  now  treating. 

Persons  reduced  by  fever  may  be  so 
weakened,  as  to  be  incapable  of  the 
slightest  bodily  exertion,  yet  in  a fort- 
night or  three  weeks  after  having  been 
freed  from  the  disease,  they  will  be- 
come plump,  strong,  and  almost  ath- 
letic ; others  on  the  contrary,  who  are 
worn  down  by  Diabetes  and  other 
chronic  complaints,  although  those 
complaints  may  to  all  appearance  be 
removed,  will  be  months,  nay  years, 
before  they  recover  their  pristine  vi- 
gour ; but  in  the  former  instance,  take 
but  a small  quantity  of  blood,  and  the 
patient  will  fall  a sacrifice,  while  in 
the  latter,  you  may,  as  I have  shown^ 

remove 
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remove  pounds  without  aggravating 
the  debility.  Is  it  not  possible  that 
there  may  be  many  other  chronic 
complaints  assuming  this  character  of 
weakness,  to  which  the  use  of  the 
lancet  might  be  beneficially  extended  ? 
Some  years  ago,  we  know  that  bleed- 
ing formed  a part  of  the  treatment  of 
a great  variety  of  diseases,  in  which  it 
is  now  omitted,  and  was  much  more 
extensively  practised  than  at  present ; 
now  I am  not  disposed  to  allow  that 
any  radical  change  can  have  taken 
place  in  the  constitution  of  man,  but 
I believe  we  are  as  able  to  bear  deple- 
tion as  our  forefathers.  If  the  utility 
of  the  practice  was  then  founded  in  ex- 
perience, it  would  be  so  now,  and  its 
abandonment,  I conjecture,  has  been 
more  attributable  to  those  fashions  in 
physic,  which  have  so  often  lecl  from 
one  extreme  to  another,  than  to  any 
other  cause.  From  the  use  of  the 
lancet  in  various  anomalous  cases, 
which  were  attended  with  great  appa- 
rent 
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rent  weakness,  I am  satisfied  that  good 
has  been  derived ; and  that  it  may  be 
borne  with  advantage  even  in  the  ex- 
treme of  some  states  of  debility,  I have 
had  strong  evidence.  In  Diabetes  I 
have  detailed  sufficient  to  prove  this, 
and  I hav^  reason  to  believe,  that  in 
certain  states  of  the  venereal  disease, 
in  which  the  weakness  has  been  exces- 
sive, and  in  which  the  constitution  has 
been  too  irritable  to  bear  mercury,  the 
effect  of  depletion  by  the  lancet  has 
been  of  great  service.  These  are, 
however,  opinions  which  I shall  not 
prosecute  further,  in  a paper  intended 
to  be  purely  a detail  of  facts. 
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II.  On  Leucorrhoea.  John  Latham, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  President  of  the  Boyal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians. 

t 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  31st  March,  1813. 

The  common  cases  of  Leucorrhoea  so 
often  occurring,  but  perhaps  not  so 
well  understood,  it  may  not  be  thought 
necessary  for  me  to  dilate  upon,  since 
almost  every  female  pursues  her  own 
course  of  treatment,  and  every  physi- 
cian advises  the  usual  method  of  cure. 
It  is,  however,  on  account  of  this  very 
indiscriminate  acquiescence  both  of 
the  patient  and  the  physician,  in  the 
beaten  tracks  of  usage  and  opinion, 
that  I venture  to  offer  the  following 
observations  to  the  consideration  of 
the  College. 

It  unfortunately  happens  but  too 
frequently,  that  a physician  is  not 
consulted  so  early  in  cases  connected 
with  female  health,  as  to  afford  him  a 
fair  opportunity  of  exercising  his  pro- 
fession 
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fession  with  advantage.  The  time  has 
often  elapsed,  in  which  he  might  have 
done  some  service,  and  the  patient 
must  consequently  be  consigned  to 
lament  in  lingering  existence  the  fatal 
error  of  what  must  certainly  be  termed 
a false  (although  we  may  not  be  al- 
lowed to  call  it  an  improper)  delicacy. 

Asa  general  rule  of  practice,  it  may 
be  stated,  that  when,  after  the  usual 
monthly  period  of  the  menstrual  dis- 
charge, a drain  still  continues,  whether 
coloured  or  otherwise,  until  the  next 
menstruation,  the  case  should  be  sus- 
pected, and  the  nature  of  it  exa- 
mined. The  disease  should  not  be 
permitted  month  after  month  to  un- 
dermine the  strength  of  the  patient, 
without  being  more  particularly  inves- 
tigated, and  nothing  short  of  a careful 
examination,  per  vaginam,  can  ascer- 
• tain  upon  what  the  Leucorrhoea  de- 
pends. 

The  most  common  cause  of  this 
complaint  may  be  nothing  more  at 

first 
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first  than  a small  portion  of  the  men- 
strual flux  detained  within  the  vagina, 
and  so  altered  by  such  detention,  and 
the  possible  admission  of  air,  as  to 
become  acrid  and  consequently  pro- 
duce the  discharge,  which  will  indeed 
very  often  remove  and  carry  off  the  ir- 
ritating matter  along  with  it.  In  such 
- cases  the  common  injection  of  warm 
water  will  usually  wash  away  the  of- 
fending cause,  and  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  complaint ; and  in  child- 
ren, where  there  is  sometimes  a very 
considerable  discharge  occasioned  by 
sordes  which  may  have  been  collected 
unobserved  within  the  labia,  and  have 
produced  excoriation,  mere  ablution 
will  generally  answer  our  entire  pur- 
pose. 

If  the  simple  cause,  however,  be 
either  suffered  to  remain,  or  be  not 
carried  off  by  the  supervening  dis- 
charge, the  irritation  produced  by  it 
becomes  the  cause  of  inflammation, 
which  in  its  turn  produces  an  effect 

much 
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much  more  difficult  to  be  removed ; 
inasmuch  as  the  cause,  though  still 
as  it  were  superficial,  is  nevertheless 
more  fixed,  and  more  intimately  con- 
nected with  diseased  action.  Here 
too  the  mild  diluent  injections  of  te- 
pid water  with  milk  or  mucilages  will 
first  of  all  for  a few  days  be  proper, 
and  will  often  effect  a cure,  which  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  confirm  by  mix- 
ing with  the  water,  which  by  degrees 
should  be  used  less  tepid,  some  slight 
astringent  either  of  the  vinous,  the  ve- 
getable, or  the  metallic  kind. 

But  if,  notwithstanding  the  means 
employed,  the  Leucorrhoea  should  be- 
come habitual,  we  must  consider  the 
slow  inflammatory  action  as  established 
within  the  vagina,  and  possibly  as 
communicating  with  the  uterus  itself. 
Here  the  general  state  and  strength  of 
the  patient  should  be  well  considered, 
whether  in  addition  to  fomentations 
internally  and  externally  used,  and  to 
leeches  and  blisters  applied  above  the 
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pubes,  venaesection  might  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  removal  of  the  local 
inflammation.  By  such  means  indeed 
the  inflammatory  action  of  the  parts 
will  commonly  be  diminished,  but  the 
relaxation  consequent  upon  such  in- 
creased action  will  often  nevertheless 
continue,  and  the  Leucorrhoea  arising 
under  such  circumstances  must  be 
cured  by  tonic  and  astringent  reme- 
dies, and  cinchona  in  its  several  forms 
of  preparation,  and  resinous  substances 
and  chalybeates,  and  the  cold  bath,  in 
addition  to  tonic  and  astringent  in- 
jections, will  be  proper.  It  may  be 
scarcely  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
parent  thus  relieved,  should,  as  the 
next  monthly  evacuation  is  expected, 
carefully  avoid  all  causes  whether  ge- 
neral or  particular,  that  might  become 
the  sources  of  irritation,  and  which 
might  consequently  re-produce  the  dis- 
charge. Pains  in  the  lumbar  region 
will  indicate  the  approaching  menstru- 
ation, and  determine  the  patient  to 

keep 
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keep  as  quiet  in  a horizontal  position 
as  is  possible,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, in  addition  to  the  warm  bed 
and  the  pediluvium  usually  resorted  to, 
I have  often  found  that  a bladder  of 
warm  water  about  the  pubes  and  a full 
dose  of  opium  have  been  the  means  of 
alleviating  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  of  facilitating  the  proper 
menstrual  discharge,  and  that  thus  the 
Leucorrhoea  so  frequently  the  conse- 
quence of  difficult  and  laborious  men- 
struation has  been  effectually  obvi- 
ated. 

Unfortunately  all  females  have  not 
the  means  of  having  recourse  to  such 
remedial  measures.  To  many,  the 
monthly  lustration  returns  not  at  those 
regular  periods  which  it  observes  in 
others,  and  is  not  that  easy  and  na- 
tural purification  which  should  fit 
them  for  future  impregnation  and  ges- 
tation, but  a painful  orgasm  terminat- 
ing in  disease  of  the  uterus,  and  con- 
sequently fatal  to  its  intended  purpose. 

It 


It  is  not  the  place  here,  otherwise  I 
should  not  content  myself  with  merely 
observing,  that  the  barrenness  of  many 
women  is  alone  to  be  ascribed  to  such 
a cause,  and  that  as  long  as  the  me- 
norrliagic  effort  continues  thus  unna- 
turally  painful,  ending  as  it  commonly 
does  in  a profuse  and  protracted  dis- 
charge, it  is  not  very  likely  that  con- 
ception should  happen. 

When  Leucorrhoea  becomes  con- 
stant^ we  necessarily  suspect  some 
constantly  acting  cause ; and,  as  hath 
been  above  observed,  besides  the  acci- 
dental detention  of  matters  which  may 
occasionally  produce  it,  it  may  arise 
also  from  a slow  inflammatory  action 
within  the  parts,  or  from  the  common 
relaxation  consequent  thereupon;  and 
on  these  I have  sufficiently  remarked 
already.  But  notwithstanding  all  the 
means  which  may  have  been  employ- 
ed, the  condition  of  the  patient  will 
sometimes  still  continue  very  deplor- 
able, 
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able,  and  render  it  necessary  that  she 
' •/ 

should  again  submit  to  another  exa- 
mination. Here  it  will  too  often  be 
found,  that  the  uterus  has  partaken  of 
the  inflammatory  action,  that  its  cer- 
vix is  confounded  with  the  body  of 
it,  that  it  is  hard  and  tender  to  the 
touch,  and  that  it  presses  down  within 
the  vagina.  Still,  however,  if  the 
womb  be  not  irregular  in  its  surface, 
so  as  to  give  us  the  idea  of  an  advanc- 
ing scirrhosity,  even  although  studded, 
as  is  sometimes  the  case,  with  a few 
pemphigus-like  pustules,  containing 
a watery  or  glairy  fluid,  yet  this  con- 
dition of  the  patient  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  irremediable : and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  means  employed  in  the 
cases  arising  from  simple  irritation, 
and  the  diseased  action  sometimes 
consequent  thereupon,  there  is  no  re- 
medy within'  the  compass  of  my  ex- 
perience, at  all  to  be  compared  with 
the  liquor  plumbi  acetatis  dilutuSy  from 
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the  use  of  which,  as  an  injection,  I 
have  again  and  again  found  the  most 
beneficial  results. 

It  is  very  singular,  that  a remedy 
so  commonly  employed  in  external 
irritations,  and  with  so  much  success, 
should  so  seldom  have  been  used  in 
the  disease  under  our  consideration. 
Indeed  I do  not  know  that  I have 
ever  seen  it  employed,  or  even  re- 
member it  to  have  been  proposed  in 
such  cases  as  these,  in  w hich  I can 
now  very  confidently  recommend  it. 
In  a very  distressing  case,  of  several 
years’  standing,  which  occurred  to  me 
with  Mr.  Bliss  of  Hampstead,  and 
where,  after  a careful  and  most  accu- 
rate examination,  per  vaginam,  cir- 
cumstances were  considered  as  pro- 
mising no  very  favourable  event,  I 
proposed  the  liquor  plumhi  acetatis  di- 
lutus^  as  an  injection  to  be  used  two 
or  three  times  a day.  It  was  used 
just  warm  enough  not  to  chill  the  pa- 
tient, and  its  strength  was  gradually 

increased 


32  MEDICAL 

increased  to  about  double  its  com- 
mon power.  The  plan  of  cure  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Bliss  (with  his  usual 
ability  and  kindness),  and  I had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing,  during  the  few 
weeks  of  my  attendance,  a regular  di- 
minution of  the  most  distressing  symp- 
toms, and  in  the  course  of  a few 
months  the  patient  was  perfectly  re- 
stored. The  practice  happily  suc- 
ceeding in  this  case  has  been  followed 
both  by  Mr.  Bliss  and  myself  with 
the  same  desirable  event  in  others, 
and  we  consider  it  as  a fortunate  dis- 
covery, that  from  the  use  of  this  re- 
medy, in  a disease  hitherto  not  always 
even  admitting  of  relief  in  its  milder 
forms,  a cure  may  not  be  despaired  of 
under  much  more  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances. 

I need  not  say,  in  the  generality  of 
cases  arising,  as  we  know,  from  ori- 
ginal inattention  and  subsequent  neg- 
lect, how  little  has  ever  been  attempt- 
ed. The  consequence  then  has  ne- 
cessarily 
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cessarily  been,  tliat  maiiy  of  them 
have  degenerated  from  slow  indaro- 
matory  aetion  into  sclnhus,  and  thence 
into  cancer,  a termination  from  which 
a cure  can  never  rationally  be  expect- 
ed. Still,  however,  through  the  in- 
tervening stages,  much,  as  I have  al- 
ready shown,  may  be  done,  and  even 
in  that  worst  of  ail  possible  states,  we 
may  aim  at  its  mitigation.  Diluent 
and  demulcent  injections  may  even 
here  afford  a temporary  relief,  either 
simply  or  combined  with  opium,  co- 
nium  or  other  narcotic  admixtures,  in- 
terposing also  (however  hopeless  the 
case)  once  or  twice  a day,  the  liquor 
plumbi  acetatis  dilutus,  as  above  re- 
commended : for  diminution  of  misery 
and  the  comforts  of  cleanliness  will  at 
any  rate  be  thus  procured,  notwith- 
standing, even  with  the  addition  of  in- 
ternal remedies,  tonic  as  well  as  seda- 
tive, no  further  substantial  benefit  can 
be  expected. 
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There  are  some  other  circumstances 
^ also,  which,  as  they  have  been  ob' 

served  to  have  had  a considerable  in- 
fluence irL  the  production  of  Leucor- 
rhoea,  it  will  not  here  be  right  for  me 
to  pass  over.  Habitual  haemorrhoids 
within  the  rectum  have  sometimes 
been  the  only  ostensible  cause  of  in- 
veterate Leucorrhoea ; and  it  is  ob- 
vious, that  the  removal  of  this  must 
entirely  depend  upon  the  cure  of  the 
other.  Disease  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  will  also  very  frequently  occa- 
sion a vaginal  discharge,  which  can 
only  be  relieved  by  the  removal  of  the 
orio^inal  cause.  The  descent  of  the 
uterus  within  the  vagina,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  elongation  of  the  uterine 
ligaments,  (a  very  common  occurrence 
in  those  females  who  leave  their  beds 
too  soon  after  their  accouchement^  is 
another  very  frequent  cause  of  Leu- 
corrhoea, and  which,  I fear,  admits  of 
no  very  efficient  remedy  beyond  the 
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use  of  the  common  astringent  injec- 
tions, the  wearing  of  a pessary,  and 
lying  almost  constantly  in  a horizon- 
tal position.  In  all  these  several  states, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  that  by  a 
most  minute  and  particular  examina- 
tion, the  most  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  cause  should  be  obtained,  in  order 
that  we  may  not  only  not  misapply 
our  means  of  relief,  but  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  choose  those  for  our 
purpose,  which  experience  has  taught 
us  to  be  the  most  appropriate  to  each 
individual  case. 

On  the  hopeless  condition  of  such 
females,  where  a cancerous  state  of 
the  uterus  has  become  the  too  evident 
cause  of  Leucorrluea,  I have  already 
sufficiently  observed ; but  I will  ad- 
vert to  it  again,  that  I may  awake  an 
early  suspicion,  and  that  the  necessary 
examinations  may  be  permitted,  be- 
fore the  disease  be  too  far  advanced 
for  human  aid  to  effect  a cure.  And 
indeed  in  all 'cases,  I would  after  cer- 
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tain  intervals  recommend  successive 
examination,  for  I mean  no  disparage- 
ment to  surgery,  nor  any  reflection 
upon  its  professors,  when  I observe, 
that  fortunately  for  many  females, 
where,  upon  a single  examination,  the 
uterus,  having  been  found  turgid  and 
hard  and  painful,  has  been  considered 
as  in  a scirrhous  state,  and  the  dis- 
charges from  the  vagina  having  after- 
wards become  profuse,  grumous,  and 
offensive,  its  degeneracy  into  cancer 
has  been  supposed  certain,  it  has  been 
discovered  by  subsequent  examina- 
tions, that  the  case  was  not  cancerous, 
but  that  the  whole  train  of  circum- 
stances has  arisen  from  polypus  pro- 
truding through  the  os  tincse,  which 
is  almost  always  remediable  before  its 
attachments  are  too  intimately  con- 
nected, and  blended  with  the  muscular 
compages  of  the  uterus.  When,  how- 
ever, the  vaginal  discharges  have  been 
ascertained  to  have  arisen  from  a truly 
cancerous  affection  of  the  uterus  itself. 
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or  from  a similar  disposition  commu- 
nicated to  the  vagina  from  the  rectum, 
or  from  the  same  disposition  in  the 
bladder,  communicating  with  the  com- 
mon passage,  it  is  obvious  that  no 
cure  can  then  be  expected.  But  fre- 
quent examinations  are  even  here 
sometimes  necessary,  in  order  that 
the  mind  of  the  patient  may  be  satis- 
fied, that  the  most  appropriate  me- 
thods of  relief  are  employed,  and  that 
a sentence  so  severe  as  the  impossibi- 
lity of  cure  may  not  always  be  passed 
by  the  physician,  until  the  condition 
of  the  poor  sufferer  is  felt  even  by  her- 
self to  be  absolutely  without  hope. 

Abscesses  will  sometimes  be  fomied 
within  the  abdomen,  and  bursting  in- 
to the  vagina  (as  I have  elsewhere 
shown  to  have  happened)  will  produce 
a constant  sort  of  discharge,  which 
has  almost  always  been  confounded 
with  Leucorrhoea.  Examination,  per 
vaginarriy  in  these  instances  becomes 
also  indispensable,  inasmuch  as  it  will 

not 
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not  only  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  opi* 
nions  of  those  who  have  considered 
such  discharges  as  merely  vaginal,  but 
the  inutility,  if  not  the  danger,  of 
adopting  the  usual  methods  commonly 
employed  for  the  cure  of  Leucorrhoea: 
for  it  is  obvious,  that  relief  is  more 
especially  to  be  sought  by  means  af- 
fecting the  general  habit,  rather  than 
by  those  of  which  the  efficacy  princi- 
pally depends  upon  their  local  appli- 
cation. 


III.  Some, 
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III.  Some  Account  of  a Contrivance,  which 
was  found  of  singular  Benefit  in  stopping 
the  Excoriation  and  Ulceration  consequent 
upon  continued  Pressure  in  Bed.  By  W. 
Heberden,  M.D.  E.R.S.  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  ^'C. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  31st  March,  1813. 

As  the  ultimate  object  of  the  medical 
art  is  the  removal,  or  alleviation,  of 
those  evils  to  which  the  human  body 
is  exposed,  I make  no  scruple  of  lay- 
ing before  the  College  of  Physicians, 
some  account  of  a contrivance,  from 
which  I have  lately  experienced  great 
benefit ; though,  strictly  speaking,  the 
calamity  be  no  disease,  and  the  re- 
medy no  medicine.  There  is  no  one 
in  the  habit  of  attending  the  sick,  but 
must  have  had  reason  to  deplore  the 
wretched  condition  of  those,  who  be- 
ing bedridden  through  accident,  or 
infirmity,  have  contracted  sores  of  a 
very  painful  and  dangerous  kind  by 
long  pressure,  especially  if  the  patient 
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lie  in  the  wet  and  hith  of  his  own 
body,  which  he  is  unable  to  restrain. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  a 
lady  above  fourscore  years  old,  in  a 
declining  state  of  health,  was  seized 
with  a hemiplegia,  which,  besides 
the  extinction  of  voluntary  motion  on 
one  side,  was  accompanied  with  an 
inability  to  articulate,  and  a total  un- 
consciousness of  the  natural  wants  of 
the  body.  In  this  sad  state  she  was 
attended  with  all  the  care,  which  an 
apprehension  of  the  evils  likely  to  en- 
sue could  suggest ; the  skin  was  pre- 
served entire  for  the  first  fortnight ; 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  notwith- 
standing all  efforts  to  prevent  it,  the 
bedding  and  room  began  to  grow  of- 
fensive, and  excoriation  and  ulceration 
were  commencing  in  the  parts  most 
exposed  to  the  superincumbent  weight 
of  the  body,  and  the  fermenting  steams 
of  the  bed.  The  mischief  seemed  to 
be  rapidly  increasing  under  the  unfa-' 
vourable  circumstances  of  a helpless 

old 
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old  age,  when  the  contrivance  I am 
going  to  describe  was  adopted ; by 
which  the  sick  chamber  was  imme<}i“ 
ately  rendered  sweet  and  wholeson^e, 
the  ulceration  ceased,  and  in  less  th^n 
six  weeks  the  sore  places  were  perfectly 
healed,  and  covered  again  with  a sound 
skin ; though  the  disabilities  of  all 
kinds,  which  had  originally  occasioned\ 
the  malady,  continued  without  any\ 
abatement  for  more  than  three  months, 
for  so  long  was  the  life  protracted.  It 
may  be  questioned,  how  far  the  de- 
laying of  the  final  stroke  deserve  the 
name  of  a blessing  under  such  sad 
circumstances.  The  freedom  from  the 
pain  and  misery  of  an  extensive  sore 
and  mortification  are  at  least  blessings 
of  no  trifling  value,  and  in  this  case 
must  be  attributed,  under  Providence, 
to  the  use  of  the  machine,  of  which 
an  explanation  is  subjoined. 

In  the  hope  that  other  sufferers,  from 
' so  distressing  and  by  no  means  unfre- 
quent  a calamity,  may  derive  equal 

advantage 
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advantage  from  the  adoption  of  a si^ 
nilar  plan,  I have  thought  I might 
r^der  an  acceptable  service  both  to 
physicians,  and  to  their  patients,  by 
taking  this  more  generally  known, 
^t  is  no  little  recommendation,  that 
t is  very  simple,  is  applicable  to  all 
eds,  and  is  of  so  easy  construction, 
that  in  the  instance,  from  which  I 
have  drawn  up  this  account,  it  was 
completed,  and  fit  for  use,  within  ten 
hours  from  the  time  it  was  ordered. 

In  the  following  figure,  ABCD  re- 
presents a frame,  or  rather  the  upper 


surface  of  a frame,  of  which  abed  is 
the  corresponding  surface  about  six 
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inches  below : h and  ^ are  cross  bars 
for  the  purpose  of  strength  \ ef  2l 
drawer,  made  to  pull  out  on  either 
side,  containing  a pan,  which,  when 
the  drawer  is  in  its  place,  lies  imme- 
diately under  the  opening  g,  and  is 
intended  to  receive  every  thing,  that 
may  pass  from  the  body : ^ is  a sort 
of  desk  for  the  convenience  of  raising 
the  patient’s  head.  At  A and  B is 
made  a notch  to  receive  the  front  bed- 
posts : at  C and  Z)  are  projections  to 
go  on  each  side  the  back  of  the  bed, 
in  order  to  keep  the  frame  more 
steady. 

Upon  this  frame  is  fitted  a mattrass 
with  a hole  in  the  centre,  correspond- 
ing to  the  hole  y,  and  divided  at  ^,  so 
that  one  part  of  it  may  be  raised  by 
desk  of  the  frame,  without  moving  the 
remaining  part  from  its  situation. 

The  under  blankets  and  sheets  have 
likewise  a hole  cut  in  the  middle. 

To  the  mattrass  it  was  afterwards 
found  convenient  to  add  a loosely 
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stuffed  circular  cushion  immediately 
to  surround  the  hole ; v/hich,  not  be- 
ing fixed,  could  without  difficulty  be 
changed  and  washed  as  often  as  it  was 
found  requisite.  And  still  more  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  the  bed  from  be- 
ing soiled  by  the  casualties  incident 
to  a protracted  illness,  a piece  of  oiled 
silk  was  sewed  round  the  opening  in 
the  mattrass. 

In  order  to  use  it,  it  is  obvious, 
that  nothing  more  is  necessary,  than 
to  remove  the  ordinary  bedding,  and 
to  let  this  frame  with  its  mattrass  rest 
upon  the  bedstead. 

The  machine  would,  perhaps,  be 
rendered  more  complete  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a foot-board,  whenever  it  should 
be  applied  to  a bed,  which  had  not 
one  already  attached  to  it.  This  will 
have  considerable  effect  in  preventing 
the  body  from  slipping  too  forward  on 
the  hole,  when  the  mattrass,  from  the 
continued  pressure,  begins  to  sink  in 
that  part. 


IV.  On 


TRANSACTIONS, 


45 


IV.  On  Colica  Pictonum.  Bt/  Edward 
" Roberts,  M.  D.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of  the 
Rojdl  College  of  Fhjsicians,  ^c. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  20th  December,  1813. 

The  labours  of  a late  learned  Presi- 
dent of  this  College  have  been  suc- 
cessfully exerted,  in  detecting  the  fre- 
quently insidious  cause  of  Colica  Pic- 
tonum ; and  fewer  . instances  of  this 
distressing  disease  ocvcur  among  those 
who  are  employed  in  the  use  of  lead, 
now  that  care  is  so  generally  taken  to 
prevent  the  particles  of  this  noxious 
metal  from  passing  into  the  stomach. 
Scarcely  any  addition,  however,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  the  cura- 
tive intentions  of  relievinjx  the  consti- 
pation  by  purgatives,  and  allaying  the 
spasmodic  pains  by  opium.  And  yet 
how  much  is  it  to  be  desired,  that  those, 
who,  in  their  occupation,  serve  us  so 
essentially,  truly  to  their  own  cost, 
and  who  get  their  bread  at  the  expense 
of  their  health,  should  receive  the  ut- 
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most  compensation  that  medicine  can 
afford  ? 

The  following  cases  occurred  in  St, 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital. 

Charles  Haysley,  21  years  of  age, 
a coach-painter,  chiefly  occupied  in 
grinding  and  mixing  the  colours,  and 
laying  on  the  first  coat  of  paint,  was 
received  into  the  hospital,  on  the  8th 
of  April,  1813,  and  related,  that  he 
had  frequently  suffered  from  pains  in 
the  belly,  continuing  many  hours, 
attended  with  costiveness ; and  that 
he  was  seized,  about  a month  before, 
with  a violent  headache,  weakness  of 
his  eyes,  and  pains  of  the  eyeballs, 
the  pains  seeming  to  pass  from  his 
head  to  his  stomach,  and  to  his  tes- 
ticles, and  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
attended  with'  ardor  urinae ; that  a 
sharp  pain  extended  over  his  joints 
with  a trembling  of  his  limbs,  and  so 
great  a weakness  of  his  wrists,  that  he 
was  unable  to  raise  the  weights  which 
he  had  formerly  used ; that  after  be- 
ing 
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ing  somewhat  relieved  by  castor  bil, 
his  bowels  became  alternately  co^ive 
and  relaxed,  his  appetite  failed,  nd 
what  he  ate  appeared  to  him  to  hive 
the  taste  of  white  lead  and  turpentine 
(a  circumstance  I had  lately  occasiot 
to  notice  in  the  case  of  an  eminenj 
limner,  suffering  under  this  complain^ 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  smoking  ci- 
gars with  unwashed  hands) ; and  that 
his  sleep  was  disturbed  by  a cough 
attended  with  a copious  expectoration 
of  a whitish  slimy  substance  ; that  he 
had  left  his  employment,  which  was 
in  the  country,  and  had  come  to  Lon- 
don, continuing  much  in  the  same 
state  for  a fortnight  previous  to  his  re- 
ception into  the  hospital. 

On  his  admission,  he  was  directed 
to  take  olei  ricini  |ss,  and  after  its 
operation,  argenti  nitratis  gr.  ij,  ter 
quotidie. 

A considerable  amendment  soon 
appeared  in  his  symptoms,  his  appe- 
tite' returned,  he  slept  tolerably  well, 

voided 
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voided  an  unusual  quantity  of  urine, 
and  found  the  weakness  of  his  wrists 
very  sensibly  relieved.  On  the  26th, 
the  dose  of  the  argenti  nitras  was  in- 
creased to  gr.  iij,  ter  quotidie,  which, 
as  it  purged  him,  was  on  the  28th 
directed  to  be  taken  only  bis  quotidie. 

He  continued  to  improve  daily  till 
the  4th  of  May,  when,  considering 
himself  well  enough  to  quit  the  hos- 
pital, he  was,  by  his  own  desire,  dis- 
charged. 


Read  at  the  College, 
10th  June,  1814. 

Thomas  Ogilvie,  aged  60  years, 
was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  on  March  31,  1814,  and 
related,  that  he  had  been  employed 
for  the  last  ten  years  in  the  manufac- 
tory of  white  lead,  and  had  suffered 
by  colic  pains  attended  with  costive- 
ness for  several  months,  that  paralysis 
of  the  wrists  had  been  coming  on  for 
two  or  three  months  past,  one  becom- 
ing 
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ing  weak  before  the  other ; and  that 
about  a week  ago,  he  was  seized  with 
a fit  of  colic,  attended  with  vomitings, 
and  violent  occasional  spasms,  so  that 
the  abdominal  muscles  were  drawn  in- 
to knots. 

At  the  time  of  his  admission,  he 
had  been  costive  for  three  days. 

He  was  directed  to  take  OL  Ricini 
|ss  statim  et  pro  re  nata,  and  on 
April  2nd,  Pil.  Sapon.  cum  Op.  gr.  v, 
singulis  horis,  urgente  dolore  ; argenti 
nitratis  gr.  j,  sexta  quaque  hora. 

On  the  4th,  he  was  quite  relieved 
from  pain,  without  the  use  of  the  opi- 
um, and  had  had  two  or  three  alvine 
discharges  daily ; but  the  paralysis  of 
the  wrists  had  become  more  complete, 
as  he  had  not  the  least  power  of  mo- 
tion in  them.  On  the  6th,  the  dose 
of  the  argenti  nitras  was  increased  to 
gr.  V,  sexta  quaque  hora,  which  at 
first  produced  five  or  six  motions  daily, 
and  afterwards  generally  four.  On  the 
12th,  opii  gr.  i,  was  added  to  each 
VoL.  V,  E dose, 
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dose,  which  caused  little  alteration  in 
the  state  of  the  bowels,  but  beinsf  on 
the  19th  increased  to  gr.  k,  the  eva- 
cuations were  reduced  to  two  or  three 
in  the  day,  and,  on  the  22nd  and 
23rd,  there  was  no  alvine  discharge 
at  all. 

He  had  begun,  however,  about  the 
14th,  to  recover  a little  motion  in  the 
wrists,  and  regained  the  use  of  them 
most  rapidly,  so  that  by  the  26th,  he 
had' only  a small  degree  of  w eakness 
left,  being  able  to  lift  up  a chair  with 
one  hand,  the  wrist  being  at  the  same 
time  straightened,  so  that  the  weight 
w as  suspended  by  the  extensors. 

It  appeared  that  this  person  had 
been  my  patient  five  years  before,  on 
account  of  colic  and  paralysis  of  both 
wrists,  from  w hich  he  recovered,  after 
being  under  medical  treatment  be- 
tween two  and  three  months. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  ar- 
gent! nitras  was  administered  in  sub- 
stance, in  the  form  of  pills,  and  the 
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dose  pushed  as  far  as  the  bowels  could 
well  bear. 

From  the  result  of  these  cases,  and 
of  others  which  have  been  under  my 
care,  and  which  have  received  the 
most  decided  relief  from  the  same 
mode  of  treatment,  it  appears,  that 
this  mineral  preparation  exerts  a pow- 
erful influence  on  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal, as  well  as  on  the  nervous  system 
generally  in  this  disease,  overcoming 
the  cause  of  the  spasmodic  contrac- 
tions, and  the  still  more  distressing 
paralysis probably  by  the  same 
mode  of  action,  as  it  frequently  alle- 
viates epilepsy  and  cures  chorea. 

* Is  it  not  through  contact  with  the  deleterious 
metal,  that  the  paralysis  is  confined  to  the  upper 
extremities,  and  by  the  same  cause  internall}  ap- 
plied, that  a torpor  of  the  abdominal  viscera  is  in- 
duced, accompanied  with  spasmodic  contractions 
of  the  intestinal  canal  ? 
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V.  Some  Observations  respecting  the  Medi~ 
cines  usually  given  in  Worm  Cases,  with 
Remarks  upon  the  collateral  Advantages 
sometimes  derived  from  them  in  Cases  of 
Epilepsy.  jB^  John  Latham,  M.D.F.R.S. 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  15th  November,  1813. 

Cases  of  worms,  and  more  especially 
those  of  taenia,  successfully  treated  by 
large  doses  of  oleum  terebinthinae  rec- 
tificatum,  are  now  known  to  every 
practitioner  ; from  one  to  two  fluid- 
ounces  may  be  given  without  any  or 
with  very  little  inconvenience.  In 
about  two  hours  it  usually  passes 
through  the  intestines,  bringing  away 
the  worms  that  infested  them.  Broths 
or  mucilaginous  decoctions  are  alone 
necessary  during  its  operation,  to  ob- 
viate uneasy  irritations  in  the  intes- 
tines, and  to  prevent  or  remove  pos- 
sible urgency  in  the  urinary  organs. 
After  the  exhibition  of  this  remedy, 

there 
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there  is  sometimes  an  extraordinary 
sensation  of  giddiness,  which  will  con- 
tinue frequently  for  several  days,  but 
which  I have  always  found  to  wear 
away  without  any  particular  treat- 
ment, except  that  of  keeping  the  pa- 
tient quiet,  and  regulating  the  bowels 
with  oleum  ricini  and  manna.  This 
practice,  therefore,  it  is  right  to  ob- 
serve, as  long  as  the  urine  retains  its 
violet  smell,  which  I think  is  usua  »y 
commensurate  with  the  headach.  I 
mention  this  peculiar  sensation  of  the 
brain,  from  an  idea,  that  on  this  ef- 
fect, so  long  continued,  the  success  of 
turpentine  as  a remedy  in  epileptic 
cases  (as  will  hereafter  be  shown)  may 
' more  especially  depend,  destroying,  by 
a fresh  excitement,  that  degree  of  irri- 
tation, which  may  have  existed  as  the 
cause  of  the  epileptic  disease. 

Worms  are  not  in  general  very  dif- 
ficult to  be  destroyed.  A few  doses 
of  any  mercurial  remedy  will  be  suffi- 
cient in  most  cases,  but  under  certain 

circumstances 
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circumstances  other  methods  must  be 
resorted  to,  and  other  remedies  em- 
ployed : for  it  often  happens  that 
worms  are  the  consequence  of  feeble 
action  and  diseased  secretions,  and 
therefore,  although  it  be  desirable  that 
the  worms  as  an  effect  should  be  re- 
moved, yet  it  is  evident,  that  unless 
the  conditions  favourable  to  their  pro- 
duction be  altered,  the  patient  must 
remain  ever  liable  to  their  regenera- 
tion. This  observation  is  verified  in 
the  common  worm  cases  of  children, 
where  the  disease  is  constantly  recur- 
ring, until  the  habit  be  changed  either 
by  medicine,  or  by  an  alteration  of 
diet.  In  the  case  of  a fishmonger, 
whether  it  be  owing  to  the  nature  of 
his  business,  or  to  whatever  other 
cause,  although  the  oleum  terebinthi- 
nae  has  again  and  again  cleared  his 
bowels  of  the  tape- worm,  yet  the  same 
symptoms  and  the  same  disease  re- 
appeared at  the  expiration  of  a few 
Weeks  : he  is  now  however  quite  well. 

Cases 
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Cases  of  worms  then  are  not  always 
so  simple  as  they  have  been  imagined 
to  be,  and  in  confirmation  of  this  ob- 
servation, I shall  beg  to  lay  before 
the  Collegfe  a case  of  tsenia,  combined 
with  another  disease,  and  which  was 
successfully  treated  with  the  oleum 
terebinthinae  rectificatum. 

A female,  about  30  years  of  age, 
was  labouring  under  violent  and  ano- 
malous pains  about  the  region  of  the 
stomach.  Although  there  was  no  dis- 
coloration of  the  skin,  yet  from  the 
seat  of  the  pain,  and  the  direction  in 
which  it  seemed  to  aifect  her,  I sus- 
pected gall-stones.  In  this  I was  not 
deceived,  for  in  the  course  of  a week, 
she  voided  eight  of  the  size  of  an  ir- 
regularly shaped  pea  or  vetch,  and  in 
the  necessary  examinations  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  biliary  calculi,  I observed 
a few  distinct  joints  of  taenia.  She 
had  been  very  much  reduced  in 
strength,  and  for  several  days  before  I 
saw  her,  had  been  confined  to  her 
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bed,  and  although,  after  the  passing  of 
the  gall-stones,  she  was  considerably 
relieved  in  respect  to  the  acute  pain, 
yet  she  was  still  very  feverish  and 
restless  and  sick,  and  far  from  being 
either  night  or  day  at  any  time  in  the 
least  degree  comfortable. 

In  her  very  reduced  state,  I did 
not  dare  to  be  very  active  with  mercu- 
rials, but  I gave  her  ten  grains  of  hy- 
drargyrus  cum  creta,  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  confectio  opii,  morning 
and  evening,  under  the  twofold  ex- 
pectation of  affecting  the  biliary  secre- 
tion and  disturbing  the  tape-worm* 
Some  other  medicines  of  the  febrifuge, 
but  at  the  same  time  of  the  gently 
tonic  kind,  were  administered,  and  in 
about  three  weeks  she  was  able  to  sit 
up.  The  mouth  was  somewhat  ten- 
der from  the  mercurial,  and  joints  of 
taenia  were  still  voided  daily  : how  far 
the  biliary  obstruction,  connected,  as 
it  certainly  was  in  this  case,  with  very 
languid  and  diseased  secretions,  might 
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favour  the  generation  of  the  tape- 
worm, I need  not  stop  to  inquire. 

About  this  time,  the  oleum  terebin- 
thinae  rectiiicatum  was  beginning  to 
obtain  considerable  credit  in  worm 
cases,  and  one  of  the  lumbriciis  kind 
I knew  to  have  been  cured  by  a single 
dose.  I therefore  determined  to  adopt 
this  practice  in  the  instance  of  taenia 
then  before  me,  and  directed  one  fluid- 
ounce  of  the  turpentine  to  be  given 
immediately.  The  menses  having  ap- 
peared soon  after  my  visit,  the  medi- 
cine was  not  then  taken,  but  two  days 
afterwards  I gave  it  myself  to  the  pa- 
tient, and  she  swallowed  it  unmixed 
without  any  difficulty,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  some  heat  in  the  mouth, 
without  experiencing  any  disagreeable 
sensation  v/hatever.  The  following 
morning  I found,  that  in  about  an 
hour  after  the  dose  was  taken,  she  felt 
some  commotion  in  the  bowels,  which, 
although  it  had  occasioned  sickness, 
had  vomited  her  but  a little,  and  that 

the 
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the  nurse  finding  that  there  had  been 
no  operation  downwards,  had  just 
given  her  a small  dose  of  castor  oil. 
In  an  hour  afterwards  she  had  a stool 
mixed  with  portions  of  gelatinous  mat- 
ter, some  of  which  had  very  evidently 
the  appearance  of  joints  of  tape-worm; 
but  as  the  whole  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  remedy  and  not  carried  away 


as  is  usual  with  a larger  dose  of  tur- 


pentine, it  seemed  to  have  been  di- 
gested like  any  other  animal  matter 
when  deprived  of  life,  and  afforded  in 
the  space  of  24  hours  but  little  traces 
of  its  original  state  of  existence.  The 
patient  expressed  herself  as  being  per- 
fectly at  ease  and  very  comfortable, 
and  stated,  that  all  the  inconvenience, 
which  she  experienced,  arose  from  a 
little  flatulence  and  rather  a trouble- 
some frequency  of  making  water.  As 
this  paper  was  not  one  of  those  at 
first  selected  for  publication,  I have 
now  the  opportunity  of  adding,  that 
I saw  the  patient  again  after  an  in- 
terval 
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terval  of  more  than  three  years,  labour- 
ing under  another  attack  of  gall-stones 
which  after  a few  days  passed,  but 
there  had  at  no  time  been  any  return 
of  tsenia. 

The  full  effect  of  the  turpentine  was 
not  so  quickly  produced  in  the  in- 
stance just  recited,  as  in  all  the  rest 
that  have  since  been  under  my  care : 
for  the  practice  being  rather  new  to 
me,  and  the  patient  very  feeble,  I pro- 
ceeded widi  caution,  and  gave  the  re- 
medy in  a diminished  dose.  It  proved 
however  quite  sufficient  for  distribu- 
tion throughout  the  whole  intestinal 
canal,  although  it  passed  less  expedi- 
tiously than  is  usual  through  it.  And 
this  leads  me  to  observe,  that  on  such 
general  distribution,  the  efficacy  of 
this,  and  of  many  other  worm  medi- 
cines more  especially  depends : for  if 
those  in  common  use  had  always  been 
exhibited  in  much  larger  doses,  I am 
persuaded,  that  our  success  would 
not  so  generally  have  been  called  in 

question. 
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question.  Whilst  I was  physician  to 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  now  se- 
veral years  agOj  a gentleman’s  servant 
came  to  me  every  week,  as  an  out- 
patient, who  voided  portions  of  tape- 
worm, usually  in  distinct  joints,  but 
sometimes  several  of  them  connected 
together.  He  was  diiected  to  take 
the  fern  root,  and  during  the  first  few 
days  of  every  successive  week,  he  was 
always  relieved  from  the  uneasy  sen- 
sations which  the  taenia  occasioned, 
and  remarking  to  me,  “ that  if  his 
medicine  did  but  hold  out,  he  was 
sure  he  should  be  cured,”  I directed 
it  to  be  given  him  in  as  large  a quan- 
tity as  he  chose  to  take  it,  and  accord- 
ingly in  two  or  three  weeks,  by  keep- 
ing the  intestines  wholly  occupied  as 
it  were  by  the  powdered  root,  the  pa- 
tient perfectly  recovered.  Another  in- 
stance nearly  at  the  same  time  occur- 
red to  me  of  a midshipman,  who  was 
then  under  orders  for  the  Nore,  to 
whom  I prescribed  the  same  mode  of 
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relief,  with  a request  that  he  would 
take  as  much  of  the  fern  as  his  sto- 
mach would  bear,  and  inform  me  of 
the  result,  if  unsuccessful ; but  having 
heard  nothing  from  him,  I presume 
that  he  was  cured  also.  But  the  fern 
root  cannot  always  be  kept  upon  the 
stomach  in  a quantity  sufficient  to  in- 
sure success.  A poor  woman,  who 
kept  a stall  near  Fleet-market,  was 
also  my  out-patient  at  the  hospital, 
and  from  the  fortunate  issue  of  the 
case  above  recorded,  I had  no  diffi- 
culty in  pressing  upon  her  large  quan- 
tities of  the  same  remedy.  This,  how- 
ever, her  stomach  would  not  retain, 
and  she  returned  to  me  the  following 
week  much  mortified  with  her  disap- 
pointment. I then  ordered  her  large 
quantities  of  powdered  tin  in  the  com- 
mon form  of  electuary,  and  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  finding,  that  by  this  me- 
thodj  she  was  restored  in  a very  short 
time  to  perfect  health.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  in  neither  of  the  cases 
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have  I been  at  all  solicitous  respecting 
any  discharges  by  stool,  conceiving 
that  the  cure  depends,  as  I have  be- 
fore hinted,  upon  the  remedy  being 
distributed  throughout  every  part  of 
the  intestines,  so  as  thereby  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  the  worms  es- 
caping its  anthelminthic  power,  and 
more  effectually  to  provide  a relief  for 
that  morbid  condition  of  the  bowels 
whence  they  most  probably*  derive 
their  existence.  On  the  same  prin- 
ciple, the  green  portions  of  the  com- 
mon fir,  of  the  savin,  and  of  all  the 
terebinthinate  class,  when  powdered 
and  taken  in  large  doses,  would  be 
efficacious,  as  I judge  from  the  power 
possessed  by  many  of  them  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  worms  of  horses.  ‘ 
There  are  several  other  remedies 
too  which  will  in  like  manner  destroy 
worms : a large  quantity  of  common 
culinary  salt  has  been  known  to  effect 
this  purpose,  as  well  as  sea  water,  and 
most  of  those  compounds  which  are 
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usually  denominated  neutral  salts. 
Mercury  has  perhaps  been  held  in  the 
highest  esteem,  but  it  cannot  always 
be  given  to  that  full  extent  which  is 
desirable  to  render  it  completely  effi- 
cacious. Iron  has  chiedy  been  re- 
garded as  preventive  of  the  recurrence 
of  worms,  though  if  given  in  quantity 
large  enough  it  will  also  destroy  them ; 
and  on  the  same  account  too,  bitters 
have  been  often  used,  and  would  be 
equally  efficacious  with  any  other  re- 
medy, could  we  venture  upon  them 
in  similar  doses  : in  the  way  of  injec- 
tion, where  neither  the  strength  of  the 
bitter  nor  its  quantity  can  disorder  the 
system,  nothing  is  found  so  immedi- 
ately benehcial  in  the  cure  of  ascari- 
des,  and  I have  not  the  least  doubt, 
could  the  other  kinds  of  worms  be 
fully  exposed  to  the  same  action,  that 
they  in  like  manner  would  be  destroy-* 
ed  also : injections  of  pure  oil,  as  well 
as  of  lime  water,  I have  known  to  be 
very  efficacious  upon  the  same  prin- 
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cipje.  Dolichos  pruriens,  spigelia 
Marilandica,  linum  catharticum,  ela- 
teriam,  jalap,  and  many  other  medi- 
cines, liave  long  been  celebrated  in 
worm  cases  ; but  if  what  I have  ad- 
vanced respecting  the  necessary  dis- 
tribution of  a medicine  throug-hout 
the  intestinal  canal,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce its  full  effect,  be  founded  in  fact, 
several  of  these  and  of  other  remedies, 
commonly  employed  as  anthelmin- 
thics,  must  be  given  in  gre 
creased  doses. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  paper, 
whilst  I was  remarking  that  cases  of 
worms  were  sometimes  combined  with  '! 
other  diseases,  I stated,  that  occasion- 
ally some  ulterior  benefit  was  derived 
from  the  use  of  worm  medicines  in 
epileptic  cases.  This  observation  has 
indeed  been  long  familiar  to  every 
practitioner,  and  acted  upon  in  most 
instances  of  that  deplorable  malady. 
Not  aware,  however,  that  we  have  any 
account,  until  lately^  of  the  successful 
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employment  of  oleum  terebinthinae  in 
such  cases,  and  having  myself  some 
years  ago  found  an  obvious  benefit 
from  its  exhibition,  I deem  it  right  to 
mention  the  extent  of  my  experience 
to  the  College  : I have  used  the  ex- 
pression, until  lately^  because  Dr. 
Edward  Percival,  of  Dublin,  has 
published  some  striking  cases,  of  its 
efficacy  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
Eeview  of  the  present  mouth,  and 
consequently  must,  in  some  measure, 
be  considered  as  entilled  to  the  ho- 
nour of  priority,  although  I had  inci- 
dentally mentioned  its  powers  in  epi- 
leptic cases,  in  my  work  on  Diabetes, 
which  was  put  to  the  press  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1810,  and  although,  as  ! have 
above  hinted,  the  foOowmg  was  read 
at  the  College  so  long  ago  as  the  i>th 
of  April,  of  the  same  year,  and  a por- 
tion of  the  subsequent  observations 
some  time  in  June  aiterwa.ds. 

A young  lady,  of  aboiit  20  years 
of  age,  was  brought  to  me  from  the 
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neighbourhood  of  Hammersmith,  on 
the  2*6th  of  March,  1809.  She  seem- 
ed to  all  appearance  in  high  health, 
but  was  leaning  on  another  lady,  as 
she  said  her  leg  had  just  failed  her, 
and  she  doubted  whether  she  should 
be  able  to  reach  the  chair.  She  was 
conducted  to  it,  and  instantly  an  in- 
voluntary motion  of  the  feet  and  legs 
and  the  whole  lower  extremities  com- 
menced. The  motion  was  as  violent 
and  as  rapid  as  is  possible,  and  the 
noise  in  consequence  of  it  could  be 
compared  to  nothing  so  aptly  as  to 
that  of  the  loudest  drum,  both  as  to  the 
regularity  of  its  rhythm  and  its  sound; 
for  the  feet  beat  the  floor  alternately 
with  successive  and  inconceivably 
quick  strokes.  This  lasted  a full  mi- 
nute, and  was  followed  by  a sort  of 
unmeaning  laugh.  She  then  beat  the 
knee  violently  with  the  left  hand  for 
about  half  a miiiute,  and  then  with 
the  right  for  the  same  space  of  time. 
She  then  rested,  and  laughed  foolishly, 

and 
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and  sighed,  and  then  beat, with  her 
feet  aofain  in  the  same  manner  as  be- 
fore,  and  these  pnroxysms  continued 
in  a sort  of  reo^iilar  succession  for  at 
least  ten  minutes : she  then  set  up  an 
identic  laugh,  and  screamed,  and 
stretching  herself  out  upon  the  chair, 
her  whole  body  as  well  as  her  limbs 
became  stiff,  her  eyes  had  the  true  ca- 
taleptic stare,  and,  in  a few  seconds, 
strong  epileptic  convulsions  succeeded. 
Every  muscle  of  the  body  was  now 
violently  agitated,  she  foamed  at  the 
mouth,  and  the  face  was  most  hide- 
ously distorted.  After  the  convulsive 
spasms  had  lasted  for  some  time,  she 
became  exhausted,  and  fell  into  a state 
of  complete  coma  ; during  which,  no 
pulsation  was  perceivable  at  the  wrists, 
nor  did  she  appear  to  breathe,  but 
continued  as  it  were  lifeless  for  some 
minutes:  she  then  by  degrees  came  to 
herself  again,  but  did  not  recover  her 
recollection  perfectly  whilst  she  re- 
mained with  me. 
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I had  made  myself  acquainted  as 
well  as  I was  able  with  every  circum- 
stance. 1 learned  that  these  fits  re- 
curred every  day,  but  that  she  had 
seldom  been  so  much  affected  as  in 
the  paroxysms  which  I had  witnessed. 
Many  remedies  had  been  already  tried, 
and  the  idea  of  worms,  as  a cause, 
had  again  and  again  been  acted  upon. 
Still,  however,  nothing  more  obvious 
than  worms  or  slimy  bowels  presented 
itself  to  me,  for  the  circumstances  at- 
tendant upon  female  health  were  per- 
fect, and  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
thing  in  the  brain  beyond  its  morbid 
sensibility  as  an  exciting  cause.  I 
also  thought,  that  if  there  were  no 
worms,  the  uneasy  state  of  stomach 
and  bowels  ought  to  be  relieved  by 
some  of  the  usual  mercurial  medicines, 
and  I had  actually  directed  accord- 
ingly. But  it  occurred  to  me,  as 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tory action,  that  the  oleum  terebinthi- 
nae  rectificatum  could  not  possibly  do 

any 
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any  harm,  even  should  the  complaint 
not  depend  upon  worms  or  vitiated 
mucus  in  the  intestinal  canal,  and  I 
therefore  requested  that  a full  ounce 
should  be  given  at  once  before  the 
other  medicines  were  administered, 
and  that  I might  be  informed  of  the 
result  on  that  day  week.  The  tur- 
pentine was  given  according  to  my 
directions  the  next  day,  whieh  after 
having  occasioned  some  slight  uneasi- 
ness in  the  stomach,  passed  into  the 
intestines,  and  produced  six  very  large 
stools,  which  the  person  who  called 
upon  me  at  the  end  of  the  week  had 
not  examined.  He  told  me,  however, 
what  was  of  infinitely  more  conse- 
quence, that  the  lady  had  had  no  fits 
whatever  since  she  had  taken  the  tur- 
pentine, and  that  her  family  were  con- 
vinced, that  to  it  alone  she  was  in- 
debted for  the  suspension  of  her  com- 
plaint. She  was  of  course  desired  to 
take  the  medicine  again  whenever  she 
might  be  threatened  with  another  par- 
oxysm, 
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oxysm,  and  this  direction  was  fol- 
lowed with  considerable  advantage. 
After  this  period,  ceasing  to  receive 
any  further  information  about  my  pa- 
tient, I am  unable  to  state  what  was 
the  actual  event  of  the  case.  I hus 
much,  however,  may  we  venture  to 
affirm,  that  in  its  immediate  efferts, 
the  turpentine  produced  some,  and  it 
may  be  permanent,  benefit;  and  hence 
I have  found  myself  justified  in  re- 
commending it  in  those  cases,  where, 
from  the  general  obscurity  of  the  cause 
we  may  be  led  to  suspect  that  worms, 
or  something  operating  like  worms, 
in  the  stomach  or  intestines,  may  oc- 
casion so  much  of  nervous  excitement 
as  may  irritate  and  disturb  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain,  and  consequently 
produce  the  epileptic  disease. 

Acting  upon  this  presumption,  I 
have  since  followed  the  same  practice 
in  a number  of  epileptic  cases,  and 
although,  in  many  of  them,  I have 
done  little  or  no  good,  yet  I should 
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be  doing  injustice  to  the  remedy,  if  I 
did  not  add,  that  in  some  I have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  it  very  bene- 
ficial, and,  in  a few,  that  it  has  cured. 
In  so  deplorable  a malady  as  epilepsy, 
any  thing  that,  even  in  the  slightest 
degree,  can  have  been  said  to  have  mi- 
tigated the  paroxysm,  we  know  to  have 
been  resorted  to  with  eagerness ; but 
if,  in  several  instances,  the  fits  which 
usually  occurred  daily  have  been  put 
off  for  a month,  and  then  have  at- 
tacked the  patient  under  a much 
milder  form,  and  if  even  out  of  the 
whole  number  but  one  or  two  have 
been  cured,  I think  the  remedy  well 
entitled  to  consideration. 

Facts  with  respect  to  the  efficacy 
of  oleum  terebinth inae  having  thus 
within  my  own  practice  much  accu- 
mulated in  a very  short  space  of  time, 
I have  been  unwilling  to  suppress  the 
knowledge  of  them.  In  other  hands, 
I confidently  expect  that  the  remedy 
may  prove  even  more  extensively  use- 
ful, 
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ful,  and  that  mankind  will  not  be  de- 
prived of  an  advantage  generally, 
which  it  has  al  eady  afforded,  in  a few 
particular  cases,  considered  as  almost 
hopeless.  iVly  practice,  it  may  have 
been  observed,  has  hitherto  been  con- 
fined to  the  exhibition  of  one  large 
dose,  and  I have  afterwards  waited 
until  another  paioxysm  ; but  I can- 
not help  saying,  that  after  such  an 
exhibition  once  or  twice,  in  the  event 
of  the  recurrence  of  the  fits,  it  would 
seem  much  more  reasonable  to  pursue 
the  plan  of  giving  the  same  quantity 
daily  in  divided  doses,  as  practised  by 
Dr.  P ercival,  w ho,  in  a letter  just  re- 
ceived from  him  at  Dublin,  confirms 
to  me  his  former  good  account  of  its 
efficacy,  and  at  the  same  time  most 
handsomely  acknowledges,  that  he 
first  employed  this  remedy  from  the 
recommendation  which  I had  given 
of  it  in  my  Book  on  Diabetes  above- 
mentioned. 

I have  not  yet  tried  the  effect  of 
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oleum  terebinthinee  rectificatum  in 
chorea ; but  the  analogy  which  seems 
to  exist,  between  it  and  epilepsy,  would 
at  least  justify  the  experiment.  I have 
hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  employ- 
ing 0!ie  or  two  mercurial  purges,  and 
then  have  administered  the  tincture  of 
digitalis  in  gradually  increased  doses, 
until  the  patient  felt  the  usual  affec- 
tion of  stupor  in  the  head,  and  which 
by  the  proper  management  of  the  re- 
medy, 1 always  to  a certain  extent 
have  wished  to  maintain.  As  I have 
generally  succeeded  by  this  method  of 
practice,  I have  not  yet  thought  fit  to 
deviate  from  it,  but  in  proportion  as 
the  efficacy  of  the  oleum  terebinthinae 
in  epilepsy  may  be  more  fully  ascer- 
tained, analogy  will  lead  us  to  its  ex- 
hibition not  only  in  chorea,  but  in 
many  other  diseases  which  may  appear 
to  arise  from  irregular  nervous  excite- 
ment. 

As  I cannot  be  misunderstood  by 
those,  before  whom  this  Paper  will  be 
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laid,  I need  not  say,  that  in  epilepsy 
occasioned  by  diseased  structure  of 
the  brain,  or  of  parts  connected  with 
it,  neither  the  remedy  I have  recom- 
mended, nor  any  other  can  be  of 
avail ; and  that  it  is  only  in  cases  de- 
pending upon  a cause  unconnected 
with  diseased  organization,  and, which 
is  producing  too  great  an  excitement 
in  the  nervous  system,  in  a way  not 
easily  to  be  explained,  that  the  oleum 
terebinthinae  rectificatum  can  be  suc- 
cessfully employed. 
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VI.  On  Cachexia  Aphthosa.  By  John  La- 
tham, M.D.  F.R.S.  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  3rd  January,  1814. 

In  a country  so  widely  commercial  as 
our  own,  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that 
diseases,  not  strictly  belonging  to  it, 
should  occasionally  be  seen  among  us, 
and  that  the  universal  spirit  of  enter- 
prise which  enriches  Britain,  as  a na- 
tion, should  in  some  sort  also  be  the 
means  of  enlarging  its  catalogue  of 
evils.  This  general  intercourse  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  entails  upon 
physicians  the  necessity  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  diseases  of  other 
climates ; and  it  is  under  such  an  im- 
pression that  I take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  the  College,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  a peculiar  kind  of  Cachexy, 
frequent  in  warmer  climates,  and 
which,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  falls 
sometimes  under  our  observation  in 
this.  Some  very  interesting  cases  have 
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occurred  to  me,  and  I am  induced  to' 
think,  that  a compendious  view  of  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  malady, 
if  communicated  through  the  channel 
of  our  Transactions,  might  have  its 
use  in  tending  to  make  its  symptoms 
more  easily  cognisable. 

1 his  disease,  to  which  I have  given 
the  name  of  Cachexia  Aphthosa,  is 
well  described  by  Hillary,  under  that 
of  Aphthoides  Chronica.  Its  nature 
is  well  enough  denoted  by  its  name, 
for  aphtlious  ulceration  occupying  the 
mouth, ' tongue,  and  fauces,  and  per- 
vading also  the  oesophagus,  stomach, 
and  intestinal  canal,  characterizes  the 
truly  cachectic  state  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem. The  disease  is  not  often  abso- 
lutely cured,  yet  it  admits  of  allevia- 
tion ; and  if  the  patient  cannot  in  this, 
with  equal  certainty  as  in  many  other 
diseases,  find  permanent  relief,  medi- 
cal aid,  however,  will  not  always  be 
administered  in  vain. 

The  few  cases  which  I have  been 
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called  upon  to  visit,  have  not,  for  the 
most  part,  terminated  fortunately : for 
I have  generally  found  the  patient  pre- 
viously worn  down  by  diarrhoea,  and 
his  mouth,  tongue,  and  fauces  so  sore, 
so  red,  and  so  excoriated,  that  he 
could  not  sufficiently  supply  the  ne- 
cessary waste  of  aliment ; or  if  the 
softest  and  most  liquid  kind  of  food 
was  swallowed,  as  by  reason  of  the 
same  superficial  ulceration  existing  in 
the  stomach,  no  healthy  digestion 
could  take  place,  it  passed  quickly 
through  the  whole  canal  with  a sort 
of  lienteric  swiftness,  without  any  fe- 
culent consistence  or  smell  or  colour. 
The  patients  at  first  usually  com- 
plain of  acidity  in  the  stomach,  with 
eructation  and  heart-burn  ; and  it  is 
in  this  stage  of  the  complaint,  where 
there  is  never  any  fever,  and  when  it 
scarcely  appears  to  be  more  than 
simple  dyspepsia,  that  medicine  is 
most  efficaciously  administered.  I 
have  not  found  the  liver  to  be  painful 
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or  enlarged,  for  as  the  disease  ad- 
vances, 1 believe  it  to  be  contracted  ; 
nor  are  the  eyes  jaundiced,  although, 
from  the  olive-like  complexion,  one 
cannot  help  suspecting  diseased  hepa- 
tic action  ; and  yet,  perhaps,  I should 
come  nearer  to  the  truth,  were  I to 
say,  that  from  the  diminished  secretion 
of  the  liver,  there  is  not  a siifficiencv 
of  bile  to  impart  the  usual  appear- 
ances to  the  alvine  discharges. 

When  one  considers  the  great  pros- 
tration of  strength  in  this  disease,  the 
marasmus  that  in  its  latter  stages  su- 
pervenes, the  coldness  of  the  extremi- 
ties, the  rough  and  dry  skin,  the  pal-  , 
lid  or  rather  the  olive-coloured  coun- 
tenance, the  flaccidity  of  muscles,  and 
the  blood,  which,  almost  in  a dissolved 
state,  from  the  slightest  injury  will 
sometimes  flow  from  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  nose,  one  cannot 
but  entertain  an  opinion  that  it  bears 
a strong  analogy  to  scurvy : and  if  I 
am  right  in  supposing  that  the  secre- 
tion 
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tioii  of  bile  is  as  trifling  as  I have  just 
now  hinted  it  to  be,  I see  no  reason 
why  an  imperfect  chylification,  from 
the  want  of  such  a principal  agent  as 
bile  is,  may  not  as  gradually  consti- 
tute Cachexia  Aphthosa,  as  when  from 
food  of  little  nutriment,  as  in  the  pro- 
duction of  scurvy,  chylification  be- 
comes next  to  impossible,  and  at  last 
ceases  altogether. 

But  I must  not,  in  any  analogical 
reasoning  or  speculating  about  the 
possible  cause  of  the  disease,  forget  the 
more  obvious  circumstances  attending 
it.  Those  who  have  been  long  in  hot 
climates  are  most  usually  afflicted  with 
it,  and  although  I have  not  in  them 
always  actually  traced  it  to  intempe- 
rance or  irregularity  of  living,  yet 
in  some  who  have  suffered  from  it  in 
this  country,  there  has  been  every  rea- 
son to  suppose,  that  indulgence  in  vi- 
nous and  spirituous  liquors  has  not 
unfrequently  produced  it. 

A slow  hectic  fever,  with  a pulse 
^ weak 
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weak  and  a little  nnicker  than  natural, 
maiks  the  comnieneement  of  this  dis- 
ease. 1 he  urine  is  small  m quantity 
and  sometimes  exhibits  a milky  or 
wheyish  turbidness.  There  is  some 
thirst,  and  the  skin  begins  to  be  rather 
rongli  and  dry.  Pimples  on  the  edges 
of  the  tongue,  with  super fieial  blisters 
within  the  mouth  and  fauees,  next  suc- 
ceed, and  a corresponding  heat  and 
soreness  of  the  stomach  more  or  less 
accompany  this  and  every  stage  of  the 
disease.  The  whole  intestmal  canal 
soon  afterwards  becomes  affected,  and 
diarrhoea  consequently  comes  on.  The 
discharges,  both  in  colour  and  con- 
sistence, are  more  like  thick  oatmeal 
gruel,  in  an  incipient  state  of  ferment- 
ation, than  faeces  ; and  they  are  some- 
times sour,  but  seldom  offensive,  ex- 
cept when  occasionally  mixed  with 
mucus,  or  blood  from  abraded  vessels, 
when  of  course  the  peculiar  odour  of 
putrid  animal  matter  is  sufficiently 
manifested. 
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This  may  be  considered  as  a sort 
of  fit  or  paroxysm  of  Cachexia  Aph- 
thosa,  which,  whether  assisted  by  me- 
dicine or  left  to  itself,  will  frequently 
admit  of  respite  or  temporary  relief. 
It,  however,  is  not  of  long  duration, 
for  the  paroxysm  soon  recurs  with 
every  symptom  aggravated.  It  is  then 
that  the  mind  of  the  patient  suffers  a 
fearful  despondency  : for  by  this  time 
he  has  usually  discovered  the  real  na- 
ture of  his  complaint,  and  looks  upon 
any  alleviation  as  merely  the  sus- 
pension of  his  misery.  He  expects 
the  next  attack  to  be  accompanied 
with  circumstances  still  more  violent 
and  formidable.  The  ulceration  of 
the  tono'ue  and  mouth  then  becomes 
more  painful,  the  salivary  discharge 
is  every  moment  provoked  from  a de- 
nuded surface,  and  the  disordered 
state  of  stomach  and  intestines  is  in- 
tolerably oppressive.  Death,  in  its  ap- 
proach, however,  still  unkindly  lingers 
and  seems  as  it  were  unwilling  to  over- 
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take  its  languid  victim,  until,  worn 
down  with  inquietude  and  fatigue,  he 
sinks  into  a state  of  exhausted  apathy, 
and  life  deserts  him. 

I have  already  said,  that  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease  may  be  considered 
as  dyspeptic  ; and  I have  no  doubt 
but  the  remedies  then  usually  em- 
ployed almost  always  prevent  it  from 
becoming  a very  formidable  complaint 
in  this  country.  A few  doses  of  hy- 
drargyrus  submuriatus,  with  any  bitter 
infusion,  rendered  purgative  with  a 
little  rhubarb  or  magnesia,  will  gene- 
rally cure  it  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
and  the  patient  will  soon  return  to  his 
usual  occupations.  But  it  is  not  so 
in  warmer  climates,  nor  indeed  always 
so  in  this : for  the  liver,  which  is  per- 
haps concerned  in  almost  every  case 
of  dyspepsia,  will  not  always  so  readily 
obey  the  operation  of  medicine,  and 
if  to  increased  temperature  there 
should  unfortunately  be  added  irregu- 
larity and  intemperance,  the  disease 
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we  find  not  so  easily  relieved.  Still, 
however,  I would  recommend  mercu- 
rial remedies,  and  use  either  mercurial 
ointment  by  friction  on  the  hepatic 
region,  or  apply  a mercurial  plaster. 
I would  try  the  stomach  and  intestines 
with  half  a grain  or  a grain  of  hydrar- 
gyrus  submuriatus  with  a like  quan- 
tity of  opium  every  night,  or  I would 
give  ten  grains  of  hydrargyrus  cum 
creta,  with  an  equal  dose  of  confectio 
opii,  until  the  colour  and  consistence 
of  the  excrements  became  more  na- 
tural. I should  not  object  also  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  disease,  and  even 
during  the  administration  of  the  mer- 
cury, to  occasional  doses  of  ipecacu- 
anha as  an  emetic,  which  might  not 
only  clear  the  stomach  from  oppres- 
sive matter,  but  solicit  also  a more 
free  discharge  of  bile.  When  the  cure 
has  thus  far  proceeded,  I would  order 
my  pvitient  any  light  bitter,  and  cor- 
rect the  bowels,  when  necessary,  with 
rhubarb  or  magnesia, prepared  chalk  or 
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aromatic  confection.  Lime-water,  with 
cascarilla  or  lemon-peel,  or  cinnamon, 
or  pomegranate  rind  in  cold  infusion, 
either  separately  or  with  one  or  more 
of  these  ingredients,  becomes  now  a 
good  medicine.  Mixed  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  milk,  it  may  be  used  in 
this  and  almost  any  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, as  a very  proper  and  excellent 
beverage.  The  food  should  all  along 
be  light,  mucilaginous,  and  nutri- 
tious ; and  every  thing  which  is  sti- 
mulant, either  in  form  of  wine  or  spi- 
rit, or  highly  seasoned  diet,  should  be 
avoided  altogether. 

But  the  complaint  must  not  be  sup- 
posed to  stop  here.  The  painfully 
denuded  state  of  the  tongue  and  fau-  | 
ces  will  demand  the  most  earnest  at- 
tentions of  the  physician,  and  the  un- 
happy peevishness  of  the  fretful  suf- 
ferer will  now  begin  to  exercise  his  j 
utmost  patience.  I have  always  found 
it  better  to  advise  simple  mucilage,  or  I 
mucilage  w ith  a little  alum,  or  with 
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borax,  or  with  syrup  of  poppies,  or 
even  warm  barley-water  to  be  kept  in 
the  mouth  for  a few  minutes  and  af- 
terwards to  be  slowly  swallowed,  than 
any  thing  as  a gargle  of  a more  active 
and  detergent  kind.  1 have  seen  ten 
grains  of  borax  with  a little  opium  in 
a mucilaginous  draught  three  or  four 
times  a day,  correct  the  distressing 
heat  of  the  stomach,  and  restrain  the 
irregular  operations  of  the  intestinal 
canal.  With  the  same  intentions  also 
I have  given  10  or  15  grains  of  pre- 
pared lapis  calaminaris  every  six  hours, 
or  directed  five  or  six  grains  of  the 
compound  powder  of  ipecacuanha  in 
a draught  of  almond  emulsion.  The 
physician  will,  unfortunately,  have 
abundant  opportunity  of  trying  these 
and  many  other  means  of  relief,  which 
his  own  judgment  must  on  the  occa- 
sion suggest  to  him,  but  he  will  com- 
monly find  it  right  to  give  at  intervals 
a draught  composed  of  rhubarb  and 
of  compound  powder  of  chalk  with 
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opium,  or  of  rhubarb  with  a fe\^ 
grains  of  compound  powder  of  ipeca- 
cuanha. Hillary  recommends  occa- 
sional emetics  of  ipecacuanha  in  small 
doses  of  six  or  eight  grains. 

1 he  disease,  however,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  which  the  physician  makes, 
will  but  too  often  baffle  him  in  his  at- 
tempts to  relieve  it.  The  weak  state 
of  his  patient  is  every  day  rendered 
still  weaker  from  his  inability  either 
to  masticate  or  to  digest  his  food,  and 
from  the  irritable  condition  of  his 
bowels  which  prevents  the  retention 
of  it.  At  this  stage  of  the  disease, 
w hen  sleep  becomes  constantly  inter- 
rupted by  the  painful  salivary  dis- 
charge, and  this  is  followed  by  diar- 
rhoea, and  diarrhoea  by  excessive  lan- 
guor and  despondency,  there  seems 
nothing  left  for  the  physician  to  do 
beyond  the  attempt  to  palliate  the  pa- 
tient’s sufferings,  as  well  as  he  is  able, 
by  sedatives,  and  opium  is  that  on 
which  he  will  principally  rely.  Here 
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I will  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that 
in  a case  where  hope  had  long  de- 
serted us,  and  where  the  patient’s  pow- 
ers were  still  further  depressed  by  a 
sudden  domestic  affliction,  opium  in 
considerable  doses  effected  what  all 
other  remedies  had  failed  to  accom- 
plish. This  gentleman  had  returned 
from  the  West  Indies  in  the  summer 
of  1804,  having  been  told  by  his  phy- 
sician that  he  could  not  live  a month 
longer  in  that  climate.  He  experi- 
enced considerable  relief,  and,  as  we 
had  hoped,  a cure,  from  the  constant 
use  of  milk  and  lime-water.  Being 
of  a very  active  disposition,  and  sup- 
posing himself  well,  he  undertook  a 
long  journey  into  Scotland,  in  which 
he  endured  considerable  fatigue.  His 
disease  returned  in  its  most  aggravated 
shape  on  his  arrival  in  London  in  the 
beginning  of  winter.  Among  other 
means  of  relief,  it  however  partially 
subsided,  under  a course  of  borax  and 
syrup  of  poppies.  His  weakness,  not- 
withstanding. 
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withstanding,  increased,  and  diarrhoea 
was  rapidly  exhausting  him.  Opiates 
and  absorbents  seemed  at  first  to  do 
him  some  little  good,  but  they  after- 
wards failed.  The  mouth,  throat, 
stomach,  and  intestinal  canal  were 
very  painful  throughout  their  whole 
course,  and  diarrhoea  now  harassed 
him  in  all  its  violence.  Opium  formed 
into  a pill,  with  a little  soap,  could  not 
very  conveniently  be  managed  as  a 
suppository,  but  he  at  last  unwillingly 
consented  that  a small  quantity  of 
arrow-root  jelly,  with  50  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium,  should  be  injected 
into  the  rectum.  From  this  he  ob- 
tained some  alleviation  of  his  distress, 
for  he  lay  easily  and  had  some  sleep. 
When  the  clyster  was  discharged,  an- 
other was  immediately  introduced,  and 
in  a few  days  he  became  very  com- 
fortable. I was  surprised  to  find  also 
that  at  this  time  the  discharges  were 
tolerably  well  marked  with  bile,  and 
considerably  more  feculent.  The  sore- 
ness 
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ness  of  his  mouth  and  of  the  whole 
canal  gradually  subsided,  and  the 
tongue  assumed  its  natural  and 
healthy  colour  : I now  attempted  to 
strengthen  him  with  chalybeates,  and 
gave  him  a drachm  of  vinum  ferri  in 
a glass  of  Pyrmont  water,  three  times 
a day.  This  was  borne  very  well,  but 
increasing  the  dose  to  two  drachms  at 
my  request,  such  a sense  of  weight  and 
uneasiness  in  the  stomach  arose  from 
it,  as  to  deter  him  afterwards  from 
taking  it  at  all,  and  he  therefore  con- 
tinued the  Pyrmont  water  alone.  After 
the  exhibition  of  the  opiate  injections, 
his  stomach  bore  small  quantities  of 
wine  very  well,  and  he  took  the  seve- 
ral sorts  of  diet  commonly  used  in  fa- 
milies with  very  little  restriction : he 
was  also  allowed  oranges,  which  at 
times  he  did  not  use  sparingly.  He 
was  able  to  transact  business  again 
much  in  his  usual  manner,  allowing 
that  he  had  been  upwards  of  40  years 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  was  then 
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more  than  60  years  of  age.  But  in 
this  state  he  continued  only  a few 
months : for  being  actively  employed 
in  making  large  additions  to  his  house, 
he  exposed  himself  very  carelessly  to 
cold,  which  ended  in  fever.  Hence 
so  much  debility  was  induced  that  he 
relapsed  into  his  original  complaint, 
which,  after  a few  weeks,  terminated 
fatally. 

Hillary  lays  great  stress  upon  the 
warm  bath  and  diaphoretic  remedies. 
I confess  that  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  can  satisfy  me  under  the  ideas 
which  I have  always  entertained  re- 
specting this  disease.  Nothing,  I think, 
which  relaxes  the  system,  can  be  fully 
approved,  where  there  is  too  much  de- 
bility already.  In  the  early  stages,  T 
have  indeed  recommended  mercury  in 
very  moderate  doses,  conceiving  the 
liver  to  be  tardy  in  its  secretion,  and 
knowing  that  debility  must  necessarily 
arise  from  such  inactivity ; but  in  the 
subsequent  stages  of  the  complaint, 

although 


91 


TRANSACTIONS. 

although  the  same  indications  might 
still  continue,  I should  then  be  cau- 
tious in  its  exhibition,  notwithstand- 
ing I should  consider  my  patient  full 
as  likely  to  sink  from  the  cause  of  the 
disease  being  suftered  to  remain,  as 
from  any  accident  which  might  arise 
from  the  mercury  employed  for  its  re- 
moval, which,  although  in  its  opera- 
tion it  may  certainly  be  considered 
as  a stimulant,  is  in  its  consequences 
too  often  very  manifestly  debilitating. 
Against  such  consequences,  however, 
we  must  guard  by  tonic  powers ; and , 
whether  we  have  used  mercury,  which  I 
think  we  should  always  employ  when  ad- 
missible, or  by  whatever  means  we  may 
have  alleviated  the  distresses  of  our  pa- 
tient, we  should  afterwards  endeavour 
to  strengthen  the  system  generally  by 
corroborant  means,  and  the  intestinal 
canal  in  particular  by  absorbent  ali- 
ment. The  London  bread,  as  it  usu- 
ally contains  a small  portion  of  alum, 
might  constitute  a proper  part  of  his 
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daily  food,  and  the  Tilbury  water, 
which  holds  in  solution  a large  quan- 
tity of  calcareous  earth,  might  be  taken 
either  by  itself  or  with  milk,  or  some- 
times even  with  a little  wine,  as  his 
common  drink. 

I cannot  conclude  this  Paper  w ith- 
out  remarking,  that  there  is  a state  of 
system,  not  much  unlike  to  that  on 
which  Cachexia  Aphthosa  depends, 
which  I have  occasionally  seen  pro- 
duced by  chronic  dysentery.  An  ul- 
cerated condition  of  the  rectum,  and 
of  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon, 
may  well  be  supposed  to  afford  cause 
enough,  by  the  bloody  and  mucous 
discharges  which  are  perpetually  go- 
ing on,  for  that  waste  of  aliment  which 
should  be  supplied  to  the  system,  and 
for  that  restlessness  and  hectic  fever 
which  rpust  be  constantly  undermin- . 
ing  it.  After,  a certain  time,  it  is  not 
unusual  to  find  black  or  pui*plish 
patches  on  different  parts  of  the  body, 
which  not  unfrequently  slough  and 
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degenerate  into  ill-conditioned  sores. 
The  urine  too  sometimes  becomes  cho- 
colate-coloured, and  the  gums  spongy. 
The  countenance  is  pale  and  ghastly, 
the  pulse  very  feeble,  and  the  extre- 
mities cold  and  oedematous.  A case 
of  this  kind  has  lately  been  under  my 
care,  and  has  resisted  most  of  the 
means  usually  employed  by  me  in 
Cachexia  Aphthosa.  The  fluctua- 
tions of  recovery  and  relapse  several 
times  occurred,  and  the  patient  conti- 
nued comfortable  for  a while  with  a 
draught  of  decoction  of  cinchona  and 
a scruple  of  borax,  three  times  a day. 
He  was  assisted  also  very  materially 
by  an  injection  of  half  a pint  of  liquor 
plumhi  acetatis  dilutus,  to  which  was 
added  a drachm  of  tincture  of  opium, 
two  or  three  times  a day : the  case, 
however,  did  not  do  so  well,  as  I at 
first  hoped,  for  although  the  injections 
checked  the  intestinal  discharge,  yet 
this  did  not  entirely  stop  until  he  re- 
moved into  the  country.  I ought  also 
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to  mention,  that  in  the  worst  state  of 
the  disease,  I gave  to  the  patient  one 
grain  of  superacetate  of  lead  and  half 
a grain  of  opium,  three  times  a day. 

I am  not  quite  clear,  whether,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances  attending 
such  complaints,  it  might  not  be  al- 
ways best  to  administer  at  once,  as  in 
Cachexia  Aphthosa,  some  slight  mer- 
curial (as  was  done  in  this  case),  under 
the  idea  of  some  original  hepatic  mis- 
chief. And  in  truth  I cannot  deter- 
mine, after  all,  whether  the  red  and 
sore  tongue,  which  so  generally  ac- 
companies the  last  stages  of  chronic 
dysentery,  and  terminates  also  in  aph- 
thous ulceration,  would  not  authorise 
me  in  considering  this  and  Cachexia 
Aphthosa  (for  the  treatment  is  pretty 
much  alike),  as  at  last  constituting 
nearly  one  and  the  same  disease : at 
any  rate  I shall  not  hesitate,  from  the 
experience  which  I now  have  of  its 
safety  and  utility,  to  employ  the  sa- 
turnine clyster  in  both  cases  ; nor  shall 

* I doubt 
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I doubt  about  the  propriety  of  using 
the  same  medicine,  viz.  liquor  plumbi 
acetatis  dilutus,  as  a gargle,  which  I 
have  lately  found  abundantly  useful 
in  both  diseases  also. 
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VII.  Observations  upon  some  Cases  of  Paraly- 
tic Affection.  By  Richard  Powell, 
M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Fhy- 
sicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  20th  December,  1813. 

The  annual  number  of  deaths  classed 
by  Dr.  Heberden  under  the  common 
title  of  fatalities  in  consecjuence  of 
apoplexy,  palsy,  and  diseases  of  sud- 
den^' termination,  appear,  according 
to  his  deductions  from  the  bills  of  mor- 


tality, to  have  been  upon  the  increase 
through  the  1 8th  century,  and  to  have 
more  than  doubled  at  the  close  of  it, 
in  comparison  with  the  cases  of  per- 
sons destroyed  by  the  same  appar- 
ent causes  at  its  commencement. 
Perhaps  the  arrangement  as  assumed 
by  Dr.  Heberden  is  too  general  and 
miscellaneous,  and  under  the  last 
of  these  three  heads,  includes  dis- 
eases very  dissimilar  to  the  two  former:  | 

* Observations  on  the  Increase  and  Decrease  of ) 
different  Diseases,  1801. 

’ for  ^ 
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for  I am  led  by  my  own  experi- 
ence to  believe,  that  a much  larger 
proportion  of  the  class  in  question, 
than  is  generally  suspected,  may  be 
referred  to  affections  of  the  heart, 
which  seem  to  me  to  have  multiplied 
to  observation,  much  in  proportion  as 
they  have  been  more  closely  investi- 
gated and  better  understood,  until 
they  have  become  at  the  present  pe- 
riod among  the  most  frequent  occur- 
rences in  the  practice  of  medicine  \ 

It  is  very  uncertain  upon  the  ope- 
ration of  what  causes  the  increase  of 
such  diseases  may  depend,  but  it  may 
be  noticed,  that  the  apparent  number 
of  apoplectic  and  paralytic  affections 
has  heretofore  also  increased  at  parti- 
cular periods,  and  that  some  authors 
under  vhose  observation  they  have 
fallen  at  the  time,  have  been  disposed 

* At  the  time  I am  overlooking  this  Paper  for 
the  press,  I have  six  cases  of  marked  diseases  of 
the  heart  under  my  care  in  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

Von,  Y.  H on 
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on  this  account  to  consider  them  as 
epidemics. 

It  seems,  moreover,  that  such  dis- 
eases have  not  of  late  years  been  con- 
fined to  those  periods  of  life,  or  par- 
ticular forms  of  body,  v^hich  were 
thought  to  be  more  especially  liable 
to  them  by  our  predecessors : for  un- 
der my  own  limited  experience,  many 
cases,  especially  of  hemiplegia,  have 
distinctly  occurred  in  persons  under 
30  years  of  age,  and  of  temperate  ha- 
bits, and  in  women,  and  in  two  in- 
stances in  children  under  14  years  of 
age. 

Experience  also  will,  I believe,  suf- 
ficiently support  me,  when  I state, 
that  a similar  or  very  difficultly  dis- 
tinguishable train  of  symptoms  arises 
from  various  primary  causes,  and  jus- 
tify me  in  the  assumption,  that  apo- 
plectic affections  are  not  always  to  be 
referred  to  the  state  of  the  blood-ves- 
sels of  the  head,  and  do  not  constantly 
depend  upon  topical  congestion  there- 
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in,  or  upon  actual  extravasation  of 
blood  or  of  any  other  fluid  within  the 
skull,  or  indeed  upon  any  other  ap- 
plication of  mechanical  pressure  ; but 
that  they  may  also  originate  in  a 
peculiar  condition  of  the  brain  and 
nerves  alone,  unattended  by  any  dis- 
coverable alteration  in  their  anato- 
mical structure.  In  some  instances, 
this  condition  will  be  produced  by 
sympathy  only,  either  with  certain 
states  of  the  stomach,  or  other  distant 
local  irritations,  and  I think  I may 
assert,  that  the  existence  of  such  cases 
is  very  common.  In  a practical  point 
of  view,  it  would  be  ni.ost  important 
to  be  able  to  establish  the  diagnostics 
between  those  apoplectic  and  paralytic 
affections,  which  arise  from  different 
causes,  because  they  require  different 
modes  of  treatment ; but  upon  such 
I shall  not  at  present  offer  any  sug- 
gestions. 

My  object  in  calling  the  attention 
of  the  College  to  these  more  general 
considerations,  is  to  bring  before  them 
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a few  cases  on  t of  a more  considerable 
number  which  have  fallen  under  my 
notice,  where  a paralytic  condition  of 
the  nerves  of  particular  parts,  has  been 
induced  by  the  operation  of  cold.  It 
seems  to  me,  moreover,  that  the  mo- 
dification of  disease,  to  which  I al- 
lude, is  well  known  and  often  std3mit- 
ted  to  practical  observation  ; but  that 
Avi’iters  on  medicine  have  overlooked  it, 
for  as  far  as  I have  had  opportunities 
of  inquiring,  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
definitely  described. 

In  the  end  of  1803,  I was  desired 
to  see  a child,  the  right  side  of  whose 
face  was  relaxed  as  in  ordinary  hemi- 
plegia, and  who  had  also  lost  the 
power  of  closing  the  right  eye,  so  that  : 
great  inconvenience  arose  from  the 
overflow  of  the  tears.  There  was  no: 
paralytic  aftection  of  any  other  part] 
of  that  side  of  the  body,  and  no  swell-j 
ing  nor  pain  in  the  face,  the  pupil  ofj 
the  eye  was  sensible  to  light,  he  had] 
full  command  over  the  muscles  of  the] 
tongue,  and  there  was  no  abatement 

in 
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in  the  activity  of  his  playfulness,  or 
derangement  in  his  general  health. 
The  morbid  relaxation  of  a particular 
set  of  muscles,  and  the  loss  of  volun- 
tary controul  over  them,  was  his  only 
complaint ; and  on  investigating  its 
probable  origin,*  I found  that  he  had 
been  exposed  at  a window  on  Ludgate 
Hill,  during  the  exhibition  of  a city 
pageant,  that  a sharp  and  cold  wind 
blew  directly  upon  that  side  of  the 
face  which  was  now  affected,  and  that 
the  loss  of  power  was  perceived  on  the 
following  morning.  This  child  re- 
covered very  gradually,  and  the  turn 
of  the  affected  side  of  his  face  had  not 
wholly  disappeared  in  three  months. 

A young  lady,  of  great  beauty  and 
elegance,  had  the  character  of  her 
face  entirely  destroyed  in  a single 
night,  by  a relaxation  of  the  muscles 
of  one  half  of  it.  The  complaint  had 
subsisted,  without  any  diminution,  for 
above  a month,  when  I saw  her,  by 
the  desire  of  my  lamented  friend  Mr. 

Ramsden. 
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Ramsdeii.  The  peculiarity  of  her 
situation  had  excited  a considerable 
degree  of  mental  distress,  and  there 
was  much  hysterical  affection ; but  in 
every  other  circumstance  her  general 
health  was  good,  and  here,  as  in  the 
former  instance,  the  loss  of  power  was 
confined  to  the  external  muscles  of  one 
side  of  the  face  only,  and  did  not  af- 
fect the  contraction  of  the  pupil  of  the 
eye,  or  the  motions  of  the  tongue, 
nor  was  it  attended  by  any  local  pain 
or  swelling.  This  affection  had  been 
first  perceived,  and  in  its  full  degree, 
when  she  arose  in  the  morning ; and 
on  the  day  before,  when  it  was  hot, 
she  had  sate  for  a considerable  time 
in  a garden  seat,  exposed  to  the 
breezes  of  an  easterly  wind  which  had 
blown  rather  sharply  upon  that  side 
of  the  face  now  relaxed.  This  state 
of  the  muscles  was  removed  in  a very 
great  degree  within  the  space  of  a 
week  by  the  method  of  treatment 
which  I shall  hereafter  mention. 

A gen- 
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A gentleman  had  suffered  for  some 
time  from  rheumatic  pains  which  of- 
ten shifted  their  situation,  but  had 
chiefly  affected  the  muscles  of  his 
chest.  I considered  him  as  convales- 
cent, when  he  again  called  upon  me 
in  a state  of  considerable  alarm,  and 
informed  me,  that  on  the  day  before, 
one  of  his  friends  had  observed  his 
face  to  be  somewhat  drawn  to  the  left 
side,  and  that  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  the  affection  had  very  much 
increased  in  its  degree.  He  had  then 
lost  all  power  over  the  relaxed  side  of 
the  face,  and  was  even  obliged  to  take 
drink  with  some  caution  and  manage- 
ment into  the  opposite  side  of  the 
mouth.  There  was  no  pain  nor  numb- 
ness, nor  loss  of  sensibility  in  the  re- 
laxed part,  nor  was  there  any  affection 
of  the  sight  or  want  of  contractility  in 
the  pupil  of  the  eye.  I could  not  in 
this  so  manifestly,  as  in  the  former 
cases,  connect  the  disease  with  its 
cause.  He  had  come  to  town  from 

Highgate 
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H igbgate  in  the  morning  of  the  day, 
when  the  affection  was  first  noticed:  it 
was  cold  and  windy,  and  the  window 
next  to  the  affected  side  was  open  the 
whole  of  the  way  ; but  he  did  not  con- 
sider this  exposure  of  consequence 
enough  to  excite  his  particular  notice, 
or  as  any  thing  out  of  the  way  of  his 
ordinary  habits.  When  I saw-  him 
again  at  the  distance  of  ten  days,  he 
had  perfectly  recovered. 

The  instances  thus  adduced,  and  I 
could  give  other  analogous  ones,  are 
of  partial  affection  of  muscles  ; but  I 
believe  that  sometimes  the  same  effect 
of  cold  is  more  general  and  more  de- 
structive. I might,  perhaps,  support 
this  position  by  a reference  to  the  de- 
scriptions given  by  travellers  of  the 
feelings  and  consequences  produced 
by  exposure  to  intense  cold,  and  its 
extinction  of  nervous  power;  and  might 
adduce  as  an  example,  the  sufferings 
of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  his  party, 
on  the  coast  of  Terra  del.  Fuego,  dur- 
ing 
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ing  Captain  Cook’s  first  voyage,  but 
I have  a case  which  occurred  within 
my  own  practice  in  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  and  will  answer  the  purpose 
of  illiistration.  A watchman,  on  quit- 
ting his  duty  after  a night  of  severe 
cold,  was  attacked  by  sudden  and  vio- 
lent general  pains  in  his  limbs,  which 
soon  departed,  and  left  him  in  a state 
of  universal  palsy  of  the  muscles  of 
voluntary  motion.  He  had  lost  all 
command  over  the  muscles  of  his 
limbs  or  trunk ; but  the  joints  were 
unaltered  in  their  external  appearance, 
they  were  perfectly  flexible,  and  it 
gave  him  no  pain  if  you  moved  them 
in  any  direction.  The  sphincters  also 
of  the  rectum  and  bladder  had  lost 
their  usual  powers  of  retention,  and 
he  passed  both  stools  and  urine  invo- 
luntarily and  unconsciously.  His  cir- 
culation was  not  affected  in  any  no- 
ticeable degree,  and  his  mind  retained 
its  usual  powers.  His  voice  was  not 
lost.  I attempted  the  relief  of  this 

unfortunate 
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unfortunate  man  by  the  hot  bath,  and 
a variety  of  remedies,  ‘without  success. 
He  died,  and  after  death  a very  care- 
ful examination  of  the  brain  was  made. 
No  congestion,  no  effusion,  no  alter- 
ation of  structure  of  any  kind  was  dis- 
coverable in  it. 

With  respect  to  the  practice  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  best  applicable  to 
cases  of  this  sort,  in  the  two  last  par- 
tial affections  of  the  face  which  I have 
related,  and  in  some  other  similar 
cases,  I have  directed  the  topical  ap- 
plication of  heat  and  moisture,  by 
occasionally  steaming  the  face  for 
some  time  over  a basin  of  boiling 
water,  and  covering  it  immediately 
afterwards  with  a dry  flannel,  which 
the  patient  has  continued  to  wear 
during  the  intervals.  I have  also 
given  a full  dose  of  the  pulvis  ipeca- 
cuanhae  compositus,  at  night,  .with 
some  warm  aqueous  drink,  so  as  to 
excite  perspiration ; and  I have  not 
found  this  medicine  to  act  generally 

^ as 
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as  a sudorific,  although  exhibited  in 
doses  frequently  repeated,  without  such 
an  addition.  When  I have  compared 
the  rapidity  and  degree  of  restoration 
of  power  in  those  cases,  where  this 
plan  has  been  adopted,  with  other  ana- 
logous ones,  where  the  disease  has 
been  left  more  to  itself,  I have  had 
abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
its  effect. 

I should  in  this  recommendation 
be  sorry  to  be  misunderstood,  or  to  be 
supposed  to  urge  such  practice  as  a 
novelty,  for  we  have  abundant  exam- 
ples in  the  celebrity  of  Bath  water  to 
prove,  that  heat  and  moisture  contri- 
bute much  to  the  restoration  of  their 
lost  power  to  nerves,  when  their  af- 
fection does  not  depend  upon  any 
organic  change  of  structure ; and 
where  it  arises  from  the  topical  ap- 
plication of  lead,  as  in  the  hands  of 
painters,  this  same  remedy  is  among 
the  most  effectual. 

I ought  to  add,,  however,  that  I 

know 
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know  some  cases  of  this  disease  which 
seem  to  have  originated  from  cold, 
where  it  has  continued  for  many  years 
without  much  noticeable  restoration 
of  power  having  taken  place.  I would 
therefore  form  a more  cautious  prog- 
nostic, with  such  cases  in  my  recollec- 
tion, as  to  the  effect  of  remedies,  than 
my  own  observation  might  otherwise 
tempt  me  to  do. 
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VIII.  On  the  Effects  of  certain  Articles  of 
Food,  especially  Oysters,  on  Women  after 
Childbirth.  By  Jonisr  Clarke,  M.  D. 
Licentiate  in  Midwifery  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  7th  March,  1814. 

From  the  earliest  ages  to  the  present 
time,  the  connexion  between  the  sto- 
mach and  the  brain  has  been  known 
to  physicians  ; but  a more  attentive 
investigation  of  the  structure  of  the 
human  body,  and  of  the  symptoms  of 
disease,  has  thrown  more  light  upon 
this  subject  in  modern  times.  Syden- 
ham, in  the  brief  consideration  which 
he  has  given  to  the  disease  of  apo- 
plexy, and  the  directions,  which  he 
has  laid  down  for  the  treatment  of  it, 
seems  to  have  been  well  aware,  that 
indigestible  food  in  the  stomach  is  a 

o 

very  common  cause  of  apoplexy,  since 
he  has  recommended,  after  taking 
blood  from  the  arm  and  the  jugular 
vein,  the  general  use  of  an  antimonial 
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emetic,  a practice,  which  at  present 
would  be  pursued  not  without  great 
caution.  Yet  his  summary  direction, 
for  employing  it,  establishes  his  opi- 
nion, of  the  universality  of  the  cause 
of  apoplexy  being  an  overloaded  sto- 
mach. 

Since  his  time,  the  frequent  custom 
of  inspecting  the  dead  bodies  of  per- 
sons, who  have  died  from  apoplexy, 
has  produced  a better  acquaintance 
with  ‘ the  state  of  the  brain,  and 
proved  that,  in  many  cases,  effusion 
of  blood  into  the  substance  of  this  or- 
gan, or  between  the  pia  mater  and 
tunica  araclmoides,  or  into  the  ven- 
tricles, has  existed  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease. 

Nevertheless,  it  has  with  equal  cer- 
tainty been  ascertained,  that  such  at- 
tacks of  apoplexy  have  been  in  many 
cases  preceded  by  symptoms  of  an 
overloaded  stomach,  or  of  indigestion. 

Men  are  certainly  more  liable  to 
attacks  of  this  disease  than  Avomen, 

although 
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althoiigli  it  sometimes  occurs  in  the 
female  sex.  When  it  does,  it  is  most 
frequently  in  plethoric  subjects,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  final  cessation  of 
the  catamenia. 

Whilst  this  periodical  discharge 
continues,  the  blood  is  once  in  a 
month  at  least  derived  to  the  sexual 
organs,  and  the  evacuation  from  the 
circulating  blood,  in  the  performance 
of  this  secretion,  will  have  a tendency 
to  lessen  any  disposition,  which  might 
exist,  to  accumulation  in  the  head. 
Besides  this  monthly  determination, 
it  is  most  probable,  that  whilst  these 
parts  are  in  a capacity  for  propagat- 
ing the  species,  there  will  be  occa- 
sional derivations  of  blood  to  the  ute- 
rus and  its  appendages. 

When  these  cease,  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  the  blood  from  accumulat- 
ing in  the  vessels  of  the  brain.  The 
peculiarity  of  sex  is  lost,  and  the  fe- 
male constitution  approaches  more  to 
the  character  of  the  male,  so  that  it  is 

not 
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not  very  unusual  to  observe  hair  grow 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  face,  forming 
a slight  appearance  of  a beard. 

From  this  time,  they  become  more 
liable  to  the  diseases,  which  in  earlier 
periods  of  life  attach  almost  exclusive- 
ly to  the  other  sex.  Of  this  kind  is 
apoplexy,  which  cuts  off  many  wo- 
men in  advanced  stages  of  life,  espe- 
cially if  they  have  addicted  themselves 
to  a too  great  indulgence  in  taking 
animal  food,  high  dishes,  fermented, 
or  spirituous  liquors.  In  the  early 
and  middle  periods  of  female  life,  (ex- 
cept under  the  circumstances  of  preg- 
nancy, and  for  a certain  period  after 
childbirth,)  from  the  application  of 
the  same  causes,  as  would  produce 
apoplex}^  in  men  of  the  same  age, 
they  are  little  liable  to  be  affected  by 
this  disease.  But  in  pregnancy,  in 
chiidbirtb,  and  for  some  weeks  after 
delivery,  they  are  much  disposed  to 
fulness  of  vessels  in  the  brain,  which 
is  often  indicated  by  giddiness,  sleepi- 
ness, 
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ness,  and  pain  in  the  head,  especially 
after  having  been  long  in  a horizontal 
posture,  as  in  sleep. 

These  symptoms  rarely  take  place 
in  pregnancy,  till  after  the  beginning 
of  the  sixth  month,  and  the  writer  is 
disposed  thus  to  explain  it.  As  the 
gravid  uterus  enlarges,  considerable 
pressure  must  necessarily  be  made  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  aorta  descendens, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  ready  passage  of 
the  blood  to  the  parts  lying  below 
it  . 

Hence  a greater  quantity  will  be 
detained  above  the  j3oint  of  pressure, 
and  so  the  lungs  and  the  head  will 
become  overcharged,  and  women  m 
pregnancy  accordingly  become  more 
liable  to  peripneumony  and  s3nnptoms 
of  fulness  of  the  head,  in  the  early 


* This  probably  is  the  reason  why  the  uterus  is 
supplied  with  a double  set  of  vessels,  viz.  the  sper- 
matic and  hypogastric  arteries,  which  anastomose 
perpetually,  in  order  that,  when  the  circuiation 
through  the  latter  is  impeded,  it  may  be  carried 
on  by  the  former.  * 
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and  middle  periods  of  life,  than  wo- 
men who  do  not  become  pregnant. 

After  childbirth,  the  blood  flows 
again  into  its  accustomed  channels  by 
degrees,  and  these  dispositions  to  dis- 
ease cease  to  exist.  But  the  peculiar 
sti’ucture  of  the  head,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  circulation  is  there  car- 
ried on,  makes  it  liable  to  accumula- 
tion longer  than  other  parts  of  the 
body  when  it  has  once  taken  place. 
The  veins  of  the  pia  mater  and  dura 
mater  carry  all  the  returning  blood  to 
the  sinuses,  which  are  formed  by  du- 
plicatures  of  the  last  named  membrane, 
and  thence  it  is  transmitted  into  the 
trunk  of  the  jugular  vein,  which  passes 
through  the  foramen  lacerum  in  base 
cranii. 

The  sinuses  are  formed  then  by  a 
resisting  membrane,  the  power  of  con- 
traction of  which  is  much  less  than 
that  of  the  coats  of  veins  in  other  parts 
of  the  body ; and  hence  it  is,  that 
when  coacervation  of  blood  has  from 

’any 
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any  cause  long  existed  in  the  brain, 
depletion  of  the  vessels  is  with  more 
difficulty  effected,  than  by  the  use  of 
similar  remedies  in  local  congestions  of 
other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  writer  has  thought  it  proper  to 
make  these  preliminary  observations, 
as  they  will  serve  to  explain  the  dis“ 
eased  action  of  the  brain,  to  which  he 
proposes  more  particularly  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  reader. 

It  is  well  known,  that  there  are  cer- 
tain substances,  which  are  considered 
to  be  of  a poisonous  quality,  but 
which  differ  very  much  from  those 
which  are  of  a specific  character,  as 
the  bite  of  some  venomous  animals ; 
the  juices  of  some  vegetables,  as  the 
poison  used  to  point  the  arrows  of 
some  tribes  of  men  ; and  tlie  essential 
oils  of  certain  substances,  such  as  that 
of  the  bitter  almond  All  these  lat- 

Some  very  curious  experiments  on  animals 
have  been  lately  made,  witli  the  essential  oil  of  the 
bitter  almond,  by  Mr.  Brodie,  and  axe  recorded  in 
the  Philosophical  Transactions. 
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ter  produce  an  immediate  effect,  so 
that  so^ne  of  them  destroy  an  animal 
very  soon  after  they  come  into  contact 
witii  any  wounded  or  ulcerated  sur- 
face, and,  in  some  instances,  with  a 
surface  previously  in  a healthy  state. 

But  those  substances,  which  are 
falsely  called  poisons,  are  such  as 
produce  an  effect  upon  the  stomach, 
in  consequence  of  wliich,  the  head  is 
acted  upon ; the  vessels  of  the  brain 
become  more  full,  or  they  give  way, 
and  effusion,  with  the  consequent 
symptoms  of  pressure,  takes  place,  or 
inflammation  of  the  brain  is  excited. 
Of  this  description  are  all  the  fungi 
(some  mm  e,  however,  than  others), 
and  the  shell-fish  of  the  bivalve  class.; 
Muscles  are  supposed  by  the  common* 
people,  who  principally  eat  them,  to 
be  particularly  poisonous  ; and  in  eat- 
ing them,  they  take  out  a part  in 
which  they  suppose  the  poison  princi- 
pally to  reside.  This  is  a dark  part, 
which  is  the  heart,  and  is  quite  inno- 
cuous. 
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cuous.  The  fact,  that  they  do  take 
out  such  a part,  is  sufficieut  to  prove, 
that  this  species  of  bivalve  has  been 
known  to  kill. 

Oysters,  it  is  well  known,  are  ge- 
nerally eaten  with  impunity ; but  it 
is  also  found,  that  eating  them  has 
sometimes  produced  dangerous  conse- 
quences. This  is  generally  attributed 
to  their  having  lain  on  copperas  beds; 
but  even  if  such  a circumstance  really 
happened,  it  is  not  likely  that  an  oys- 
ter would  take  copperas  as  food,  nor 
is  it  probable,  that  the  sea  water  could 
contain  it  in  such  quantity  as  to  ren- 
der an  oyster,  on  that  account,  un- 
wholesome. 

When  from  any  cause,  the  head 
has  become  habitually  overcharged 
with  blood,  a full  meal,  especially  if 
that  meal  has  consisted  of  indigestible 
matters,  is  known  to  have,  in  multi- 
plied cases,  produced  apoplexy. 

Women  under  the  circumstances  of 
pregnancy  are,  in  this  respect,  simi- 
larly 
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larly  disposed  to  have  the  brain  af- 
fected by  sympathy  with  the  stomach, 
upon  taking  food  which  is  of  a nature 
so  very  indigestible,  as  to  paralyse, 
in  some  measure,  (if  such  an  expres- 
sion may  be  used)  the  powers  of  the 
stomach  altoo-ether. 

The  object  of  this  Paper  is  to  draw 
the  attention  of  medical  men  to  cer- 
tain facts,  relating  to  the  effects  of 
taking  such  substances  into  the  sto- 
mach after  childbirth,  before  the  blood 
has  forsaken  the  brain,  and  again 
circulates  equally  over  the  body. 


CASE  L 

Mrs.  A.  B.  was  a patient  of  the 
writer’s  respected  late  friend,  Dr.  Os- 
born. She  was  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  appeared  to  have  a very  healthy 
constitution,  which  was  confirmed  by 
her  account  of  herself  in  a visit,  which 
the  writer  paid  to  her  in  her  preg- 
nancy, 
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nancy,  on  account  of  an  intercur- 
rent  complaint,  during  the  tempo- 
rary absence  of  Dr,  Osborn  from 
London,  on  account  of  ill  health. 

He  afterwards  learned  from  Dr. 
Osborn,  that  she  had  a perfectly  na^- 
tural  labour,  and  at  the  end  of  a fort- 
night was  entirely  recovered  from  all 
the  complaints  incident  to  the  state  of 
childbirth. 

At  this  time,  she  was  seized  first 
with  giddiness,  then  with  violent  pain 
of  the  head,  neither  of  which  yielded 
to  the  common  remedies  employed  on 
such  occasions.  He  desired  to  have 
a consultation  with  some  other  physi- 
cian, and  accordingly  Dr.  Turton  af- 
terwards attended  her  with  him.  No- 
thing which  was  done  made  any  im- 
pression on  the  disease.  The  symp- 
toms of  disordered  brain  increased  ra- 
pidly  ; she  became  senseless,  then  fell 
intb  a constant  delirium,  which  was 
followed  by  convulsions  and  death. 
In  the  course  of  the  disease,  the  writer 

had 
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had  manv  conversations  with  Dr.  Os- 

•/ 

born  on  the  extraordinary  nature  of 
the  attack,  which  appeared  to  have 
seized  her  without  any  equivalent 
cause.  Towards  the  close  of  the  dis- 
ease, it  was  ascertained,  that  she  had 
eaten  some  oysters  on  the  day  preced- 
ing the  attack  of  giddiness ; but  as 
the  case  was  a solitary  instance  of 
such  an  effect,  produced  from  such  a 
cause,  no  great  stress  was  laid  upon 
it ; but  the  writer  made  a memoran- 
dum of  the  facts,  that  the  case  might 
not  be  lost,  and  might  be  useful  in 
the  event  of  any  parallel  case  occur- 
ring in  his  own  practice. 


CASE  IL 

Mrs.  M.  a young  woman,  of  a con- 
stitution disposed  to  plethora,  about 
26  years  of  age,  had  been  attended 
by  the  writer  in  childbirth  on  two  oc- 
casions, when  every  thing,  both  at 

the 
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the  time  end  afterwards,  proceeded  in 
the  most  natural  manner.  Her  fol- 
lowing labour  was  unattended  by  any 
untoward  circumstances,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  she  walked  from 
her  bed-room  to  her  drawing-room, 
and  had  done  so  for  several  days,  and 
she  was  quite  free  from  every  local 
and  constitutional  ailment.  In  the 
night,  between  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
she  was  attacked  with  some  pain  in 
the  head,  which  was  not  violent  how- 
ever, but  towards  evening,  increased 
considerably,  and  in  the  night  became 
so  severe,  that  the  writer  was  called  to 
her  about  four  in  the  morning.  As 
there  was  no  apparent  cause  of  the 
attack,  a very  minute  inquiry  was 
made  respecting  the  food  which  she 
had  taken  previously.  It  appeared, 
that  for  the  first  time  since  her 
confinement,  she  had,  on  Saturday 
evening,  eaten  eight  or  ten  oysters, 
which  had  been  dressed  by  boiling 
them  in  the  liquor  contained  in  the 

shells. 
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shells.  The  writer  directed  that  she 
should  lose  1 6 ounces  of  blood  from 
the  arm  ; an  emetic  was  ordered,  in 
the  expectation  that  some  of  the  oys- 
ters might  still  remain  in  the  stomach 
undigested,  and  might  be  evacuated 
by  vomiting ; but  the  emetic  did 
not  act  on  the  stomach  : therefore 
some  pills  of  extractum  colocynthidis 
coinpositum  were  administered,  and 
afterwards  repeated  doses  of  a purga- 
tive mixture,  composed  of  infusion  of 
senna,  tincture  of  senna,  manna,  and 
sulphate  of  magnesia.  By  these  means, 
several  large  evacuations  were  pro- 
duced from  the  bowels,  and  towards 
evening,  the  pain  was  mitigated.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  it  was  again  ag- 
gravated, and  more  blood  was  taken 
away,  the  bowels  were  kept  in  a loose 
state,  by  repeated  doses  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  a blister  was  applied 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  In  the  af- 
ternoon of  that  day,  the  writer  received 
a message,  that  the  patient  was  much 

worse, 
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worse,  and  he  desired  that  there  might 
be  a consultation ; and  from  this  time 
she  was  attended  by  Dr.  Reynolds 
and  the  writer.  Upon  relating  to  him 
the  former  case,  it  was  impossible  not 
to  be  struck  forcibly  with  the  coincid- 
ence of  the  two,  and  that  the  cause  in 
both  was  the  same.  On  inquiry  it 
appeared,  that  previously  to  the  fa- 
mily sending  the  message  of  alarm, 
she  had  shewn  some  symptoms  of  con- 
vulsion ; but  they  were  not  violent, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  consultation, 
she  was  quite  sensible,  but  with  a slow, 
full  pulse,  notwithstanding  the  former 
evacuations  by  bleeding  and  purging. 
It  was  therefore  agreed  that  the  bleed- 
ing should  be  repeated.  Nevertheless, 
in  the  course  of  the  night,  the  pain 
became  more  severe,  all  the  symptoms 
of  pressure  on  the  brain  increased, 
and  on  the  following  morning,  upon 
her  being  seen  in  consultation,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  make  a still 
more  unfavourable  prognostic  than 

had 
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had  been  given  before  to  the  friends 
of  the  patient.  Tovrards  the  evening 
of  this  day,  she  became  very  delirious, 
the  pupil  of  the  eye  became  much  di- 
lated, even  under  exposure  to  strong 
light ; in  the  course  of  the  night,  she 
was  attacked  with  violent  paroxysms 
of  convulsion,  and,  before  day-light, 
slie  died. 


CASE  III. 

The  writer  was  desired  by  a medi- 
cal man  to  see  his  wife,  about  30 
years  of  age,  of  a slender  frame,  who 
had  been  delivered  after  a very  na- 
tural labour,  of  a healthy  child,  and 
for  several  days  had  continued  free 
from  any  disorder.  At  length  she  be- 
gan to  complain  of  headache,  and  a 
sense  of  internal  fulness  of  the  head. 
These  symptoms  not  having  yielded 
to  bleeding,  purging  and  low  diet, 
and  a state  of  coma  coming  on,  the 

husband 
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husband  became  alarmed,  and  called 
upon  the  writer,  who  immediately  vi- 
sited her,  and  found  her  in  a state  of 
utter  insensibility,  with  a fluttering 
pulse,  and  in  the  course  of  16  hours, 
she  expired.  Upon  making  particu- 
lar inquiries  respecting  the  cause  from 
the  husband,  and  especially  as  to  the 
food  which  she  had  taken,  he  could 
get  from  him  no  satisfactory  infoniia- 
tion  ; but  the  nurse  acquainted  them, 
that  the  patient  had  eaten  about  12 
raw  oysters,  on  the  day  preceding  the 
attack  of  headache,  and  that  in  all 
other  respects  her  diet  had  been  of  a 
very  simple  kind.  The  oysters  had 
been  taken  on  a supposition  of  their 
strengthening  properties. 


CASE  IK 

Mrs.  T.  came  to  London,  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  lying-m.  She  was 
a healthy  woman,  the  mother  of  se- 
veral 
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veral  children,  and  had  always  passed  I 
through  the  period  of  her  confinement 
without  any  unfavourable  complaints. 

For  the  purpose  of  her  confine- 
ment, slie  resided  in  a furnished  house, 
wliere  two  streets  crossed  each  other, 
and  there  was  a mews  at  the  back  of 
the  house.  Here  she  lived  for  three 
weeks  before  her  labour.  She  had  a 
very  natural  delivery,  and  slept  well 
afterwards.  By  the  end  of  10  or  12 
days,  she  was  well,  and  free  from  any 
disorder. 

In  the  course  of  one  night,  she  I 
was  seized  with  a severe  pain  in  the 
head,  attended  with  considerable  im-  i 
patience  of  light.  7 hese  symptoms  be-  ; 
came  more  violent  towards  the  morn- 
ing, so  as  to  excite  great  alarm  in  her  | 
husband,  who  immediately  came  to  i 
the  writer.  On  learning  that  she  had  ; : 
been  perfectly  well  on  tlie  preceding  ’ 
day,  he  asked  if  she  could  attribute  I ; 
the  pain  to  any  cause.  She  Replied  ^ ; 
that  she  knew  of  none,  unless  that  j i 

3 from 
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from  the  situation  of  the  house,  she 
heard  every  carriage  which  passed  the 
streets, . and  every  carriage  which  en- 
tered or  left  the  mews.  But  as  she 
had  been  in  the  house  live  weeks  with- 
out having  found  any  inconvenience 
from  it  before,  this  did  not  seem  a 
probable  way  of  accounting  for  it. 

Every  inquiry  respecting  her  diet 
'was  made,  and  it  appeared,  that  she 
had  eaten  nothing  but  the  most  sim- 
ple food.  The  writer  upon  receiving 
this  information  observed,  that  he  was 
glad  that  she  had  eaten  no  oysters. 
To  this  observation  she  replied,  that 
she  had  two  days  preceding  the  attack 
eaten  oyster-sauce  to  some  boiled, 
chicken,  but  that  she  could  not  com- 
prehend how  that  should  produce 
such  a violent  pain  in  the  head ; and 
she  appeared  anxious  to  know,  whence 
the  satisfactory  conclusion  was  drawn 
from  her  having  before  said,  that  she 
had  eaten  nothing  but  simple  food, 
having  forgotten  the  oysters,  of  which 

she 


she  had  swallowed- about  a dozen.  An 
answer  to  her  inquiry  on  this  head 
was  evaded. 

With  the  recollection  of  the  former 
cases  strongly  impressed  on  his  mind, 
the  writer  requested  that  he  might 
have  another  physician  to  attend  with 
him,  and  accordingly  Dr.  Hamilton 
was  called  into  consultation.  The 
same  course  was  pursued  as  in  the 
former  cases,  with  regard  to  treatment, 
but  the  result  was  more  favourable. 
The  pain  of  the  head  yielded  by  slow^ 
degrees  to  the  application  of  the  re- 
medies, and  the  patient  at  length  reco- 
vered ; but  in  the  mean  time,  the 
danger  appeared,  both  to  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton and  the  writer,  to  be  very  consi- 
derable, so  that  it  was  thought  right 
to  give  a guarded  prognostic  as  to 
the  event  of  the  case. 


CASE 
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CASE  K 

Mrs.  H.  a young  woman  of  a 
very  healthy  constitution,  had  passed 
through  the  period  of  childbirth  very 
well  on  former  occasions,  as  well  as 
that  which  preceded  the  present  sub- 
ject of  consideration.  She  had  been 
delivered  of  her  child  nearly  a month, 
and  had  ceased  to  require  any  medi- 
cal attendance.  She  had  entirely  left 
the  chamber  in  which  she  was  con- 
fined, and  had  returned  to  her  ordi- 
nary modes  of  life. 

On  waking  one  morning,  she  com- 
plained of  pain  in  her  head,  but  it 
was  not  sufficiently  violent  to  confine 
her  to  her  room.  She  therefore  went 
into  the  drawing-room,  where  she  was 
left  in  the  afternoon  with  one  of  her 
children. 

Her  husband  was  in  a room  un- 
derneath, and  having  heard  something 
fall  upon  the  floor  with  great  violence, 

VoL.  V.  K he 
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be  concluded  that  the  child  had  fallen 
on  the  ground ; but  on  opening  the 
door,  he  saw  his  wife  lying  on  the 
ground  senseless,  convulsed,  snorting, 
and  foaming  at  the  mouth.  He  im- 
mediately sent  in  great  haste  to  the 
writer.  When  he  arrived,  the  con- 
vulsion had  ceased,  but  she  was  lying 
in  a comatose  state.  Bleeding  from 
the  orifice  of  a large  vein,  purging, 
blistering,  and  low  living,  at  length 
succeeded  in  removing  the  pressing 
symptoms,  and  she  at  length  reco- 
vered; but  for  a long  time  she  conti- 
nued to  be  liable  to  pains  in  the  head. 
These  were  moderated  by  keeping  the 
head  shaved,  and  often  wetted  with  a 
lotion  composed  of  spirit,  aether  and 
water,  applied  cold  to  the  scalp.  This 
always  afforded  temporary  relief.  Of 
late  years  she  has  enjoyed  very  good 
health,  and  has  been  the  mother  of 
several  children  since  that  time. 

On  investigating  the  cause  of  this 
attack,  it  appeared,  that  on  the  day 

before. 
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before,  she  had  indulged  in  eating 
oysters.  She  had  in  all  other  points 
adhered  to  a very  simple  and  regular 
diet,  and  no  other  circumstance  had 
occurred,  to  which  the  disease  could 
be  attributed.  Comparing  this  with 
the  cases  above  related,  little  doubt 
can  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  reader, 
(it  is  conceived)  that  the  aifection  of 
the  brain  was  produced  by  the  oysters, 
which  had  been  eaten  on  the  preced- 
ing day. 


CASE  VI. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  autumn, 
the  writer  was  desired  to  see  a lady, 
who  had  been  attended  in  her  labour, 
three  days  before,  by  Mr.  Woody,  a 
very  judicious  practitioner  at  Tam- 
worth  in  Staffordshire.  Whilst  he 
was  visiting  his  patients  in  the  coun- 
try, she  was  suddenly  attacked  with 
symptoms,  which  gave  great  alarm  to 
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the  family.  As  they  could  not  meet 
with  Mr.  Woody,  they  sent  to  the 
house  of  the  writer,  near  that  town,  to 
request  that  he  would  see  her.  On 
his  arrival,  he  found  the  lady  suffering 
excruciating  pain  in  her  head,  scarcely 
able  to  utter  a monosyllable  articu- 
lately, so  that  she  found  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  explain  that  she  was  nearly 
blind,  after  making  many  attempts  to 
speak  the  word  dim.” 

Upon  making  very  particular  in- 
quiry respecting  her  diet,  it  appeared 
that,  on  the  preceding  day,  she  had 
eaten  some  oysters.  She  was  blooded 
very  largely  from  a considerable  ori- 
fice in  a large  vein.  Her  head  was 
kept  cold  and  raised  high,  and  the 
bowels  were  copiously  evacuated.  By 
these  means,  the  symptoms  were  abat- 
ed, so  that  she  had  more  power  of  ar- 
ticulation, and  her  vision  was  im- 
proved ; but  as  some  of  the  symptoms 
continued,  she  again  lost  blood.  She 
was  directed  to  live  wholly  on  farina- 
ceous 
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ceous  decoctions.  The  bowels  were 
kept  very  open,  and  at  length  she  re- 
covered. As  soon  as  she  regained  the 
power  of  speech,  she  said  that  she 
had  been  nearly  blind ; that  she  saw 
nothing  distinctly ; that  every  thing 
appeared  to  her  as  if  viewed  through 
a black  veil ; that  she  at  the  same 
time  had  found  the  sense  of  hearing 
very  imperfect,  which  was  indeed  very 
observable  to  any  person  who  was  pre- 
sent. 


The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
the  consideration  of  the  cases,  which 
have  been  related  above,  is,  that  the 
state  of  pregnancy  not  only  induces 
such  a how  of  blood  to  the  head,  as 
to  dispose  it  to  be  violently  affected 
by  the  strong  exertions  of  labour,  so 
as  to  induce  puerperal  convulsions ; 
but  also  to  render  it  liable  to  be  par- 
ticularly acted  upon  for  some  time  af- 
ter childbirth,  by  sympathy  with  the 

stomach, 
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stomach,  when  indigestible  substances, 
especially  the  fishes  of  the  bivalve 
class,  have  been  eaten 

On  reviewing  the  cases  of  affection 
of  the  brain,  supervening  upon  having 
eaten  oysters,  it  seems  most  probable, 
that  in  the  three  first  described,  in- 
flammation of  the  brain  had  been  pro- 
duced, which  probably  terminated  in 
the  effusion  of  water  or  blood  on  the 
surface,  or  in  the  substance  of  this 
organ. 

* It  may  not  be  considered  to  be  inapposite  to 
^ the  subject  under  consideration  to  observe,  that 

the  writer  has  lately  seen  a case  of  Chorea  Sancti 
Viti,  in  a young  lady,  which  had  been  preceded 
by  pain  in  the  head.  No  cause  equivalent  to  pro- 
ducing such  an  effect  having  been  suspected,  and 
she  never  having  been  before  liable  to  any  com- 
plaint of  the  head,  or  derangement  of  the  actions 
of  the  nervous  system,  the  writer  was  led  to  in- 
quire, if  she  had  lately,  that  is,  immediately  before 
the  seizure,  eaten  mushrooms,  or  any  other  of  the 
class  of  fungi,  as  champignons,  which  are  often 
employed  in  cookery.  On  reference  to  dates,  it 
turned  out,  that  she  had  eaten  stewed  mushrooms 
one  day  at  dinner,  and  on  two  following  nights  at 
supper,  just  before  the  accession  of  the  headache, 
which  preceded  the  involuntary  action  of  the  mus- 
cular fibres  of  nearly  the  whole  body. 

In 
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In  the  three  last  related  cases,  it  is 
most  likely,  that  the  disease  had  not 
advanced  to  a greater  extent  than  that 
of  increased  accumulation  of  the  blood 
in  the  vessels  themselves,  without  any 
extravasation.  This  opinion  derives 
additional  strength  from  the  quickness 
of  the  recovery  of  the  patients  after 
the  application  of  the  remedies  em- 
ployed, a circumstance  which  coidd 
hardly  be  expected  to  have  happened, 
if  there  had  been  either  inflammation 
of  the  brain  present,  or  extravasation 
of  blood.  In  this  respect,  the  result 
is  consonant  with  those  cases  of  puer- 
peral convulsions,  where  there  have  ex- 
isted blindness,  deafness,  and  entire 
loss  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  but 
in  which,  after  active  depletion  of  the 
vessels  of  the  head,  and  employing 
other  remedies  applicable  to  such  cases, 
in  the  course  of  a few  hours,  the  sight 
and  hearing  have  returned,  with  the 
entire  possession  of  the  powers  of  the 
understanding. 
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IX.  Upon  a Case  of  Stricture  of  the  Rectum, 
produced  by  a Spasmodic  Contraction  of  the 
Internal  and  External  Sphincter  of  the 
Anus.  By  Matthew  Baillie,  M.  D. 
B.R.S.  Lond.  & Edin.  Fellow  of  the  Boyai 
College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  21st  March,  1814. 

Strictures  of  the  Rectum  are  al- 
most constantly  produced  by  a thick- 
ening of  its  coats,  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  cavity  of  the  bowel,  at  the 
seat  of  the  stricture,  becomes  gradu- 
ally more  and  more  contracted.  In 
the  progress  of  this  disease,  ulceration 
very  commonly  takes  place  on  the  in- 
ner surface  of  the  bowel,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  ultimately  destroyed,  as  the 
ulcer  has  no  tendency  of  itself  to  heal, 
and  no  medicines,  which  have  been 
hitherto  employed,  are  capable  of 
communicating  any  healing  disposi- 
tion to  it. 

Another  kind  of  stricture,  however, 
occasionally  occurs  in  the  rectum, 

much 
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much  less  formidable  in  its  nature^ 
which  is  very  rare,  and  has  hitherto 
been  taken  little  notice  of  by  practi- 
tioners. This  is  not  attended  with 
any  diseased  structure  of  the  coats  of 
the  rectum,  but  depends  upon  a con- 
traction, more  or  less  permanent,  of 
the  sphincters  of  the  anus. 

A good  many  years  ago,  a very 
well  marked  case  of  this  kind  fell 
under  my  notice,  an  account  of  which 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  communi- 
cate to  the  College. 

The  patient,  in  whom  this  disease 
occurred,  had  been  long  subject  to 
a herpetic  eruption  on  his  right  leg. 
This  suddenly  disappeared,  and  a 
certain  quantity  of  blood  was  then 
daily  evacuated  by  the  bowels  at  the 
time  of  passing  a stool,  for  five  or  six 
months.  When  this  discharge  ceased, 
there  came  on  a good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty in  having  a motion,  which  was 
immediately  followed  by  a consider- 
able sensation  of  pain  in  the  very 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  rectum.  This  pain 
generally  continued  from  a quarter  to 
half  an  hour,  and  then  subsided  en- 
tirely until  the  next  time  of  having  a 
motion.  When  the  stools  were  exa- 
mined, they  were  found  to  be  very 
small  in  their  diameter,  to  be  flat- 
tened upon  their  surface,  and  to  be 
serpentine  or  twisted.  In  the  course 
of  the  disease,  wlien  there  was  an  ef- 
fort to  have  a motion,  the  external 
sphincter  of  the  anus  would  some- 
times hardly  open  itself,  so  that  fluid 
faeces  only  would  escape  at  such  times, 
and  in  small  quantity  ; or  if  any  solid 
faeces  were  allowed  to  pass,  they  were 
so  squeezed  by  the  very  narrow  aper- 
ture of  the  sphincter,  as  to  become 
nearly  as  thin  as  a ribbon.  At  other 
times,  the  sphincter  was  much  more 
disposed  to  open  itself,  and  the  stools 
were  then  of  a considerably  larger  size, 
and  of  a less  flattened  shape.  At  no 
time,  however,  the  motions  were  of 
the  usual  size,  or  of  a perfectly  cylin- 

* drical 
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drical  form.  An  examination  of  the 
rectum  was  occasionally  made  per 
anum,  and  the  rectum  was  always 
found  to  be  so  much  contracted,  as 
to  admit  with  difficulty  the  forefinger. 
This  contraction  extended  to  the  up- 
per limit  of  the  internal  sphincter  of 
the  anus,  above  which  the  cavity  of 
the  bowel  was  of  its  usual  size.  The 
internal  membrane  of  the  rectum  in 
the  contracted  part  was  perfectly 
healthy.  It  was  soft,  not  thicker  than 
usual,  and  moved  very  readily  on  the 
inner  surface  of  the  contracted  sphinc- 
ter. The  patient  was  in  good  gene- 
ral health,  looked  well  in  his  counte- 
nance, was  not  the  least  emaciated, 
and  his  pulse  was  of  the  natural  fre- 
quency. 

The  patient  was  very  averse  to  the 
introduction  of  a bougie,  and  this  in- 
strument was  never  passed  into  the 
rectum.  Nothing  therefore  was  done, 
except  keeping  the  bowels  free  from 
costiveness,  and  pursuing  a very  tem- 
perate 
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perate  mode  of  living.  The  disease 
gradually  became  very  miieh  less,  and 
although  it  has  not  altogether  sub- 
sided, yet  hardly  any  inconvenience 
is  felt  from  the  remaining  degree  of 
contraction.  It  is  now  nearly  17 
years  since  the  commencement  of  the 
disease. 

This  case  is  very  different  in  its 
nature  from  the  usual  stricture  of  the 
rectum,  and  it  is  of  considerable  im- 
portance, that  it  should  be  distin- 
guished from  it  in  practice.  In  the 
one  case,  the  prognostic  would  be  fa- 
vourable, and  in  the  other  case,  it 
would  be  generally  very  much  the 
contrary.  Upon  a slight  degree  of 
attention,  the  two  cases  might  be  con- 
founded, but  when  accurately  exa- 
mined, they  may  at  all  times  be 
clearly  distinguished  from  each  other. 
In  both  cases,  the  faeces  will  be  found 
to  be  flattened  in  their  shape,  small 
in  their  size,  and  in  some  degree  ser- 
pentine or  twisted ; but  the  other 

symptoms 
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symptoms  will  be  foimd  to  be  very 
different.  In  tlie  common  stricture 
of  the  rectiiiiij  the  situation  of  the 
stricture  is  generally  two  or  three 
inches  above  the  outer  sphincter,  and 
there  is  a sound  capacious  portion  of 
the  bowel  between  the  stricture  and 
this  sphincter.  At  the  seat  of  the 
stricture,  the  coats  of  the  rectum  are 
felt  to  be  more  or  less  thickened,  and 
not  uncommonly,  in  the  cavity,  of  the 
stricture,  there  is  a hard  irregular 
ulcer.  Although  this  disease  has  in 
its  early  stages  little  influence  upon 
the  constitution,  yet  when  it  has  made 
a further  progress,  the  powers  of  the 
constitution  become  very  much  weak- 
ened, great  emaciation  generally  takes 
place,  and  the  patient  is  destroyed. 
In  the  other  species  of  stricture,  pro- 
duced by  a contraction  of  the  sphinc- 
ters of  the  anus,  the  contraction  is 
found  upon  examination  to  be  at  the 
anus,  or  the  very  lower  extremity  of 
tfle  rectum,  the  inner  membrane  of 

the 
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the  rectum  is  discovered  to  be  sound, 
and  the  general  health  is  not  im- 
paired. 

As  this  kind  of  stricture  occurs 
very  rarely,  and  is  not  very  generally 
known,  I have  thought  it  not  unim- 
portant to  communicate  an  account 
of  it  through  the  medium  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  College. 


X.  Some 
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X.  Some  Observations  respecting  the  Green 
Jaundice.  By  Matthew  Baillie,  M.D. 
F.R.S.  Lond,  & Edin.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  21st  March,  1814. 

Jaundice  may  be  divided  into  two 
kinds,  viz,  the  yellow  and  the  green 
jaundice.  In  the  first  kind,  the  skin 
and  the  white  part  of  the  eyes  are 
tinged  more  or  less  of  a yellow  colour. 
In  the  second,  the  skin  and  the  white 
part  of  the  eyes  are  tinged  of  a green 
colour,  more  or  less  mixed  with  yel- 
low, but  the  green  colour  is  very  pre- 
dominant over  the  other.  In  some 
parts  of  the  skin,  the  green  colour  is 
very  deep,  so  as  to  have  some  black- 
ness in  its  hue,  and  this  has  given 
rise  to  the  name  of  black  jaundice,  by 
which  this  disease  has  been  often  dis- 
tinguished. 

The  green  jaundice  by  no  means 
occurs  so  frequently  as  the  yellow 
jaundice,  but  it  occurs  sufficiently  of- 
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ten,  to  have  been  seen  by  every  prac- 
titioner of  considerable  experience. 
Little,  however,  has  been  said  of  it  in 
books,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be 
altogether  imimportant  to  lay  before 
the  College  the  few  remarks  which  I 
have  made  upon  it. 

The  green  jaundice  occurs  more 
frequently  at  the  middle  and  more 
advanced  periods  of  life,  than  at  an 
earlier  age ; but  it  will  occasionally 
occur  in  young  persons.  It  is  more 
frequent  in  men  than  in  women,  and 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  less  connected 
with  intemperance,  than  the  yellow 
jaundice. 

In  the  green  jaundice,  the  liver  is 
often  enlarged,  hard,  and  tubercu- 
lated  throughout  its  whole  substance, 
and  this  morbid  change  of  structure 
is  also  often  confined  to  some  one 
part  of  the  liver;  occasionally^  but,  I 
believe,  rarely,  no  induration  is  dis- 
coverable in  any  part  of  this  viscus. 
Little  pain  is  generally  felt  in  the 

green 
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green  jaundice,  but  there  is  often  some 
sense  of  tenderness  upon  pressure  of 
the  region  of  the  liver.  The  green 
jaundicp  is,  I think,  Jess  frequently 
attended  with  dropsy  of  the  aBdomen, 
than  the  yellow  jaundice,  when  the 
latter  depends  upon  an  induration  of 
the  liver. 

The  pulse  in  the  green  jaundice  is 
commonly  natural  both  with  respect 
to  strength  and  frequency,  unless  some 
circumstance  may  have  occurred  to  ir- 
ritate the  constitution  for  the  time. 
There  is  sometimes  a distressing  itch- 
ing of  the  skin  in  the  green  jaundice, 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  yellow 
jaundice,  and  sometimes  a strong  sen- 
sation of  heat  is  felt  in  the  palms  of 
the  hands  and  the  soles  of  the  feet. 
The  stools  are  generally  pale  in  the 
green  jaundice,  but  are  occasionally 
turgid  with  bile.  1 he  urine  is  com- 
monly much  loaded  with  bile,  and 
tinges  linen  of  a deep  yellow  colour. 
Sometimes,  in  slighter  forms  of  the 
VoL.  V.  L disease, 
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disease,  the  urine,  although  deep  in 
its  colour,  will  not  impart  a yel- 
low tinge  to  linen.  The  urine  is  of- 
u#>r  -MO  in  quantity  in  the 


yellow  jaundice,  ^ is  generally  clear, 
and  rarely  deposits  a pinky  sedi- 
ment. 

In  many  cases  of  the  green  jaun- 
dice, the  appetite  and  the  digestion 
are  much  impaired,  and  in  some  cases, 
they  are  nearly  as  good  as  in  health. 

In  the  yellow  jaundice,  provided 
the  substance  of  the  liver  be  not  very 
much  diseased,  the  patient  generally 
recovers,  and  the  yellow  tinge  leaves 
the  skin  completely.  In  the  green 
jaundice,  the  patient  very  rarely  re- 
covers, and  the  green  colour,  when 
the  patient  does  not  recover,  never 
leaves  the  skin  as  long  as  he  lives. 
There  is  sometimes  a little  difference 
in  the  deepness  of  the  shade  of  the 
colour,  but  it  never  forsakes  the  skin 
altogether. 

The  progress  of  the  disease  in  the 
® green 
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green  jaundice  is  always  slow,  but 
the  fatal  issue  of  it  is  almost  always 
certain.  Patients  will  generally  live 
a year  or  two  with  this  disease,  but 
in  the  course  of  that  time,  the  body 
becomes  much  emaciated,  the  powers 
of  the  constitution  waste,  and  at  length 
they  sink  altogether.  In  a few  in- 
stances, patients  will  live  for  many 
years  with  this  disease,  and  even  en- 
joy tolerable  health,  but  the  green 
tinge  never  leaves  their  countenance. 

Mercury  seems  in  general  to  have 
very  little  beneficial  influence  upon 
the  green  jaundice.  The  kind  of  in- 
duration which  commonly  attends  this 
disease  is^not  affected  by  mercury  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  indurations 
of  the  liver  usually  are,  which  some- 
times accompany  the  yellow  jaundice. 
Mercury,  however,  will  sometimes  al- 
leviate  for  a time  the  uncomfortable 
feelings  of  the  patient,  and  induce 
him  to  think  that  he  is  getting  better, 
but  it  produces  no  substantial  amend- 

L 2 ment. 
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ment.  The  daily  use  of  neutral  salts? 
in  moderate  doses,  has  appeared  to 
me  occasionally  to  have  been  of  some 
advantage ; but  of  all  the  cases  of 
green  jaundice,  which  have  fallen  un- 
der ray  notice,  I recollect  two  only 
which  have  recovered. 

The  bile,  in  the  green  jaundice,  is, 
probably,  in  some  respects,  chemi- 
cally different  from  the  bile  in  the 
yellow  jaundice,  and  this,  perhaps, 
may  constitute  a material  difference 
between  the  two  diseases.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  a matter  of  some  im- 
portance to  have  the  bile  in  the  green 
jaundice  accurately  examined  by  an 
able  chemist.  This  examination 
would  not  only  make  us  acquainted 
with  the  chemical  difference  between 
the  two  sorts  of  bile,  but  might,  per- 
haps, suggest  some  improvement  in 
the  mode  of  treating  the*  green  jaun- 
dice. We  may  be  said  at  present  to 
be  in  a great  measure  ignorant  of  the 
proper  method  of  treating  this  formi- 
dable disease. 
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XI.  Some  Account  of  a Rash^  liable  to  he 
mistaken  for  Scarlatina.  By  William 
George  Maton,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Fhysicians,  Physician 
Extraordinary  to  Her  Majesty,  SfC.  <^c. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  4th  April,  1814. 

There  is  probably  no  class  of  dis- 
eases  in  which  inaccurate  diagnosis  is 
more  frequently  made  than  in  those 
of  the  skin  ; nor  is  error  more  likely 
to  be  followed  with  danger,  than  in 
that  subdivision  of  cutaneous  com- 
plaints, which  has  been  denominated 
Exanthemata,  or  Rashes.  If  Scarla- 
tina be  mistaken  for  Rubeola  (for  in- 
stance) or  vice  versa,  the  consequences 
may  be  fatal,  since  the  treatment,  suit- 
ed to  the  one,  must  commonly  be 
quite  opposite  to  that  required  by  the 
other ; and  yet  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  external  characters  of 
these  two  diseases  do,  on  some  occa- 
sions, assume  so  ambiguous  an  as- 
pect, as  to  mislead  even  intelligent 

prac- 
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practitioners,  if  their  examination  be 
not  made  with  due  nicety  and  caution. 
In  like  manner,  the  disease,  which  I 
am  now  about  to  describe,  bears  so 
much  resemblance  to  Scarlatina,  that 
I have  no  doubt  of  the  one  having 
been  often  confounded  with  the  other, 
especially  as  no  account  of  the  former 
is  to  be  found  in  nosological  writers. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  this 
subject  some  years  ago,  when  Scarla- 
tina was  stated  to  be  prevalent  in  one 
of  our  great  public  schools,  and  when 
the  different  practitioners,  whose  at- 
tendance was  called  for  on  that  occa- 
sion, expressed  much  surprise  to  one 
another,  at  what  was  considered  the 
slightness  of  the  symptoms  of  that 
fever.  I certainly  did  not,  at  that 
time,  see  reason  for  referring  those 
symptoms  to  ^ a different  species  of 
disease,  for  the  eruption  was  precisely 
the  same  in  its  appearance  ; but  the 
shortness  of  its  duration,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  all  symptoms,  which  could 

deserve 
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deserve  to  be  denominated  those  of 
debility,  made  me  resolve  to  keep  a 
scrutinising  eye  on  all  similar  cases 
which  might  come  under  my  cogni- 
sance, at  future  periods  of  my  prac- 
tice. 

In  the  course  of  last  autumn,  I 
had  the  means  of  satisfying  myself  on 
this  point,  having  been  required  to 
visit  some  young  patients  in  succes- 
sion, in  a large  family,  wherein  op- 
portunities occurred  of  ascertaining, 
with  precision,  several  curious  parti- 
culars, which  convinced  me  that  I had 
a non>descript  disease  to  study,  hi- 
therto confounded  with  one  sufficiently 
familiar  to  all  of  us  in  this  great  me- 
tropolis. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1813,  I 
was  requested  to  visit  Miss  F.  C., 
whom  I found  complaining  of  general 
indisposition,  but  who  was  distressed 
chiefly  by  a scarlet  rash,  with  which 
the  greater  part  of  her  skin  was  suf- 
‘fused,  and  which  (especially  after  the 

patient 
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patient  had  been  exposed  to  a cooler 
air)  caused  considerable  irritation. 
The  efflorescence  was  most  vivid  on 
the  face  and  neck,  where  it  appeared 
in  innumerable  points,  which  bore  as 
strong  a resemblance  as  possible  to 
Scarlatina.  This  resemblance,  of 
course,  induced  me  to  inspect  the 
fauces  very  close’y,  which,  however, 
d;d  not  exhibit  the  smallest  appear- 
ance of  inflammation,  nor  did  the  pa- 
tient complain  of  any  sense  of  sore- 
ness in  the  throat.  I he  tongue  was 
slightly  furred,  but  the  papillce  did 
not  protrude  through  the  fur ; its 
edges  and  apex  were  pedectly  moist 
and  natural.  Jf  I had  felt  the  pulse, 
without  having  noticed  any  morbid 
appearance  in  the  patient,  I should 
most  probably  have  considered  it  as 
being  of  the  standard  strength  and 
frequency,  and  it  was  rather,  perhaps, 
from  my  mind  being  predisposed  to 
find  in  it  some  deviation  from  the 
healthy  characters,  in  consequence  of 

perceiving 
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perceiving  some  of  the  signs  of  Scar- 
latina in  the  young  lady,  that  I judged 
it  to  be  rather  more  quick  than  could 
be  natural.  She  said  that  she  had  no 
pain  whatever,  and  that,  except  an 
itching  of  the  skin,  she  felt  only  a ge- 
neral disordered  state  of  her  system. 
In  fact,  she  was  pursuing  her  usual 
I morning  occupations,  without  languor 
i or  fatigue.  The  efflorescence  began 
I the  preceding  day  (the  17th),  but  had 
not  been  ushered  in  by  any  of  the 
usual  symptoms  of  fever,  or  if  there 
I were  such,  they  were  so  slight  as  not 
to  excite  her  attention.  On  this  same 
day,  however,  an  elder  sister.  Miss 
K.  C.  had  experienced  rigors,  and 
some  of  the  other  concomitants  of  in- 
cipient febrile  disease,  and  she  now 
exhibited  some  traces  of  the  same  kind 
of  efflorescence,  which  in  Acrwas  only 
beginning.  Miss  F.  C.’s  having  shown 
itself  one  day  earlier.  Miss  K.  C.’s 
pulse  was  under  90,  but  she  com- 
plained of  a degree  of  heaviness  about 

her 


hei’  head,  and  the  tongue  was  more 
furred  than  her  sister’s.  Four  other 
children  of  the  same  family  were  sit- 
ting with  the  invalids,  so  that,  even 
upon  the  supposition  of  the  disease 
being  Scarlatina,  it  seemed  too  late 
to  prevent  its  further  progress,  by  se- 
parating the  latter  from  the  former. 
But  here  was  a state  of  the  tongue 
totally  different  from  that  which  forms 
so  remarkable,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
so  invariable  a character  in  the  true 
Scarlatina,  and  which  is  distinguished 
by  the  bright  red  and  elongated  pa- 
pillce.  Here  was  no  unusual  heat  of 
skin,  but  an  almost  intolerable  itch- 
ing, or  tingling,  (as  the  patients  called 
it)  which  is  not  an  usual  concomitant 
of  the  above  disease.  Neither  could 
I discover  that  any  of  the  family  had 
been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  Scar- 
latina, I was  therefore  determined  to 
act  upon  the  presumption,  that  this 
cutaneous  affection  arose  from  some 
disorder  in  the  digestive  functions,  and 

I ac- 
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I accordingly  directed  each  of  the 
young  ladies  to  take  some  calomel 
and  rhubarb,  and,  after  these  medi- 
cines had  operated,  some  saline 
draughts.  On  my  visiting  them  the 
next  day  (the  19th),  I found  Miss  K. 
C.  free  from  feverish  symptoms,  and 
the  efflorescence  paler.  From  her 
sister  s skin,  it  had  almost  disappear- 
ed ; but  they  both  complained  of  great 
irritation  being  caused  whenever  they 
were  casually  exposed  to  a lower  tem- 
perature, and  from  this  irritation  they 
were  not  altogether  freed  for  three  or 
four  days.  On  the  third  day  of  my 
attendance,  both  patients  described 
themselves  to  be  so  perfectly  cured  of 
all  indisposition,  that  I did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  prescribe  any  more 
medicine  for  them,  especially  as  the 
purgative  had  operated  as  I wished, 
and  as  the  tongue  had  resumed  a na- 
tural appearance. 

On  the  4th  of  September  (18  days 
after  the  first  occurrence  of  the  rash 
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in  the  family,)  Miss  Magdalen  C.  be^ 
came  affected  similarly  to  her  two  sis- 
ters ; on  the  5th,  Miss  Maria  C. ; on 
the  7th,  their  brother  Joseph,  and 
M iss  R.  C.  a relation.  All  these 
complained  of  rigors,  a few  hours  be- 
fore the  appearance  of  the  rash.  They 
followed  the  same  plan  as  had  been 
prescribed  for  the  two  ladies,  who  had 
first  been  attacked,  and  became  well 
in  three  or  four  days ; but  it  was  re- 
marked, that,  in  the  three  patients 
last  attacked,  the  symptoms  were  more 
severe  than  in  any  one  of  the  others, 
the  face  being  suffused  with  a stronger 
efflorescence,  (which  also  remained 
longer,)  and  there  was  considerable 
determination  of  blood  to  the  head, 
marked  by  a sense  of  weight  in  that 
part,  and  a loaded  state  of  the  vessels 
of  the  eye.  Moreover,  small  tumors, 
or  tuberosities,  varying  in  size  from 
that  of  a pea  to  a hazel-nut  (but  more 
flattened,  and  of  an  irregular  circum- 
ference,) made  their  appearance  when 

the 
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the  efflorescence  was  declining,  about 
the  integuments  of  the  occiput^  and 
also  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  did 
not  entirely  vanish  for  some  weeks ; 
they  were  tender  to  the  touch,  and  at 
times  accompanied  by  pain  ; many  of 
them  were  slightly  discoloured,  and 
not  unlike  the  elevations  which  are 
caused  in  the  skin  by  the  bites  of 
gnats,  except  that  they  felt  harder, 
and  in  that  respect  more  like  enlarged 
absorbent  glands.  As  another  proof 
that  the  constitution  was  more  strongly 
affected  by  the  complaint  in  the  pa- 
tients attacked  latest,  it  should  be 
mentioned,  that  the  catamenia  were 
interrupted  in  Miss  Maria  C.  until 
January,  and  in  Miss  R.  C.  for  the 
space  of  nine  weeks  following.  1 he 
two  young  ladies  who  were  attacked 
first  were  not  affected  with  any  tu- 
mors. 

On  the  24th  of  September  (38  days 
after  the  beginning  of  the  efflorescence 
in  the  patients  first  attacked,  and  i7 

after 
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after  its  comiiienrement  in  Miss  K.  C. 
the  latest  sufferer),  Mr.  C.  the  eldest 
of  the  family,  was  seized  with  rigors, 
which  were  followed  by  a high  degree 
of  fever,  ,and  the  next  morning  he 
found  himself  covered  with  the  scarlet 
rash  from  head  to  foot.  He  whs  much 
disordered  the  whole  of  this  second 
day,  but  went  out  of  doors,  dined 
with  some  friends,  and  made  no  al- 
teration in  his  diet  or  regimen ; but 
the  consequence  was,  that  the  fever 
increased  a good  deal  that  night,  and 
he  experienced  such  a sense  of  fulness 
and  heaviness  about  his  head  the  next 
morning,  that  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  some  calomel  and 
rhubarb,  whicli,  as  he  had  understood 
that  these  medicines  had  given  relief 
to  his  brother  and  sisters  under  the 
same  circumstances,  he  expected  would 
produce  good  effects  on  himself ; and, 
in  fact,  they  did  not  fail  to  alleviate 
all  his  uncomfortable  feelings  on  the 
third  day,  though  several  more  days 
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elapsed  before  he  became  quite  well. 
This  was  his  own  description  of  his 
case,  for,  during  the  time  of  his  ill- 
ness, he  was  at  Portsmouth,  on  busi- 
ness, and,  of  course,  I had  pot  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  him.  His  symp- 
toms would  seem  to  have  been,  in  all 
respects,  similar  to  those  of  the  rest 
of  the  family,  except  that  he  never 
felt  any  irritation  of  the  skin,  which 
had  been  so  distressing  to  the  others. 
Probably,  either  a difference  of  tem- 
perature in  the  air,  or  a more  inflam- 
matory state  of  his  blood,  or  both 
these  influences  combined,  or  ba- 
lanced against  each  other,  may  have 
occasioned  that  aberration  from  the 
course  which  the  complaint  had  fol- 
lowed in  the  other  cases.  I ought  to 
mention,  that  he  ascribed  the  ultimate 
removal  of  his  indisposition  to  a se- 
cond dose  of  calomel  and  rhubarb,  to 
which  he  had  recourse  about  a week 
after  the  first,  and  whic  h produced  im- 
mediate and  total  relief  from  adment. 

On 
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On  the  30th  of  the  same  month, 
an  infant  son  of  Mr.  C.  (the  gentle- 
man whose  case  has  just  been  related) 
took  his  turn  in  the  family  complaint, 
which  in  him  completed  its  visitation 
through  the  whole  domestic  circle,  the 
mother,  her  daughter-in-law,  and  the 
servants  excepted.  The  same  medi- 
cines were  given  to  the  infant  as  had 
been  prescribed  in  the  first  instance, 
and  in  three  or  four  days  he  regained 
his  former  strength  and  spirits. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  recapitu- 
late the  dates  of  the  appearance  of  the 
efflorescence  in  the  several  patients 
(whose  ages  also  are  here  annexed  to 
the  respective  names),  in  the  following 
manner,  which  will  render  it  more 
easy  to  reason  on  the  nature  of  the 
disease. 


Miss 
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Miss  F.  C 

Aug.  17. 

Miss  K.  C 

20. 

18. 

Miss  Magd.  C.  . 

10. 1 

Sept.  4. 

internal  17 — 18  days 

Miss  Maria  C.  . 



Sept.  5. 

interval  18 — 19  days 

Mr.  Joseph  C. .. 

-1 

Sept.  7. 

interval  19 — 21  days 

Miss  R.  C 



Sept.  7. 

interval  19 — 21  days 

Mr.  C 

26-  ] 

Sept.  24. 

; interval  17 — 23  days 

Master  C 

‘d 

^ -Sept.  30. 

r interval  17 — 26  days 

Upon  the  supposition  that  this  dis- 
ease was  infectious,  it  will  appear, 
from  the  above  table,  that  from  17  to 
26  days  were  required  for  the  infec- 
tion to  produce  its  sensible  effects  on 
the  system.  It  does  not  seem  pro- 
bable that  Mr.  C.  or  the  infant  was 
infected  by  either  of  the  two  patsents 
who  were  first  taken  ill,  as  they  would, 
in  that  case,  have  been  attacked  with 
the  disease  about  the  same  time  as  the 
four  next  in  order  to  these,  whose  in- 
tervals uere  from  17  to  21  days;  but 
VoL.  V.  M ' if 
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if  we  date  the  infection  of  Mr.  C.  and 
the  infant  from  one  of  those  four, 
their  periods  also  will  be  found  to  be 
nearly  the  same,  for  the  infant  could 
not  have  taken  the  infection  from 
Mr.  C.,  the  latter  having  been  many 
miles  distant  during  the  whole  pro- 
gress of  his  indisposition.  Now  a 
week  is  the  longest  period  mentioned 
by  any  author  of  repute,  as  interven- 
ing between  the  communication  of  the 
infection,  and  the  manifestation  of  the 
symptoms  of  Scarlatina,  Dr.  Wither- 
ing says,  that  he  repeatedly  had  oc- 
casion to  observe  that  it  is  upon  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  exposure  to 
contagion,  that  the  patients  begin  to 
complain Dr.  Heberden  mentions 
the  fifth  as  being  about  the  usual  pe- 
riod t ; Blackburn  “ from  four  to 
six  days  J and  Dr.  Willan  seems  to 

* On  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Sore  Throat,  page 

61. 

t Commentarii,  page  20. 

t Facts  and  Observations  concerning  Scarlet 
Fever. 

consider 
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consider  the  sixth  as  the  latest  that 
occurs  These  circumstances,  per- 
haps, are  alone  sufficient  whereon  to 
establish  a characteristic  difference  be- 
tween the  disease  above  described  and 
the  genuine  Scarlatina ; but,  when 
conjoined  with  the  different  appear- 
ance of  the  tongue,  and  the  desquam- 
ation of  the  cuticle,  which  takes  place 
in  the  latter,  but  was  not  discover- 
able, even  in  the  slightest  degree,  in 
the  former,  they  destroy,  to  my  mind, 
all  affinity  between  the  two  complaints. 
There  is  only  one  other  genus  of  the 
Exanthemata^  hitherto  (so  far,  at  least, 
as  I know)  described,  to  which  the 
cases,  which  have  formed  the  subject 
of  this  Paper,  can  be  considered  re- 
ferable,— I mean  the  genus  denomi- 
nated by  Dr.Willan,  Roseola,  which  is 
characterized,  like  Urticaria  (another 
symptomatic  genus)  by  the  same  dis- 
tressing tingling  in  the  skin  ; but  the 

* Diseases  of  the  Skin,  page  255. 
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scarlet  points  most  commonly  coalesce 
into  distinct  patches,  and  these  patches 
frequently  are  erratic  in  Roseolay 
whereas  in  the  above  cases,  the  efflo- 
rescence was  universally  diffused,  and 
equally  vivid  in  all  parts  of  the  skin 
that  were  exposed  to  the  same  exter- 
nal circumstances  ; besides,  tumours 
do  not  occur  in  Roseola, 

But,  after  all,  the  true  distinctions 
of  this  disease  are,  in  my  opinion,  to 
be  founded  on  the  more  general  and 
constitutional  circumstances.  That  it 
was  infectious  cannot  well  be  doubted; 
herein  it  differs  essentially  from  Rose- 
ola and  Urticaria.  The  period,  inter- 
vening between  the  application  of  the 
infectious  influence  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease,  was  consi- 
derably longer  than  has  been  noticed 
in  Scarlatina  ; the  febrile  phenomena 
and  the  sensations  attending  the  erup- 
tion were  also  different.  Hence,  it 
seems  requisite  to  form  a new  designa- 
tion, which,  however,  I do  not  ven- 
ture 
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ture  to  propose  at  present,  being  sa- 
tisfied with  calling  the  attention  of 
my  colleagues  to  the  subject,  and  be- 
ing persuaded  that  the  above  is  much 
too  loose  a sketch,  from  which  to 
frame  formal  nosological  characters. 

March  11,  1814. 
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XII.  So?ne  Observations  on  a 'particular  Species 
of  Purging.  J^y  Matthew  Baillie, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  Loud.  & Edin.  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  4th  November,  1814. 

The  usual  purgative  evacuations,  to 
>vhieh  the  bowels  are  subject,  take 
place  in  diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 
But  there  is  another  kind  of  purging 
that  occasionally  happens,  which  is 
not  very  generally  known,  and-  is  al- 
most constantly  fatal.  This  consists 
of  an  evacuation  of  a matter  resem- 
bling in  its  appearance  a mixture  of 
water  and  lime,  which  is  generally 
very  frothy  on  its  surface.  When  this 
kind  of  purging  has  once  taken  place, 
it  is  hardly  ever  radically  removed, 
although  it  may  for  some  time  be  oc- 
casionally suspended.  It  occurs  most 
commonly  in  persons  who  have  re- 
sided for  a considerable  time  in  a warm 
climate,  and  in  those  who  have  suf- 
fered from  affections  of  the  liver,  but 

it 
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it  likewise  occurs,  although  rarely,  in 
persons  who  have  never  been  out  of 
this  country,  and  who  have  not  suf- 
fered, as  far  as  they  know,  from  any 
disease  in  the  liver.  It  occurs  more 
commonly  in  men  than  in  women  ; 
but  this  most  probably  depends,  in  a 
great  measure,  upon  a larger  propor- 
tion of  men  going  to  warm  climates, 
than  of  women. 

When  this  species  of  purging  takes 
place  in  a violent  degree,  the  evacua- 
tions are  very  copious  and  very  nume- 
rous. They  are  pale  in  their  colour, 
as  if  lime  were  mixed  with  water,  are 
very  frothy  like  yeast  at  the  top,  and 
often  smell  very  sour.  When  the  dis- 
ease has  changed  into  a milder  form, 
the  evacuations  are  of  the  consistence 
of  pudding,  and  are  more  or  less  pale 
in  their  colour.  Sometimes  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  colour  of  different 
parts  of  the  same  motion,  and  the  mo- 
tions will  not,  in  this  mild  stage  of  the 
disease,  occur  oftener  than  two  or 

® three 
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three  times  in  24  hours.  Sometimes 
there  will  even  be  a state  of  amend- 
ment approaching  to  a cure.  The 
motions  will  then  become  figured,  and 
of  a darker  colour,  but  very  rarely  of 
the  same  deep  colour,  as  a perfectly 
healthy  motion.  This  improved  state, 
however,  generally  continues  for  a 
short  time,  and  the  patient  falls  back 
into  the  state  of  frothy  motions  above 
described.  Patients  labouring  under 
this  complaint  have  generally  more 
or  less  of  a sallow  countenance,  and 
are  thin,  but  not  very  much  emaci- 
ated. The  appetite  is  often  good, 
but  sometimes  is  deficient.  1 he  pulse 
is  sometimes  at  the  healthy  standard, 
and  sometimes  is  a little  accelerated. 
The  tongue  is  generally  covered  with 
a white  fur  of  moderate  thickness,  and 
I do  not  recollect,  that  in  any  of  the 
cases  which  I have  seen,  there  has 
been  any  soreness  of  the  mouth,  or 
aphthous  appearance.  The  urine  is 
a little  deeper  in  its  colour  than  na- 
tural, 
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tiiral,  is’  generally  clear,  but  is  some- 
times  turbid. 

Patients  afflicted  with  this  disease 
will  often  live  for  several  years,  but 
the  disease  continues,  subject  to  the 
changes  lately  described ; and  they 
hardly  ever  ultimately  recover. 

When  the  general  surface  of  the 
abdomen  is  examined  in  such  patients, 
nothing  unnatural  is  commonly  disco- 
vered. There  is  no  tumour  in  any 
part,  nor  do  they  commonly  express 
any  sense  of  pain  upon  pressure  of 
the  abdomen.  The  bowels,  however, 
are  often  more  or  less  distended  with 
wind. 

I have  not  as  yet  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  condition  of 
the  liver  and  the  bowels  in  such  pa- 
tients after  death.  ^ Some  patients, 
who  have  consulted  me,  have  died  in 
the  country;  in  two  or  three  instances, 
where  the  patients  died  in  London,  I 
was  not  able  to  make  an  examina- 
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tion  ; and  several  who  have  consulted 
me  are  still  alive. 

The  influence  of  medicine  upon 
this  complaint  is  generally  very  incon- 
siderable, and  is  hardly  ever  pern^a- 
nent.  Still,  however,  the  disease  is 
capalde  of  being  in  some  degree  re- 
lieved, and  of  having  its  progress  re- 
tarded. Patients  affected  with  this 
disease  will  sometimes  receive  advan- 
tage from  very  small  doses  of  mercury, 
as  half  a grain  of  calomel,  three  or 
four  grains  of  the  pilula  hydrargyri, 
or  a few  grains  of  the  hydrargyrus 
cum  creta,  taken  every  night,  or  every 
second  night.  This  small  quantity  of 
mercury  will  sometimes  stimulate  their 
liver  to  a better  and  more  plentiful  se- 
cretion of  bile,  without  impairing  the 
strength  of  their  constitution.  Some 
advantage  too  is  occasionally  derived 
from  the  different  kinds  of  bitter  me- 
dicines, as  cascarilla,  cusparia,  &c. 
combined  with  a few  drops  of  lauda- 
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num,  A medicine  of  this  kind,  taken 
twice  a day,  will  sometimes  improve 
the  digestion,  when  it  is  deficient,  will 
render  the  motions  more  solid  and  less 
frequent,  and  increase  the  strength  of 
the  constitution.  But  this  good  ef- 
fect is  hardly  ever  permanent,  for  the 
patients  almost  constantly  fall  back 
into  the  state  of  frequent  and  frothy 
stools,  which  has  been  formerly  de- 
scribed. The  repeated  returns  of  the 
I complaint  at  length  wear  out  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  patients  sink,  from 
an  exhaustion  of  the  powers  of  the 
body. 

Although  the  disease  continues  its 
progress  under  every  kind  of  diet,  yet 
■ some  patients  have  appeared  to  derive 
considerable  advantage  from  living  al- 
most entirely  upon  rice. 

The  mind  in  some  cases  seems  to 
have  an  influence  upon  this  disease. 

The  disease  is  more  apt  to  be  in- 
creased, or  to  have  its  returns  ren- 
dered more  frequent,  when  the  mind  \ 
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is  embarrassed  with  business,  or  agi- 
tated with  anxiety,  than  when  it  is 
not  hurried  in  its  exertions,  and  is 
otherwise  in  a tranquil  state. 
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XIII.  A Case  of  Water  in  the  Head,  unat- 
tended hy  its  usual  Symptoms ; with  Obser- 
vations. By  W.  Heb  EBDEN,  M.D.  E.R.S. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
^c. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  4th  November,  1814. 

In  adverting  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  following  case,  I have  thought  it 
might  not  be  unworthy  the  attention 
of  the  College  of  Physicians.  For 
though  I have  as  little  respect,  as  any 
man,  for  facts,  merely  because  they 
may  be  extraordinary ; yet  when  such 
facts  can  in  any  way  contribute  to 
perfect  our  knowledge,  or  to  correct 
our  judgment,  they  ac€|uire  a degree 
of  value  in  proportion  as  they  promote 
these  ends.  This  is  not  the  place  to 
teach  the  common  symptoms  of  com- 
mon disorders.  But  it  may  not  be 
without  its  use,  in  the  investigation 
and  treatment  of  the  most  common, 
to  know  what  alterations  of  structure 
may  take  place,  unattended  by  their 

usual 
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usual  signs,  or  what  signs  may  be 
manifested  independent  on  their  usual 
causes.  If  the  pride  of  theory  be 
sometimes  humbled,  the  conclusions 
of  modest  judgment  can  at  least  never 
be  impaired  by  real  knowledge. 

I shall  first  give  an  account  of  the 
appearances  after  death,  in  the  words 
of  an  able  surgeon  who  conducted  the 
examination,  and  shall  afterwards 
state  what  I had  observed  while  the 
patient  lived. 

“ On  attempting  to  remove  the  cal- 
varia, the  dura  mater  adhered  with  so 
much  firmness,  as  to  split  into  layers, 
rather  than  cpiit  its  connexion  with 
the  bone.  The  arachnoid  membrane 
was  thickened,  of  a milky  colour,  and 
much  elevated  by  the  subjacent  fluid, 
which  pervaded  the  cellular  structure 
of  the  pia  mater,  to  the  amount  of  four 
ounces.  The  substance  of  the  brain 
was  healthy.  The  ventricles  were 
greatly  enlarged,  and  contained  about 
eight  ounces  of  transparent  water. 

The 
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The  plexus  choroides  was  pale  and 
void  of  vessels,  containing  many  mi- 
nute vesicles  resembling  hydatids,  and 
one  solid  tumour,  which  appeared  to 
contain  the  same  calculous  matter 
which  is  met  with  in  the  pineal  gland. 
The  internal  carotid  and  basilary  ar- 
teries, with  many  of  their  primary 
I branches,  were  ossified.  In  the  chest, 

I the  lungs  were  found  firmly  adhering 
to  the  parietes  ; and  some  small  tu- 
I mours,  containing  calculous  matter, 
probably  phosphate  of  lime,  were  dis- 
persed through  their  substance.  In 
the  heart,  the  valves  of  the  left  auri- 
culo-ventricular  opening  were  partially 
ossified,  those  of  the  aorta  completely 
so,  and  small  depositions  of  bony 
matter  were  found  on  the  tendinous 
portions  of  the  carnese  coluiniise.  The 
coronary  artery  was  ossified  through 
its  whole  extent.  The  aorta,  soon  af- 
ter emerging  from  the  ventricle,  formed 
a true  aneurysmal  pouch,  consisting 
of  a dilatation  of  the  coats  of  the  ar- 
tery, 
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tery,  without  any  rupture  of  its  inter- 
nal lining.  The  descending  thoracic 
and  abdominal  aorta,  with  all  their 
primary  branches,  were  converted  into 
cylinders  of  bone,  as  also  were  the 
external  and  internal  iliacs. 

The  intestines  were  in  many 
places  firmly  adhering  by  their  perito- 
ii8eal  surfaces,  apparently  the  result  of 
former  attacks  of  inflammation.  At 
each  abdominal  ring  there  was  a small 
hernial  sac. 

‘‘  The  liver  was  healthy  : the 

spleen  covered  w ith  a bony  deposition, 
between  its  peritonaeal  covering  and 
tunica  propria. 

The  bladder  contained  some  tur- 
bid urine  ; and  a small  spot  near  its 
neck  had  a blackened  appearance. 
The  prostate  gland  was  enlarged. 
1 he  kidneys  were  healthy.  In  the 
left  testicle  there  w as  a collection  of 
water.” 

Such  was  the  account  which  I re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Henry  Earle.  The 
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followinof  circumstances  contain  the 
sum  of  my  knowledge  respecting  this 
patient. 

Mr.  W.  was  an  old  man  : the  per- 
son with  whom  he  lodged  believed  him 
to  be  some  years  turned  of  fourscore. 
I had  attended  him  occasionally,  but 
not  often,  during  the  last  ten  years  of 
his  life.  From  the  time  when  1 first 
saw  him  (I  know  not  how  much  long- 
er), he  had  been  exceedingly  deaf,  so 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  make 
him  hear,  and  I was  obliged  to  write 
down  all  that  I would  ask  him,  or  say 
to  him.  But  for  this  defect,  he  ap- 
peared of  a sound  constitution,  and 
free  from  the  usual  infirmities  of  ad- 
vanced age.  When  he  consulted  me, 
it  had  been  upon  occasion  of  some 
temporary  feverishness,  expectoration, 
or  other  transient  indisposition,  and 
once  or  twice  on  account  of  giddiness, 
for  which  he  was  cupped  with  advan- 
tage. But  I never  saw  him  under 
any  serious  illness  till  about  six  weeks 
VoL.  V.  N before 
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before  his  death.  I was  then  sent  for, 
and  was  informed  by  his  landlady, 
that  she  apprehended  he  must  have 
had  a fit  in  the  night ; that  he  had 
scrambled,  or  fallen,  out  of  bed,  and 
seemed  confused,  with  .great  weakness, 
particularly  in  his  legs.  He  had  col- 
lected himself  before  I got  to  him, 
but  was  feeble,  had  a quick  pulse, 
and  had  lost  all  relish  for  food.  He, 
however,  told  me  distinctly  that  he 
had  no  giddiness,  nor  pain  in  his 
head,  or  elsewhere.  In  a few  days 
his  symptoms  went  off ; and  after  ten 
days,  or  a fortnight,  I took  my  leave. 
At  that  time  his  appetite  had  returned, 
his  pulse  was  equal  and  natural,  his 
breath  perfectly  free,  his  voice  strong, 
and  his  understanding  and  memory 
clear  and  good.  There  seemed  to  be 
no  longer  any  remains  of  illness,  un- 
less that  his  legs,  ^though  not  so  weak 
as  before,  were  still  weak.  From  that 
time  I had  called  at  his  house  once, 
and  was  informed,  that  he  continued 
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as  well  as  usual,  bot  I did  not  see 
him  till  the  evening  of  February  the 
12th,  when  I was  again  desired  to 
visit  him,  and  found  him  dying.  I 
was  told  that  he  seemed  indisposed 
all  day,  but  had  given  the  people 
about  him  no  alarm  till  they  sent  for 
me.  He  was  lying  perfectly  still  in 
his  bed,  apparently  senseless,  his  pulse 
could  hardly  be  felt,  and  he  breathed 
like  one  who  was  expiring.  He  died 
about  five  hours  afterwards. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  case,  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  offer  some  ob- 
servations by  way  of  il lustration  ; for, 
without  attempting  to  explain  every 
particular,  we  may  find  reason  from 
analogy  to  admit  certain  principles, 
wliich  are  in  a general  view  applicable 
to  the  subject  of  tiiis  Paper, 

When  it  is  considered  how  minute 
a puncture,  whot  a gende  pressure  of 
the  brain  is  often  felt  through  the 
whole  frame,  producing  sometimes  ir- 
regular and  excessive  actions,  a pain- 
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fill  sensibility  to  light,  noise,  and  all 
those  ordinary  exciting  causes,  which 
should  only  awaken  us  to  a pleasing 
consciousness  of  our  existence  ; or,  on 
the  other  hand,  benumbing  all  the  na- 
tural faculties,  so  that  the  mind,  in- 
stead of  that  delightful  energy  and  ac- 
tivity, with  which  it  uses  to  soar  into 
unknown  worlds,  is  reduced  to  a ca- 
lamitous state  of  torpor,  or  fatuity, 
while  the  body  scarce  drags  along  its 
own  unfeeling  limbs ; when,  I say, 
these  are  the  ordinary  and  well  known 
effects  of  pressure  upon  that  delicate 
organ,  it  may  well  excite  our  surprise 
that  so  large  an  accumulation  of  fluid 
(not  less  than  three  quarters  of  a pint), 
and  consequently  so  great  a compres- 
sion, should  ever  be  sustained  with 
little  or  no  manifest  inconvenience. 

The  reason  of  this  may  perhaps  be 
suggested  by  the  very  gradual  manner 
in  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been  collected,  and  in  that  wonderful 
power,  with  which  every  living  body 

is 
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is  endowed,  of  accommodating  itself 
to  new  circumstances.  For  if  only 
time  be  given  for  the  neighbouring 
parts  to  contract,  or  enlarge  them- 
selves, as  the  case  may  require,  it  is 
difficult  to  set  any  limits  to  this  fa- 
culty. 

We  see  every  day  what  great  exer- 
tions the  human  body  is  capable  of 
by  regular  education  and  discipline  ; 
so  that  on  comparing  together  the 
limbs  of  a hardy  workman  and  one  of 
sedentary  or  effeminate  habits,  we 
might  be  inclined  to  class  them  as 
creatures  of  different  species,  at  least 
as  distinct  as  the  different  races  of 
dogs,  or  of  horses,  or  other  brute  ani- 
mals. It  is  less  surprising,  that  the 
mind  of  man,  so  subtile  in  its  nature, 
and  so  active  in  its  principle,  should 
show  an  endless  variety  in  its  capacity 
and  exertions,  sometimes  animating 
a Newton,  sometimes  sleeping  in  an 
ideot.  But  even  in  parts,  which  one 
might  expect  to  be  less  liable  to  fluc- 
tuation^ 
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tiiation,  and  more  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  constitution  of  our  fr^^me, 
we  still  observe  the  same  faculty  of 
ado|)ting  habits,  it  may  be,  the  most 
contrar  y to  nature.  I'he  use  of  to- 
bat  eo  and  spirituous  liquors  is  so  fa- 
miliar as  sea  cely  to  excite  attemion  ; 
bill  what  shah  we  say  of  opium,  and 
other  poisons,  which  we  know  njay 
gradually  be  increased  to  quantities, 
which  would  presently  be  fatal  to  per- 
sons unaccustomed  to  their  use  ? 1 he 
very  organs  of  sensation  partake  of 
the  same  disposition,  so  that  the  roar 
of  cannon  is  not  more  distressing  to 
one  ear,  than  the  want  of  noise  in  a 
calm  and  still  night  is  to  another.  It 
is  remarkable  too  with  what  acuteness 
one  sense  can  supply  the  place  of  an- 
other ; which  shows  at  least  to  what 
an  increased  degree  of  perfection  they 
are  capable  of  attaining.  The  same 
thing  is,  perhaps,  yet  more  conspicu- 
ous in  the  obliteration  of  certain  parts 
of  the  body  itself,  as  in  the  operation 

for 
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for  the  aneurysm,  after  which  the  blood 
finds  new  channels  opening  for  its 
conveyance,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
wanted. 

Many  other  examples  might  be 
produced;  but,  it  is  apprehended,  these 
hints  are  quite  sufficient  .to  awaken  a 
recollection  of  the  very  great  altera- 
tions which  every  living  body  is  en- 
abled to  undergo ; and  I conceive  it 
is  no  extravagant  idea  to  extend  to 
the  brain  the  same  principle  of  self- 
preservation,  which  is  certainly  pos- 
sessed by  so  many  parts  of  the  body 
more  within  our  observation. 

It  is  uncertain  how  far  this  gentle- 
man’s deafness  ought  to  be  attributed 
to  the  altered  condition  of  the  brain. 
The  supposition  appears  to  be  suffi- 
ciently probable  ; and  if  it  be  just,  it 
furnishes  an  argument  for  believing 
that  the  disorder  had  been  many  years 
forming.  I witnessed  the  deafness  for 
ten  years,  and  I know  not  how  much 
longer  it  may  have  existed. 
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The  brain,  from  its  situation,  is  not 
to  be  got  at  without  considerable 
trouble,  and  coosulerable  deformity  to 
the  corpse.  It  is  therefore  not  often 
made  the  subject  of  examination,  un- 
less the  symptoms  preceding  death 
have  rendered  it  probable  that  some- 
thing more  than  ordinary  will  be 
found.  Hence,  accumulations,  of  the 
kind  that  I have  described,  may  very 
well  be  supposed  to  exist,  in  many 
subjects,  Avhere  they  are  never  disco- 
vered. 

7die  case  I have  related  is  not  the 
only  one  upon  record.  Upon  turning 
to  Morgagni,  I find  one  very  similar, 
which,  being  short,  I shall  take  the 
liberty  to  transcribe.  It  is  probable, 
that  a more  diligent  search  would 
have  furnished  me  with  others  of  the 
same  kind. 

“ Senex  prope  annos  octoginta  na- 
tus,  olim,  quod  cicatrices  ostende- 
bant,  tibiarum  ulceribus,  nunc  foedis 
in  cute  fere  universa  pustulis,  affectus, 

in 
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in  Bononiense  S.  Marise  de  Morte 
nosocomium  sab  noctis  initium  reci- 
pitur.  Arteriarom  pulsus  non  fre- 
quentes  quidem  illi  erant,  sed  vi  pa- 
rum  firma,  eaqiie  insequali,  neque  in 
utroque  brachio  seque  maiiifesta.  Lu- 
cebant  oculi,  intentique  erant,  et  quasi 
diversa  tuentes.  Interrogatus  negat 
caput  dolere,  aut  grave  esse,  aut  som- 
nolentum.  Vomuisse  se  ait,  idque 
lingua,  ut  videtur,  titubante.  Mens 
tamen,  et  sensus,  et  movendi  facultas 
constant.  Noctu  sensim  gravior  fit : 
itaque  moritur  postridie  mane.  Ventre 
aperto  sana  omnia  inventa  sunt,  nisi 
quod  erant  multo  magis,  quam  solent, 
madida  ; liepar  autem  subalbidum  et 
duriusculum,  ej usque  vesicula  referta 
subnigra  bile ; colon  denique  intesti- 
num,  si  id  quoque  hue  censes  atti- 
nere,  ad  crassitudinem  pollicis  sub 
ventriculo  contractum.  llora  erat  a 
morte  undecima,  cadaver  autem  in 
aperto  acre  jacuerat,  eoque  frigido, 
medius  enim  erat  mensis  December 
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A.  1705,  intestina  tameu  adhiic  cale«^ 
bant.  Pulmones  undique  erant  pleu- 
rae aflixi,  a qua,  dum  siiiistro  in  la- 
tere avellerentur,  aqua  prodiit,  quae 
ubi  stagnasset  pro  certo  non  potuit 
cognosci.  In  corde,  ut  alibi  quoque, 
sanguis  iluidus.  Capite  abscisso,  aqua 
de  niaximo  cranii  forainine  destilla- 
bat ; et  sane  ubique  intra  cranium 
fuit,  praesertim  vero  sub  tota  meninge 
tenui,  per  qiiam,  spumosae  salivae  in- 
star, bullulis  videlicet  passim  admis- 
tis,  translucebat.  Plexus  Choroides 
vesiciilas  aliquot  aqua  distentas  ha- 
buere  ; ipsi  tamen  ab  ea  aqua,  quae 
in  ventriculis  inventa  est,  minime 
albicabant.  Cerebrum  laxum  erat : 
Pituitaria  glandula  quasi  nulla 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  sub- 
jects of  both  these  cases  were  old  men. 
The  quantity  of  water,  in  one  case, 
amounted,  as  we  have  seen,  to  twelve 
ounces ; in  the  other  it  does  not  ap- 

* Morgagni,  Ep.  Anat.  4,  33. 
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pear  to  have  been  measured ; but  it 
is  said  to  have  trickled  from  the  base 
of  the  skidl,  and  to  have  been  found 
in  every  part  of  the  brain.  In  both 
cases,  the  interior  membrane  of  the 
brain  was  distended  with  fluid  ; and 
the  plexus  choroides,  in  both,  contain- 
ed vesicles  full  of  water.  Again,  both 
patients  had  been  free  from  pain,  hea- 
viness, drowsiness,  or  any  other  ordi- 
nary effect  of  pressure  on  the  brain  ; 
and  in  both,  the  senses  and  under- 
standing had  been  unimpaired. 
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XIV.  Case  of  Chorea,  m an  aged  Person, 
cured  by  Musk.  By  William  George 
Maton,  M.D.  F.R.  S.  Treasurer  of  the 
Boyal  College  of  Physicians,  Physician  Ex-^ 
traordinary  to  Her  Majesty,  ^'C. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  4th  November,  1814, 


Chorea  has  commonly  been  consi- 
dered as  a disease  of  youth,  and  with- 
out doubt  it  occurs  much  more  fre- 
(juently  before,  than  after  the  period 
of  puberty ; but  the  following  case 
proves  that  advanced  age  is  not  ex- 
emjit  from  it,  and  also  creates  a pro- 
bability, that  it  is  not  so  dependent 
on  a disordered  state  of  the  digestive 
functions,  as  some  authors  have  sup- 
posed. The  efficacy  of  musk,  under 
circumstances  of  nervous  irritation, 
has  been  long  well  known  ; but  I do 
not  recollect  any  instance  on  record, 
of  that  medicine  having  been  success- 
ful in  Chorea,  nor,  much  as  I have 
employed  it  in  practice,  have  I ever 
witnessed  its  producing  more^  imme- 
diate 
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diate  and  decisive  relief^  than  in  the 
case  which  I have  the  honour  of  lay- 
ing  before  the  College. 

Mrs.  B.  a lady,  70  years  of  age, 
and  of  an  infirm,  irritable  habit,  was 
seized,  about  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember last,  with  involuntary  motions 
of  her  limbs  on  the  right  side.  Her 
arm  was  more  particularly  affected, 
and,  whenever  she  attempted  to  con- 
vey any  thing  to  her  mouth,  the 
muscles  of  that  limb  were  thrown  into 
the  most  irregular  actions,  revolting 
against  the  direction  of  the  will.  In 
like  manner,  the  muscles  of  the  face, 
and  about  the  glottis,  were  excited 
into  the  most  unnatural  contortions 
(as  if  the  principle  of  association  and 
sympathy  which  exists  in  their  actions 
during  health  were  entirely  destroyed) 
whenever  articulation  or  deglutition 
was  attempted.  The  convulsive  agi- 
tations were  worst  at  night,  so  that 
the  patient  could  obtain  but  little 
sleep,  in  which  state,  however,  they 

altogether 
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altogether  ceased,  as  was  the  case  al- 
so during  uncertain  intervals  in  the. 
day.  After  the  complaint  had  conti- 
nued two  or  three  weeks,  there  was  a 
general  jactitation  and  restlessness, 
which,  added  to  the  involuntary  move- 
ments of  the  arm  and  head,  rendered 
the  poor  lady’s  situation  as  distressing 
to  others  to  witness,  as  it  was  to  her- 
self to  endure.  At  times,  the  intel- 
lectual functions  lost  their  balance, 
and  there  occurred  a kind  of  childish- 
ness, and  an  almost  maniacal  ob- 
stinacy, which  made  it  difficult  for 
the  attendants  to  fulfil  the  directions 
of  the  physician.  At  first,  the  pulse 
was  but  little  disturbed.  As  the  dis- 
ease advanced,  however,  it  became 
hurried,  and  sometimes  irregular.  The 
tongue  was  covered  Wsth  a brownish 
white  fur,  which  gradually  became 
thicker  and  drier.  The  s^kin  was  usu- 
ally of  the  natural  -temperature,  but 
not  unfiequently  very  cold  on  the  ex- 
tremities, especially  when  the  muscles 

were 
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were  most  quiescent.  Throughout 
the  disease,  there  was  great  sluggish- 
ness  of  the  bowels. 

I could  not  ascertain  by  what  the 
harassing  symptoms  above  detailed^ 
had  been  caused  ; but  as  the  patient 
was  described  to  me  to  be  of  a very 
sensitive  and  fretful  disposition,  and 
especially  as  (when  1 first  saw  her) 
there  seemed  to  be  no  fault  in  the 
state  either  of  the  circulation,  or  of 
the  organs  concerned  in  digestion,  I 
conjectured  the  origin  of  them  to  be 
in  the  mind.  I roust  here  observe 
too,  that,  whenever  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  assist  the  action  of  the  bow- 
els, if  the  purgative  happened  to  pro- 
duce any  considerable  evacuation,  or 
whenever  any  medicine  of  a diaphore- 
tic nature  was  exhibited,  the  patient 
always  became  worse.  Blistering,  al- 
so, not  only  failed  to  produce  benefit, 
but  even  seemed  to  do  harm,  aug- 
menting the  general  irritaticis,  and 
reducing  still  lower  the  very  dimi- 
nished 
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nislied  powers  of  the  constitution. 
Guided  by  these  observations,  and 
after  having  tried  many  of  the  reme- 
dies usually  prescribed  for  the  removal 
of  this  disease^  (though  I must  con- 
fess, from  my  anxiety  to  subdue  a 
state  of  irritation,  which  excited  great 
commiseration,  and  which  1 appre- 
hended would  speedily  exhaust  the 
patient,  I scarcely  gave  those  reme- 
dies a full  trial),  I at  length  had  re- 
course to  musk,  in  the  dose  of  10 
grains  once  in  six  hours.  Spiritus 
ammonice  succinatus,  argenti  nitras, 
tinciura  valeriancE  ammoniata,  castor, 
tinctiira  ferri  miiriatis,  bark,  opium, 
had  all  failed  to  produce  any  marked 
benefit ; but  the  good  effects  of  the 
musk  became  immediately  apparent, 
the  involuntary  tossings  of  the  limbs 
losing  much  of  their  violence,  and 
some  refreshing  sleep  (though  of 
short  duration,)  taking  place  within 
12  hours  after  its  first  exhibition.  In 
St  few  days,  the  patient  could  coerce 

the 
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the  inordinate  actions  of  her  muscles, 
and  she  also  became  generally  more 
tranquil ; she  could  take  food  without 
that  distress  in  swallowing,  which  had 
at  one  time  made  her  almost  abhor 
the  very  sight  of  it ; and  the  pulse 
now  began  to  assume  more  steadiness 
and  strength.  In  short,  she  conti- 
nued to  amend,  in  all  respects,  so 
manifestly,  that  at  the  expiration  of  a 
week,  from  the  day  of  her  having  be- 
gun the  use  of  the  musk,  I ventured 
to  take  my  leave,  not,  however,  with- 
out strongly  urging  the  necessity  of 
persevering  with  that  medicine,  until 
every  vestige  of  the  complaint  was  re- 
moved. But  (as  often  happens)  no 
sooner  had  I discontinued  my  attend- 
ance, than  the  patient  began  to  be 
careless  about  following  my  admoni- 
tions, and  the  disease,  in  consequence, 
became  stationarv,  until  those  admo- 
nitions  were  repeated,  and  more  closely 
obeyed ; after  which  it  again  gave 
VoL.  V.  O way, 
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way,  and,  in  less  than  three  weeks,  it 
was  completely  subdued. 

As  a confirmation  of  the  inferences 
which  I had  drawn,  of  the  efficacy  of 
musk  in  this  case,  I must  not  omit  to 
mention,  that,  at  the  latter  end  of  Ja- 
nuary, (Mrs.  B.  having  been  cured 
before  the  end  of  December,  and  the 
medicine  omitted,)  the  symptoms  of 
Chorea  returned,  but  were  again  con- 
quered by  the  same  means  as  before ; 
and  the  patient,  having  acquired  con- 
fidence in  the  remedy  from  experience 
of  its  virtues,  was  induced  to  persist 
in  the  use  of  it  so  long  after  the  re- 
moval of  every  symptom,  that  she  has 
since  been  exempt  from  the  malady ; 
though  I understand,  that,  when  un- 
der the  influence  of  much  agitation  or 
alarm,  a slight  tendency  to  irregular- 
ity, in  the  actions  of  her  muscles,  still 
manifests  itself. 

August  3lt  1814. 

XV.  A Case 
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XV.  A Case  of  Natural  Small  Pox,  occurring 
several  Years  after  Inoculation  with  Vari- 
olous Matter ; in  consequence  of  the  Pro- 
gress vf  the  inoculated  Pustules  being  inter- 
rupted, By  Mr.  Millington. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  2nd  December,  1814. 

Mr.  L *s  child,  of  Castle  Street, 

Oxford  Market,  was  inoculated  by 
me  with  small  pox  matter ; and  at 
the  same  time,  and  with  the  same 
sort  of  matter,  I inoculated  one  of  his 
lodger’s  children.  At  the  period  of 
four  days,  the  punctures,  two  in  num- 
ber, on  one  arm,  appeared  a little 
raised  and  inflamed,  which  insured 
that  I should  have  the  proper  effect 
produced.  On  the  ninth  day  after 
the  insertion  of  the  matter,  I called  on 
the  child,  and  observed  to  the  parents 
that  the  pustules  on  the  arm  had  been 
interfered  with,  for  they  were  burst : 
they  were  quite  unacquainted  with 
the  cause,  but  supposed  the  child  had 
scratched  the  arm  in  the  night.  I 
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saw  the  child  the  following  day,  and 
inquired  if  she  had  been  ill ; they  did 
not  know  that  she  had  been  so,  but 
were  doubtful.  No  eruption  followed, 
and  the  child  was  not,  as  I informed 
the  parents,  secured  from  future  infec- 
tion from  small  pox.  But  they  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  child  had  the 
disease  satisfactorily,  and  would  not 
consent  to  have  it  re-inoculated.  The 
lodger’s  child,  that  was  inoculated  at 
the  same  time  with  the  aforesaid  child, 
did  not  appear  to  be  affected  by  the 
matter  till  after  the  period  of  16  or 
18  days,  about  which  time  the  inci- 
sions took  on  inflammation,  and  pro- 
duced the  symptomatic  fever,  as  also 
a plentiful  crop  of  eruptions,  that 
continued  about  a week,  and  went 
off  in  the  usual  manner.  Several 
years  after  this  transaction,  the  father 
of  the  child  that  had  been  inoculated, 
and  that  had  not  had  any  eruption  or 
fever,  called  on  me  one  evening  about 
dusk,  and  begged  me  to  go  with  him 

to 
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to  see  his  child,  that  was  at  that  time 
extremely  unwell,  with  fever  and  de- 
lirium. When  I saw  the  child,  I in- 
quired if  she  had  ever  had  the  small 
pox  ; he  smiled,  and  said  I had  ino- 
culated her  some  years  before  with 
the  small  pox.  I then  recollected  the 
circumstance,  and  gave  it  as  my  opi- 
nion, that  the  eruptions  that  were  then 
coming  out  were  small  pox.  The 
next  day  it  was  put  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  child  had  a heavy  crop  of  pus- 
tules, and  suffered  considerably  dur- 
ing the  disease,  but  recovered  very 
well. 
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XVI.  Some  Cases,  illustrative  of  the  Pathology 
of  the  Brain.  By  Richard  Powell, 
M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  2nd  December,  1814. 

The  pathology  of  the  brain  and  ner- 
vous system  appears  even  at  present 
to  be  more  defective,  than  other 
branches  of  medical  science;  and  most 
practitioners  must  have  felt  cause  to 
lament  their  previous  uncertainty,  with 
respect  to  the  altered  condition  of 
these  parts,  when  the  real  nature  of 
the  diseases  has  been  ascertained  by 
anatomical  investigation.  If  we  fur- 
ther compare  the  actual  symptoms  of 
various  affections  of  the  brain,  with 
those  by  which  they  are  characterized 
in  systems  of  nosology,  we  may,  per- 
haps, be  led  to  wish  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  new  modelled.  Im 
flammation  of  its  membranes,  for  ex- 
ample, is  by  no  means  unfrequent, 
whilst  we  rarely  find  jt  accompanied 
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I>y  the  symptoms,  which  should  de- 
signate phrenitis,  for  as  far  as  my 
opportunities  of  observation  have  gone, 
they  have  been  referable  rather  to  op- 
pression of  nervous  power,  than  to  in- 
creased activity  of  the  circulating  sys- 
tem. On  the  other  hand,  patients 
have  often  been  destroyed  under  symp- 
toms of  disease  of  the  brain,  and  yet 
that  altered  structure  of  the  parts, 
which  may  have  been  strongly  infer- 
red from  the  symptoms,  has  not  been 
found  to  exist. 

It  is  by  the  accumulation  of 
facts,  and  by  the  connexion  of  symp- 
toms with  organic  alteration  of  struc- 
ture, that  we  can  best  attempt  to  pro- 
mote our  knowledge  of  this  class  of 
diseases,  notwithstanding  there  may 
be,  and  probably  will  for  ever  remain 
a vast  number  of  important  cases,  for 
the  explanation  of  which^  morbid  ana- 
tomy will  be  found  wholly  insufficient. 
In  a former  Paper,  I endeavoured  to 
point  out  this^  insufficiency,  in  one 

variety 


^00  MEDICAL 

variety  of  paralytic  affection;  in  the 
present,  I intend  to  record  some  cases 
which  have  fallen  under  mv  own  ob- 
servation,  and  which  were  unfortunate 
in  their  termination,  for  the  purpose 
of  connecting  the  morbid  appearances, 
or  the  absence  of  them,  with  the  symp- 
toms which  existed  during  the  life  of 
the  patient.  Although  neither  the 
dissections  nor  their  histories  may  be 
new,  nevertheless  I should  hope  that 
the  combination  of  them  may  offer 
some  points  deserving  the  attention  of 
the  College.  Still,  I am  fully  aware 
of  their  deficiencies,  both  as  to  the 
histories  of  symptoms,  and  the  ana- 
tomical detail  of  appearances.  With 
respect  to  the  former  of  these,  I be- 
lieve that  most  practitioners,  who  note 
down  the  circumstances  of  disease, 
must,  like  me,  when  they  have  after- 
wards attempted  to  revise  and  to  col- 
late their  observations,  have  found  in 
how  many  points  their  notes  were  im- 
perfect, and  have  regretted  the  many 
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illustrative  particulars  which  have  been 
overlooked  at  the  moment,  and  can- 
not afterwards  be  recovered.  As  to 
the  latter,  a confident  hope  may  be 
expressed  that  the  cases  of  diseased 
brain,  which  shall  hereafter  be  re- 
corded, will  be  more  minute  in  their 
detail,  and  more  precise  in  their  de- 
scriptions of  local  situation,  and  that 
the  dissections  recently  introduced  in- 
to this  country,  by  Dr.  Spurzheim, 
of  Vienna,  will  not  only  improve  our 
anatomical  knowledge,  but  ultimately 
lead  also  to  great  improvements  in  the 
pathology  of  this  most  important  or- 
gan. 


CASE  L 

A young  lady,  aged  17,  had,  on 
February  28,  attended  the  service 
of  the  church,  and  afterwards  walk- 
ed in  Hyde  Park,  in  the  appa- 
rent enjoyment  of  her  usual  health 
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and  spirits.  In  the  evening,  she  felt 
herself  unwell,  and  complained  of  ge- 
neral soreness,  as  from  severe  cold. 
Through  the  following  day,  March  1,. 
she  was  observed  to  be  very  heavy, 
and  much  disposed  to  sleep,  and 
when  I first  saw  her,  about  the  middle 
of  the  3d,  she  had  lain  from  the  pre- 
ceding morning,  in  a state  of  perfect 
stupor  and  insensibility,  interrupted 
only  by  occasional  attacks  of  strong 
and  general  muscular  convulsions. 
Such  a fit  took  place  during  my  visit. 
She  could  not  be  roused  to  sensibility^ 
and  the  convulsive  motions  appeared 
to  be  equally  strong  on  each  side  of 
the  body ; the  pupils  were  much  di- 
lated, and  only  very  slightly  influ- 
enced by  any  application  of  sfrong 
light,  which  she  seemed,  nevertheless, 
to  avoid,  closing  her  eye-lids  by  a sort 
of  voluntary  effort,  as  if  it  were  offen- 
sive ; and  when  a liquid  was  held  in 
her  mouth,  for  some  time,  it  produced 
an  effort,  by  which  a small  portion  of 
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it  passed  into  the  stomach.  The  ge»* 
neral  character  of  her  countenance 
was  stern  and  contracted.  Leeches 
and  blisters  had  been  applied,  and 
motions  had  been  obtained,  but  she 
passed  them  without  consciousness. 
She  was  stated  not  to  have  been  re- 
gular in  menstruation  for  some  time 
before,  and  to  have  recently  used  va- 
rious lotions  for  the  purpose  of  repel- 
ling a sliglit  eruption  upon  her  hands. 
I directed  the  application  of  a cold 
wash,  with  vinegar,  to  her  head,  and 
of  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  and  that,  if 
possible,,  a solution  of  sulphate  of 
zinc  should  be  given,  so  as  to  produce 
vomiting.  She  seemed  to  feel  nausea, 
and  to  heave  a little  from  what  was 
swallowed,  but  vomiting  did  not  take 
place.  It  was  thought  in  the  even- 
ing, that  she  had  given  signs  of  in- 
creased irritability  and  consciousness,, 
particularly  by  the  manner  in  which 
she  rejected  what  was  put  into  her 
mouth,  which  seemed  to  depend  upon 

voluntary 
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voluntary  effort,  and  her  convulsions 
had  also  been  less  frequent.  Towards 
morning,  however,  the  convulsive  at- 
tacks became  more  violent,  and  al- 
most constant,  and  she  appeared  to 
suffer  considerable  pain;  it  was  thought 
that  the  signs  of  this  were  more  evi- 
dent, when  the  abdomen  was  pressed 
upon,  yet  her  bowels  had  been  fully 
evacuated  on  the  preceding  day.  The 
pupils  were  largely  dilated,  and  wholly 
insensible,  the  skin  was  losing  its 
temperature,  the  pulse  became  small, 
and  countless,  and  she  died  in  the 
afternoon.  The  brain  was,  on  the 
following  day,  most  minutely  and  ac- 
curately examined  by  Mr.  Young,  and 
no  appearance  of  disease  whatever,  no 
alteration  of  structure  was  discover- 
, able,  nor  was  there  any  thing  wrong  in 
the  abdominal  viscera. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

The  servant  of  a gentleman,  in  mj 
neighbourhood,  had  attended  his  mas- 
ter, on  horseback,  and  returned  home 
to  dine  as  usual.  It  was  afterwards 
recollected,  that  he  had  complained 
of  some  slight  headache  before  break- 
fast, but  not  at  any  subsequent  period 
of  the  day.  He  conversed  throughout 
the  evening,  with  an  old  female  ser- 
vant, in  his  ordinary  manner,  and 
whilst  he  was  occupied  in  writing  out 
some  accounts,  he  dropped  suddenly 
from  his  chair,  and  expired  without  a 
single  groan,  or  apparent  struggle  of 
any  kind. 

I was  not  present  when  the  head 
was  examined  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, but  I understood  that  a consider- 
able quantity  of  blood  was  found  to 
have  been  effused  into  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain. 
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CASE  IIL 

A gentleman  brought  his  son,  aged 
8,  from  a school  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  on  account  of  an 
attack  of  headache,  which  he  had 
suffered  in  the  preceding  evening,  and 
a sort  of  convulsive  fit,’  which  he  was 
stated  to  have  had  in  the  course  of 
the  night.  It  appeared  tolerably  cer- 
tain, that  he  had  received  no  injury, 
and  his  illness  was  not  thought  to  be 
of  any  great  importance.  On  his 
road  home,  he  was  attacked  in  the 
carriage  by  convulsions,  which  were 
followed  by  stupor.  He  arrived  about 
three,  p.  m.  and  I saw  him  at  four. 
The  livid  look  about  his  countenance, 
the  foaming  mouth,  the  general  in- 
sensibility and  occasional  violent  con- 
vulsions, and  the  oppressed  irregular- 
ity of  the  pulse,  indicated  the  existence 
of  such  a degree  of  pressure  upon  the 
brain,  as  seemed  very  unlikely  to  yield 
to  any  mode  of  treatment.  The  tem- 
poral 


TRANSACTIONS.  207 

poral  artery  was  opened  with  little  ef- 
fect, and  motions  were  obtained,  but 
he  died  about  eight  o’clock. 

The  surgeon,  who  examined  the 
head,  stated  that ; The  brain  itself 
appeared  unusually  large,  and  the 
vessels  of  the  dura  and  pia  mater  were 
enormously  loaded  with  blood ; an 
accumulation  of  aqueous  fluid  had 
also  taken  place  between  the  mem- 
branes ; about  two  fluidounces  of 
water,  slightly  tinged  with  blood,  were 
found  within  the  two  lateral  ventricles, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  plexus  choroides 
seemed  to  have  given  way  and  pro- 
duced this  tint ; the  thoracic  and 
abdominal  viscera  were  all  perfectly 
healthy,  and  the  intestines  contained 
very  little  feculent  matter. 


CASE.  IV, 

A gentleman  became  suddenly  in- 
sane, after  an  attack  of  severe  diar- 
rhoea, of  some  standing.  His  ima- 
gination 
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gination  was  more  than  commonly 
active,  and  his  ideas  were  exceedingly 
elevated ; but  though  his  premises 
were  false,  his  conduct  and  inferences 
founded  upon  them  were  sufficiently 
correct.  He  was  very  impatient  of 
restraint,  and  often  started  out  into 
fits  of  greater  violence.  I lost  sight 
of  him  for  about  two  years,  which  he 
had  passed  in  confinement,  and  under 
the  treatment  of  physicians  of  the 
highest  and  best  practical  experience. 
When  I next  saw  him,  he  had  sunk 
into  a state  of  fatuity,  and  passed 
both  his  urine  and  stools  involuntarily. 
He  had  no  partial  loss  of  power,  and 
no  other  sign  of  paralytic  affection ; 
but  at  uncertain  intervals,  he  was 
seized  by  convulsive  fits,  under  which 
the  left  half  of  the  body  suffered  more 
considerably  than  the  right,  and  at 
last,  under  a very  severe  attack  of  the 
same  sort,  he  died. 

When  the  head  was  examined,  an 
adventitious  membrane  was  found  un- 
der 
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der  the  dura  mater,  which  extended 
over  the  right  hemisphere  of  the  brain, 
and  upon  the  falx  of  the  same  side, 
and  reached  the  base  of  the  skull.  It 
was  somewhat  adherent  to  the  dura 
mater,  but  very  easily  separated  from 
it,  and  from  the  arachnoid  coat  be- 
neath. It  was  highly  vascular,  of 
iirm  texture,  and  of  about  the  thickness 
of  three  sheets  of  wa'iting  paper,  but 
in  proportion  as  it  reached  the  basis 
of  the  brain,  it  became  thinner,  and 
was  lost.  The  arachnoid  coat  itsell^ 
of  the  same  side,  was  more  vascular 
and  thicker  than  natural,  and  under 
it  a quantity  of  gelatinous  fluid  was 
collected.  The  membranes  which  co- 
vered the  opposite  hemisphere  were 
more  vascular  than  natural,  but  there 
was  no  similar  appearance,  on  that 
side,  of  an  adventitious  membrane. 
The  ventricles  contained  about  two 
fliiidounces  of  aqueous  fluid. 

Voi.  V.  P 
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CASE  K 


A young  gentleman,  aged  16,  ap- 
plied to  me,  on  the  9tli  of  November, 
on  account  of  an  eruption,  with  an 
acrid  discharge,  behind  the  right  ear. 
I understood  that  he  had  become  deaf 
five  years  before,  after  scarlatina,  but 
that  no  discharge  had,  at  that  time, 
taken  place  from  the  ear ; and  that, 
in  the  following  year,  after  measles, 
an  abscess  had  formed  in  the  right 
ear,  with  considerable  pain,  and  had 
burst.  When  I next  saw  him,  on  the 
17th  of  November,  I learned  that  he 
had  suffered  a sudden  attack,  of  very 
severe  pain,  in  the  same  ear,  on  the 
14th,  which  had  wholly  disturbed  his 
rest ; and,  as  he  stated,  resembled 
very  closely  that  which  he  had  before 


undergone  when  the  abscess  formed 
in  it.  There  was  an  appearance  of 
pus  in  the  bottom  of  the  ear,  some  of 
which,  when  wiped  away,  was  yel- 
lowish, uniform,  and  not  offensive  to 
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the  smell.  The  pulse  was  60,  firm 
and  equable  ; the  tongue  was  white 
and  coated,  but  the  bowels  were  regu- 
lar in  their  action,  and  the  stools  na- 
tural. On  account  of  the  intensity  of 
the  pain,  twenty-five  drops  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  opium  were  given  at  night,  by 
which  he  was  entirely  relieved  as  long 
as  its  influence  lasted,  but  as  this  wore 
away,  the  pain  again  increased  with 
great  violence,  and  the  night  of  the 
19th  Avas  a very  restless  and  disturbed 
one.  The  external  inflammation  and 
discharge  had  diminished,  but  not 
wholly  subsided  ; and  within  the  ear 
there  appeared  to  be  a projecting  tu- 
mour, confining  some  pus  beyond  it, 
but  still  there  was  a considerable  por- 
tion of  pus  collected  upon  a poultice, 
which  had  been  applied  over  the  ear, 
and  this  was  also  more  offensive  than 
it  had  before  been.  Eight  drops  of 
the  tincture  of  opium  were  given  every 
six  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  a uniform  effect,  and  he  expressed 
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inucli  satisfaction  at  the  relief  he  re- 
ceived from  it ; stating,  that  though 
the  pain  was  still  severe,  it  was  ren- 
dered bearable  by  the  medicine.  He 
distinctly  described  it  as  existing 
within  the  ear  without  spreading  to 
the  adjacent  parts.  The  pupils  of 
the  eyes  were  equally  and  fully  sen- 
sible to  light,  which  was  not  in  the 
least  offensive,  and  his  mind  and 
senses  were  natural  and  perfect.  His 
tongue  had  cleaned,  his  pulse  con- 
tinued at  60,  firm,  and  regular;  and 
I also  noticed  a marked  pulsation  in 
his  neck  ; a symptom  to  which  I 
am  especially  attentive,  on  account  of 
its  uniform  and  almost  characteris- 
tic connexion  with  some  diseases  of 
the  heart.  On  the  2 2d  the  opiate 
was  omitted,  but  on  the  23d  it  was 
necessarily  repeated,  on  account  of  the 
violence  of  the  pain,  which  was  again, 
considerably  checked  by  its  use^ 
though  his  sufferings  continued  to  be 
very  great.  Inhere  was  nothing  like 

delirium 
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delirium  or  coma  ; he  dozed,  indeed, 
a great  deal,  but  he  was  easily  rous- 
ed, and  answered  questions  distinctly 
and  correctly,  and  appeared  to  pos- 
sess his  perfect  senses  in  every  respect. 
He  turned  voluntarily  from  his  right 
to  his  left  side  in  bed,  for  the  purpose 
of  directing  the  light  into  his  ear,  that 
I might  examine  it.  When  I did  so, 
I saw  some  thick  pus,  but  not  much 
in  quantity,  lodged  in  the  bottom  of 
the  ear,  and  both  this  portion,  and 
that  which  had  collected  on  the  poul- 
tice, had  an  earthy  and  offensive 
smell,  which  led  to  a suspicion,  that 
the  bone  might  be  affected.  The 
skin  was  warm,  moist,  and  natural ; 
the  pulse  72,  and  firm,  and  the  ex- 
cretions sufficient  and  healthy.  In 
the  course  of  the  same  nigh^  the  pain 
increased  to  a most  violent  degree, 
his  powers  sank  rapidly,  and  he  died 
about  six  in  the  morning. 

When  the  head  was  examined,  the 
structure  of  the  dura  mater  was 
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healthy  and  natural,  but  beneath  this 
membrane,  the  whole  superior  sur- 
face of  the  right  hemisphere  was  cover- 
ed with  a layer  of  coagulable  lymph 
and  pus,  a considerable  quantity  of 
which  was  also  collected  between  the 
posterior  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  and  the 
tentorium.  The  whole  quantity  col- 
lected, as  well  as  it  could  be,  by  a 
sponge,  exceeded  three  fluidounces. 
The  vessels  of  the  substance  of  the 
brain  were  not  more  numerous  or 
loaded  than  usual,  and  the  brain  itself 
was  healthy  in  every  part.  In  the 
base  of  the  skull,  the  dura  mater  ad- 
hered to  the  bone,  except  in  one  part, 
of  about  half  an  inch  diameter,  just 
over  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tem- 
poral bone,  where  it  was  black  and 
sloughy ; the  subjacent  portion  of  the 
bone  itself  was  carious,  black,  and 
crumbling,  and  contained  fetid  pus. 
The  auditory  nerve  looked  healthy. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

J.  M.  aged  70,  was  admitted  un- 
der my  care  into  St.  Bartholomew’s 
H ospital,  September  1,  1814,  la- 
bouring under  a constant  general 
convulsive  affection  of  the  left  side, 
which  had  attacked  him  suddenly 
about  a fortnight  before,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  time  of  his  admis- 
sion. At  first,  however,  it  was  much 
slighter  in  its  degree,  but  it  had 
grown  gradually  more  violent,  and 
then  seemed  to  constitute  a very  se- 
vere case  of  hemiplegic  chorea.  The 
right  side  of  the  body  also,  though 
not  convulsed,  was  much  weaker  than 
it  ought,  and  he  stated  that  it  had 
constantly  been  so  for  34  years,  in 
consequence  of  a typhous  fever.  His 
general  health  was  in  other  respects 
good,  and  his  intellectual  powers  were 
free  and  perfect.  After  the  exhibition 
of  a purgative  medicine,  the  nitrate 
of  silver  was  directed  in  doses  of  one 

grain, 
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grain,  and  in  the  form  of  pill,  every 
four  hours,  and  at  the  end  of  a week 
was  increased  to  two  grains.  Within 
the  following  week,  he  had  acquired 
a greater  command  over  the  aftected 
side,  and  expressed  himself  as  mend- 
ing very  fast.  He  slept  sufficiently, 
and  during  sleep  was  wholly  free  from 
the  convulsive  motions ; his  bowels 
were  regular  in  their  action,  and  his 
motions  were  figured  and  natural. 
The  dose  of  the  medicine  was  then 
further  increased  to  three  grains  every 
Tour  hours,  and  as  on  the  following 
<lay  he  complained  of  flatulence,  which 
he  ascribed  to  its  effects,  the  infu- 
sion of  quassia  and  tincture  of  ginger 
were  given  at  the  same  time.  He 
seemed  to  be  considerably  improved 
on  the  21st,  but  on  the  22d,  without 
the  operation  of  any  ostensible  cause, 
he  was  suddenly  seized  with  hemiple- 
gia of  the  left  side,  with  loss  of  power 
of  speech,  and  stertorous  breathing;  and 
his  pulse  became  preternatiirally  slow, 

full 
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fall,  and  hard.  After  this  attack,  the 
right  hand  and  arm  became  constantly 
and  tremulously  convulsed,  but  much 
more  weakly  so  than  the  left  had 
been.  , Large  and  repeated  loss  of 
blood,  from  the  arm,  produced  much 
temporary  benefit,  and  after  it,  on 
the  24th,  he  articulated  distinctly, 
and  was  able  to  answer  questions 
I with  a clear  comprehension  of  their 
import,  and  his  pulse  became  soft  and 
natural,  and  rose  to  84,  After  this 
f time,  he  became  gradually  more  and 
more  comatose ; he  did  not  express 
his  sensations  of  wanting  food,  but 
took  any  nourishment  which  was  of- 
fered him  freely,  and  even  ravenously. 
From  October  the  1st,  he  passed  his 
stools  and  urine  involuntarily,  his 
senses  and  general  powers  failed  him, 
and  after  having  lain  for  some  days 
in  a state  of  complete  insensibility, 
he  died  on  the  18th. 

Mr.  Stanley  examined  the  head  on 
the  following  morning.  There  was 

general 
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general  opacity  of  the  tunica  arach- 
noidea  and  pia  mater,  and  a very 
considerable  effusion  of  aqueous  fluid 
into  the  cellular  texture  of  the  latter. 
The  ventricles  were  distended  also  by 
a transparent  aqueous  fluid,  amount- 
ing, in  quantity,  at  least  to  three  fluid- 
ounces,  and  there  was  a similar  col- 
lection between  the  membranes  at  the 
base  of  the  brain,  so  that  the  aggre- 
gate amounted  to  about  half  a pint. 
In  the  fore  part  of  the  anterior  lobe 
of  each  hemisphere,  a destruction  of 
the  substance  of  the  brain  had  taken 
place,  apparently  from  ulceration,  for 
the  surface  of  the  diseased  part  pre- 
sented an  irregular  excavated  appear- 
ance, with  a^  thin  layer  of  curdled 
matter  deposited  on  it.  This  diseased 
appearance  occupied  a space  in  the 
right  hemisphere  of  about  two  inches 
in  breadth,  and  as  much  in  length, 
but  in  the  left  hemisphere  it  was  less 
extensive. 


CASE 
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A.  P.  aged  23,  was  under  my 
care,  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital, 
for  27  days  before  her  dissolution, 
which  took  place  January  31,  1810. 
It  appeared  that  her  illness  had  com- 
menced about  three  months  before,  at 
the  time  of  menstruation,  in  conse- 
quence of  a violent  cold,  and  that  the 
discharge  had  not  again  taken  place. 
Since  that  period  she  had  suffered 
frequent  hysterical  fits,  with  much 
flatulence  and  rising  in  the  throat; 
but  at  the  time  of  her  admission,  her 
complaint  was  wholly  referred  to  the 
head,  where  she  complained  of  exces- 
sive pain.  It  seemed  however  to  vary 
considerably  in  its  violence  ; at  some 
times  it  was  insupportable,  and  at 
others  was  described  rather  to  be  a 
dull  and  heavy  weight,  than  actual 
pain.  Her  sight  was  imperfect  and 
misty.  Her  eyes  were  full  and  start- 


ing, and  their  pupils  dilated  and  in- 
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dolent,  but  they  contracted  when  a 
strong  light  was  applied.  The  re- 
peated application  of  leeches,  with 
blisters,  and  the  frequent  use  of  pur- 
gative medicines,  produced  a tempo- 
rary alleviation  of  her  suiferings.  In 
the  night  of  the  12th  of  January,  she 
was  attacked,  without  any  previous 
notice,  with  a sort  of  fit,  under  which 
she  was  described  to  have  been  totally 
insensible  for  about  an  hour,  whilst 
her  head  and  neck  were  drawn  back- 
wards, and  rendered  stiff  and  immove- 
able. Her  speech  was  wholly  lost  on 
the  following  morning,  but  in  the 
course  of  the  two  follow  ing  days,  she 
gradually  acquired  the  power  of  ex- 
pressing herself,  and  still  complained 
of  violent  pain  in  the  head.  Her 
sight  became  less  and  less  perfect ; 
the  pupils,  which  at  first  had  been 
dilated  and  indolent,  ceased  to  be  at 
all  affected  by  light ; their  loss  of  sus- 
ceptibility however  was  not  uniform, 
for  they  seemed  to  vary  in  this  respect 

from 
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from  day  to  day  ; but  after  the  20th, 
all  power  of  vision  was  entirely  gone. 
She  passed  her  nights  throughout 
with  a diminution,  rather  than  in- 
crease of  inconvenience,  and  slept  mo- 
derately well.  The  powers  of  her 
mind  were  not  at  any  time  disturbed 
or  impaired  by  her  disease.  The 
pulse  was  always  weak,  small,  and 
slow,  and  was  sometimes  as  low  in 
number  as$  54.  The  tongue  was 
usually  furred  and  dry,  and  she 
had  some  attacks  of  nausea  and 
vomiting,  but  they  were  only  slight ; 
she  always  felt  disposed  to  take  her 
food,  and  her  bowels,  though  costive 
if  unattended  to,  were  nevertheless 
easily  regulated  by  mild  opening  medi- 
cines. On  the  19th,  she  had  another 
attack  of  fit,  which  began  with  a cold 
shivering,  after  which  she  sank  into 
a state  of  complete  insensibility,  and 
suffered  no  convulsive  motion  of  the 
limbs  during  it.  From  this  attack 
she  never  recovered  her  powers  to  any 

degree, 
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degree,  and  after  the  22d  she  fell 
into  a state  of  permanent  stupor, 
from  which,  for  the  two  next  days, 
she  could  be  roused  so  as  to  answer 
questions  without  any  difficulty,  and 
at  such  times  she  always  complained 
of  the  violence  of  the  pain  in  her 
head.  Her  strength  gradually  dimi- 
nished until  her  death  on  the  31st. 

On  examining  the  head,  all  the 
membranes  appeared  to  be  much 
more  loaded  with  blood  than  natural. 
The  convolutions  of  the  brain  were 
rather  flattened,  and  in  three  places 
upon  the  surface  of  the  right  hemi- 
sphere, there  were  hardened  spots  of 
about  an  inch  diameter.  These  con- 
stituted a part  of  the  same  number  of 
considerable  tubercles  which  extended 
into  the  medullary  substance  of  the 
brain.  One  other  tubercle  was  also 
more  deeply  and  wholly  embedded  in 
the  medullary  substance  of  the  cere- 
brum. There  was  one  similar  spot 
upon  the  left  hemisphere,  but  it  was 
^ not 
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not  so  large,  nor  did  it  extend  so 
deeply.  On  pressing  down  the  brain 
with  an  equal  force,  it  was  evident 
that  the  right  hemisphere  was  larger 
than  the  left,  and  must  have  en- 
croached upon  it  considerably,  and 
moved  it  from  its  usual  station.  1 he 
ventricles  contained  more  aqueous 
fluid  than  natural.  The  cerebellum 

and  tuberculuin  annulare  exhibited 

❖ 

only  those  appearances  which  belong 
to  their  usual  structure. 


CASE  VIII. 

For  the  detail  of  the  following  case 
I am  obliged  to  Dr.  Warren,  from 
whose  notes  it  is  furnished : I at- 

tended the  subject  of  it  occasionally, 
in  consultation  with  him,  during  the 
last  three  weeks  of  his  life. 

Mr.  L.  was  by  birth  a Peruvian, 
and  had  served  several  years  in  the 

Spanish 
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Spanish  army  in  Europe.  During 
the  latter  part  of  his  time  he  had 
been  actively  employed,  and  suffered 
great  anxiety  of  mind  from  various 
causes.  About  two  years  before  his 
death,  he  was  attacked  by  very  severe 
pains  in  his  head,  for  which  no  per- 
manent relief  was  obtained,  but  by 
degrees  they  subsided,  leaving  behind 
them  a constant  sensation  of  tightness 
across  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  and 
a feeling  of  want  of  room  within  the 
skull.  Nearly  six  or  eight  months 
after  the  first  attack,  white  sitting  in 
one  of  the  theatres  at  Paris,  he  was 
sensible  of  a sudden  diminution  of 
the  sight  of  the  right  eye,  and  this 
defect  increased  until  the  power  of 
vision  on  that  side  was  completely 
lost.  The  sight  of  the  left  eye  then 
became  impaired  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  as  the  aftection  of  this  eye 
advanced,  the  other  recovered  a small 
power  of  vision,  but  in  the  progress 
of  the  disorder  he  became  completely 

blind. 
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blind.  In  this  stale,  among  other 
remedies,  emetics  were  used,  and  the 
effect  of  them  was  remarkable.  In 
the  act  of  vomiting,  the  • power  of 
vision  was  suddenly  restored  to  the 
right  eye,  with  a sensation  as  if  a 
flash  of  lightning  had  taken  place, 
but  it  remained  only  for  the  short 
space  of  an  hour,  the  clear  vision 
gradually  subsiding  to  a glimmering 
of  light,  and  at  last  becoming  ex- 
tinguished. In  this  state  of  blind- 
ness he  remained  more  than  twelve 
months,  when  he  applied  to  Dr.  W ar- 
ren  for  the  relief  of  some  stomach 
complaints.  The  pupils  were  at  this 
time  dilated  to  their  utmost  extent, 
and  the  eyes  were  totally  insensible 
to  light.  He  had  been  for  some  time 
under  the  care  of  an  eminent  ocu- 
list, on  account  of  the  amaurosis. 
The  complaints,  for  which  he  required 
medical  assistance,  were  weakness  of 
digestion,  uneasiness  in  the  epigas- 
tric region,  want  of  appetite,  and 
VoL.  V.  Q fre- 
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frequent  disposition  to  vomit.  The 
bowels  were  inactive,  but  not  very 
costive  ; urine  was  passed  in  consider- 
able quantities ; the  pulse  was  free 
and  natural ; the  tongue  of  a pale 
colour.  At  this  time  he  did  not  com- 
plain of  pain  in  his  head,  but  of  the 
tightness  of  the  forehead  and  upper 
part  of  the  skull,  before  related.  He 
was  sluggish  and  indolent,  but  his 
intellects  were  clear,  his  mind  vigor- 
ous, and  actively  engaged  in  the  poli- 
tics of  his  native  country.  A partial 
relief  of  his  stomach  complaints  was 
obtained  by  medicine,  but  the  dispo- 
sition to  vomit  continued,  and  by  de- 
grees he  became  weaker  and  very 
costive.  His  sight  having  been  tem- 
porarily recovered  in  Paris  by  the  use 
of  emetics,  it  was  advised  that  they 
should  be  tried  again.  After  the  use 
of  the  second  emetic,  the  pupils  of  the 
eyes  recovered  the  power  of  dilating 
and  contracting  on  exposure  to  light, 
and  preserved  it  till  death,  but  the 

power 
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power  of  vision  was  not  restored. 
Two  days  afterwards  he  was  threat- 
ened  with  a ht  of  apoplexy,  from 
which  state  he  was  relieved  by  cup- 
ping, and  the  application  of  a blister. 
His  strength  declined  rapidly  after  this 
attack ; he  became  very  sleepy,  he 
next  lost  the  power  of  distinct  articu- 
lation, but  preserved  the  faculties  of 
his  mind,  these  he  retained  till  within 
a few  hours  of  his  death,  with  suffi- 
cient distinctness  to  give  his  assent  or 
dissent  to  any  proposition  that  was 
made  to  him ; but  he  did  not  appear 
capable  of  following  any  continued 
train  of  thought.  During  the  whole 
period  of  his  illness,  the  sense  of  hear- 
ing had  been  very  acute,  and  to  the 
last  day  of  his  life  enabled  him  to 
recognise,  with  great  exactness,  the 
voices  of  persons  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted.  After  death,  the  head 
was  examined  by  Mr.  Brodie.  The 
tunica  arachnoides  was  considerably 
tliickened  where  it  covers  the  upper 

Q 2 part 
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part  of  the  cerebrum.  The  ventricles 
of  the  brain  contained  about  four 
times  the  usual  quantity  of  water, 
with  a small  quantity  of  matter  float- 
ing in  it.  The  ])ituitary  gland,  which 
is  situated  below  the  optic  nerve,  was 
converted  into  a pulpy  structure, 
about  five  or  six  times  the  usual 
bidk  of  the  gland  ; and  the  sella  tur- 
cica, which  contains  it,  had  become 
enlarged  in  the  same  proportion.  To 
the  upper  part  of  the  gland  was  con- 
nected a tumour  of  an  oval  form,  and 
of  the  size  of  a hen’s  egg,  containing 
a thick  purulent  fluid  ; it  was  situated 
under  the  middle  lobe  of  the  cere- 
brum, and  interposed  between  the 
optic  nerves,  which  were  in  conse- 
quence much  separated  from  each 
other.  The  tumour  occupied  the  place 
of  the  infundibulum,  extending  into 
the  third  ventricle,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  pus  in  the 
ventricles  had  passed  through  a. mi- 
nute aperture  in  that  portion  of  the 

tumour. 
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tumour,  which  was  contiguous  to  them, 
although,  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  dissection,  the  opening  could  not 
be  distinctly  demonstrated.  The  fibres 
of  the  optic  nerve  were  seen  expanded, 
and  almost  destroyed,  on  the  side  of 
the  tumour.  The  vessels  of  the  brain 
generally  were  more  turgid  than  usual. 
The  plexus  choroides  contained  some 
small  concretions  of  earthy  matter, 
and  was  somewhat  thickened. 


CASjE  IX. 

I saw,  in  consultation,  on  August 
20,  1814,  a gentleman  aged  29^  who 
first  complained  of  headache,  after 
very  slight  exercise  in  an  exceedingly 
hot  day,  July  28,  but  whose  symp- 
toms had  excited  no  alarm  even  in 
the  mind  of  an  able  and  anxious 
medical  friend,  until  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, when  the  pain  increased,  and 
he  began  to  wander  in  his  n>ind,  with 

much 
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much  unusual  heaviness  and  stupor, 
in  which  state  he  had  since  continued. 
He  was  unable  to  answer,  and  did 
not  seem  to  comprehend  any  ques- 
tions which  were  put  to  him.  He 
tossed  his  head  about  occasionally  as 
if  from  pain,  but  he  expressed  none. 
The  pupils  were  much  dilated,  and 
were  not  affected  by  a strong  light. 
His  articulation  was  very  imperfect 
and  indistinct,  and  not  regulated  by 
any  consciousness  of  what  he  utter- 
ed, but  in  this  respect  his  powers 
were  said  to  vary,  and  sometimes  he 
was  more  active  and  easily  roused. 
He  had  previously  laboured  under 
an  affection  of  a testicle,  which  had 
suppurated  and  returned  to  its  natural 
bulk,  and  certainly  did  not  depend 
upon  any  venereal  cause.  It  was 
recollected  by  his  friends,  that  he 
had  occasionally  laboured  under  at- 
tacks of  headache,  and  that  such  a 
one  came  on  about  three  months  be- 
fore, with  a considerable  throbbing 

sensa- 
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sensation.  The  pulse  was  100,  and 
oppressed.  He  had  been  blistered 
and  purged,  but  leeches  had  not  been 
applied  from  the  experience  of  their 
tendency  to  produce  erysipelas 

Sixteen  doidoimces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  temporal  artery,  and 
10  grains  of  subrauriate  of  mercury 
were  ordered  to  be  given  every  second 
hour,  until  stools  were  obtained.  In 
the  course  of  the  night,  he  passed,  invo- 
luntarily, abundant  fecal  black  stools, 
and  seemed  afterwards  to  be  more 
roused,  and  more  readily  alive  to  ex- 
ternal objects.  The  sufficiency  of  his 
muscular  powers  were  also  evinced  by 
the  way  in  which  he  turned  in  his 
bed,  and  his  pulse  was  120,  more 

I have  not  sufficient  experience  to  affirm  the 
fact,  but  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  variety  of 
leech,  with  an  olive-coloured  uniform  inferior  sur- 
face, which  is  brought  from  Portugal,  and  has  of 
late  been  much  employed  in  this  country,  is  by  its 
bite  more  frequently  productive  of  erysipelas,  than 
the  usual  one,  whose  inferior  surface  is  variegated 
with  black  and  yellow,  and  which  used  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  regular  Himdo  medicinalis. 
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free  and  soft.  His  head  was  next 
blistered,  and  his  speech  and  his  mind 
became  clearer  and  more  collected,  for 
he  comprehended  questions  which  were 
put  to  him,  and  answered  them  short- 
ly but  rationally.  His  sight  also  was 
perfect,  for  he  knew  and  named  some 
of  his  friends  around  him.  He,  put 
forth  his  tongue,  which  was  white  and 
thickly  coated,  and  I was  able  to  ex- 
amine his  mouth,  which  was  covered 
with  thick  aphthae.  Hiccough  be- 
came a most  troublesome  symptom, 
and  followed  every  thing  he  took  into 
his  stomach,  either  as  medicine  or 
nourishment,  and  it  was  with  difii^ 
culty  kept  under  by  small  quantities 
of  tinctura  opii.  From  the  25th  he 
, began  to  sink  rapidly,  though  he  con- 
, tinued  sensible.  His  right  eyelid 
dropped  so  as  half  to  close  the  eye, 
the  pupil  of  which  was  more  dilated 
than  that  of  the  left,  and  was  insen- 
sible to  light,  whilst  the  latter  con- 
tracted. He  did  not  speak,  or  seem 

to 
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to  possess  any  consciousness  on  the 
next  day ; and  on  the  27th,  his 
right  side  had  become  paralytic,  and 
he  died. 

The  head  was  examined  on  the 
following  day.  The  blood-vessels  of 
the  brain  were  very  turgid,  and  the 
ventricles  considerably  enlarged  and 
distended,  by  at  least  four  ffiiidounces 
of  aqueous  fluid.  The  convolutions 
of  the  brain  were  flattened,  and  its 
substance  throughout  was  remarkably 
soft.  There  was  a layer  of  yellow 
substance  covering  the  pons  varolii, 
and  enveloping  the  origin  of  the  op» 
tic  and  other  nerves  ; it  resembled  the 
coagulable  part  of  the  blood,  and 
seemed  to  be  formed  by  an  effusion 
of  it  into  the  cellular  texture  of  the 
pia  mater.  At  the  anterior  part  of  the 
middle  lobe  of  the  brain,  the  pia 
mater  was  much  thickened,  and  con- 
tained a quantity  of  small  white  tu- 
bercles, not  much  exceeding  a large 
pin’s  head  in  bulk,  and  a similar 

kind 
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kind  of  tubercles  was  also  found, 
but  in  smaller  numbers,  over  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  same  membrane, 
particularly  in  its  processes,  which  dip 
between  the  convolutions  of  the  brain. 
These  tubercles  projected  also  from 
the  inner  side  of  the  membrane,  the 
outside  of  which  was  smooth  and  uni- 
form. 


CASE  X. 

I saw  a gentleman,  in  consulta- 
tion, on  October  17,  who  had  then 
suffered  from  violent  pain  in  the  head 
for  about  a fortnight,  during  which 
time  bleeding  and  purging  had  been 
actively  employed,  and  with  consider- 
able temporary  relief.  A recurrence 
of  the  affection  however  had  taken 
place  with  equal  violence,  and  the 
same  means  seemed,  on  repetition,  to 
have  almost  lost  their  effect.  This 
pain  exacerbated  by  paroxysms,  but 

not 
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not  at  any  regular  periods  ; when 
under  tlieir  influence  he  felt  exceed- 
ingly depressed,  but  on  their  abate- 
ment resumed  his  usual  spirits.  The 
pupils  were  sensible  to  light,  and 
vision  was  perfect,  but  under  the  in- 
creased severity  of  the  pain  became 
double  ; and  it  varied  a good  deal  in 
these  respects,  at  different  times,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  disease.  He 
described  himself  also  at  one  time  to 
have  felt  a considerable  degree  of 
muscular  twitching,  and  numbness  on 
the  left  side  of  the  body.  The  pulse 
was  54.  I he  tongue  was  dry  and 
coated,  and  the  bowels  were  torpid  in 
their  action.  Twenty  fluidounces  of 
blood  were  immediately  taken  from 
the  temporal  artery,  which  much  re- 
lieved him  for  a few  hours  ; but  the 
pain  recurred,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  cut  artery  happened  to  burst  open; 
advantage  was  therefore  taken  of  the 
circumstance  to  allow  the  discharge 
of  ten  fluidounces  more.  He  passed 

the 
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the  succeeding  night  without  pain, 
and  slept  well,  and  seemed  much  re- 
freshed io  the  morning.  The  pulse 
was  then  96.  The  tongue  was 
cleaner  and  more  moist ; abundant 
stools  had  been  obtained,  and  he  felt 
a disposition  to  take  food.  Under 
the  apprehension  however  of  disease 
within  the  head,  a perj)etual  blister 
was  directed  to  be  established  upon 
it,  and  one  grain  of  the  submuriate 
of  mercury  to  be  taken  thrice  daily. 
He  went  on  well  until  the  22d,  when 
the  pain  again  attacked  him,  and 
was  again  overcome  by  the  loss  of 
1 8 fluidounces  of  blood  from  the  tem- 
poral artery.  The  exacerbation  was 
in  this  instance  distinct  and  sudden, 
and  it  afterwards  assumed  the  same 
character  of  remission  and  accession 
in  a more  marked  manner.  The 
pulse  again  sank  to  54,  and  the 
bowels  became  more  torpid  and  diffi- 
cultly acted  upon.  In  addition  to  the 
submuriate,  we  judged  it  proper  to 

secure 
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secure  the  full  effect  of  mercury  by 
rubbing  in  a drachm  of  the  ointment 
every  six  hours,  until  an  affection  of 
the  mouth  should  be  produced,  and 
this  did  take  place  on  the  27th.  A 
pill,  containing  four  grains  of  aloe, 
was  also  given  every  six  hours,  by 
which  a full  and  free  action  of  the 
bowels  was  established.  In  the  night 
of  the  23d,  he  had  another  severe  at- 
tack, which  lasted  four  hours  before 
it  began  to  abate;  and  it  v/as  not  en- 
tirely gone  at  the  end  of  five  more, 
when  it  again  exacerbated  in  a very 
considerable,  but  not  quite  so  violent 
a degree,  and  he  then  referred  the 
pain  more  definitely  to  the  back  part 
of  the  head  than  he  had  done  before, 
for  he  had  described  it  as  general,  and 
rather  worse  across  the  forehead.  For 
some  days  following,  the  attacks  were 
less  violent,  but  his  vision  remained 
permanently  double.  The  pulse  con- 
tinued also  pretty  regularly  at  78. 

I was  again  desired  to  see  him 

on 
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on  November  16th,  and  I found  that 
he  had  continued  free  from  any  attack 
from  October  26,  to  the  preceding 
evening,  during  the  greater  part  of  ^ 
which  time  he  had  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury.  On  the  14th,  he 
had  attempted  to  walk  out,  and  felt 
himself  worse  after  the  exertion,  to 
wliich  indeed  he  ascribed  the  present 
recurrence.  The  paroxysm  appeared 
to  have  been  extremely  severe,  but 
circumscribed  in  its  extent,  and  con- 
fined to  the  forehead ; during  it  there 
also  seemed  to  have  been  violent  spas- 
- modic  exertion  of  the  muscles  con- 
nected with  the  head.  He  did  not 
however  describe  it  as  involuntary,  ' 
but  as  a sort  of  effort  from  which  he 
sought  relief.  His  sight  was  distinct ; 
his  mind  and  senses  were  perfect,  and 
his  bowels  acted  regularly,  but  he 
appeared  to  be  much  weakened,  and 
to  have  become  much  more  irritable. 
Ten  grains  of  camphor  were  ordered 
ev^y  six  hours,  and  he  thought  that 

he 
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be  slept  better  on  the  following  night, 
and  that  the  attacks  were  mitigated 
in  their  severity  by  its  use ; this  how- 
ever did  not  continue,  and  on  the 
19th,  the  complaint  seemed  to  have 
assumed  so  much  of  the  character  of 
distinct  paroxysms,  and  the  intervals 
to  have  a greater,  or  rather  it  might 
be  said,  a perfect  freedom  from  com- 
plaint ; that,  although  there  were 
several  of  these  during  the  space  of 
24  hours,  I judged  it  proper  to  try 
the  effect  of  cinchona  in  substance,  and 
given  freely.  During  these  intervals 
the  pulse  was  72,  and  the  bowels 
were  regular  ; under  this  plan  the  at- 
tack^ were  thought  to  be  less  severe, 
but  they  were  not  less  frequent,  and 
they  seemed  also  not  to  consist  of  pain 
alone,  as  at  first,  or  to  excite  volun- 
tary muscular  effort,  as  they  were  be- 
fore described  to  do,  but  to  attack 
suddenly,  and  to  be  accompanied  by 
inuscular  convulsions,  chiefly  of  the 
right  side ; through  these  attacks, 

how- 
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however,  he  also  retained  his  senses. 
Other  modes  of  treatment,  which  were 
afterwards  adopted,  and  among  these 
a seton  in  the  neck,  exerted  very  lit- 
tle influence  over  the  complaint  in  its 
subsequent  progress.  The  paroxysms 
themselves  varied  a good  deal ; they 
were  uncertain  in  their  recurrence  and 
degree,  and  at  some  times  were  mark- 
ed by  pain  alone,  at  others  by  con- 
vulsions of  the  right  side  ; but  upon 
the  whole,  they  were  considered  as 
having  abated  much  of  their  severity. 
He  lay  in  his  bed  on  either  side,  in- 
discriminately, and  was  usually  easi- 
est when  his  head  was  kept  drawn 
backwards.  On  the  26th  he  was  able 
to  sit  up  for  two  hours,  and  he 
did  the  same  on  the  30th,  when  he 
also  expressed  himself  to  be  much 
more  comfortable  in  his  own  feelings; 
but  in  the  same  night,  after  a com- 
paratively slight  convulsion,  he  died. 

The  head  was  examined,  and  the 
following  appearances  were  found: 

A tumour 
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A tumour  occupied  a considerable 
portion  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  right 
hemisphere  of  the  brain.  When  the 
dura  mater  was  removed,  this  tumour 
rose  considerably  higher  than  the  sur- 
rounding parts,  and  it  also  pressed  on 
the  right  ventricle.  The  blood-vessels 
of  that  part  of  the  pia  mater,  which 
lay  over  the  surface  of  the  tumour, 
were  almost  obliterated.  The  medul- 
lary substance  of  the  brain  around 
the  tumour  was  very  soft,  but  the 
tumour  itself,  and  more  especially  a 
central  part,  of  about  the  size  of  a 
hazel  nut,  was  of  very  firm  texture. 
In  the  left  ventricle  there  was  about  a 
table  spoonful  of  water ; the  other 
parts  of  the  brain  were  in  their  na- 
tural state. 


CASE  XL 

T.  H.  aged  30,  on  his  admission 
into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1814,  complained  of  an 
VoL.  V,  R excru- 


excruciating  pain  in  his  head,  which  he 
had  suffered  at  intervals  for  six  weeks, 
but  within  the  last  few  days  it  had 
become  almost  constant.  He  stated, 
that  the  affection  had  first  attacked 
him  after  working  hard  in  a hay- 
field,  which  produced  violent  perspi- 
ration ; that  after  this  he  had  severe 
pain  in  his  limbs ; and  still  further, 
that  it  had  been  much  increased  by 
bathing  in  the  sea  when  he  was  heat- 
ed. The  violence  of  the  pain  com- 
pelled him  to  the  utterance  of  a most 
distressing  moaning  sound,  and  when 
sitting  upright,  he  was  scarcely  able 
to  hold  up  his  head  without  support. 
It  was  situated  across  the  forehead, 
and  stretched  round  over  the  ear  of 
the  left,  more  than  that  of  the  right 
side;  but  it  seemed  to  have  varied  its 
situation,  and  at  times  to  have  occu- 
pied the  right  side  also,  and  gone  down 
the  neck.  It  commonly  increased  in 
the  night,  and  deprived  him  almost  en- 
tirely of  sleep ; and  frequently,  but  not 
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constantly,  it  became  throbbing  with 
great  violence.  His  sight  was  much 
affected,  and  he  could  not  see  so  as 
to  read  ordinary  print ; the  power  of 
the  left  eye  was  much  less  than  that 
of  the  right ; its  pupil  was  also  more 
dilated,  and  it  appeared  half  closed. 
The  face  seemed  to  be  rather  drawn 
to  the  left  side,  but  there  was  no 
other  appearance  of  paralysis,  none 
of  convulsive  affection  of  any  sort. 
The  bowels  were  somewhat  costive, 
the  pulse  was  86,  weak  and  oppress- 
ed. Cupping  and  blistering  had  been 
previously  employed  without  any  re- 
lief. I directed  the  immediate  admi- 
nistration of  a purgative  medicine,  that 
the  temporal  artery  should  be  opened, 
and  that  the  quantity  of  blood  drawn 
should  be  regulated  according  to  his 
feelings  and  strength.  He  seemed  to 
be  relieved  considerably  by  the  bleed- 
ing, and  it  happened  that  the  artery 
opened  again  four  times  in  the  two 
following  days,  with  the  loss  altogether 
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of  a very  large  quantity ; at  last, 
however,  it  was  secured  by  ligature. 
The  pain  afterwards  seemed  to  exa- 
cerbate, chiefly  at  night,  through 
which  he  became  exceedingly  restless, 
and  was  described  as  being  delirious 
fr om, its  violence  ; but  it  abated  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  his  mind  was  at  all 
times  perfect  when  I saw  him  in  the 
morning,  though  latterly  he  seemed 
unwilling  to  make  the  exertion  of 
talking.  The  pupils  became  gradu- 
ally less  susceptible  of  the  action  of 
light,  and  more  dilated,  and  the  sight 
became  more  and  more  dim,  until  it 
was  wholly  lost.  The  bowels  at  all 
times  acted  readily,  and  latterly  he 
passed  his  urine  and  faeces  involun- 
tarily. The  pulse  never  rose  above 
96  ; usually  it  was  nearer  to  its  other 
extreme,  which  was  64.  On  Novem- 
ber 3,  he  suffered  a sudden  attack 
of  strong  apoplectic  symptoms,  with 
a purple  loaded  countenance  and 
stertorous  breathing.  On  this  account 

blood 
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blood  was  drawn  from  the  arm,  which 
was  firm,  biiffy,  and  copped:  it  pro- 
duced only  a slight  relief  from  the 
load,  and  he  died  November  5. 

When  the  head  was  examined  on 
the  next  day,  the  following  appear- 
ances were  exhibited.  The  mem- 
branes covering  the  brain  were  in  a 
healthy  state.  The  veins,  leading  to 
the  longitudinal  sinus,  were  more  dis- 
tended with  blood  than  ordinary. 
The  convolutions,  forming  the  supe- 
rior and  lateral  parts  of  the  hemi- 
spheres, with  the  intervening  sulci, 
were  but  indistinctly  manifest,  their 
surface  being  smooth,  and  having 
a flattened  appearance.  From  the 
inferior  part  of  the  anterior  lobe  of 
the  left  hemisphere,  a mass  of  firm 
substance  projected  : it  w^as  of  about 
the  bulk  of  a large  walnut,  and  when 
cut  into,  resembled  in  appearance  a 
large  absorbent  gland;  it  wws  embed- 
ded in  diseased  and  softened  medul- 
lary substance  of  the  brain.  The  exter- 
nal 
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nal  surface  of  this  hemisphere  had  giv- 
en to  the  touch  the  sensation  of  a flac- 
cid bag  containing  fluid,  and  the  great- 
est part  of  its  medullary  matter  was 
reduced  to  the  state  of  a pulpy  fluid, 
and  was  of  a very  light  brown  colour. 
In  the  part  which  more  immediately 
surrounded  the  altered  substance,  the 
surface  appeared  rough,  as  if  in  a 
state  of  ulceration.  The  diseased  ap- 
pearance was  confined  to  the  medul- 
lary substance,  and  did  not  extend 
to  the  cortical.  A small  cpiantity  of 
aqueous  fluid  was  contained  in  the 
lateral  ventricles. 


CASE  XII. 

D.  M.  G.  a sailor,  aged  48,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hos- 
pital, Feb.  16,  on  account  of  hae- 
moptysis, which  had  existed  for  more 
than  three  weeks,  with  slight  pain  in 

the 
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the  side.  The  blood  had  been  coughed 
up  three  or  four  times  daily,  and  was 
often  not  less  in  quantity  than  half  a 
pint.  It  varied  in  its  appearance ; 
sometimes  it  was  florid  and  frothy,  at 
others  dark  and  clotted,  and  at  others 
again  mixed  with  yellowish  matter 
resembling  pus.  His  pulse  was  \ \% 
and  feeble,  and  he  appeared  pale  and 
emaciated.  His  bowels  acted  regu- 
larly, and  their  discharges  were  na- 
tural. His  tongue  was  slightly  m hitisb 
and  dry.  I directed  the  infusion  of 
roses  in  mint  water,  with  ten  grains 
of  alum,  and  one  fluidrachm  of  com- 
pound tincture  of  camphor,  to  be 
taken  every  six  hours,  and  that  he 
should  be  kept  quiet,  and  live  upon 
a milk  diet.  The  blood  still  flowed, 
but  in  less  quantities,  it  was  florid 
and  frothy,  the  cough  and  pain  con- 
tinued, and  he  seemed  to  be  purged 
by  the  medicine.  He  then  took  one 
grain  of  superaoetate  of  lead,  one  grain 
of  fox-glove,  and  half  a grain  of 

opium, 
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opium,  in  a pill,  every  four  hours, 
with  a mucilaginous  mixture,  and  for  a 
fortnight  afterwards  he  passed  no  fresh 
blood,  and  his  bowels  became  regu- 
lar ; the  cough,  however,  and  pain  in 
the  side  were  increased  rather  than 
diminished,  and  the  latter  was  easier 
when  he  lay  upon  it.  He  did  not 
gain  flesh  or  strength,  and  his  pulse 
was  never  below  108.'  On  Feb.  27,  he 
had  a violent  attack  of  cough,  when  he 
brought  up  a large  quantity  of  blood 
mixed  with  pus ; he  still  complained  of 
pain,  his  nights  were  described  as 
restless,  and  his  head  as  wandering, 
though  there  was  no  appearance  of 
delirium  in  .the  mornings.  He  took 
the  infusion  of  roses  in  mint-water,- 
and  forty  minims  of  tincture  of  opium 
at  night.  After  this,  for  the  last  three 
weeks  of  his  life,  he  coughed  and 
expectorated  much  less,  and  never 
brought  up  any  quantity  of  blood  ; 
but  his  restlessness  and  disturbance 
of  mind  increased  so  much,  as  occa- 

^ sionally 
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sionally  to  render  restraint  necessary. 
This  violence  was  chiefly  in  the  night, 
for  in  the  day-time  he  usually  lay  in 
a dozing  comatose  state,  with  eyes 
half  closed,  and  pulse  scarcely  per- 
ceptible ; sometimes  however  groan- 
ing dismally,  so  that  I considered 
him  as  in  a dying  state,  and  rather 
exhibited  comfortable  nourishment, 
than  insisted  upon  medicine,  which 
he  much  disliked.  He  never  seemed 
wholly  to  lose  his  senses,  but  was 
aware  of  what  he  said,  though  it  was 
wild  and  nonsensical,  and  he  asked 
chiefly  for  wine,  not  for  any  other 
nourishment.  He  sometimes  passed 
his  urine  and  faeces  in  bed,  but  he 
was  conscious  of  it,  and  immediately 
desired  its  removal;  and  he  sometimes 
threatened  that  he  would  do  the  same 
wilfully,  if  he  was  not  assisted  at  the 
moment  he  desired.  His  bowels  con- 
tinued to  act  regularly,  and  their  dis- 
charge was  natural.  He  never  ex- 
pressed the  existence  of  any  pain  in 

his 
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his  head  at  any  time.  He  died  on 
March  19th. 

After  deatli  his  chest  was  examin- 
ed, and  the  right  bag  of  the  pleura 
contained  a large  quantity  of  pus, 
which  was  confined  to  the  anterior 
part,  and  retained  posteriorly  by  ad- 
hesion between  the  two  pleurae,  the 
lung  itself  was  almost  obliterated,  and 
occupied  but  ,a  small  part  of  the 
cavity.  The  left  side  of  the  thorax 
was  sound.  The  liver  was  much  en- 
larged, and  of  diseased  structure.  But 
the  reason  why  I relate  the  case  arose 
from  an  accidental  examination  of  the 
head,  which  was  made  by  Mr.  Stan- 
ley, when  the  following  appearances 
were  found. 

Beneath  the  anterior  part  of  the 
corpus  callosum,  in  the  centre  of  the 
cerebrum,  there  was  formed  a cavity 
of  sufficient  size  to  hold  a large  wal- 
nut, containing  an  admixture  of  thick 
pus  and  clots  of  blood.  The  sur- 
rounding cerebral  substance  being 

softened 
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softened  and  much  altered  from  its 
natural  texture.  The  commencement 
of  the  disease  appeared  to  have  been 
in  the  right  hemisphere,  near  the 
lateral  ventricle  of  the  same  side,  into 
which  the  projection  of  the  cerebral 
substance,  containing  the  pus,  had  ' 
taken  place.  The  cavity  of  the  abscess 
was  however  distinct  from  that  of  the 
ventricle. 

AS,  in  some  of  the  preceding  cases, 

I have  spoken  of  the  abstraction  of 
blood  from  the  temporal  artery,  I 
think  myself  justified  in  the  further  re- 
commendation of  this  operation  above 
all  other  modes,  where  in  diseases  of 
the  head  such  abstraction  is  deemed 
necessary.  It  is  easily  performed,  so 
much  so,  that  in  a case  of  great 
emergency,  I once  even  ventured  to 
undertake  it  myself ; and  any  subse- 
quent haemorrhage  from  the  artery, 
which  has  sometimes  occurred,  as  the 
preceding  cases  shew,  may  be  easily 
subdued,  at  any  rate  by  ligature,  or 

more 
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more  easily  by  the  complete  division  of 
the  vessel.  For  the  purpose  of  strength- 
ening- this  opinion,  I shall  record 
one  other  case  in' which  the  relief  it  af- 
forded was  strikingly  exemplified. 


CASE  XIII. 

A gentleman,  past  the  middle  age, 
had  for  some  time  laboured  under 
slight,  but  uniform  aberrations  of 
mind,  but  he  was  cheerful  in  his  dis- 
position, full  of  affection  for  his  fa- 
mily, and  harmless  in  his  conduct. 
During  this  state  he  had  more  than 
once  suffered  a slight  epileptic  attack, 
which  had  soon  passed  away  without 
more  inconvenience.  I was  called  to 
him  on  account  of  a sudden  fit  which 
had  then  lasted  for  some  hours,  and 
had  not  been  diminished  by  ordi- 
nary venessection,  or  by  purgative 
medicines,  although  the  latter  had 
operated,  and  produced  their  full  ef- 
fect. 
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feet  His  countenance  was  loaded 
and  dark,  his  eyes  were  starting,  his 
breathing  was  loudly  stertorous,  and 
his  mouth  covered  with  foam.  He 
was  wholly  insensible  to  external  ap- 
plications, . and  appeared  to  be  verg- 
ing fast  towards  dissolution.  His 
pulse  however  was  quick,  and  so  full 
and  hard,  that  I was  induced  to  urge 
evacuations  to  a greater  extent.  The 
temporal  artery  was  upon  this  prin- 
ciple opened,  and  successfully,  for 
the  blood  was  thrown  out  from  it  in 
a full  stream.  It  was  thought  that 
in  so  desperate  a state  the  evacuation 
could  not  be  carried  too  far,  and  there- 
fore it  was  determined  to  allow  its  con- 
tinuance until  the  pulse  should  begin 
to  fail.  Rather  more  than  two  pint 
basins  were  taken  before  any  such 
effect  was  produced,  and  I left  the 
patient  with  very  little  hope  of  ad- 
vantage from  the  treatment  adopted, 
or  indeed  from  any  other  mode  ; nor 
was  I a little  surprised  on  the  day  fol- 
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lowing  to  find  him  sitting  in  his  draw- 
ing-room, rather  clearer  in  his  intel- 
lect than  usual,  but  without  any 
knowledge  of  what  had  passed,  and 
as  well  in  his  bodily  health,  except 
some  feeling  of  weakness,  as  he  had 
been  lor  a considerable  time.  Some 
months  afterwards  a similar  attack 
proved  fatal,  and  I have  to  regret, 
that  permission  was  not  granted  by 
his  friends  for  an  examination  of  the 
head. 

I shall  here  terminate  this  gloomy 
catalogue  of  incurable  disease.  In 
oft'ering  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Col- 
lege, I have  only  hoped  to  connect 
some  important  morbid  alterations  of 
structure  with  their  previous  symp- 
toms, and  thus  to  contribute  to  some 
future  general  account  of  diseases  of 
the  brain.  Such  as  they  are,  I have 
drawn  them  from  notes  made  at  the 
moment ; and,  as  I hope  and  believe, 
faithfully.  All  of  them  have  been 
under  the  notice  of  other  practitioners 

also. 
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also,  whose  names  would  stamp  them 
with  additional  credit,  but  I have 
thought  that,  by  omitting  these,  I 
should  better  avoid  the  attachment  of 
them  to  individuals,  which,  where  the 
concurrence  of  their  surviving  friends 
cannot  well  be  asked,  is  to  my  mind 
a proper  delicacy  ; for  the  same  rea- 
son also  I have  inserted  no  dates  be- 
yond what  are  necessary.  Some  of 
the  diseased  parts  have  been  preserv- 
ed, but  I do  not  think  they  would 
have  been  more  clearly  illustrated  by 
plates,  than  by  a verbal  description. 

I shall  shortly  recapitulate  the  ap- 
' pearances  recorded,  with  a reference 
to  the  cases.  1.  A healthy  state  of 
brain,  after  stupor,  insensibility,  and 
convulsion.  2.  Etfusion  of  blood, 
with  an  instantaneous  extinction  of 
life.  3.  A loaded  state  of  the  blood- 
vessels of  the  membranes,  and  an  ef- 
fusion of  coloured  fluid  into  the  ven- 
tricles. 4.  A strong  and  distinct 
adventitious  membrane,  covering  the 

right 
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right  hemisphere  of  the  brain.  5.  Ca- 
ries of  the  temporal  bone,  with  an 
effusion  of  pus  and  coagulable  lymph 
under  the  dura  mater  of  the  right 
side.  b.  Ulceration  in  the  anterior 
lobe  of  each  hemisphere  of  the  brain, 
with  aqueous  effusion  into  the  ven- 
tricles. 12.  Ulceration  in  the  brain. 
7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  13.  Tumours  in  the 
brain,  of  various  structures,  and  in 
different  situations.  1 4.  A state  of  ~ 
apoplexy,  speedily  removed  by  ar- 
teriotomy. 


XVII.  Remarks 
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XVII.  Uemarks  on  Palpitations,  Qiid  on  Epi- 
lepsy. By  TnoMAs  Vouintg,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Fhysicians, 
and  Physician  to  St.  George’s  Hospital.  In 
• a fetter  to  the  President. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  2nd  December,  1814. 

DEAR  SIR, 

1 am  encouraged  by  your  advice 
and  example,  to  lay  before  the  Cob 
lege  a few  observations  on  .cases  of 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  complicated 
with  dropsy  of  the  chest,  and  on  the 
use  of  the  oil  of  turpentine  in  the  cure 
of  epilepsy. 

The  point  on  which  I intend  to  in- 
sist, in  the  first  instance,  is  the  effect 
of  a fluid  in  transmitting  an  agitation 
of  any  kind,  to  a more  or  less  remote 
part  of  the  body;  an  effect  which  I 
consider  as  affording  an  explanation 
of  some  symptoms,  which  w ould  other- 
wise appear  to  militate  against  the 
true  theory  of  the  actions  of  the  heart 
and  arteries.  The  efficacy  of  a wa- 
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tery  fluid,  in  transmitting  a pulsatory 
motion,  is  indeed  well  known,  from 
the  common  test  of  fluctuation,  where 
the  impulse  of  a slight  blow,  on  one 
side  of  a cavity,  is  speedily  and  di- 
rectly transmitted  to  the  other  side, 
and  sometimes  repeated  by  a kind  of 
reflection,  which  is  very  justly  consi- 
dered as  indicating  the  presence  of  a 
fluid  in  the  cavity,  especially  in  that 
of  the  abdomen ; but  it  is  remark- 
able, that  an  effect  nearly  similar  is 
observable,  when  the  water  surrounds, 
instead  of  being  contained  in,  the  ca- 
vity: thus,  when  the  body  is  immersed 
in  a bath,  an  imperfect  appearance  of 
fluctuation  is  produced  by  striking 
the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  with  some 
force ; and,'  what  is  still  more  sur- 
prising to  one  who  has  not  consider- 
ed the  subject,  the  pulsation  of  the 
descending  aorta,  and  of  its  subdivi- 
sions, the  iliac  arteries,  may  often  be 
distinctly  felt  by  pressure  on  the  um- 
bilical region,  in  a person  by  no  means 

emaciated. 
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emaciated.  It  may  indeed  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  pressure  of  the  ^ater 
acts,  in  this  case,  merely  by  forcing 
the  abdominal  viscera  higher  up  to- 
wards the  thorax,  and  leaving  the 
great  arteries  more  exposed  to  the 
touch;  but,  if  I am  not  mistaken, 
such  a displacement  of  the  viscera 
would  be  inadequate  alone  to  account 
for  the  distinctness,  with  which  the 
pulsation  may  sometimes  be  felt,  es- 
pecially when  the  action  of  the  heart 
has  been  accelerated,  as  by  swimming, 
or  otherwise. 

But,  without  adverting  further  to 
this  indirect  effect  of  a surrounding 
fluid,  I shall  attempt  to  deduce  from 
the  undeniable  efficacy  of  a fluid  con- 
tained in  a cavity,  in  transmitting  an 
impulse  through  it,  an  explanation  of 
some  very  anomalous  appearances, 
which  sometimes  accompany  palpita- 
tions of  the  heart ; and  which,  not  be- 
ing completely  understood,  have  led 
on  the  one  hand  to  a mistaken  idea 
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of  the  existence  of  aneurysm,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  a false  opinion  of  the 
total  independence  of  the  motions  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  arterial  sys- 
tem, immediately  continuous  with 
each  other. 

In  the  case  of  Lydia  Smith,  a fur- 
ther account  of  which  will  be  sub- 
joined, principally  from  the  notes 
obligingly  communicated  by  Dr.  Har- 
rison, a palpitation  was  observed  in 
the  right  hypochondriac  region,  and 
on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  which 
exhibited  a vibratory  motion,  more  ra- 
pid and  less  regular  than  that  of  the 
pulse  felt  at  the  wrist ; and  a similar 
vibration  was  observable  in  the  heart 
itself:  the  pulsation  in  the  neck  was 
not  confined  to  the  jugular  veins  ; it 
was  more  forcible  and  extensive  than 
it  could  have  been,  if  it  had  origi- 
nated from  those  vessels;  and  it  had 
more  the  appearance  of  a violent 
throbbing  of  the  carotid  artery,  al- 
thoughj  in  the  axillary  artery,  the 
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pulse  was  comparatively  regular  and 
natural.  Hence  it  was  at  first  infer- 
red, by  some  judicious  and  experi- 
enced observers,  that  there  must  be  an 
aneurysm  in  the  ascending  branch  of 
the  aorta,  which  occasioned  the  irre- 
gularity in  the  action  of  the  carotid, 
but  of  which  the  effects  were  not  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  disturb  the  na- 
tural transmission  of  the  blood  through 
the  axillary  artery.  Such  a state  of 
the  circulation  appeared  to  me,  how- 
ever, from  the  physical  investigations 
of  the  motion  of  the  heart  and  arte- 
ries, which  I have  detailed  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  to  be  ab- 
solutely impossible  ; and  this  convic- 
tion led  me  to  a repeated  and  minute 
examination  of  the  peculiar  symp- 
toms. I then  found,  upon  making 
strong  pressure  on  the  right  side  of 
the  neck  with  a single  finger,  that  the 
motion  of  the  carotid  artery  was  very 
perceptible,  and  totally  independent 
of  that  of  the  superficial  parts,  being 

precisely 


/ 


262  MEDICAL 

precisely  synchronous  with  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist,  although  it  required  con- 
siderable attention  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  more  irregular  palpitation. 
H ence  it  became  clear,  that  one  half 
of  the  supposition,  which  I was  com- 
bating, was  erroneous,  the  pulsation 
of  the  axillary  artery  not  being  at  va- 
riance with  that  of  the  carotid  ; and 
that  the  other  half  was  without  evi- 
dence, the  existence  of  an  aneurysm 
not  being  capable  of  explaining  a 
beating,  independent  of  the  arteries. 

I have  divided,  in  my  Medical  Li- 
terature, p.  178,  the  species,  palmus 
cordis,  into  two  varieties,  A.  affect- 
ing the  pulse,  a disease  of  the  ven- 
tricle and  B.  not  affecting  ihe 
pulse,  probably  of  the  auricle ; the 
more  common.”  The  disease,  in  this 
case,  could  only  be  referred  to  the 
second  variety : and  it  could  only  be 
supposed,  that  a fluid,  preternaturally 
accumulated  within  the  thorax,  trans- 
mitted the  effect  of  the  irregular  ac- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  auricles,  by  which  the 
whole  heart,  and  the  parts  in  contact 
with  it,  were  agitated,  up  to  the  mem- 
branes and  integuments,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  clavicle,  on  the  one 
side,  and  down  to  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera on  the  other : and  it  was  easy  to 
explain  the  occurrence  of  the  palpita- 
tion on  the  right  side  of  the  neck  and 
abdomen,  so  much  more  distinctly 
than  on  the  left,  by  considering  the 
effusion  of  water  as  confined,  in  great 
measure,  to  the  right  cavity  of  the 
thorax.  The  justice  of  this  opinion 
was  completely  evinced  by  the  exami- 
nation instituted  after  death ; a consi- 
derable quantity  of  water  was  found 
on  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  while 
on  the  left,  there  was  little  or  none. 

These  facts  will  serve  to  afford  us 
an  additional  nosological  test,  which 
may  often  be  applicable  to  the  discri- 
mination of  dropsy  of  the  chest ; since 
palpitation  is  by  no  means  an  unusual 
attendant  on  that  disease,  and  may  be 

generally 
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generally  observed,  in  such  cases,  to 
affect  the  parts  above  the  clavicle,  as 

is  illustrated  by  a second  instance, 

• * 

which  will  be  briefly  noticed.  They 
will  also  lead  us  to  a more  cautious 
mode  of  reasoning,  Respecting  appa-^ 
rent  irregularities  of  the  circulation, 
which  have  often  been  very  positively 
asserted  to  exist,  in  sucli  a form,  as  is 
actually  incompatible  with  the  esta- 
blished laws  of  mechanical  actions  and 
forces,  which  may  often  be  modified 
and  counteracted  by  those  of  animal 
life,  but  can  never  be  superseded : and 
they  may  induce  us  to  profit  by  every 
similar  opportunity  of  investigating 
more  accurately  the  real  functions  of 
the  sanguiferous  system,  which  have 
so  often  been  rhisrepresented  and  mis- 
understood. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

Lyd  ia  Smith,  aged  47,  was  admit- 
ted into  St.  George’s  Hospital,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1813.  She  was  mar- 
ried, and  had  had  six  children  : the 
catamenia  had  ceased  at  the  age  of 
42  : at  43,  she  had  an  attack  of  acute 
rheumatism  in  her  feet,  knees,  and  el- 
bows : it  continued  about  three  weeks, 
and  returned  the  next  and  the  follow- 
ing autumn : on  these  occasions,  she 
recovered  without  medical  assistance  ; 
and  she  was  relieved  in  two  similar 
attacks,  which  occurred  subsequently 
to  January,  1813,  by  fomenting  the 
parts  affected.  During  the  continu- 
ance of  these  fits  of  rheumatism,  her 
general  health  was  better  than  at  other 
times.  The  palpitation  first  occurred 
about  two  years  before  her  admission, 
while  she  was  scouring  a floor : it  sub- 
sided in  some  degree,  but  returned 
several  times  at  intervals  of  about  six 
weeks  ; and  in  January,  she  had  a 
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very  severe  attack : after  this  time, 
she  had  a violent  pain  about  the  um- 
bilicus ; the  bowels  were  confined, 
and  the  excretions  dark  coloured. 
This  affection  of  the  abdomen  was  re- 
lieved by  fomentations  and  the  warm 
bath ; but  her  breathing  became  more 
laborious ; and  she  could  not  lie  in 
a horizontal  position  for  many  weeks. 
In  March,  she  had  dropsical  swellings 
of  the  legs  and  abdomen,  which  were 
removed  three  times  in  succession,  by 
means  of  some  diuretic  medicines 
prescribed  by  Dr.  Clarke:  after  this, 
the  pain  was  greatly  abated,  and  she 
was  able,  in  May,  to  resume  her  usual 
employments.  During  the  attacks  of 
the  pain,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
abdominal  swelling,  she  had  always 
been  of  a yellow  colour ; her  lips  and 
nails  purple : but  she  had  never  per- 
ceived any  pain  in  the  right  shoulder. 
She  had  lived  temperately,  having 
found,  that  wine,  even  in  a moderate 
quantity,  increased  her  complaints. 

At 
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At  the  time  of  her  admission,  a pal- 
pitation was  perceptible  in  the  heart, 
and  on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen, 
a little  above  the  umbilicus : from 
this  point,  she  seemed  to  feel  some- 
thing running  up  in  a right  line  to 
the  neck ; and  a considerable  pulsa- 
tion was  observable  on  the  right  side 
of  the  neck  : her  pulse  was  at  70,  and 
very  irregular : she  had  no  cough,  nor 
faintness,  nor  did  she  start  in  going 
to  sleep : she  could  lie  in  a horizontal 
position,  but  not  on  the  left  side ; she 
was  thirsty  and  without  appetite : the 
bowels  were  confined.  She  was  di- 
rected to  take,  every  other  morning, 
half  an  ounce  of  crystals  of  tartar,  and 
five  grains  of  jalap,  made  into  an 
electuary  with  oxymel  of  squills,  and 
some  tonic  draughts,  containing  bark 
and  steel,  at  intermediate  times.  In 
a few  days,  she  complained  of  cough, 
which  was  relieved  by  a grain  of  ipe- 
cacuan,  and  three  of  extract  of  hem- 
lock, taken  three  times  a day,  with 

some 
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some  camphorated  mixture,  digitalis, 
nitre,  and  opium.  On  the  16th,  ^he 
returned  to  a stomachic  tonic,  and 
took  daily  eight  grains  of  the  blue 
mercurial  pill,  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 
A similar  plan  was  pursued  through- 
out the  summer,  by  my  colleague, 
Dr.  Warren,  who  was  so  good  as  to 
take  charge  of  my  patients,  during 
my  absence  from  town : on  the  9th  of 
August,  he  ordered  a blister  to  the 
region  of  the  liver,  the  mercurial  pill, 
and  a diuretic  mixture  with  pure  pot- 
ass, nitrous  ether,  and  digitalis:  on  the 
16th,  some  tincture  of  squills,  with  half 
a grain  of  elaterium,  twice  a day, 
afterwards  once  a day ; then  every 
other  day.  A glass  of  wine  was  al- 
lowed : on  the  1 3th  of  September,  a 
quarter  of  a grain  only  of  elaterium 
was  ordered ; and  this  medicine  was 
continued  occasionally,  till  the  begin- 
ning of  November.  At  this  time,  the 
patient  considered  herself  as  much 
better : but  the  dropsical  swellings, 

which 
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\^hich  had  been  very  much  reduced  in 
the  course  of  the  autumn,  had  begun 
to  increase  again  in  the  end  of  Octo- 
ber: the  palpitation  was  greatly  re- 
lieved, as  well  as  the  pulsations  in  the 
abdomen  and  neck,  but  the  motion 
of  the  heart  was  still  evidently  flutter- 
ing: the  pulse  was  at  80,  intermit- 
ting, and  very  irregular.  The  elate- 
rium  was  repeated  once  only  after  my 
return  to  town,  in  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, the  state  of  the  bowels  not 
permitting  its  further  employment : 
she  was  evidently  losing  strength,  and 
all  that  could  be  done  for  her  assist- 
ance, was  to  moderate  the  distressing 
diarrhoea  which  supervened ; chiefly 
by  the  infusion  of  angustura,  ipeca- 
cuan,  aromatic  confection,  opium,  ca- 
techu, and  logwood,  and  occasional 
enemata  of  starch,  with  tincture  of 
opium.  In  the  mean  time,  the  drop- 
sical symptoms,  and  the  lividness  of 
the  lips,  appeared  to  be  relieved  by 
the  use  of  the  compound  squill  pill; 

6 . the 
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the  palpitation  was  in  great  measure 
confined  to  the  heart,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  disease,  and  it  had  in- 
creased in  some  degree  on  the  1st  of 
December,  when  the  swellings  had 
nearly  subsided : the  pulse  had  be- 
come more  frequent  and  irregular. 
On  the  1st  of  February,  she  had  a 
return  of  rheumatic  affection  in  her 
feet  and  knees,  which  appeared  red 
and  shining,  with  some  pains  in  the 
bowels ; the  general  symptoms  being 
somewhat  relieved  ; and  after  remain- 
ing two  or  three  days  in  this  state,  she 
died  on  the  3d  of  February. 

Upon  examination  after  death, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  any  thing 
like  aneurysm  in  any  part  of  the  ar- 
terial system  : the  heart  was  a little 
enlarged,  and  some  of  its  valves,  es- 
pecially those  of  the  pulmonary  ar- 
tery, were  much  ossified,  so  that  the 
free  passage  of  the  blood  was  imped- 
ed: there  was  a considerable  quantity 
of  fluid  in  the  pericardium,  in  the 
*7  right 
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right  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain,  but  little  or 
none  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest : the 
liver  was  of  a dark  colour,  but  other- 
wise natural.  The  ossification  may 
possibly  have  originated  from  some 
rheumatic  inflammation,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  disease,  and  probably 
occasioned  the  palpitation,  either  by 
its  immediate  irritation,  or  by  causing 
an  accumulation  of  blood.  I esti- 
mated the  water  in  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  as  amounting  to  about  a pint. 
Dr.  Harrison  thinks  it  was  much  less: 
but  as  all  the  dropsical  symptoms  had 
subsided,  in  a great  degree,  during  the 
latter  period  of  the  disease,  and  with 
them  the  palpitation  in  the  neck,  there 
is  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  effusion 
into  that  cavity  had  formerly  been 
much  more  considerable. 
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CASE  IL 

Esther  Shakespear  was  affected,  at 
the  time  of  her  admission  into  St. 
George’s  Hospital,  in  the  course  of 
last  winter,  with  symptoms  much  re- 
sembling some  of  those,  which  have 
been  described  in  the  case  of  Lydia 
Smith : the  beating  in  the  neck  was  very 
evident,  and  appeared  to  be  equally  in- 
dependent of  arterial  or  venous  pulsa- 
tion ; but  since  it  affected  both  sides 
equally,  it  did  not  afford  the  same  kind 
of  evidence  respecting  the  transmission 
of  the  palpitation  from  the  heart. 
There  were,  however,  abundant  symp- 
toms of  ascites  and  general  dropsy, 
combined  with  hydrothorax : and  all 
these  were  repeatedly  subdued  by 
draughts,  consisting  of  the  infusions 
of  gentian  and  senna,  with  the  tinc- 
tures of  jalap  and  squills.  When  the 
dropsical  symptoms  subsided,  the 
beating  and  palpitations  ceased  also  : 
so  that  we  have,  in  this  case,  no  posi- 
tive 
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tive  proof  that  the  pulsation  did  not 
arise  from  the  simple  reflux  of  the 
blood  in  the  internal  and  external  ju- 
gular veins ; since  it  is  well  known, 
that  such  a reflux  does  often  actually 
take  place,  and  exhibit  a vibratory 
motion  of  a nature  nearly  similar, 
in  cases  of  palpitation,  without  any 
water  in  the  chest 

* After  several  vicissitudes  of  abatement,  and 
return  of  the  symptoms,  this  patient  sunk  under 
the  disease  in  March  1815.  The  last  attack  was  too 
sudden  to  allow  her  being  conveniently  removed 
back  to  the  hospital ; but  it  was  her  own  wish  that 
an  examination  should  be  made  after  her  death,  and 
Mr.  Hewett,  a pupil  of  the  hospital,  had  the  good- 
ness to  perform  the  dissection.  There  was  no 
material  collection  of  water  on  either  side  of  the 
thorax,  but  there  were  about  12  ounces  in  the  peri- 
cardium, and  the  heart  was  considerably  enlarged, 
especially  the  right  auricle.  Mr.  Hewett  had  also 
lately  seen  another  case,  in  which  a collection  of 
water  in  the  pericardium  had  caused  a singular 
pulsation  on  the  right  side  of  the  chest.  These 
dissections,  though  they  do  not  immediately  illus- 
trate the  appearance  of  pulsation  in  the  neck, 
which  is  sometimes  so  remarkable,  assist  in  con- 
firming the  truth  of  the  observation,  that  water 
effused  in  the  chest  may  not  only  be  a cause  of 
palpitation,  by  disturbing  the  regularity  of  the 
motions  of  the  heart,  but  also  by  rendering  the 
effect  of  those  motions  sensible  in  parts  more  or 
less  remote  from  their  origin. 

VoL.  V.  T 
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CASE  IIL—IK 

The  cases  of  epilepsy,  which  I wish 
to  mention  to  you  in  a few  words,  are 
only  remarkable,  as  affording  addi- 
tional instances  of  the  beneficial 
effect  of  a single  large  dose  of  the 
oleum  terebinthinee  rectificatum.  In 
the  beginning  of  August  last,  imme- 
diately after  looking  over  your  paper 
on  the  subject,  I had  an  opportunity 
of  trying  the  effects  of  the  remedy,  in 
the  case  of  a child  about  11  years 
old,  at  Tarring,  in  Sussex;  she 
had,  been  liable  to  epileptic  fits  for 
some  months,  and  they  generally  oc- 
curred about  twice  a week,  with  con- 
siderable severity ; she  had  formerly 
been  supposed  to  have  worms,  but, 
I believe,  without  foundation.  I or- 
dered her  an  ounce  of  the  oil,  which 
she  took  with  the  usual  violent  effects, 
but  no  worms  were  discovered : the 
following  week  she  had  a slight  fit, 
after  being  much  heated  and  fatigued; 

, but 


TRANSACTIONS. 


275 


bot  after  that  time,  she  continued  free 
from  any  return,  for  two  or  three 
months ; and  when  I last  saw  her, 
she  was,  in  all  appearance,  perfectly 
cured.  At  first,  I desired  her  to  con- 
tinue the  medicine  in  small  doses,  but 
she  soon  left  it  off,  without  inconve- 
nience. I have  tried  it  in  this  form, 
with  very  little  encouragement,  in  a 
variety  of  cases,  giving  from  10  to  20 
minims,  three  times  a day ; but  in 
another  instance,  where  I prescribed 
a full  dose,  for  a boy  at  Lancing, 
who  had  been  subject  to  fits,  about 
once  in  ten  days,  it  was  completely 
successful,  and  he  had  no  return  for 
the  remainder  of  the  autumn.  When 
the  disease  originates  in  the  head,  as 
you  very  justly  observe,  this  medicine 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  of  much 
.service ; but  in  such  cases,  I have 
found  more  benefit  from  covering  the 
head  repeatedly  with  a blister,  than 
from  any  other  remedy  that  I have 
tried  : the  nitrate  of  silver,  in  particu- 
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lar,  which  I have  often  employed  very 
liberally,  has  always  failed  of  afford- 
ing me  any  assistance  in  the  cure  of 
genuine  epilepsy.  Where  the  advan- 
tage usually  derived  from  medical 
treatment  is  so  very  inconsiderable, 
as  in  this  formidable  disease,  it  is  of 
some  importance,  that  every  fact, 
which  affords  a rational  prospect  of 
practical  improvement,  should  be  care- 
fully recorded. 

Believe  me,  Dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours, 

THOMAS  YOUNG. 

'JVelbeck  Street, 

November  24; , 1814. 
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XVIII.  Extracts  from  a paper  on  Phthisis, 
hy  the  late  Mr.  Orban,  Surgeon  to  the 
Fretich  Navy.  Translated  from  the  French 
hy  the  Registrar. 


Th«  original  was  sent  to  the  President  from  Havre  de 

Grace,  and  read  at  the  COLLEGE,  20th  June,  1814. 

Mr.  Orban  became  acquainted  with 
the  new  mode  of  treating  this  disease, 
and  which,  after  twenty  years’  expe- 
dience of  its  efficacy,  he  recommends 
to  the  medical  world,  in  the  following 
manner : 

" Being  at  Tunis,  in  1792,  his 
Sfuide  took  him  into  a house  where 
he  observed  a Moor  apparently  in  a 
confirmed  phthisis  ; he  was  greatly 
reduced  in  strength  and  flesh ; he 
coughed  much,  and  expectorated 
three  ounces  of  purulent  sputa,  mixed 
with  mucus,  in  the  24  hours  ; this 
originated  in  a catarrh,  which  had 
preceded  three  or  four  months.  He 
was  taking  nine  pills  a day,  separately, 
with  a cup  of  a drink,  which  evi- 
dently 
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cleiitly  contained  mncb  vinegar,  with 
some  sugar ; he  had  been  using  these 
remedies  for  a month,  with  a strict 
regimen  of  two  meals,  consisting  of 
vermicelli  or  millet,  boiled  in  water, 
and  seasoned  with  a little  oil  and 
salt ; these,  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
and  at  two  P.  M.  He  looked  for  a 
speedy  recovery,  as  his  expectoration 
had  greatly  diminished.  Mr.  Orban, 
during  some  days,  paid  frequent  visits 
to  this  patient,  without  observing  any 
material  change  in  him.  Pie  was 
very  costive,  made  much  urine,  and 
had  of  late  been  unable  to  sleep  ; his 
tongue  was  clean,  his  pulse  small, 
and  without  fever.  Seen  about  twenty  > 
days  after,  he  coughed  much,  spit 
up  less,  slept  better ; he  used  the 
same  drink  and  regimen,  but  had 
discontinued  the  pills,  having  taken 
them  45  days.  During  the  next  fort- 
night, Mr.  Orban  saw  him  frequent- 
ly ; he  acquired  strength ; his  diet 
M-as  much  less  sparing  ; he  brought 

up 
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up  with  difficulty,  during  the  day,  a 
few  frothy  sputa,  whilst  those  of  the 
morning  were  thick  and  purulent. 
After  a short  time  however  these  dis- 
appeared, the  cough  became  dry,  and 
returned  only  at  long  intervals  : he 
recovered  his  flesh,  his  stools  v/ere 
few  and  solid : he  took  coffee  in  the 
morning,  and  dined  on  rice  boiled  in 
water,  to  which  were  added  some 
morsels  of  different  sorts  of  meat.  His 
regimen  was  still  very  strict ; he  said 
he  could  have  eaten  twice  as  much 
as  he  was  allowed.  He  took  three 
or  four  glasses  of  his  drink  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Orban  saw  the  patient  during 
three  months ; he  acquired  a good 
state  of  health  ; he  ceased  to  expec- 
torate, and  coughed  seldom  ; he  took 
his  usual  food,  and  continued  his 
drink  after  dinner,  making  no  sup- 
per. 

The  remedies  were  as  follows : 

The  drink  consisted  of  rain  water 

Sxlij, 
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^xlij,  white  wine  vinegar  ^vj,  refined 
^iigar  Bij:  the  dose  was  ^iv>  of  which 
he  took  nine  during  the  day,  with 
one  of  the  following  pills  to  each  ; 
the  remaining  part  of  the  drink  was 
taken  during  the  night,  made  warm. 

The  formula  of  the  pills. 

Acidi  benzoici  3ss,  Aluminis, 
Ferri  sulphatis,  Acaciae  gummi  ana  3j, 
Fuliginis  pugillum. 

These  were  to  be  levigated  with  a 
little  water  on  a marble,  and  divided 
into  seventy  pills;  they  .were  given,  as 
stated,  at  nearly  equal  intervals.  He 
took  no  liquid  at  his  meals.  Mr. 
Orban  inquired  of  the  Moorish  phy- 
sician if  he  had  not  thought  right 
to  purge  his  patient ; to  which  he 
said,  that  the  more  his  patients  were 
constipated,  the  more  certain  he  was 
of  effecting  their  cure. 

On  Mr.  Orban’s  return  to  France, 
he  delayed  not  to  adopt  the  treat- 
ment already  described ; but  he  did 
not  venture  to  use  the  sulphate  of 

iron ; 
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iron;  his  pills  consisted  of  Acid,  ben- 
zoic. gr.  V.  Aluminis  9j.  Acaciae  gum- 
mi  9ss,  Fuliginis  pauxillum,  Aquae,  q. 
s.  fiant  pilulae  xxxv.  He  made  no 
alteration  in  the  drink,  except  that  of 
somewhat  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  vinegar,  when  it  happened  to  be 
very  strong. 

, Independently  of  the  Moor’s  prac- 
tice, he  had  in  himself,  as  well  as 
others,  experienced  the  good  effects 
of  vinegar  in  the  colliquative  diarr- 
hoea, and  of  this  he  gives  several  de- 
tailed proofs.  He  considered  phthisis 
as  presenting  two  distinct  indications 
for  its  use  : the  one,  a determination 
of  humours  to  the  lungs,  afterwards 
discharged  in  the  form  of  sputa,  more 
or  less  purulent ; the  other,  a colli- 
quative state  of  the  bowels,  caused 
by  a too  great  secretion  of  bile,  and 
which,"  by  their  frequent  evacuation, 
soon  exhausts  the  patient. 

Mr.  Orban  gives  nine  cases  of 
phthisis,  in  which  the  above-named 

reme- 


283 


MEDICAL 


remedies  ■were  solely  used,  aided  by 
a regimen  corresponding  to  the  one 
adopted  by  the  Moorish  physician. 


CASE  L 

A gentleman,  aged  63,  of  a good 
constitution,  became  affected  with  ca- 
tarrh, from  which,  after  eight  months, 
he  expectorated  eight  or  ten  ounces 
of  purulent  and  mucous  sputa,  and 
often  some  ounces  of  blood.  He  was 
much  emaciated  ; he  was  costive,  and 
unable  to  breathe  in  a horizontal  pos- 
ture. He  slept  little,  his  voice  was 
strong,  his  cough  sonorous.  He  got 
up  daily,  though  confined  to  his 
room  during  two  months;  he  had  not 
as  yet  any  exacerbation  of  fever  at 
night;  he  was  put  on  the  following 
regimen  ; 

For  breakfast,  two  ounces  of  bread, 
with  a dish  of  coffee  : for  dinner,  a 

soup 
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soup  made  from  vegetables,  the  wing 
of  a chicken,  or  as  much  in  quantity 
of  fish  or  vegetables,  and  four  ounces 
of  bread,  with  a part  of  which  he 
had  some  currant  jelly  as  a desert. 
He  seldom  changed  this  diet,  though 
sometimes  allowed  a soup  made  from 
meat : he  bore  with  patience  the  crav- 
ings of  his  appetite  for  more.  His 
only  drink  was  the  medicated  one 
described,  which  he  took  nine  times 
daily,  with  one  of  Mr.  Orban’s  pills 
to  each  dose  ; and  three  more  doses 
of  the  drink  made  warm  during  the 
night.  He  was  advised  to  speak 
often,  thereby  to  excite  expectoration  ; 
he  continued  in  this  plan  for  three 
months  ; his  haemoptysis  had  ceased, 
and  the  expectoration  diminished  by 
one  half ; he  was  able  to  sleep  on 
one  side ; his  digestion  was  good, 
having  a stool  only  once  in  two  or 
three  days. 

This  patient  was  afterwards  attack-- 
- ed 
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ed  with  a tertian,  which  came  on  at 
night : the  pills  were  in  consequence 
suspended.  It  appeared  that  his  diet, 
however  sparing,  had  been  too  liberal ; 
prepared  by  subsequent  abstinence, 
he  took  the  bark  with  good  effect: 
during  the  winter  he  kept  at  home, 
and  was  in  a tolerable  state,  observ- 
ing his  regimen.  The  following  spring 
he  got  out,  took  exercise,  and  his 
bread  was  increased  to  six  ounces. 
It  was  not  till  after  a year  from  the 
beginning,  that  the  expectoration  en- 
tirely ceased,  as  did  the  cough  also, 
though  this  often  continues  for  some 
time  after. 

Being  relieved,  the  patient  did  not 
increase  much  the  quantity  of  his 
food  ; he  often  took  the  drink  after 
dinner,  whenever  his  digestion  was  in 
any  way  impaired,  and  which  occurred 
whenever  he  transgressed  in  the  quan- 
tity or  quality  of  his  food.  He  after- 
wards enjoyed,  during  seven  years,  a 
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good  state  of  health,  without  cough 
or  expectoration,  and  died  of  a stran- 
gury. 


CASE  II. 

A lady,  aged  29,  the  mother  of 
several  children,  at  the  beginning  of 
summer,  lost  her  appetite  and  sleep,  hav- 
ing had  amenorrhoea  for  three  months ; 
she  was  occasionally  feverish,  but  was 
relieved  by  the  exhibition  of  a pur- 
gative ; she  could  attend  to  her  do- 
mestic concerns.  This  state  lasted 
five  or  six  weeks  ; she  had  a little 
cough,  and  brought  up  some  puru- 
lent sputa:  this,  when  Mr.  Orban 
was  consulted,  had  increased,  and 
she  expectorated  an  ounce  of  thick 
and  green  matter,  with  mucus.  These 
symptoms  seemed  sufficiently  to  cha- 
racterize her  disease.  She  became 
more  emaciated,  the  pulse  was  quick 
and  small,  especially  in  the  evening  ; 
she  perspired  every  morning,  and  lost 

her 
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her  voice  for  some  hours  after.  The 
pills  were  given,  one  four  times  in 
the  day,  with  a glass  of  the  acidulated 
drink.  She  was  however  averse  to 
liquids,  and  would  not  take  more 
than  two  pints  in  the  day : for  break- 
fast she  had  a small  dish  of  coffee, 
and  a morsel  of  bread : her  dinner 
was  of  a soup  made  with  vegetables, 
and  a morsel  of  bread  with  currant 
jelly : occasionally  she  had  the  wing 
of  a chicken,  or  half  an  artichoke, 
and  bread  instead  of  soup.  She  was 
naturally  a spare  eater,  but  she  lost 
all  appetite  after  continuing  this  regi- 
men for  three  weeks:  she  then  brought 
up  about  two  ounces  of  purulent 
sputa,  besides  much  mucus ; the 
cough  was  not  harassing : she  had 

no  sleep ; her  night  sweats  were  not 
copious.  This  lady  became  wearied 
of  her  medicines,  and  difficult  as  to 
her  food,  of  which,  during  a fortnight, 
she  took  nothing  solid.  The  cough 
had  become  during  the  day  more 
7 dry. 
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dry,  lier  sweats  had  disappeared,  she 
slept  a little  at  night,  her  colour  im- 
proved, her  pulse  was  less  quick ; 
she  had  now  been  six  weeks  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Orban,  when  her  ap- 
petite returned,  and  he  had  great  dif- 
ficulty in  preventing  her  from  excesses 
on  that  score ; he  restricted  her  to  a 
little  panada  for  dinner,  only  allow- 
ing her  that  repast ; as  he  had  ob- 
served, that  the  functions  of  the  sto- 
mach in  phthisis  are  either  very  slow, 
when  they  are  good,  or  very  rapid 
when  disordered,  in  which  last  case 
the  diarrhoea  comes  on,  and  by  it  the 
undigested  aliment  is  carried  off. 

Soon  after  he  allowed  her  a dish 
of  coffee  for  her  breakfast,  and  increas- 
ed her  other  food ; the  expectoration 
diminished,  the  cough  became  dry 
and  sonorous,  her  colour,  flesh,  and 
strength  returned  : she  had  taken  the 
medicines  more  than  two  months ; 
in  a third  month  she  was  tolerably 
well  recovered,  free  from  cough  or 

other 
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other  inconvenience.  Two  years  after 
she  took  cold,  and  had  a cough, 
which  passed  off  without  any  as- 
sistance. 


CASE  TIL 

A gentleman,  who  had  been  ill  six 
months,  and  was  in  the  last  stage 
of  phthisis,  was  spitting  daily  three 
ounces  of  purulent  matter,  and  also 
mucus  ; his  pulse  was  small  and 
quick ; he  had  three  or  four  putrid 
colliquative  stools  in  the  same  period ; 
his  urine  deficient.  Mr.  Orban  would 
have  confined  him  to  the  sole  use  of 
the  drink,  to  which  he  would  not 
consent,  and  he  took  of  it  scarcely  a 
bottle  per  day : he  did  not  give  the 
pills,  having  observed  that  they  do 
more /harm  than  good  when  there  is 
colliquation : in  a fortnight  the  ex- 
pectoration diminished,  from  his  inabi- 
lity to  cough,  and  he  died  from  the 

colli- 
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colliquative  flux,  which  Mr.  Orban 
thinks,  if  he  could  have  restrained, 
he  would  have  succeeded  with  the 
fever,  as  he  held  the  former  to  be 
the  effect  of  perverted  action  in  the 
stomach  and  intestines. 


CASE  IV. 

A gentleman,  aged  25,  already  a 
year  ill  with  pulmonic  complaints, 
expectorating  two  or  three  ounces 
daily  of  purulent  and  mucous  matter, 
and  having  his  bowels  much  relaxed, 
with  a nightly  accession  of  fever,  was 
Mr.  Orban  s next  patient,  and  of 
whose  cure  he  did  not  despair. 

H e was  put  on  a strict  regimen, 
and  took  the  nine  pills,  and  three 
pints  of  the  acidulated  drink  in  the  24 
hours  ; he  derived  from  these  an  evi- 
dent advantage,  but  after  some  days 
he  grew  wearied  of  this  regimen,  and 
used  the  pills  alone,  in  which  he  l^ad 
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great  faith ; but  in  a few  weeks  he 
fell  a martyr  to  the  disease,  or  his 
own  imprudence. 


CASE  V. 

A young  man  became  pulmonic 
after  a haemoptysis ; had  lost  flesh, 
was  very  weak,  and  without  appetite ; 
was  feverish  at  night,  and  had  diar- 
rhoea : he  spit  up,  with  ease,  two  or 
three  ounces  of  purulent  sputa,  some- 
times mixed  with  blood ; but  he  re- 
tained this  as  much  as  possible  from 
his  fear  of  coughing,  and  on  which 
account  he  seldom  spoke.  He  was 
put  on  the  regimen  and  treatment 
above  described,  except  that  the  juice 
of  lemons  was  substituted  for  the  vine- 
gar : during  the  first  days^  the  fever 
and  diarrhoea  had  left  him,  and  his 
appetite  had  returned ; but  twenty 
days  after  the  flux  became  colliqua- 
tive, 
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tive,  and  he  died  shortly  afterwards. 
Mr.  Orban  reproaches  himself  with 
two  errors  in  this  case ; the  first,  in 
having  undertaken  a cure  in  which, 
from  the  distance  of  his  abode,  he 
could  not  visit  his  patient;  the  second, 
in  having  substituted  the  lemon  juice 
for  the  vinegar  ; he  was  led  into  this 
last  mistake  by  the  two  following  suc- 
cessful cases,  in  which  he  did  not 
use  vinegar. 


CASE  VL 

A gentleman,  aged  38,  after  the 
retrocession  of  a humour  which  affected 
his  upper  lip,  had  cough,  and  ex- 
pectorated about  three  ounces  of  mu- 
cous and  purulent  matter  ; he  had 
violent  night  sweats.  He  was  put 
on  the  regimen,  and  instead  of  the 
drink,  had  the  same  quantity  of  a 
decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  with  thice 
ounces  of  syrup  of  lemon,  and  nine 
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of  the  pills,  daily.  The  sweats  dis- 
appeared after  three  weeks,  but  the 
expectoration  was  the  same  ; yet  on 
the  appearance  of  an  eruption  on 
his  chest,  he  recruited,  and  in  six 
weeks  the  sputa  were  reduced  to  an 
ounce  ; he  continued  the  same  treat- 
ment three  months,  and  was  per- 
fectly cured. 


CA  SE  VII. 

A lady,  aged  36,  for  some  years 
was  losing  flesh  ; she  was  the  mother 
of  six  children,  and  had  besides  many 
troubles  and  difficulties  to  contend 
with.  When  Mr.  Orban  was  con- 
sulted, she  had  for  two  months  ex- 
pectorated more  than  an  ounce  daily 
of  thick  and  green  matter,  this  chiefly 
in  the  morning;  she  had  night  sweats; 
her  pulse  was  always  small ; she  still 
attended  to  her  domestic  concerns. 
Her  diet  was  reduced,  and  she  took 

nine 
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nine  pills  ; and  as  she  objected  to 
vinegar,  she  had  the  diluted  sulphu- 
ric acid  in  a decoction  of  liquorice 
and  sorrel  root ; she  also  drank  daily 
of  lemonade  made  with  hot  water. 

This  treatment  was  continued  six 
months ; the  exercise  she  used  was 
rather  increased,  than  the  food  she 
took,  and  all  her  bad  symptoms 
gradually  ceased;  the  night  sweats 
had  disappeared  a few  days  after  she 
began  the  regimen.  The  cough  lasted 
two  months  after  the  expectoration 
had  ceased ; she  has  continued  in 
good  health  several  years. 


CA  SE  VIIL 

A gentleman,  aged  35,  from  vari- 
ous afflictions,  felt  into  a state  of 
languor  and  loss  of  strength ; this, 
after  ten  months,  brought  on  the  sud- 
den expectoration  of  a quantity  of 

thick, 
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thick,  fetid,  and  green  matter,  streak- 
ed with  blood : these  symptoms  were 
attended  with  diarrhoea  and  extreme 
emaciation  : he  took  the  acidulated 
drink  only  : the  first  day  he  had  spit 
up  eight  ounces,  the  second  not  more 
than  four,  and  in  a few  days  the 
sputa  became  less  fetid  ; this  dimi- 
nished gradually  for  a fortnight,  and 
the  streaks  of  blood  did  not  return. 
He  followed  this  treatment  for  three 
months  and  was  cured. 


CASE  IX, 

A gentleman,  aged  52,  of  a deli- 
cate and  spare  habit  of  body,  but  living 
regula  ly,  had  suffered  six  weeks  from 
a violent  catarrh  ; he  spit  in  the 
24  hours  five  ounces,  half  of  which 
was  viscid  mucus ; his  bowels  free, 
but  without  flux ; his  pulse  small 
and  feverish,  with  loss  of  appetite, 

indi- 
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indicated  the  danger  of  his  state.  He 
took  the  drink  and  pills,  and  though 
his  usual  diet  was  temperate,  it  was 
reduced  to  a third  of  the  quantity. 
The  first  week  his  night  sweats  ceas- 
ed, and  his  pulse  became  more  quiet; 
soon  after  his  expectoration  dimi- 
nished, and  in  five  weeks  entirely  ceas- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  a little  in 
the  morning.  His  bowels  were  con- 
stipated ; he  was  so  well  as  to  attend 
to  his  affairs,  and  returned  to  his 
usual  mode  of  living,  contrary  to  Mr. 
Orban’s  advice  ; in  consequence  of 
this,  in  less  than  a month,  his  com- 
plaints returned,  without  any  catarrh 
having  preceded  ; and  though  he  took 
the  same  means  as  before,  he  was 
three  months  before  he  recovered  his 
health. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Orban  observes, 
that  the  common  catarrh  cedes  readily 
to  this  drink,  care  being  taken  to  pre- 
scribe a strict  regimen  at  dinner,  and 
to  interdict  any  meal  following. 
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He  asserts  also,  that  these  means 
will  cure  those  inveterate  dry  coughs 
which  so  often  give  rise  to  phthisis, 
if  the  patient,  when  recovered,  con- 
tinue to  use  daily  exercise  and  the 
regimen  above  described. 

He  states,  that  persons  of  irritable 
habits,  and  those  liable  to  hysteric 
complaints,  need  in  no  wise  fear  mak- 
ing use  of  these  means. 

He  concludes  by  saying,  that  all 
his  wishes  will  be  satisfied,  if  these 
remedies,  of  whose  efficacy  he  is  fully 
persuaded,  being  thus  more  generally 
known,  become  more  extensively  use- 
ful to  mankind. 


XIX.  A Cast 
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XIX.  ^ Case  of  Elephantiasis.  Edward 
Roberts,  M.D.  F.R.S.  See.  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  7th  March,  1815. 

Charles  Uncle,  between  14  and 
15  years  of  age,  came  under  my  care 
in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  June 
7,  1814,  and  from  his  relation,  it 
appeared  that  he  was  born  at  Au- 
gusta, in  Georgia,  North  America, 
of  English  parents,  who  were  healthy, 
and  his  ancestors  hardy  and  robust ; 
that  soon  after  his  birth,  he  was  taken 
to  the  Bahama  Islands,  was  latterly 
employed  on  board  a ship,  and  about 
a year  ago  was  sent  to  Ein gland  as  a 
cabin-boy ; that  during  the  voyage, 
after  being  obliged  to  sleep  on  the 
deck,  exposed  to  rain  for  three  suc- 
cessive nights,  he  felt  heavy  and  un- 
well, and  soon  afterwards  his  head 
began  to  swell,  his  eyelids,  and  the 
lobes  of  his  ears  to  enlarge,  and  tu- 
bercles to  appear  over  the  face ; his 
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breath  became  offensive,  his  urine 
thick,  and  his  genitals  diminished  in 
size,  from  which  also  the  hair  disap- 
peared, as  well  as  from  the  eyebrows 
andwmpits;  that  after  his  landing, 
some  tubercles  were  formed  also  on 
the  hands  and  feet,  and  he  confessed, 
what  might  refisonably  be  expected, 
that  he  had  no  sexual  desires. 

His  countenance  was  much  de- 
formed by  these  elevations,  his  lips 
were  swollen,  and  became  intersected 
with  fossae  ; the  alae  of  the  nose  were 
enlarged,  flattened,  and  scabrous,  so 
as  somewhat  to  impede  respiration, 
and  from  the  disease  extending  to  the 
throat,  particularly  over  the  uvula 
and  tonsils,  the  gums  feeing  at  the 
same  time  tumid  and  highly  vascu- 
lar, the  voice  was  weak  and  hoarse  ; 
there  were,  besides,  glandular  tu- 
mours near  the  groin  on  both  sides. 

The  tuberculated  parts  were  nearly 
of  the  same  colour  as  the  rest  of  the 
skin,  and  were  so  insensible,  that  sca- 
rification. 
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rification,  which  had  been  practised 
upon  some  of  them,  had  hardly  given 
him  any  pain,  and  the  greatest  in- 
convenience he  felt  was  from  the 
itching  of  the  affected  parts,  from 
some  of  which  a sanious  fluid  was 
d scharged,  succeeded  by  a scab ; on 
others,  a superficial  ulceration  took 
place,  and  from  many,  a furfurace- 
ous  scaling  of  the  cuticle.  He  com- 
plained at  times  of  headache,  and 
observed  that  he  never  perspired,  but 
in  other  respects  said  that  he  was  not 
unwell,  having  a very  good  appetite 
and  regular  bowels.  It  appeared  that 
he  had  never  seen  any  one  affected 
with  a similar  disease. 

This  was  clearly  a confirmed  case 
of  elephantiasis  Graecoriim  (lepra  Ara- 
bum)  so  accurately  described  by  Hr. 
T.  Heberden,  in  the  first  volume 
of  the  Medical  Transactions,  as  it 
occu  s in  the  Island  of  Madeira, 
and  lately  further  illustrated  by  Dr. 
Adams, 

It 
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It  appeared  that  this  patient  had 
already  taken  liquor  arseoicalis  with- 
out success,  and  I directed  acid,  ni- 
tric. ex  decoct,  sarsap.  cosiip.  in  large 
and  repeated  doses,  with  the  full  diet, 
and  a pint  of  porter  daily  ; and 
under  this  plan  of  treatment,  the 
disease  sensibly  diminished,  but  soon 
afterwards  increasing,  he  took  hy- 
drarg.  submur.  gr.  i cum  extract,  co- 
nii  gr.  v.  every  night,  in  addition  to 
the  former  prescription,  but  without 
any  good  effect.  Trial  was  then  made 
of  acid,  phosphor,  and  afterwards  cin- 
chona cum  potass,  nitrat.  decoct,  dul- 
camarae  & pil.  hydrarg.  submuriat. 
also  acid,  sulphuric,  with  no  abate- 
ment, but  rather  an  increase  of  the 
disorder. 

Seeing  therefore  little  probability 
of  relieving  my  patient  by  medical 
treatment  alone,  and  that  his  powers 
rather  declined,  his  appetite  continu- 
ing at  the  same  time  unimpaired ; and 
reffecting  that  the  lower  class  of  per- 
sons 
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sons  were  chiefly  the  subjects  of  this 
complaint,  occurring,  as  it  frequent- 
ly does,  in  catholic  states,  where 
meagre  days  are  observed,  I directed 
for  him,  October  4,  a full  and  in- 
vigorating regimen,  consisting  of  a 
pound  of  meat,  with  the  usual  allow- 
ance of  bread,  &c.  a pint  of  Port 
wine,  and  a pint  of  porter  daily, 
which  he  continued  for  some  months, 
when  after  taking  decoct,  cinchon. 
cum  tinct.  cinchon.  comp,  every  six 
hours,  on  account  of  a herpetic 
eruption  which  appeared  on  the  ab- 
domen, attended  with  fever,  and  which 
was  soon  relieved,  he  appeared  with 
a most  striking  general  improvement 
in  the  tubercular  disease;  and  though 
afterwards  affected  with  a diarrhoea 
and  some  cough,  he  still  continued 
to  make  progress  towards  recovery 
from  the  original  complaint,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  hydrarg.  submuriat. 
gt.  j.  cum  rhei  gr.  v.  et  opii  gr.  i every 
other  night,  and  the  vapour  of  hot 
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water  to  the  face,  and  warm  fomen- 
tations to  the  extremities,  the  whole  of 
the  tubercles,  becoming  softer,  subsided, 
and  the  surface  at  length  healing,  he 
exhibited  an  entire  new  countenance, 
so  that  I scarcely  knew  him,  and  on 
February  10,  1815,  was  well  enough 
to  be  discharged  from  the  hospital, 
in  order  that  he  might  go  to  his  pa^ 
rents  in  Devonshire. 

I have  been  able  to  find  but  one 
case  of  this  disease,  which  is  recorded 
in  the  paper  of  Dr.  T.  Heberden,  be- 
fore alluded  to,  where  a similar  result 
of  the  softening  and  healing  of  the 
tubercles  took  place,  which  both  phy- 
sician and  patient  attributed  to  an 
electuary  composed  of  three  parts  of 
cinchona  and  one  of  sassafras,  taken 
in  the  quantity  of  a large  nutmeg, 
night  and  morning ; a regular,  and 
probably  more  nourishing  diet,  than 
the  patient  had  been  accustomed  to, 
being  at  the  same  time  allowed. 

This  complaint  seems  to  be  no  where 
* gene- 
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generated  but  in  tropical  climates, 
and  from  the  insensibility  of  the  tu* 
berculated  parts,  does  not  appear  to 
extend,  in  its  primitive  state,  below 
the  rete  mucosum ; but  such  im- 
portant deviations  from  the  natural 
state  can  hardly  exist  without  some 
general  cause  of  disease,  so  difficult 
of  removal  indeed,  as  usually  to  af- 
ford a case,  where  it  most  frequently 
occurs,  hopeless  as  to  its  event,  and 
almost  disregarded. 
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XX.  Case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  in  which  the 
Uterus  and  Spleen  were  principallii  affected. 
By  Hugh  Ley,  M.D.  Physician- Accou- 
cheur to  the  W zstminster  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital. Communicated  by  W.  G.  Maton, 

' M.D.  F.R.S.  ^-c.  ^c. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  3d  February,  1815. 

Ann  Taylor,  aged  about  28  years, 
of  a dark,  swarthy  complexion,  and 
exhibiting  signs  of  the  melancholic  ' 
temperament,  was  admitted  into  the 
Westminster  Lying-in  Hospital,  on 
the  evening  of  the  25th  of  September, 
1814.  Little  or  no  progress  bad 
been  made  in  her  labour ; she  was 
delivered  however  in  three  hours  after 
her  admission,  by  Mr.  King,  an  in- 
dustrious and  intelligent  student. 
Nothing  untoward  occurred  in  her 
delivery.  Her  labour  was  in  every 
respect  perfectly  natural;  the  dilatation 
of  the  os  uteri  being  rapidly  progres- 
sive, the  presentation  most  favour- 
able, and  the  external  parts  easily 

“ dilatable.” 
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**  dilatable.”  As  soon  as  the  division 
of  the  funis  had  been  effected,  and 
the  infant  delivered  to  the  ordinary 
attendant,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
placenta  had  been  separated  by  the 
contractions  of  the  uterus,  and  was 
already  lodged  in  the  Vagina,  In  a 
few  minutes  it  was  Avholly  expelled 
by  the  natural  efforts  of  the  Avoman, 
no  assistance  having  been  given  by 
the  funis.  An  opiate  having  been 
administered,  she  Avas  put  to  bed. 
1 he  ordinary  treatment  of  the  house 
Avas  had  recourse  to.  She  Avas  con- 
fined to  a loAv  diet,  consisting  solely 
of  vegetable  decoctions,  and  strict  ab- 
stinence from  the  use  of  fermented 
liquors  Avas  enjoined.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning,  as  she  complained  of  a 
slightly  painful  affection  of  the  sto- 
mach, her  boAvels  Avere  opened  by  a 
solution  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
in  the  infusion  of  senna,  and  by  tins 
she  was  completely  relieved. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  my 
VoL.  V.  X attendance 
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attendance  was  desired  at  the  hospital 
on  account  of  the  serious  indisposi- 
tion of  this  woman.  She  complained 
of  intense  pain  over  the  whole  abdo- 
men, and  especially  in  the  umbilical 
region.  It  was  acute  and  permanent, 
and  upon  making  even  inconsiderable 
pressure  over  any  part  of  the  abdo- 
minal cavity,  the  pain  became  excru- 
ciating and  insupportable.  There  was 
at  the  same  time  some  slight  fulness 
of  the  abdomen,  without  however  any 
considerable  degree  of  tension. 

These  symptoms  of  local  disease 
were  accompanied  with  much  consti- 
tutional affection.  She  had  been  at-  [ 
tacked  on  the  day  preceding  with  ] 
cold  chills,  amounting  even  to  shiver- 
ing, succeeded  by,  and  alternating 
with  irregular  flushes  of  heat,  head- 
ache,  pain  in  the  loins,  and  wander- 
ing  pains  of  the  limbs.  Her  head- 
ache  now  continued  ; she  complained  | 
of  restlessness,  with  great  prostration  j 
of  strength  and  depression  of  spirits,  I 

her  ' 


6 


TRANSACTIONS.  307 

her  countenance  being  strongly  im- 
pressed with  anxiety.  The  pulse  was 
frequent,  exceeding  120  in  a minute, 
of  contracted  diameter  and  hard  ; the 
respiration  hurried  and  anxious.  Her 
thirst  was  insatiable  ; the  tongue,  to- 
wards its  middle,  had  a thick  white 
tenacious  crust,  the  edges  being  of  a 
bright  red  colour.  She  had  some  de- 
gree of  nausea,  without  however  any 
effort  to  vomit;  and  her  bowels,  which 
had  been  previously  confined,  were 
now  under  the  influence  of  a cathartic, 
which  had  produced  several  liquid 
evacuations.  These  were  however  in 
small  quantity,  dark  coloured,  and 
highly  offensive.  The  skin  was  dry 
and  pungently  hot.  The  urine  was 
discharged  without  difficulty,  but  in 
small  quantity  ; it  was  high  coloured, 
and  deposited  a copious  sediment. 
Her  milk,  of  which  she  had  little  on 
the  preceding  day,  now  wholly  disap- 
peared, and  the  lochial  discharge  was 
inconsiderable,  and  slightly  offensive. 

X 2 These 
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These  symptoms  appearing  to  jus- 
tify and  require  the  use  of  the  lancet, 
1 directed  her  to  be  bled  immediately. 
I remained  with  her  until  this  had 
been  accomplished,  keeping  my  finger 
upon  the  artery  of  the  opposite  wrist 
during  the  operation.  The  frequency 
of  the  pulse  was  scarcely  altered  as 
the  evacuation  proceeded,  though  its 
first  effect  was  evidently  to  increase 
its  volume.  Having  taken  from  12 
to  14  ounces  of  blood,  as  I found 
the  pulse  becoming  languid,  without 
however  any  other  signs  of  syncope, 
I directed  the  arm  to  be  tied  up  ; as 
I conceived  the  evacuations  from  her 
bowels,  although  frequent,  to  be  in- 
sufficient, and  affording  evidence  of 
the  undue  retention  of  feculent  dis- 
charges, I gave  instructions  for  the 
immediate  exhibition  of  a strong  ca- 
thartic, the  basis  of  which  was  calo- 
mel ; and  this  to  be  followed  up  by 
divided  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia : and  unless  in  the  evening  the 

• pain 
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pain  should  have  completely  cq^ised, 
I desired  that  a blister  might  be  ap- 
plied. 

On  the  following  morning  her 
symptoms  were  much  relieved  ; she 
scarcely  at  all  complained  of  internal 
pain,  and  she  could  shift  her  position 
without  inconvenience.  The  frequency 
of  pulse  was  diminished,  as  were  also 
the  thirst  and  heat  of  surface  : the 
tongue  was  more  clean,  and  her 
bowels  had  been  well  opened,  highly 
discoloured,  and  offensive  evacuations 
having  been  produced  by  the  medi- 
cines administered : the  alvine  dis- 

charges too  had  now  become  fecu- 
lent and  somewhat  scybalous.  She 
had  still  however  no  milk,  and  the  lo- 
chia were  still  in  trifling  quantity. 
She  had  moreover  passed  a night  of 
restlessness,  which  she  ascribed  to  the 
irritation  of  the  blister. 

By  repeating  small  doses  of  laxa- 
tive medicines,  especially  the  salines, 
she  so  far  recovered,  that  I felt  justi- 
fied 
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fied  in  taking  my  leave,  giving  general 
directions  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
her  bowels,  and  to  apply  to  Dr. 
Gooch,  >^  hose  month  of  attendance 
had  commenced,  in  case  of  a re- 
lapse. 

Having,  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  of  October,  occasion  to  visit  the 
hospital  on  account  of  the  engage- 
ments of  Dr.  Gooch,  I was  requested 
by  him  to  see  two  cases,  to  which  he 
had  been  called  on  the  preceding 
evening.  One  of  these  1 found  to  be 
my  former  patient,  whom  I had  sup- 
posed to  be  by  this  time  fully  reco- 
vered. Thinking  her  case  desperate, 
I hastened  to  request  the  advice  of 
our  consulting  physician.  Dr.  Maton, 
who  readily  consented  to  meet  me  in 
the  evening.  We  found  her  labour- 
ing under  much  constitutional  irrita- 
tion, without  any  apparent  propor- 
tional local  affection.  She  complained 
of  pain  in  no  part,  and  could  bear 
considerable  pressure  on  every  part 

» of 
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of  the  abdomen,  which  was  little, 
if  at  all,  enlarged ; she  had  some 
heat  of  skin,  with  moisture  which  ap- 
proached to  clamminess.  Her  pulse 
was  rapid,  small,  and  compressible  ; 
her  respiration  frequent,  anxious,  and 
even  somewhat  laborious ; her  coun- 
tenance and  eyes  were  suffused  with 
a yellow  colour  ; her  cheeks  exhibit- 
ing the  circumscribed  redness  of  hec- 
tic ; her  tongue  was  foul,  and  al- 
though she  did  not  complain  of  thirst, 
she  took  fluids  in  small  quantity 
when  offered  to  her,  and  seemed  to 
be  refreshed  by  them.  Her  stomach 
had  become  extremely  irritable,  re- 
jecting every  thing  which  she  had 
taken  in  the  way  of  nourishment,  to 
which  indeed  she  had  little  inclina- 
tion. 

Upon  making  inquiries  as  to  her 
state  in  the  interval  between  my  at- 
tendance and  the  evening  when  Dr. 
Gooch  was  sent  for,  I was  informed, 

that 


MEDICAL 


\ 


312  , 

t4iat  though  she  had  kept  her  bed, 
she  had  made  no  complaints,  had  not 
refused  to  take  food,  had  been  cheer- 
ful, and  even  jocular ; but  that  her 
bowels  had  been  obstinately  consti- 
pated. 

For  the  symptoms  under  which  she 
now  labou.ed  we  had  difficulty  in 
accounti  ig;  they  seemed  to  indicate 
the  existence  of  some  visceral  affec- 
tion, but  to  what  organ  to  refer,  as 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  in  the  absence 
of  all  pathog  .omonic  symptoms  to 
direct  our  judgment,  we  were  unable 
to  determine.  We  had  reason  to  sus- 
pect however  the  existence  of  some 
biliary  obstruction.  She  had  indeed 
complained  of  no  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  liver,  but  her  countenance  ex- 
hibited a jaundiced  appearance  ; her 
urine  had  a bilious  tinge,  and  her 
bowels  had  resisted  the  most  power- 
ful purgatives  ; even  10  grains  of 
calomel,  which  had  been  administered 

on 
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on  the  preceding  evening,  had  prodiiC“ 
ed  little  or  no  effect.  It  was  now  there- 
fore judged  expedient  to  keep  up  an 
action  upon  her  bowels,  if  possible, 
and  with  this  view,  as  her  stomach 
was  so  irritable,  that  neither  nourish- 
ment nor  medicines  of  any  bulk  could 
be  retained,  and  as  it  was  found  in 
this  case  that  calomel,  failing  to  pro- 
duce any  purgative  effect,  had  in- 
creased the  general  irritation  of  the 
system  ; pills,  the  basis  of  which  was 
the  compound  extract  of  colocynth, 
were  directed  to  be  given  till  they  pro- 
duced their  effect. 

On  the  following  morning,  to  our 
surprise,  we  found  her  sinking ; the 
pulse  had  become  incalculably  rapid, 
indistinct,  and  occasionally  intermit- 
ting; the  surface  was  moist  and  clam- 
my, the  extremities  cold;  the  respira- 
tion had  become  laborious,  the  eyes 
sunk  in  their  sockets,  the  intellect 
wavering,  the  lips  livid,  and  the  coun- 
tenance ghastly.  Cordials  were  ad- 
ministered 
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ministered  in  vain  ; she  expired  on 
the  same  eveninsr. 

O 


DISSECTION. 

On  opening  the  general  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  few  marks  of  inflam- 
mation could  be  immediately  detect- 
ed, and  indeed  had  not  the  attention 
been  particularly  directed,  by  the  pre- 
ceding symptoms,  to  its  investing 
membrane,  the  very  slight  turges- 
cence  of  vessels  which  this  exhibited 
would  altogether  have  eluded  obser- 
vation. 

The  serum  contained  in  the  cavity 
of  the  peritonaeum  did  not  exceed  an 
ounce,  and  this  not  assuming  the  ap- 
pearance so  commonly  observed  in 
the  puerperal  peritonitis,  but  re- 
sembling that  which  is  effused  under 
other  circumstances,  or  into  those 
other  cavities  of  the  body,  which  are 

lined 
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lined  by  a serous  membrane,  pos- 
sessing indeed  a community  of  ge- 
neral properties  with  that  serum,  which 
may  be  obtained  by  spontaneous  se- 
paration from  a portion  of  the  general 
circulating  mass. 

On  tracing  the  course  of  the  intes- 
tines, no  preternatural  thickening  of 
their  tunics,  no  adhesion  between  their 
contiguous  parts  appeared  ; no  co- 
agulable  lymph  had  been  effused  upon 
their  surfaces,  nor  were  there  any 
shreds  of  the  same  substance  floating 
in  the  serum.  In  one  part  of  the  in- 
testinal tube,  however,  there  was  a 
slight  exception  to  its  generally  healthy 
aspect:  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon,  exhibited  unequivocal  marks 
of  its  having  been  the  subject  of  slight 
inflammation  ; it  adhered  slightly  to 
a part,  which,  although  much  altered 
in  its  appearance  and  structure,  was 
recognised  as  the  left  Fallopian  tube, 
and  was  slightly  red,  especially  at 
that  part  where  the  two  layers  of  pe- 
ritonaeum 
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ritonaeum  divaricate  to  cover  that  por- 
tion of  the  canal.  The  agglutina- 
tion however  of  these  contiguous  parts 
could  be  with  facility  separated  by 
the  finger  ; it  was  evidently  of  recent 
formation,  and  might  perhaps  be  con- 
sidered rather  as  an  extension  by  con- 
tiguous syinpathy  (to  adopt  the 
phraseology  of  Mr.  John  Hunter)  of 
a disease  originally  affecting  the  Fal- 
lopian tube  of  that  side,  than  as  a 
primary  disease  of  the  part  itself.  It 
was  in  the  uterus  and  its  appendages 
on  the  left  side,  that  we  found  the 
principal  seat  of  the  disease,  which 
to  appearance  proved  destructive  to 
the  patient. 

The  uterus,  which  was  scarcely 
more  enlarged  than  we  might  expect 
to  find  it  at  such  a period  after  de- 
livery, exhibited  externally  slight 
marks  of  inflammation  ; its  peritonseal 
covering  was  more  red  and  somewhat 
thicker  than  usual,  especially  towards 
that  part  of  the  fundus,  where  the  left 

Fallopian 


TRANSACTIONS.  317 

Fallopian  tube  emerges  from  the  ute- 
rus. The  thickness  of  its  parietes 
was  not  much  augmented,  the  mus- 
cular structure  was  more  pallid  than 
is  common,  whilst  the  principal  ves- 
sels, which  could  be  observed  ramify- 
ing through  its  substance,  were  en- 
larged and  turgid.  On  laying  open 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  a striking 
change  of  organic  structure  exhibited 
itself ; no  appearance  of  mucous 
membrane  remained  ; the  whole  sur- 
face had  assumed  a gangrenous  ap- 
pearance, was  extremely  irregular,  and 
of  a dark  livid  or  greenish  hue;  and 
these  appearances  were  accompanied 
with  considerable  foetor.  Towards 
the  fundus,  which  appeared  to  have 
suffered  most,  were  found  portions 
of  coagulated  blood,  adhering  firmly 
to  the  uterus,  and  much  resembling 
polypi.  One  of  the  largest  of  these 
substances  occupied  the  left  angle  of 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  covering,  as 
nearly  as  we  could  judge  in  such  an 

altered 
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altered  state  of  parts,  the  exit  of  the 
Fallopian  tube  on  that  side  : this,  with 
the  ovary  on  the  same  side,  were  ma- 
terially altered  in  their  structure ; they 
had  lost  their  natural  character,  and 
appeared  now  to  consist  only  of  a 
cellular  tissue,  whose  cavities  had  been 
filled  by  a serous  exudation.  In  se- 
parating the  uterus  from  its  connex- 
ions, with  a view  to  a more  delibe- 
rate and  accurate  examination  of  its 
state,  the  incision  was  unfortunately 
not  made  sufficiently  low  in  the  pel- 
vis to  include  the  os  uteri.  Of  its 
state  therefore  we  had  no  means  of 
obtaining  accurate  information.  It  is 
reasonable  to  conclude,  however,  that 
it  had  partaken  of  the  disease,  since 
the  whole  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus 
was  affected,  and  even  in  that  part 
of  the  vagina  which  could  be  sub- 
mitted to  ocular  inspection,  by  the 
separation  from  each  other  of  the  la- 
bia, some  degree  of  livid  discolora- 
tion could  be  observed.  It  is  possi- 
ble 
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ble  however  that  this  might  have 
arisen  from  the  passage  over  its  sur- 
face of  a fluid  formed  in  the  uterus, 
and  not  altogether  from  the  effect  of 
disease,  attacking  at  least  the  inferior 
part  of  the  vagina. 

The  liver  was  of  its  natural  size, 
and  healthy  in  its  structure.  The 
gall-bladder  was  not  at  all  distended 
with  bile,  although  it  contained  a 
small  quantity,  and  there  were  no 
biliary  concretions  found  either  in  it 
or  in  the  cystic,  hepatic,  or  common 
bile-duct. 

The  pancreas  and  stomach  appear- 
ed to  have  undergone  no  morbid 
change. 

The  spleen,  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  its  convex  surface,  adhered 
to  that  portion  of  peritoneeum,  which, 
situated  opposite  to  it,  lines  the  left 
hypochondrium.  In  attempting  to 
destroy  this  connexion  by  the  hand, 
it  was  stripped  of  that  portion  of  its 
peritonaeal  covering.  Internally  this 

vise  us 
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viscus  had  undergone  a very  extraor- 
dinary  morbid  alteration  ; its  texture 
was  so  changed,  as  to  resemble  an  ex- 
tremely soft  piece  of  sponge,  of  which 
the  cells  had  been  filled  by  an  inti- 
mate mixture  of  pus  and  of  grumous 
blood.  On  placing  it  in  water,  for 
the  purpose  of  washing  out  this  mat- 
ter, the  whole  organ  exhibited  an  ap- 
pearance, somewhat  resembling  that 
of  a lung  exposed  to  long  continued 
maceration,  to  illustrate  its  great  vas- 
cidarity.  Innumerable  ramifications 
of  vessels,  of  which  the  connecting 
medium  had  been  destroyed,  floated 
separately  in  the  water,  rising  from 
every  point  of  the  superficies  of  the 
organ.  These  vessels,  in  their  ex- 
treme minuteness,  and  the  immen- 
sity of  their  number,  might  be  com- 
pared with  justice  to  the  small  fibres 
which  compose  the  down  of  the  swan ; 
nor  did  this  exceed  in  softness  the 
impression,  which  was  occasioned  by 
passing  the  hand  over  the  surface  of 

the 
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the  spleen,  which  now  appeared  to 
consist  wholly  of  a congeries  of  mi- 
nute vessels,  deprived  by  interstitial 
or  ulcerative  absorption  of  their  con- 
necting cellular  membrane,  and  of  the 
parenchyraaloiis  substance,  if  such 
exist,  independently  of  the  vascular 
and  nervous  systems,  and  the  con- 
necting membrane.  The  contents 
of  this  spongy  mass  having  been  re- 
moved by  repeated  washing,  some- 
thing like  an  attempt  at  the  forma- 
tion of  cavities  to  contain  the  matter 
manifested  itself ; no  regular  cyst 
however  had  been  formed.  The  pari- 
etes  of  the  abscesses,  (if  abscesses 
they  CQuld  be  called)  were  imperfect 
and  pervious,  being  composed  of 
blood-vessels  running  in  every  con- 
ceivable direction,  and  forming  a thick 
and  beautiful  plexus  or  net-work ; 
each  vessel  however  remaining  as  un- 
connected and  distinct,  as  if  all  its 
surrounding  connexions  had  been  re- 
moved by  the  most  careful  and  accu- 
VoL.  V.  Y rate 
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rate  dissection.  I know  of  no  struc- 
ture in  the  human  body  to  which  I 
can  refer,  to  illustrate  by  its  resem- 
blance the  appearance  which  these 
cavities  assumed,  unless  it  be  the  in- 
ternal formation  of  the  heart.  The 
fleshy  columns  of  this  organ  com- 
pose a beautiful,  intricate,  and  irregu- 
lar net-work,”  and  certainly  bear  a 
distant  resemblance  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  vessels  which  I have  describ- 
ed, although  the  latter  were  infinitely 
more  numerous  and  minute.  The 
ulcerative  process  seemed  in  some  in- 
stances to  have  extended  itself  even 
to  the  coats  of  the  vessels,  some  of 
the  largest  of  which  appeared  to  be 
eroded. 

{ 

The  urinary  organs  had  not  been 

at  all  subjected  to  the  influence  of 
this  disease.  The  kidneys  however 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing a curious  instance  of  the  “ ana- 
tomia  lusoria.”  On  the  first  exami- 
nation of  them  in  situ,  they  appeared 

to 


TRANSACTIONS. 


S2S 


to  have  nothing  peculiar  in  their  form 
or  structure.  When  however  the  sur- 
rounding parts  had  been  removed,  it 
r^as  discovered,  upon  more  accurate 
inspection,  that  the  kidneys,  united 
on  the  spine  by  their  inferior  ex- 
tremities, formed  one  continuous  body 
of  a semilunar  form  ; and  this,  from 
its  general  resemblance  in  shape  to 
the  shoe  of  the  horse,  has,  by  some 
eminent  anatomists  w ho  have  in  their 
possession  instances  of  a similar  struc- 
ture, been  denominated  the  ^ horse- 
shoe kidney.’  The  artery  on-  each 
side  entered  at  the  superior  parts  or 
cornua  of  the  kidney,  while  the  vein 
and  ureter  passed  out  very  near  to 
each  other,  and  at  a part  which  would 
answer  to  the  proper  situation  in  a 
kidney  of  the  ordinary  form.  Their 
relative  situation  however  will  be  bet- 
ter understood  by  reference  to  the 
accompanying  sketch,  taken  from  a 
view  of  the  part  immediately  after  its 
removal  from  the  body,  by  my  very 
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intelligent  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Hare, 
surgeon,  who  obligingly  undertook 
to  conduct  the  dissection  for  me. 

The  bladder  was  of  its  natural  size, 
not  in  the  least  distended,  and  of  a 
perfectly  healthy  aspect. 

It  did  not  appear  that  the  thoracic 
viscera  had  been  affected  by  this  dis- 
ease. The  quantity  of  serum  con- 
tained in  the  pericardium*  scarcely 
exceeded  what  is  usually  found.  The 
heart  appeared  healthy  in  size  and 
texture  ; the  lungs  had  undergone  no 
morbid  change  j the  pleura  pulmona- 
lis  of  the  left  side  adhered  by  every 
part  of  its  surface  to  the  contiguous 
part  of  the  sac,  which  lines  the  ribs 
and  intercostal  muscles.  These  un- 
natural adhesions  however  appeared 
to  be  the  effect  of  former  disease. 

The  brain  was  not  examined. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Having  now  completed  the  ge- 
neral outline  of  a case,  which  has  ap- 
peared to  those,  in  whose  judgment 
1 have  confidence,  to  be  not  altogether 
devoid  of  interest,  it  may  not  be 
foreign  from  the  leading  object  of  my 
communication,  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion to  those  peculiarities,  by  w hich  it 
is  characterized,  although  the  neces- 
sarily circumscribed  limits  of  a paper 
of  this  kind  will  prevent  my  entering 
so  minutely  into  details  as  either  I 
could  wish,  or  may  appear  necessary, 
for  the  complete  elucidation  of  those 
points  in  pathology,  which  it  is  cal- 
culated to  illustrate. 

The  case  seems  to  afford  proof  and 
illustration  of  a fact,  which  reasoning 
and  observation  conspire  to  prove, 
that  puerperal  inflainmatory  diseases 
are  by  no  means  essentially  connected 
with  the  tediousness  and  difficulty  of 

labour ; 
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labour ; and  indeed  were  I entitled 
to  draw  any  general  conclusion  from 
niy  own  limited  experience,  I should 
not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  in  those 
who,  from  causes  external  or  internal, 
natural  or  artificial,  local  or  general, 
have  gone  through,  with  unusual  cele- 
rity, the  various  stages  of  parturition, 
such  affections  are  more  frequent  in 
their  occurrence,  more  violent  in 
their  operation,  and  more  fatal  in 
their  event,  than  in  those  whose  suf- 
ferings have  been  long  protracted  and 
severe  in  the  course  of  delivery.  But 
upon  this  point,  which  might  lead  me 
into  speculative  inquiries  of  some 
length,  obvious  circumstances  will 
oblige  m.e  to  be  brief.  I shall  venture 
to  consider  the  apophthegm,  common 
in  the  lying-in  room,  that  women 
have  a better  getting  up  after  slow, 
than  after  quick  labours,  as  founded 
on  accurate  observations,”  and  by  no 
means  as  a prejudice  of  the  ^‘profanum 
vulgus,”  unsupported  by  evidence,  and 

conse^ 
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consequently  unworthy  of  attention : 
— and  it  will  be  removing  one  great 
obstacle  to  the  admission  of  the  truth 
of  this  opinion,  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  assumption  (if  that  can  be  termed 
an  assumption,  which  is  a general 
though  vulgar  induction  from  expe- 
rience)  can  do  no  harm,  but  must 
have  a beneficial  influence  on  the 
practice  of  those  engaged  in  obstetri- 
cal pursuits.  This  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  those,  whose  minds,  uninfluenced  by 
the  bias  of  preconceived  opinions,  are 
open  to  the  impressions  of  truth.  To 
such,  a belief  in  the  existence  of  a 
natural  relation  between  the  celerity 
of  labour,  and  the  occurrence  of  pu- 
erperal affections  of  a febrile  and  in- 
flammatory kind-,  cannot  but  incul- 
cate caution  in  the  management  of 
parturient  and  puerperal  tvomen ; it 
will  prevent  an  over  anxiety  in  the 
progress  of  labour  for  its  speedy  ter*^ 
mination,  and  put  an  end  to  the  va- 
rious 
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rioiis  modifications  of  improper  prac- 
tice founded  on  such  solicitude  ; nor 
can  it  fail  to  urge  them  to  an  atten- 
tive and  cautious  observance  of  the 
consequences  of  cases  of  unusually 
quick  labours.  In  these,  which  have 
been  hitherto  too  much  neglected,  the 
baneful  influence  of  an  unrestricted 
regimen  is  more  to  be  dreaded,  than 
even  in  those,  in  the  progress  of  which 
the  woman  has  suflered  long;  and 
violently.  Such  cases  too,  as  they  arise 
from  causes  either  external  or  inter- 
nal, artificial  or  natural,  become  either 
the  direct  causes,  or  the  signs,  of  fu- 
ture disease  : the  extent  and  kind  of 
morbid  affection  being  also  in  some 
measure  influenced  by  the  cause,  in 
proportion  as  this  may  be  local  or 
general.  These  very  general  state- 
ments however  will  become  more  ob- 
vious and  intelligible,  in  their  appli- 
cation to  the  individual  case  in  which 
these  reflections  have  originated,  and 
in  doing  this,  it  will  be  necessary 

to 
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to  bear  in  mind  both  the  general  habit 
of  the  patient,  and  the  circumstances 
of  her  labour. 

The  appearance  of  this  woman,  it 
will  be  recollected,  indicated  that  lan- 
guor of  habit  which  is  characteristic 
of  the  melancholic  temperament. — 
The  indisposition  to  febrile  affections, 
which  usually  accompanies  this  habit 
of  body,  though  it  did  not  wholly 
prevent  the  operation  of  a common 
cause  in  the  production  of  puerperal 
fever,  modified  the  attending  symp- 
toms ; for  notwithstanding  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  investing  mem- 
brane of  the  abdomen  was  extensive 
and  violent,  the  concomitant  fever 
was  not  so  severe  as  I have  frequently 
witnessed,  and  ap|>eared  to  be  checked 
in  limine  by  the  means  adopted  for  its 
cure. 

From  the  general  aspect  of  the  pa- 
tient then,  there  appeared  no  reason 
for  extraordinary  caution  in  guarding 
against  an  attack  of  puerperal  fever. 

But 
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But  in  the  extreme  celerity  of  the  la- 
bour, and  especially  from  the  quick- 
ness with  which  the  uterus,  impatient 
to  be  freed  from  its  contents,  had  by 
its  contractions  separated  the  placen- 
ta, there  appeared  reason  (supposing 
the  connexion  which  I have  endea- 
voured to  trace,  to  have  been  previ- 
ously ascertained)  to  infer  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  irritable  state  of  the 
uterine  system,  as  would  be  sufficient, 
if  not  to  constitute  a strong  predispo- 
sition to  puerperal  fever,  at  least  so  to 
modify  the  disease,  that  the  violence 
of  its  attack  would  be  directed  par- 
ticularly upon  the  uterus  and  its  ap- 
pendages : and  such  appears  to  have 
been  the  case  in  the  instance  be- 
fore us. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  feature  of 
the  present  case,  that  two  organs  so 
remote  from  each  other,  and  possess- 
ing apparently  so  little  mutual  affi- 
nity either  in  structure  or  function, 
should  have  been  so  particularly  af- 
fected, 
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fected,  whilst  all  the  intervening  or- 
gans had  escaped  the  destructive  in- 
fluence of  a disease,  which  had  evi- 
dently been  common  to  the  whole. 
The  co-existence  of  morbid  affections 
of  these  two  organs,  however,  is  by 
no  means  of  unfrequent  occurrence  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  a curious  fact,  that 
few  cases  of  diseased  spleen,  in  the 
female,  have  been  related  by  Morga- 
gni, in  which  there  was  not  some 
concomitant  affection  of  the  uterus, 
or  its  appendages.  Such  cases  ought 
perhaps  to  be  considered  only  as  coin- 
cidences, and  wholly  insufficient  to 
warrant  the  conclusion,  that  there  is 
any  natural  alliance  between  these 
two  organs  ; yet  still  the  fact  is,  to  a 
certain  extent,  interesting  and  deserv- 
ing of  attention. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  notice  a 
difference  of  opinion  which  has  sub- 
sisted, with  regard  to  the  actual  state 
of  the  uterus  in  this  case.  Some, 
more  conversant  with  morbid  dissec- 
tions 
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tions  than  myself,  had  no  doubt  that 
gangrene  had  occurred.  I am  not 
convinced,  however,  that  this  was  ab- 
solutely the  case  ; and  in  supporting 
the  opposite  opinion,  whilst  I am 
sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  an 
eminent  teacher  of  midwifery,  to  whom 
I showed  the  part  soon  after  its  re- 
moval from  the  body,  I am  influenced 
by  the  following  reasons  : First,  be- 
cause, considering  the  extreme  unfre- 
quency of  gangrene  (which  I con- 
ceive to  involve  a total  abolition  of 
vital  power)  of  the  uterus,  I am  un- 
willing, . without  strong  and  irrefra- 
gable proof,  to  admit  its  existence : 
Secondly,  because  in  the  case  before 
us,  there  was  not  that  diminution  of 
the  solidity  of  texture  which  charac- 
terises gangrene : and.  Thirdly,  be- 
cause I think  the  phenomena  expli- 
cable upon  another  supposition  ; this 
being  founded  on  the  effusion  and 
subsequent  putrefaction  of  lymph,  and 
of  blood  in  its  aggregate  state,  effused 

upon 
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upon  the  internal  surface  of  the  ute- 
rus. Such  a supposition  seems  to  ac- 
count satisfactorily  for  the  irregularity 
of  surface,  with  the  gangrenous  foetor 

and  lividitv  which  were  observed.  But 
«/ 

whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained 
upon  this  point,  the  appearances  which, 
in  the  account  of  the  dissection,  I 
have  endeavoured  faithfully  to  de- 
scribe, without  involving  any  discus- 
sion of  their  cause,  were  abundantly 
sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusion, 
that  the  uterus  and  its  appendages 
had  suffered  from  a very  high  degree 
of  inflammation,  the  combined  effect 
of  which,  with  that  of  the  affection  of 
the  spleen,  without  producing  any 
decided  characteristic  signs  of  the  or- 
ganic affections,  gradually  undermin- 
ed the  powers  of  the  constitution, 
and  ended  only  with  the  destruction 
of  the  patient. 

Of  the  state  of  the  spleen,  as  illus- 
trating some  of  the  general  positions 
and  principles  established  by  Dr. 

Carmichael 
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Carmichael  Smith,  in  his  valuable 
paper  on  inflammation,  I must  re- 
frain from  treating  at  any  length, 
howsoever  interesting  it  might  be  to 
examine  those  peculiarities  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  spleen,  which  may  be 
ascribed  to  two  great  sources  of  diver- 
sity in  the  phenomena  of  in 0 anima- 
tion pointed  out  by  Dr.  S. — “ func- 
tion” and  ‘‘  natural  structure.”  I 
must  here  therefore  content  myself, 
without  attempting  to  explain  their 
connexion,  with  referring  to  the  for- 
mer source  of  difference  tiie  symp- 
toms of  hepatic  aflection,  and  to  the 
latter  the  freedom  from  pain,  and  the 
peculiarity  of  termination,  (which  last 
I believe  to  be  rather  general  than 
accidental)  exhibited  on  the  dissec- 
tion of  this  woman. 

Even  upon  the  connexion  of  in- 
flammation of  the  substance  of  the 
spleen  with  puerperal  fever,  I shall 
be  unable  to  dwell  long.  This  rela- 
tion, which  seems  to  have  escaped  in 

great 
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great  measure  the  particular  attention 
of  pathologists,  has  not  altogether 
eluded  observation.  That  infiamina- 
tion  of  the  peritongeal  covering  of  this 
organ  may  constitute  a part  of  the 
peritonitis  puerperalis,  is  a fact  well 
ascertained,  and  not  unfrequently  ob» 
served.  The  alteration  however  of  its 
internal  structure  had  been  rarely  no- 
ticed, until  Gastellier,  during  the  short 
time  that  he  had  the  care  of  the  Hos- 
pice de  la  Mateniite,  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing  it.  Having  given 
the  general  result  of  his  observations 
on  the  dissection  of  those  who  died 
of  the  epidemic  Vvhich  he  has  de- 
scribed, he  says,  La  rate  en  a ete 
souvent  frappee,  mais  une  fois  entr’au- 
tres  elle  a ete  entierement  detruite, 
entierement  fondue;  il  n’en  restoit  au- 
cune  trace,  si  non  un  foyer  de  fluide 
sanieux,  dans  la  region,  et  en  place 
de  cet  organe. 

In  another  case  of  puerperal  fever 
which  I had  recently  an  opportunity 

of 
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of  examining,  the  spleen  appeared  to 
have  undergone  a morbid  alteration, 
similar  in  kind,  but  differing  much 
in  degree  from  that  observed  in  the 
instance,  which  forms  the  subject  of 
this  communication.  The  peritomaeal 
covering  could  with  the  greatest  faci- 
lity be  stripped  from  the  whole  of  its 
convex  surface,  and  the  interstitial 
substance  had  been  somewhat,  though 
not  extensively,  removed.  This  how- 
ever had  been  elfected  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  the  spleen,  possessing  but 
little  of  its  usual  solidity,  had  assum- 
ed the  texture  of  sponge  very  unusu- 
ally soft,  and  was  beginning  to  exhibit 
that  flocculent  appearance,  w Inch  in  a 
former  part  of  my  paper  I have  en- 
deavoured to  describe. 

Whether  this  morbid  affection 
would  have  gone  on  to  the  degree  of 
disorganization  already  described,  it 
is  perhaps  not  easy  to  determine ; but 
since  the  appearances  much  resembled  ~ 
those  parts  of  the  spleen,  which  vere 

the 
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the  least  affected,  in  the  case  which  I 
have  detailed,  it  seems  probable  that 
such  would  have  been  the  event,  had 
the  patient’s  life  been  protracted  suffi- 
ciently long  ; and  if  so,  we  must  con- 
sider it  as  the  beginning  of  a disease, 
of  which  this,  and  Gastellier’s  case 
(and  it  was  with  the  view  of  compa- 
ring these  cases  that  I quoted  the 
words  of  Gastellier)  form  the  extremes 
of  commencement  and  termination, 
while  the  appearances  on  the  dissec- 
tion of  Taylor  point  out  that  in- 
termediate stage,  or  extent  of  the 
disease,  in  which  the  removal  of  the 
vascular  structure  had  yet  only  com- 
menced. 

My  own  experience  does  not  enable 
me  to  state,  with  any  precision,  what 
is  the  relative  frequency  of  affections 
of  the  spleen  in  puerperal  fever  ; nor 
would  such  knowledge  be  of  much 
practical  utility,  since  it  would  scarce- 
ly influence  the  practice.  In  the  cases 

VoL.  V.  Z which 


338  MEDICAL 

which  have  fallen  under  my  observa- 
tion, I have  had  reason  to  think  that 
they  constitute  no  unfrequent  occurs 
rences.  We  know  however  that  it  is 
a characteristic  feature  of  some  en- 
demic diseases,  to  be  accompanied,  in 
the  majority  of  instances,  by  an  affec- 
tion of  some  particular  organ  ; and  it 
is  not  impossible  but  that  to  this  very 
general  principle  should  be  referred  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  affection  of  the 
spleen,  in  those  cases  of  puerperal 
fever  which  I have  lately  seen,  as  well 
as  in  those  which  occurred,  during  the 
two  months  of  M.  Gastellier’s  at- 
tendance, at  the  Hospice  de  la  Ma- 
ternite. 

It  now  only  remains  that  I advert 
very  briefly  to  the  unnatural  forma- 
tion of  the  kidney,  which,  however, 
as  it  was  obviously  congenital,  scarce- 
ly admits  of  discussion.  It  does  not 
seem  to  throw  any  light  upon  the 
natural  structure,  function,  or  diseases 

of 
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of  this  organ,  and  is  therefore  no 
more  deserving  of  attention  than  as 
recording  one  of  those  instances  of 
deviation  from  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  operations  of  nature,  with  which 
we  occasionally  meet.  We  are  en- 
titled to  infer,  that  it  was  an  original 
malformation,  both  from  its  internal 
structure,  and  the  disposition  of  its 
vessels.  The  arteries  had  not  their 
usual  relative  situation  with  respect 
to  the  other  vessels,  and  at  the  part 
where  it  might  have  been  supposed 
that  an  unnatural  union  had  been  ef- 
fected by  former  disease,  the  perito- 
naeum was  dissected  back  with  care, 
to  ascertain  if  any  process  of  this 
membrane  dipped  down  between  what 
might  have  been  considered  as  the 
natural  division  of  two  organs  ; — but 
nothing  of  this  kind  could  be  detect- 
ed. The  whole  consisted  of  a con- 
tinuity of  substance  identical  in  its 
appearance  and  properties,  and  hav- 
ing no  intervention  of  membrane,  or 
Z 2 variation 
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variation  of  structure,  to  mark  the 
situation  where  we  might  have  ex- 
pected  to  find  traces  of  former  sepa- 
ration. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  SKETCH. 


Reduced  to  Three-fourths  of  the  natural  Size. 

a The  Artery  on  each  side. 
b The  Vein  of  the  right  side  turned  back, 
c The  Ureter  on  each  side. 
d The  Peritonaeum  dissected  back. 


XXI.  Observa- 
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XXI.  Observations  respecting  the  Safety  and 
Efficacy  of  the  internal  Use  of  the  Supera- 
cetate of  Lead,  in  Pulmonary  Consumption. 
By  John  Latham,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Presi- 
dent of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  17th  April,  1815. 

The  very  elaborate  inquiries  of  the 
late  Sir  George  Baker,  concerning 
the  poison  of  lead,  which  he  pursued 
with  such  industry,  and  maintained 
with  all  his  ability,  never  appeared 
to  me  decisive  of  the  question,  whether 
lead  was  necessarily  detrimental  to 
the  animal  body.  In  the  very  same 
volumes  of  the  Medical  Transactions, 
where  the  learned  Baronet  is  labour- 
ing to  prove  that  the  solution  of  even 
the  very  minute  quantity  of  lead, 
which  was  employed  in  repairing  the 
accidental  cracks  of  the  cyder-presses, 
produced  all  the  pains  and  miseries 
of  Colica  Pictoniim^  we  find  another 
very  amiable  and  excellent  physician 
recording  the  benefits  which  man- 
kind 
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kind  were  deriving  from  it  in  cases  of 
haemorrhage,  and  whilst  Sir  George 
was  deprecating  its  use  in  the  least 
conceivable  quantity,  Dr.  Reynolds 
was  daily  employing  it  in  its  form  of 
superacetate^  in  doses  of  several  grains : 
At  this  moment  too,  although  on  some 
occasions  we  do  not  hesitate  to  follow 
the  practice  of  Dr.  Reynolds,  we 
nevertheless  still  fearfully  cling  to  the 
doctrine  of  Sir  George  Baker. 

That  there  is  some  fallacy  in  im- 
puting to  lead  the  deleterious  quali- 
ties almost  universally  assigned  to  it, 
I have  never  entertained  the  least 
doubt : 1 have  therefore  for  many 

years  boldly  imitated  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Reynolds,  without  producing  any 
mischief  whatever.  Not  only  in  hae- 
morrhages, but  in  colliquative  diar- 
rhoeas and  hectic  perspirations,  and 
more  especially  in  that  semi-purulent 
expectoration  which  too  often  termi- 
nates in  pulmonary  ulceration,  and 
consumption,  have  I given  the  super- 
acetate 
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acetate  of  lead  in  very  large  quanti- 
ties, with  very  considerable  advan- 
tage ; I have  given  it  for  instance  in 
doses  of  a grain,  three  times  a day, 
for  six,  eight,  and  ten  weeks  succes- 
sively, usually,  but  not  always,  com- 
bining it  either  with  opium  or  co- 
nium,  without  any  other  precaution 
than  desiring  my  patients  to  obviate 
any  costiveness  by  occasional  doses  of 
oleum  ricmi,  or  confectio  sennce  : and 
when  my  patient  has  been  under  my 
more  constant  attendance,  I have 
commonly  increased  the  dose  in  the 
evening  to  two  grains  : once,  in  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Reynolds,  in  a 
case  of  pulmonary  haemorrhage,  five 
grains  of  the  superacetate,  with  one 
of  opium,  were  directed  every  night. 
A gentleman  sent  to  me  from  Bath, 
by  a physician  to  whom  I had  men- 
tioned my  practice  in  pulmonary  con- 
sumption, had  regularly  taken  ten 
grains  every  day  without  any  incon- 
venience. A young  woman  mista- 
king 
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king  plumhi  superacetas,  which  was 
standing  upon  a compounder’s  coun- 
ter, for  sugar,  having  first  eaten  a 
small  portion,  ran  away  with  about 
two  drachms  of  it,  and  immediately 
swallowed  the  whole.  The  effect  di- 
rectly produced,  was  a considerable 
constriction  about  the  fauces  and  the 
oesophagus  ; but  notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  which  we  at  first  experien- 
ced, and  which  was  increased  by  the 
alarm  and  apprehensions  of  the  wo- 
man, who  had  been  told  that  she  had 
swallowed  poison,  the  bowels  were  at 
last  relieved  by  oleum  ricini,  which  had 
instantly  been  administered  to  her  in 
a very  large  quantity,  and  by  other 
purgatives  repeatedly  given,  without 
Avaiting  the  usual  time  for  their  pro- 
per effect,  which  in  truth,  from  the 
quantity  taken,  appeared  to  have 
created  much  more  distress  than  the 
superacetate,  for  the  patient  was  not 
at  all  worse  in  consequence  of  the 
accident  the  day  following. 


From 
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From  these  statements  then  it  ap- 
pears evidentj  whatever  deleterious 
properties  may  appertain  to  lead,  that 
in  its  superacetated  iovm,  nothing  per- 
nicious can  be  charged  upon  it ; for 
whether  any  mineralising  matter,  such 
as  arsenic,  may,  during  the  crystal- 
lization of  the  salt,  be  detached  from 
it,  as  I once  suspected,  or  whether, 
as  is  more  probable,  being  agreeable 
to  other  analogies,  the  lead,  in  itself 
actually  poisonous,  becomes  innocu- 
ous by  the  addition  of  the  acetous 
acid ; the  fact  cannot  be  disputed 
either  as  to  its  safety  as  a medicine 
for  internal  purposes,  or  as  to  its  effi- 
cacy in  the  several  diseases  to  which 
I have  above  alluded,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  to  its  beneficial  influence  in 
obviating,  and  sometimes  indeed  even 
curing  pulmonary  consumption. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enlarge 
this  paper,  by  giving  any  detailed 
history  of  the  medicinal  use  of  this 
mineral ; suffice  it  to  say,  that  from 

the 
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the  time  of  Paracelsus,  in  whose 
hands  it  was  a very  powerful  remedy, 
it  has  gradually  been  less  and  less 
employed,  until  at  last  it  has  almost 
grown  out  of  repute  as  an  internal 
medicine.  The  formulae  for  its  pre- 
paration, with  a view  to  such  exhibi- 
tion, have  nearly  disappeared  from  all 
our  Pharmacopoeias,  and  even  the 
tinctura  antiphthisica,  a term  which 
perhaps  had  long  protected  it,  is 
known  only  by  name  to  the  older 
practitioners  of  the  present  day. 

I have  already  observed,  that  in  the 
semi-purulent  expectoration,  which 
too  commonly  ends  in  pulmonary 
consumption,  and  in  the  colliquative 
sweat  and  diarrhoea  usually  attendant 
upon  it,  I had  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  the  superacetate 
of  lead.  Frequently  indeed  had  I 
seen  its  great  efficacy  in  checking 
discharges,  which  in  my  opinion 
were  absolutely  purulent ; but  when- 
ever a cure  was  effected,  I was  rather 

induced 
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induced  to  suppose,  notwithstand- 
ing such  preconceived  opinion,  that 
I must  have  been  mistaken  as  to  their 
precise  nature.  I cannot,  liowever, 
any  longer  doubt  that  in  some  very 
recent  cases  which  have  fallen  under 
my  observation,  there  has  been  a 
very  copious  expectoration  of  actual 
pus,  where  the  superacetate  of  lead 
has  effected  a cure ; and  I,  therefore, 
cannot  feel  myself  justified  in  with- 
holding my  recommendation  of  it, 
not  only  as  a safe,  but  as  a very  effi- 
cacious remedy  also. 

The  formula  which  I commonly 
employ  is  the  following, — and  for 
those  who  cannot  conveniently  swal- 
low pills,  I prescribe  the  propor- 
tionate quantity  in  an  ounce  of  dis- 
tilled water,  with  a little  vegetable 
mucilage. 

gi  Plumbi  superacetatis  gr.  iij. 

Opii  purificati  gr.  j. 

Confectionis  rosae  q.  s.  ut  fiant 
Pilulae  tres,  quarum  una  sumatur  ter 
quotidie.  I need 
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I need  not  say  to  the  experienced 
practitioner,  that  the  usual  diet  of 
consumptive  persons  should  also  be 
strictly  enjoined,  and  that  the  opium 
may  be  increased  either  in  the  pill  or 
otherwise,  accordingly  ascircumstances 
may  require ; and  the  superacetate 
may  also  be  given  in  larger  doses, 
as  I have  shown  in  the  former  part 
of  this  paper,  without  any  hazard 
whatever ; for  the  physician,  in  this, 
as  in  other  diseases,  will  provide 
against  protracted  constipation  by  any 
appropriate  purgative.  It  must  not 
be  supposed  that  my  recommendation 
of  this  formula  is  meant  to  supersede 
any  other  modes  of  relief  usually  re- 
sorted to : blisters  applied  in  succes- 
sion to  the  chest,  setons  when  practi- 
cable, and  all  the  varied  forms  of 
medicine  commonly  employed  in 
such  unhappy  cases,  must  again  and 
again  be  urged  upon  our  patients, 
whdst  a steady  perseverance  in  the 
superacetate  should  be  insisted  upon, ' 

even 
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even  for  months,  or  longer,  if  it  proved 
to  be  of  service : for  in  none,  may  I 
repeat,  have  I ever  seen  any  incon- 
venience to  arise  from  it ; in  many  it 
has  alleviated  the  most  distressing 
symptoms,  and  in  a few  it  has  effect- 
ed a complete  cure.  No  greater 
testimony  can,  I conceive,  be  adduced 
in  favor  of  any  medicine  for  this 
very  deplorable  malady,  and  I should, 
therefore,  on  this  occasion,  consider 
the  suppression  of  my  sentiments,  as 
a dereliction  of  public  duty. 


XXII.  A 
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XXII.  A Case  of  Fever,  attended  with  inor- 
dinate Appetite.  By  Richard  Patrick 
Satterley,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians^  and  Physician  to  the 
Middlesex  and  Foundling  Hospitals. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  17th  April,  1815. 

The  quantity  of  food,  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  satisfy  the  appetite  in 
health,  varies  greatly  in  different  in- 
dividuals, but  it  will  more  frequently 
be  found  to  fall  below  than  to  ex- 
ceed what  is  usually  taken,  and  the 
recorded  instances  of  increased  or 
inordinate  appetites  are  few,  and  they 
have  occurred  either  in  states  of  per- 
fect health,  or  in  diseases  exempt 
from  fever. — The  depravation  of  the 
powers  of  digestion,  it  is  well  known, 
is  among  the  earliest  signs  of  the 
existence  of  pyrexial  diseases  ; it 
usually  commences  with  their  first  ap- 
pearance, proceeds  uninterruptedly 
through  their  course,  and  is  only  re- 
moved by  their  removal.  As  any 

deviation 
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deviation  from  this  association  is  con- 
fessedly rare,  the  following  history  of 
anomalous  fever  may  not  be  unin- 
teresting or  uninstructive. 

The  subject  was  a young  gentle- 
man 16  years  of  age,  who,  imme- 
diately on  his  return  from  school, 
was  observed  to  look  pale  and  un- 
well. He  complained  of  being  cold, 
and  of  some  pain  in  the  fore  part  of 
his  head.  He  passed  a restless  night, 
and  in  the  morning  came  under  the 
care  of  my  neighbour  Mr.  Marshall; 
and  the  ordinary  remedies  in  the 
treatment  of  fever  were  resorted  to. 
After  two  or  three  days  the  disease 
seemed  suspended,  and  even  abating; 
but  a high  aggravation  of  the  head- 
ache proved  the  fallacy  of  these  hopes, 
and  my  attendance,  and  shortly  after 
that  of  my  friend  Dr.  Heberden  was 
requested.  The  boy  was  at  this  time 
excessively  flushed,  had  a hot  dry 
skin,  his  eyes  were  suffused  and  in- 
flamed, and  he  was  restless  and 

much 
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nuicli  agitated  ; but  his  pulse  was 
quick  and  feeble,  and  his  tongue  dry 
and  brown.  The  pain  in  the  head 
was  so  acute,  that  it  was  deemed  right,' 
notwithstanding  the  evident  existence 
of,  and  still  stronger  tendency  to, 
debility,  to  take  away  blood,  and 
leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  to 
the  head. 

On  the  following  morning,  the 
phrenitic  disposition  was  lessened,  a 
calm  and  quiet  night  had  followed  the 
bleeding,  but  the  skin,  tongue  and 
pulse  showed  more  decidedly  the  ty- 
phoid character,  and  threatened  a 
long  continuance  of  fever.  Up  to  this 
period,  which  was  about  the  fifth 
day,  it  was  with  difficulty,  and  only 
by  urgent  importunities  that  the  pa- 
tient could  be  made  to  take  the  ordi- 
nary nourishment,  but  shortly  after- 
wards I was  informed  that  a desire 
for  food  had  shown  itself,  which  I 
hailed  as  an  earnest  of  a beneficial 
change,  and  ordered  it  to  be  mode- 
, rately 
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rately  complied  with.  In  a day  or 
two  my  attention  was  again  called  to 
this  return  of  appetite,  by  his  aunt’s 
representing  to  me  the  impossibility 
of  satisfying  it  by  the  diet  allowed  in 
sick  rooms  ; and  I was  astonished  to 
be  told,  that  exclusively  of  several 
basons  of  sago  and  other  slops,  he 
daily  eat  some  pounds  of  biscuits, 
&c.  By  way  of  experiment,  animal 
food,  in  small  cpiantities,  was  sub- 
stituted, in  the  hope  that  its  stimulus 
might  be  more  efficacious  than  that 
of  a vegetable  diet,  in  checking  this 
excess  of  appetite  ; but  I was  disap- 
pointed, for,  its  flavour  being  more 
agreeable,  its  exhibition  was  followed 
by  more  incessant  cravings.  At  this 
period  of  the  disease,  the  boy  would  eat 
a pound  and  a half  of  beef-steaks,  a 
large  fowl,  or  a couple  of  rabbits  at 
a meal,  without  apparently  satisfying 
his  appetite,  for  in  a few  minutes 
after  he  had  devoured,  with  indescri- 
bable greediness,  meat  adequate  to  the 
VoL.  V.  A A support 
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support  of  the  stoutest  labourer,  he 
would  deny  his  having  tasted  food,  and 
earnestly  entreat  for  a further  supply, 
in  which,  if  he  were  indulged,  it 
would  only  be  to  be  followed  by 
similar  demands;  independently  of 
three  or  four  regular  meals,  he  was 
uninterruptedly  eating  dry  bread, 
biscuits,  or  fruits,  many  pounds  of 
which  he  daily  devoured. 

Every  endeavour  to  abridge  this 
quantity  of  food  producing  the  great- 
est distress,  and  materially  increasing 
his  febrile  symptoms,  he  was  at  last 
permitted  to  eat  as  much  as  he  pleas- 
ed, and  the  only  restriction  was  to 
supply  him,  in  the  intervals  of  his 
meals,  with  such  edibles,  as  from  their 
hardness  gave  him  the  most  trouble 
to  masticate ; indeed  with  the  excep- 
tion of  animal  food,  which  was  the 
particular  object  of  his  desire,  it 
seemed  indifferent  to  him  what  he 
eat,  substances  the  most  incongruous 

were 
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were  greedily  swallowed,  and  when 
all  other  things  failed,  from  the  bed- 
clothes, or  his  fingers,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  obtain  a supply ; the  lat- 
ter he  often,  apparently  from  hunger, 
bit  so  as  to  make  them  bleed ; the 
inclination  for  food  came  on  regularly 
with  the  paroxysm  of  fever,  and  con- 
tinued unabated  until  that  subsided, 
when  he  usually  fell  into  a sound 
sleep.  The  period  of  the  recurrence 
of  the  paroxysm  was  very  uncertain, 
but  it  was  always  marked  by  a distinct 
circumscribed  redness  of  one  or  both 
cheeks ; the  moment  this  spot  was 
visible,  the  boy  would  rouse  himself 
(for  he  was  at  other  times  either  sleep- 
ing, or  dull  and  torpid)  and  imme- 
diately begin  his  craving  for  fo  d as 
the  fever  advanced  (and  it  ordinarily 
ran  very  high):  this  craving  increased, 
until,  after  perhaps  ten  or  twelve 
hours,  both  the  fever  and  appetite 
subsided. 
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The  digestive  organs  were  fully 
adequate  to  their  otlice,  the  stools 
were  natural  in  their  appearance  and 
form,  but  they  were  never  obtained 
except  from  the  exhibition  of  the 
strongest  purgatives,  and  even  these, 
in  the  largest  doses,  would  still  fail  to 
procure  loose  watery  evacuations;, 
considerable  doses  of  aloes,  repeated 
draughts  of  the  infusion  of  senna, 
together  with  the  constant  use  of  the 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  and  occasion- 
ally calomel,  would  produce  six  or 
seven  copious,  but  solid  evacuations, 
any  one  of  them  equal  to  the  daily 
excretion  of  a man  in  health. 

All  this  time  the  strenoih  of  the 
patient  w^as  abating,  and  the  disease, 
with  the  exceptions  I have  stated, 
pursuing  the  usual  progress  of  ty- 
phous  fever,  of  which  a slow  mutter- 
ing delirium,  a feeble  pulse,  a dry 
and  brown  tongue,  high-coloured  and 
scanty  urine,  and  very  great  prostra- 
tion of  strength  were  the  prominent 

symptoms. 
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pymptonis.  The  disease  was  ex« 

tended,  with  various  alterations,  for 
upwards  of  thirty  days,  when  the 
fever  subsided,  and  he  gradually  re- 
covered. 
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XXIII.  Three  Cases  of  Convulsive  Affection. 
By  Richard  Powell,  M.D.  Fellozo  of 
the^Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  17th  April,  1815. 

In  a Paper  which  the  College  did  me 
the  honour  to  insert  in  the  4th  Volume 
of  the  Medical  Transactions,  I endea- 
voured to  establish  the  efficiency  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  administered  as  an 
internal  medicine,  in  certain  convul- 
sive affections,  together  with  the  doses 
in  which  it  might  be  safely  exhibited. 
I therein  stated,  that  although  it  ap- 
peared to  me  to  possess  greater  powers 
than  the  other  metallic  salts,  which 
are  employed  under  a similar  indica- 
tion, yet  that  it  ought  not  to  be  sup- 
posed to  exert  any  indiscriminate  ge- 
neral efficacy  in  such  disorders,  but 
that  they  would  practically  be  found 
to  differ  widely  in  their  causes,  and 
in  the  remedies  required  for  their  re- 
moval. When  I made  this  statement, 

I had 


TRANSACTIONS.  S59 

I had  in  my  mind  the  first  of  the 
following,  and  some  other  cases  which 
had  fallen  under  my  care  in  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital,  and  I now  offer 
the  relation  of  it,  and  two  others  bear- 
ing upon  the  same  point,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  College,  under  a 
belief  that  it  is  as  useful  to  record 
instances  of  failure,  in  the  effect  of 
remedies,  as  of  tlieir  success.  In  the 
second  of  the  cases,  I wish  to  show^ 
that  I have  not  neglected  the  able 
opinions  of  Dr.  Hamilton  on  the  use 
of  purgatives  in  these  complaints,  and 
to  relate  an  instance  (which  is  not 
moreover  a single  one)  where  the  ap- 
plication of  them  has  led  to  the  cure 
of  the  disease,  after  the  methods  I 
am  more  in  the  habit  of  previously 
employing  have  failed,  and  to  infer 
also,  from  this  difference  of  effect,  a 
difference  in  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
as  it  arises  in  particular  places,  and 
under  particular  circumstances.  The 
third  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  ef- 
fect 
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feet  of  a more  immediately  active 
remedy,  in  a case,  which,  from  its  vio- 
lence, would  scarcely  admit  of  the 
delay  attendant  upon  the  slower  opera- 
tion of  the  more  ordinary  remedies, 
and  the  use  of  which  was  deduced 
from  those  communications,  which 
have  been  lately  made  to  the  Col- 
lege by  the  President,  on  the  power 
of  the  same  medicine  in  epilepsy. 


CASE  L 

C.  C.  aged  37,  is  a tailor  by  trade, 
and  a native  of  Bremen.  He  was  un- 
der my  care  five  years  since  in  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  on  account 
of  a singular  convulsive  aftection,  and 
continued  there  from  December  1 809, 
to  April  1810.  From  that  period  he 
remained  free  from  the  disease  until 
September  1815,  when  it  again  re- 
curred under  its  former  character.  Of 

the 
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the  first  attack  I have  preserved  no 
notes,  but  it  was  closely  similar  to 
the  second,  which  I shall  shortly  de- 
scribe ; and  afterwards  relate,  from  the 
Hospital  books,  the  medicines  which 
were  administered  during  his  hrst 
residence  there. 

On  his  last  admission,  December 
3,  1814,  it  appeared  that  the  pre- 
sent attack  had  been  of  three  weeks* 
duration,  and  that  the  symptoms  had, 
during  that  time,  much  increased  in 
their  degree.  He  suffered  a fre- 
quent recurrence  of  various  convul- 
sive motions,  or  involuntary  start- 
ings of  different  sets  of  muscles,  but 
chiefly  those  of  the  upper  extremities, 
and  of  the  trunk  ; sometimes  one  arm 
alone  was  affected  by  constant  twitch- 
ing, sometimes  both  arms  and  the 
shoulders  ; at  others  the  trunk  also, 
as  well  as  the  arms,  was  convulsed  by 
a sudden  jerk,  as  from  a strong 
electrical  shock,  and  he  was  thrown 
from  his  chair,  or  perhaps  almost  from 

his 
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his  bed,  by  its  violence ; generally 
these  attacks  were  attended  by  the 
utterance  of  involuntary  screams, 
as  if  the  diaphragm  had  been  con- 
vulsively affected  at  the  same  time. 
The  combination  and  degree  of  symp- 
toms, however,  as  well  as  their  re- 
currence, was  very  different  at  dif- 
ferent times.  He  usually  took  his 
food  well,  and  complained  of  no 
affection  of  the  stomach,  except  that 
he  felt  some  fulness  and  weight  after 
food,  and  that  the  victuals  seemed  to 
rise  in  his  throat,  when  he  was  con- 
vulsed, though  without  producing 
vomiting.  His  bowels  were  usually 
costive,  unless  they  were  regulated  by 
medicine,  which  was  always  attended 
to,  and  purgatives  had  also  been  more 
largely  and  freely  administered  without 
benefit ; the  stools  w ere  natural : his 
general  health  w as  not  much  impaired, 
though  he  thought  himself  getting 
weaker,  and  his  spirits  w ere  low  and 
desponding.  He  described  his  feelings 

to 
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to  be  more  comfortable  during  the  in- 
tervals between  the  convulsive  attacks^ 
when  they  were  most  marked,  and 
said  that  he  suffered  more  internally, 
but  indescribably,  when  they  were 
comparatively  lessened.  His  mind 
and  senses  were  perfect ; the  pupils 
of  his  eyes  were  usually  contracted 
and  susceptible  to  light.  Occasionally 
under  the  convulsions  he  said  that 
his  sight  was  lost,  and  that  he  had 
noise  in  his  ears,  and  some  previous 
giddiness  and  subsequent  sleepiness  ; 
but  upon  the  whole,  I saw  no  reason 
to  imagine  that  any  local  organic 
disease  existed  in  the  brain  or  else- 
where. The  circulation  was  at  no 
time  more  than  slightly  affected,  his 
pulse  very  rarely  reached  100,  and 
was  more  commonlv  under  80. 

V 

At  the  original  commencement  of 
his  disorder,  I understood  that  he  bad 
entirely  lost  his  senses  for  twelve  days, 
but  nothing  similar  occurred  after- 
wards. The  attacks  did  not  appear 

to 
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to  be  uniformly  influenced  by  any  par* 
ticular  circumstances,  or  ascribable  to 
any  particular  cause  : at  one  time  they 
exacerbated  in  the  evening,  and  for 
more  than  a week  they  returned  pe- 
riodically almost  at  the  same  moment; 
and  like  many  other  convulsive  affec- 
tions, they  were  increased  by  sudden 
applications  of  any  kind,  and  by  the 
fixed  attentions  of  any  observer  di- 
rected upon  him.  This  latter  cir- 
cumstance perhaps  occasionally  help- 
ed to  excite  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  looked  to  the  case,  an  idea  of 
dissimulation,  which  was  not  neglect- 
' ed  in  the  practice;  but  this  is  so  very 
common  a symptom  of  increased  ir- 
ritability, that  I could  never  bring  my 
own  mind  to  any  suspicion  unfavour- 
able to  the  man.  The  influence  of 
slight  irritations  indeed  was  forcibly 
marked  in  him  at  various  periods,  du- 
ring the  progress  of  the  complaint. 

A new  and  powerful  remedy,  where 
so  much  had  formerly  been  attempted 

without 
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without  success,  was  not  to  be  passed 
over,  aud  therefore  one  fluidounce  of 
oil  of  turpentine  was  exhibited  in  one 
dose.  It  purged  him  five  times,  and 
rendered  him  faint  and  ill,  and  for 
some  days  afterwards  there  was  a more 
uniform  and  constant  trembling,  rather 
than  occasional  decided  convulsions. 

7"he  extract  of  deadly  night-shade, 
cinchona,  and  the  shower-bath,  pro- 
duced no  effect,  and  under  the  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  which  had  then 
been  increased  in  its  dose  to  three 
grains  every  four  hours,  he  was  getting 
worse  rather  than  better.  The  attacks 
became  longer,  lasting  for  four  hours 
at  a time ; the  screaming  and  anxiety 
were  much  worse,  and  he  was  unable 
to  leave  his  bed  without  the  accession 
of  a paroxysm,  or  to  take  food  under 
the  dread  of  inducing  one. 

o 

One  grain  of  opium,  exhibited  every 
four  hours,  produced  only  a tempo- 
rary effect.  Assafoetida  in  clyster, 
one  of  the  most  eftectual  of  our  anti- 
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spasmodic  formulae,  scarcely  produced 
any.  The  features  of  his  face  were  at 
this  time  also  unequal,  and  drawn  to 
the  right  side;  he  complained  of  occa- 
sional pain  in  his  e}^es;  his  convul- 
sions became  so  frequent  as  to  re- 
quire personal  restraint,  by  any  at- 
tempt at  which  however  they  were 
uniformly  increased.  On  March  12, 
I found  him  labouring  under  a vio- 
lent degree  of  hysterical  affection  of 
the  stomach,  with  choking,  flatu- 
lence, frequent  eructations,  and  dis- 
position to  shed  tears:  this  was 

much  relieved  by  soda  water  at  the 
time,  and  he  then  suffered  no  external 
convulsion. 

On  March  16,  I found  from  the 
books  that  camphor  in  substance  was 
the  last  medicine  he  had  taken  previ- 
ously to  the  removal  of  his  former 
attack,  and  his  own  remembrance  of 
its  effects,  led  me  to  a repetition  of  it. 
He  began  to  take  ten  grains  every  four 
hours;  within  three  days  he  certainly 

became 
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became  much  more  steady,  and  from 
the  20th  he  had  no  attack  of  muscular 
convulsion  Avhatever;  the  dose  was  on 
the  24th  increased  to  twelve  grains, 
and  on  the  28th  to  fifteen  grains;  on 
the  13th  of  February  it  was  diminish- 
ed to  ten  grains,  and  on  the  20th  he 
left  the  hospital  in  a tolerably  good 
state  of  health.  The  termination  of  his 
convulsions,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
was  not  however  the  termination  of  his 
complaints  ; he  slept  badly,  and  Avas 
irritable  during  the  remainder  of  his 
stay ; he  sometimes  complained  of 
Aveight  about  his  head,  or  of  heat  at 
night,  or  of  shortness  of  breath,  and 
a feeling  of  palpitation  at  the  heart, 
when  there  Avas  none  perceptible  to 
the  touch.  On  the  28th,  his  pulse  had 
risen  to  120,  but  on  February  2, 
it  had  subsided  to  72,  and  since  he 
left  the  hospital  I have  occasionally 
seen  him,  when  he  has  complained 
of  disturbed  sensations,  Avhich  have 
varied  in  their  seat,  but  he  has  had 

at 
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at  present  no  return  of  the  convul- 
sions. 

When  he  was  in  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital,  in  1809-10,  I directed, 
on  December  4,  one  grain  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  to  be  taken  every 
fourth  hour,  and  by  the  27th  of  the 
same  month,  the  dose  was  increased 
to  fourteen  grains  as  often;  he  con- 
tinued to  take  this  quantity  until  Ja- 
nuary 1,  without  effect,  and  at  the  same 
time  without  injury,  nor  had  I any 
reason  to  suspect  irregularity  in  its  ex- 
hibition. After  an  interval  of  about 
three  weeks,  it  was  again  recurred  to 
on  January  24,  and  increased  gradual- 
ly until  the  31st,  when  it  had  reached 
« ' 

a dose  of  ten  grains  but  still  without 
any  effect.  He  took  also  opium  very 
freely,  extract  of  aconite,  the  liquor 
arseoicalis  to  15  drops,  which  dis- 
turbed his  stomach,  sulphate  of  zinc, 
purgatives  and  antispasmodics  of  va- 
rious sorts,  from  none  of  which  he 
received  benefit ; but  the  camphor 

produced 
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produced  a speedy  relief  then,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  and  affords  one 
remarkable  illustration,  supported  by 
many  others,  of  the  effects  of  that 
medicine  in  allaying  inordinate  irrita- 
bility. 


cjsi:  iL 

J.  R.  a delicate  boy,  six  years  of 
age,  who  had  been  my  patient  in  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital  for  a similar 
complaint,  in  August  1814,  was 
again  admitted  on  February  10,  1815, 
having  suffered  a recurrence  of  it 
about  six  weeks  before.  It  was  a case 
of  violent  chorea,  in  which  the  con« 
vulsions  were  general,  but  stronger 
on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side ; 
he  was  unable  to  walk,  got  very  lit- 
tle sleep,  and  faultered  much  in  his 
speech  ; he  complained  of  some  pain 
in  his  abdomen  wh  ch  was  large  and 
full,  and  he  was  said  to  pass  a suffi- 
ciency of  stools,  which  were  offen- 

VoL,  V.  B B sive. 
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sive.  His  tongue  however  was  clean 
and  natural  in  its  appearance. 

Ten  grains  of  the  powder  of  scam- 
inony  with  calomel,  Ph.  L.  1787,  Avere 
given,  which  purged  him  and  brought 
away  a quantity  of  lumpy,  indigest- 
ed, dark,  and  offensive  faeces,  and 
after  its  operation  no  tension  or 
fulness  remained.  He  then  took  a 
piil  containing  one  grain  of  nitrate 
of  silver  every  four  hours,  which 
purged  him  during  the  first  week, 
but  as  I wished  it  not  to  produce 
this  effect,  I checked  it  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  20  drops  of  compound 
tincture  of  camphor  thrice  daily. 
The  salt  did  not  again  purge  him, 
though  it  was  increased  to  five  grains 
every  four  hours,  but  it  did  not  dimi- 
nish the  convulsive  disease,  and  when 
for  this  reason  its  form  was  changed, 
and  it  was  given  in  solution,  it  seemed 
to  have  no  advantage  over  the  form  of 
pill.  On  the  27th  of  March,  no 
ground  whatever  had  been  gained, 

and 
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and  I therefore  discontinued  the  use 
of  all  other  medicines,  except  the  pow- 
der of  scammony  with  calomel,  ten 
grains  of  which  were  ordered  to  be 
taken  every  other  morning.  This 
dose  usually  purged  him  five  or 
six  times  in  the  course  of  the  day: 
and  the  motions  produced  were  at 
first  slimy,  and  of  a greenish  colour, 
but  in  about  a week  they  became 
more  natural  and  continued  so;  and 
on  the  17th  of  April  he  was  perfectly 
steady,  and  well  enough  to  leave  the 
hospitak 


CASE  IIL 

S.  G.  aged  17,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  April  20, 
1815,  labouring  under  the  most  vio- 
lent affection  of  general  chorea  I had 
ever  witnessed,  she  was  unable  to 
articulate,  and  was  brought  for  ad- 
mission in  an  armed  chair  with  straps 
B B 2 round 


372  MEDICAL 

round  her  arms,  legs,  and  body,  and 
kept  therein  with  great  difficulty. 
Her  mother  ascribed  the  origin  of 
the  complaint  to  fright,  a carving 
.knife  having  been  drawn  in  jest 
across  the  back  part  of  her  neck 
for  that  purpose.  The  complaint 
began  nearly  a month  before,  and 
had  much  increased  in  violence,  espe- 
cially  during  the  last  week.  She  did 
not  menstruate,  and  in  the  last  winter 
had  suffered  considerably  from  rheu- 
matism. Her  bowels  were  said  not  to 
be  very  open,  and  her  stools  to  be 
rather  darker  than  natural:  She  was 

directed  to  take  ten  grains  of  the 
powder  of  scammony  with  calomel, 
to  repeat  the  same  dose  after  four 
hours  if  the  bowels  should  not  be 
previously  acted  upon,  and  after  its 
operation  to  begin  the  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver in  a dose  of  two  grains  every  four 
hours,  in  the  form  of  pill.  On  the 
2 2d  I found  that  she  had  been 
purged  by  the  first  dose,  but  that 

she 
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she  was  nevertheless  more  violently 
convulsed  than  before.  Restraint 
seemed,  as  is  usual,  to  increase  the 
affection;  and  it  had  been  the  con- 
stant work  of  two  persons  to  keep 
the  clothes  upon  her  as  she  lay  in 
bed,  and  to  prevent  her  from  being 
thrown  from  it,  which  had  actually 
happened  more  than  once.  A case 
of  such  extreme  severity  and  incon- 
venience demanded  the  employment 
of  some  remedy,  which  might  be 
quicker  in  its  operation  than  those 
which  are  ordinarily  employed,  and 
I conceived  that  if  any  such  could 
be  applied  so  as  to  mitigate  the  im- 
mediate violence  of  the  disease,  the 
metallic  tonics  might  afterwards  be 
given  with  more  advantage.  She  had 
yet  taken  none  of  the  nitrate,  for 
she  could  not  swallow  the  pills.  I 
therefore  ordered  one  fluidounce  of 
the  oil  of  turpentine  to  be  given,  the 
effects  of  which  were  more  violent 
than  ordinary.  She  asked  constant- 
ly and  in  a low  hurried  manner  for 

water, 
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water,  and  was  more  strongly  con- 
vulsed for  some  time,  and  could 
scarcely  be  restrained  in  bed  by  the 
efforts  of  the  nurses  ; she  was  deliri- 
ous, she  vomited  and  was  larg^ely 
purged;  but  after  about  eight  hours 
had  elapsed  she  became  at  once  com- 
paratively quiet,  and  wholly  free  from 
convulsions,  and  she  got  some  sleep  in 
that  night.  On  the  24th  she  required 
no  further  restraint,  and  could  lie  in 
her  bed  quietly,  but  any  attempt  at 
motion,  or  speaking,  produced  great 
agitation.  She  had  also  slightly 
menstruated  after  the  oil ; she  then 
took  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  solution, 
and  on  May  2,  she  was  able  to  dress 
herself  and  sit  up  all  the  day  ; she 
became  more  and  more  steady,  and 
w^as  able  in  a few  days  to  assist  in 
bringing  the  bread,  from  the  place 
where  it  is  delivered,  to  her  ward. 
The  same  medicine  was  given  in 
pills  for  greater  convenience,  and  in  a 
dose  of  two  grains,  every  four  hours,  / 
and  she  began  also  the  daily  use  of 

the 
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the  cold  bath.  Her  appetite  has  been 
good,  her  bowels  open,  and  she  has 
slept  well ; and  on  this  present  day, 
May  8,  I consider  her  to  be  so  far 
advanced  towards  convalescence,  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  of  her  speedy  reco- 
very, and  to  have  no  hesitation  about 
this  communication  of  her  case. 


My  object,  in  the  relation  of  these 
cases,  has  been  chiefly,  as  I have 
stated,  to  check  by  them  the  ac- 
count  I formerly  gave  of  the  eflects 
of  the  nitrate  of  silver;  but  when  I 
look  to  the  avowed  inefficiency  of  all 
modes  of  treatment  hitherto  adopt- 
ed in  hydrophobia,  I would  further 
take  the  opportunity  of  at  the  same 
time  calling  the  attention  of  those,  who 
may  have  the  direction  of  some  fu- 
ture occurrence  of  that  complaint, 
to  the  rapid  and  marked  effect 
which  the  oil  of  turpentine  here  ex- 
erted, in  a convulsive  case  of  great 
intensity. 
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XXIV.  Fads,  exemplifyiuft  the  Efficacy  of 
the  Cow-Pox,  in  preventing  and  mitigating 
the  Malignancy  of  the  natural  Small-Pox. 
By  G EORGE  Sandeman,  M.D.  Licen- 
tiate of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
^c.  ^c. 


Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  May  22,  1815. 

1 

This  communication  owes  its  ap- 
pearance to  the  circumstance  of  my 
having  mentioned  the  following  par- 
ticulars to  my  neighbour  Dr.  Ha- 
worth, one  of  the  Censors  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  who  requested^  me  to  com- 
mit them  to  paper,  considering  them 
of  importance,  as  exhibiting  strong 
evidence  both  of  the  prophylactic  in- 
fluence of  cow-pox,  and  of  its  agency 
in  rendering  the  natural  small-pox  of 
a perfectly  mild  character,  thereby 
stripping  the  disease  itself  of  every 
thing  formidable  in  its  consequences. 

In  the  middle  of  July,  1812,  I 
went  to  reside  with  a friend  of  mine 
at  Clapton  for  a few  days,  who  in- 
formed 
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formed  me  that  his  gardener,  William 
Nash,  having  continued  working  for 
some  days  with  small-pox  upon  him, 
was  now  obliged  to  keep  his  bed,  and 
that  his  son,  a boy  of  four  years  old, 
was  thought  in  a dangerous  state. 

About  a month  antecedent  to  this, 
hearing  that  small-pox  was  preva- 
lent in  the  neighbourhood,  owing  to 
some  children  having  been  inocu- 
lated, I requested  that  he  himself, 
and  his  three  children,  should  be  vac- 
cinated at  the  nearest  station  ; my 
advice  was  however  not  complied 
with,  partly  because  he  supposed  that 
he  might  have  had  the  disease  by 
inoculation  when  a child,  and  partly, 
in  as  far  as  it  respected  his  children, 
from  a rooted  prejudice  he  entertained 
against  the  cow-pox. 

On  entering  the  small  apartment, 
I found  the  father  and  son  in  the 
same  bed,  the  former  showing  an  im- 
mense crop  of  fine  distinct  small-pox, 
very  near  their  height,  being  the 
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seventh  day  ; the  latter  exhibited  a 
perfect  contrast,  his  being  of  the 
most  malignant  kind,  accompanied 
with  their  usual  alarming  symptoms, 
which  were  no  doubt  aggravated  by 
the  confined  and  vitiated  atmosphere 
he  breathed  ; add  to  which,  during 
the  night,  the  same  bed  contained 
the  mother,  a girl  of  two  years  old, 
and  an  infant  of  two  months  ; not- 
withstanding these  adverse  circum- 
stances, by  attention  to  air,  cleanli- 
liness,  and  proper  regimen,  the  child 
recovered. 

This  I thought  the  best  possible 
opportunity  that  could  present  itself, 
for  trying  the  effect  of  vaccination  in 
lessening  the  virulence  of  small-pox 
in  the  constitution,  or  rendering  it 
insusceptible  of  receiving  the  disease 
altogether. 

Having  readily  obtained  the  con- 
sent of  the  parents,  I vaccinated  the 
two  little  ones  on  the  following  day ; 
at  the  usual  time,  the  arms  of  both 
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gave  indications  that  the  cow-pox 
matter  would  prove  active  in  the 
system. 

On  the  third  day  after  vaccination, 
the  usual  symptoms  of  the  eruptive 
fever  preceding  small-pox  appeared, 
but  in  a very  mild  degree. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  small-pox 
eruption  began  to  appear,  and  on 
the  eighth  the  pustules  were  com- 
pletely out,  a few  were  scattered 
about  the  body  and  extremities,  and 
less  than  twenty  on  the  face. 

The  disease  was  so  mild,  that  she 
was  able  to  walk  about  the  whole 
time,  always  preferring  to  be  out  of 
doors. 

The  progress  of  the  vaccine  pustule 
was  not  in  the  smallest  degree  inter- 
rupted by  the  morbid  action  of  the 
small-pox  virus,  going  through  its 
regular  course,  filling  with  lymph  at 
the  usual  period,  drying  up,  and  ter- 
minating in  the  dark-coloured  scab. 

The  infant,  though  literally  lying 
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during  the  night  in  the  midst  of  vario- 
lous matter,  and  sucking  the  mother, 
who  had  many  pustules  of  small-pox  in 
different  parts  of  her  body,  from  con- 
tact by  nursing  the  others,  had  ne- 
vertheless not  the  smallest  symptom 
of  complaint ; even  the  vaccine  pus- 
tule had  no  unusual  inflammation, 
but  went  through  its  regular  stages 
till  its  disappearance. 

Having  such  fine  small-pox  mat- 
ter, I embraced  the  opportunity  of 
inoculating  four  children  in  two  dif- 
ferent families  in  the  neighbourhood, 
all  of  whom  I had  vaccinated  two,  three, 
four,  and  five  years  before  ; which 
proved  highly  satisfactory  to  the  pa- 
rents, as  the  result  was  such  as  usu- 
ally attends  similar  trials,  the  variolous 
pustule  proceeding  with  a consider- 
able degree  of  inflammation  till  the 
eighth  day,  when  it  began  to  sub- 
side, and  soon  disappeared. 
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XXV.  Some  Observations  concerning  the 
Fever  which  prevailed  at  Cambridge  du- 
ring the  Spring  of  1815.  By  J.  Haviland, 
M.A.  Licentiate  in  Medicine,  Fellow  of 
St.  Johns  College,  and  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy in  the  University  of  Cambridge. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  15th  May,  1815. 


In  submitting  the  following  paper  to 
the  College,  my  object  has  been  to 
put  them  in  possession  of  the  facts, 
as  far  as  they  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, which  occurred  in  connexion 
with  the  prevalence  of  a fever  at 
Cambridge,  which  excited  general 
interest  throughout  the  country. 

I believe  that  a very  exaggerated 
opinion  has  gone  abroad  respecting 
the  degree  of  fatality  of  this  fever, 
and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  spread. 
A university  affords  great  facilities  to 
the  general  diffusion  of  an  alarm  of  such 
a nature.  Young  men  are  collected 
together  from  all  directions;  no  sooner 
does  a report  prevail  of  the  existence 
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of  a fever,  than  it  flies  to  every  coun- 
ty, and  almost  every  town  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  its  course  acquires  ad- 
ditional strength  : the  natural  fears 
and  anxiety  of  friends  and  parents 
magnify  the  alarm,  till  those  persons 
who  are  on  the  spot  can  scarcely  re- 
cognise the  place  in  which  they  are 
quietly  and  fearlessly  living,  in  the 
descriptions  they  see  and  hear,  and 
begin  at  last  to  wonder  at  their  own 
rashness  in  remaining  where  they  are. 
I believe  these  observations  to  be 
pretty  accurately  applicable  to  what 
has  recently  passed  in  this  place.  Had 
a fever  to  the  same  extent  existed  in 
almost  any  other  town,  it  might  have 
been  allowed  to  run  its  course  without 
observation,  and  certainly  without 
any  of  that  general  notoriety  which 
has  prevailed  on  this  occasion. 

The  winter  of  1814  was  mild,  with- 
out any  unusual  degree  of  sickness  j 
a few  cases  only  of  fever  occurred, 
but  they  were  not  violent,  and  the 

patients 


TRANSACTIONS.  383 

patients  recovered  easily  after  a week 
or  ten  days’  confinement.  During 
the  greater  part  of  January  1815,  I 
was  absent  from  Cambridge ; on  my 
return  at  the  end  of  that  month,  there 
was  said  to  be  a good  deal  of  illness 
in  the  town,  but  still  not  enough  to 
create  alarm.  In  a week  or  two  af- 
terwards a report  prevailed  that  there 
was  a bad  fever  in  some  of  the  col- 
leges. About  this  time  I was  re- 
quested to  visit  a woman,  who  was  a 
servant  to  one  of  those  colleges  which 
was  supposed  to  be  suffering  the  most. 
I saw  her  first  on  a Saturday,  the 
fifth  day  of  the  disease,  and  she  then 
complained  of  having  been  ill  since 
the  preceding  Tuesday,  but  not  to 
such  a degree  as  to  prevent  her 
from  following  her  usual  employment, 
which  she  had  now  for  the  first  time 
been  obliged  to  give  up.  I could 
not  learn  that  she  had  been  exposed 
to  any  infection,  nor  could  she  at  all 
account  for  her  illness : the  symptoms 

were 
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were  great  prostration  of  strength,  lan- 
guor, and  headache,  loss  of  appetite, 
white  tongue,  frequent  pulse,  and  rather 
full  and  costive  bowels.  She  called  my 
attention  most  particularly  to  the  irri- 
tation and  inconvenience  she  expe- 
rienced from  a prolapsus  uteri,  to 
which  she  had  been  long  subject, 
but  which  by  her  account  had  been 
now  increased  by  her  efforts  to  over- 
come the  costiveness.  My  first  ob- 
ject was  to  relieve  the  bowels  by  a 
purgative  draught,  and  this  was  done 
effectually  during  the  night.  The 
next  morning,  the  sixth  day  of  her 
illness,  I found  her  with  an  increase 
of  febrile  heat,  the  headache  was  ag- 
gravated with  an  appearance  of  ap- 
proaching delirium  ; the  other  symp- 
toms were  nearly  the  same  as  on  the 
preceding  evening.  I ordered  a blis- 
ter between  the  shoulders,  and  anti- 
monial  diaphoretics.  On  the  next, 
or  seventh  day,  the  delirium  was  de- 
cisive, and  of  a very  active  kind : she 

was 
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was  continually  endeavouring  to  get 
out  of  bed,  and  desirous  of  obtaining 
a knife  to  destroy  herself,  which  she 
once  attempted,  and  tb  prevent  which 
two  or  three  persons  were  constantly 
in  attendance  upon  her  : during  the 
rest  of  her  illness,  she  remained  in 
the  same  state,  almost  without  inter- 
mission, sometimes  struggling  vio- 
lently, and  almost  always,  when  awake, 
talking  loudly  and  threatening  those 
about  her : as  no  relief  had  been  ex- 
perienced from  the  blister,  which  had 
produced  considerable  vesication,  on 
the  eighth  day  I ordered  her  head  to 
be  shaved,  and  to  be  kept  constantly 
wet  by  the  application  of  a mixture  of 
vinegar  and  cold  water,  whilst  she 
should  continue  in  the  use  of  the  same 
medicines.  On  the  following  day,  as 
' this  treatment  had  been  ineffectual,  I 
gave  directions  for  a large  blister  to 
be  applied  to  the  head,  and  the  whole 
body  to  be  frequently  sponged  over 
with  the  same  mixture  of  vinegar 
VoL.  y.  C c and 
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and  water ; this  at  first  appeared  to 
relieve  her,  by  abating* the  heat  of  the 
skin,  and  was  evidently  grateful  to 
her  feelings,  but  it  soon  lost  its  effect, 
and  1 determined,  on  the  tenth  day 
of  her  illness,  which  was  six  days 
after  I first  saw  her,  on  trying  the 
cold  affusion.  Her  pulse  was  then 
120  in  the  minute,  with  active  deli- 
rium ; her  skin  was  parched,  and  she 
complained  of  great  heat  and  thirst : 
during  the  night  before,  she  had  esca- 
ped from  her  attendants,  had  run  into 
the  street,  and  after  rolling  herself  in 
the  kennel,  returned  of  her  own  ac- 
cord ; when  asked  why  she  had  done 
so,  she  said  she  had  been  looking  for 
the  river  to  cool  herself.  The  affu- 
sion at  first  reduced  her  pulse  from 
120  beats  to  108,  she  was  more  com- 
posed, and  had  some  sleep.  It  was 
repeated  several  times  during  this 
and  the  following  day,  but  the  bene- 
fit arising  from  it  gradually  diminish- 
ed. I saw  her  soon  after  it  was  last 

done. 
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done,  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  day  ; 
her  extremities  were  cold,  her  pulse 
was  flattering,  and  she  appeared  quite 
exhausted.  I then  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  give  some  wine,  but  was  soon 
obliged  to  discontinue  it  from  the 
violent  delirium  it  seemed  to  produce. 
The  quantity  she  took  at  this  time 
was  inconsiderable,  not  altogether 
amounting  to  half  a pint.  The  skin 
however  did  not  recover  its  former 
morbid  degree  of  heat.  From  this  time 
till  the  day  she  died,  which  was  the 
seventeenth  of  her  illness,  she  was 
evidently  getting  worse,  the  pulse  va- 
ried from  120  to  130  beats  in  the 
minute,  the  tongue  was  dry  and 
brown,  and  the  delirium  unabated  : 
during  this  period,  and  I had  observed 
the  same  thing  from  the  time  of  my 
first  seeing  her,  though  in  a less  de- 
gree, there  was  very  considerable 
tremor  and  subsultus  of  the  muscles, 
though  the  actual  muscular  debility, 
even  to  the  last,  was  not  so  great 
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as  might  have  been  expeeted.  Within 
a very  few  hours  of  her  death,  I saw 
her  standing  unsupported  in  bed, 
whilst  the  attendants  were  shifting  it, 
and  she  was  then  able  to  get  out  of 
bed  with  very  trifling  assistanee. 
During  the  last  36  hours  she  took 
wine  freely.  The  bowels  were  eon- 
stantly  irregular,  with  a disposition 
to  eostiveness,  but  stools  were  pro- 
cured at  least  once  in  24  hours.  I 
should  mention,  that  during  the  time 
the  cold  aflVision  was  employed,  little 
or  no  medicine  w as  given  internally, 
and  that  afterwards  she  took  the  cam- 
phor mixture  with  the  compound  spi- 
rit of  ether.  I have  been  thus  par- 
ticular in  my  account  of  this  case, 
' because  it  was  the  first  I saw,  and 
also  the  only  fatal  one.  During  my 
attendance  on  this  woman,  I was 
called  to  see  a gentleman,  who, 
together  with  general  fever,  had  a vio- 
lent and  acute  pain  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium,  with  great  tenderness,  and 

a pulse 
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fi  pulse  full  and  strong.  I bled  him 
freely,  at  first  from  the  arm,  and  after- 
wards by  cupping  and  leeches,  each 
of  which  gave  considerable  relief : the 
disease  however  went  through  its 
course  of  about  three  weeks,  with 
many  of  its  symptoms  not  Unlike 
those  which  characterized  the  prevail- 
ing complaint ; but  as  there  was  some 
obscurity  in  the  symptoms  of  this 
case,  I shall  forbear  to  relate  it  in 
detail. 

The  next  person,  by  whom  I was 
consulted,  was  a student  of  that  col- 
lege in  which  the  fever  had  been 
particularly  fatal.  The  symptoms 
were  nearly  the  same  as  those  which 
I have  described  above,  and  the  head- 
ache was  not  less  strongly  marked.  As 
the  cold  affusion  had  afforded  so  lit- 
tle relief  in  the  former  case,  after 
opening  the  bowels,  and  applying  a 
blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  I 
determined,  the  third  day  of  the 
disease,  on  trying  the  effect  of  leeches, 

three 
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three  to  each  temple  ; an  almost  im- 
mediate alleviation  of  the  pain  and 
confusion  of  the  head  followed,  with 
an  abatement  of  the  fever  : the  pa- 
tient gradually  became  better,  and 
in  a little  more  than  a week  I dis- 
continued my  attendance. 

I was  called  to  see  another  gentle- 
man on  the  second  day  after  the  at- 
tack, and  after  ordering  an  emetic, 
which  operated  also  upon  the  bowels, 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  tem- 
ples had  an  equally  good  effect  in 
preventing  the  headache,  and  remov- 
ing the  tendency  to  delirium,  though 
the  fever  still  went  through  its  course, 
unattended  by  these  particular  symp- 
toms. The  remainder  of  my  expe- 
rience, in  successive  cases,  began  at 
a somewhat  more  advanced  stage  of 
the  disease,  and  the  whole  may  be 
generalised  by  the  following  observa- 
tions. 

The  attack  was  usually  slow  and 
insidious  ; for  some  days  the  patients 

walked 
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walked  about  complaining  of  nothing 
but  headache,  and  a deranged,  which 
was  commonly  a costive,  state  of  the 
bowels.  The  headache  continued  to 
increase,  accompanied  with  great  lan- 
guor, until  these  symptoms  com- 
pelled the  sick  to  call  for  medical 
assistance,  when  I found  the  tongue 
to  be  white  and  thickly  coated,  and 
the  pulse  variable  from  100  to  120  ; 
there  was  not  always  an  increased  heat 
of  the  surface,  and  in  some  cases,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  was  not  merely 
a sensation  of  cold  complained  of  by 
the  patient  himself,  but  it  was  sen- 
sible also  to  the  feelinors  of  others.  I 

O 

saw  indeed  no  case  in  which  there 
existed  that  dry  and  hot  state  of  skin, 
which  more  immediately  calls  for  the 
cold  aifusion,  excepting  that  above  re- 
lated, and  the  success  attending  the 
practice  in  this  instance  was  not  such 
as  to  lead  to  its  repetition.  Cold  affu- 
sion was  accidentally  tried  in  the  case 
of  a gentleman,  who  was  recovering  from 

the 
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the  severity  of  his  illness,  and  whom 
we  had  hoped  to  declare  convalescent 
in  a few  days.  He  awoke  early  in  the 
morning,  hot,  as  he  described  it,  but 
as  I believe,  in  a state  of  perspiration, 
and  fancying  that  the  cold  bath  might 
be  of  service,  persuaded  his  nurse,  as 
a substitute  for  this,  to  throw  cold 
water  over  his  body  : during  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  relapsed,  and  suffered 
more  from  the  second  than  from  the 
first  attack  ; so  that  for  some  days  his 
recovery  was  doubtful.  The  treatment, 
that  I generally  adopted,  was  in  the  first 
case  to  clear  the  stomach  and  bowels 
by  antimonial  or  purgative  medicines, 
to  counteract  the  determination  of 
blood  to  the  head  by  leeches,  and 
occasionally  by  blisters,  and  after- 
wards to  give  saline  medicines,  and 
the  mineral  acids,  which,  as  soon  as 
the  symptoms  would  admit,  I com- 
bined with  the  decoctum  cinchonae 
and  its  tincture.  The  patients  always 
recovered  their  strength  slowly,  and 

the 
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the  tremor  of  the  muscles  remained 
a considerable  length  of  time,  (in  one 
instance  a fortnight  or  more,)  after 
all  the  febrile  symptoms  had  disap- 
peared, and  did  not  seem  to  be  in 
proportion  to  the  actual  muscular 
debility.  From  this  circumstance, 
and  from  the  violent  affection  of  the 
head,  and  delirium,  it  appeared  that 
the  nervous  system  was  under  the 
more  particular  influence  of  the  dis- 
order. In  some  cases  I found  wine 
useful  and  necessary,  but  it  could 
only  be  given  in  small  quantities.  The 
bowels  were  generally  irregular,  and 
the  evacuations  unhealthy,  of  a dark 
colour  and  offensive  smell,  but  still 
I saw  no  good  effect  from  large  doses 
of  purgative  medicines  ; on  the  con- 
trary, they  appeared  to  do  harm,  and 
rather  to  produce  that  great  torpidity 
of  the  intestines,  and  flatulence,  which 
sometimes  was  a very  distressing 
symptom.  Though  the  recoveries 
were  slow,  they  were  progressive, 

and 
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and  unattended,  as  far  as  I remark- 
ed, by  any  unusual  symptoms,  or  any 
thing  like  a crisis.  I could  not,  by  the 
most  earnest  attention  to  the  progress 
of  the  disease,  observe  any  thing  like 
an  intermittent  type  in  it : exacerba- 
tions, cccurring.generally,  though  not 
always,  towards  the  evening,  were  dis- 
tinctly evident  ; but  they  did  not 
leave  the  patient  free  from  fever,  nor 
did  they  recur  at  any  certain  intervals. 
The  remissions  did  not  seem  to  be 
sufficiently  complete  to  justify  an  ac- 
tive exhibition  of  the  cinchona  ; and 
in  one  or  two  cases,  when  it  was 
given  too  soon,  it  caused  consider- 
able derangement  of  the  bowels,  obli- 
ging me  to  defer  its  use.  I found  the 
decoction  and  tincture  sufficient  to 
complete  the  cure,  without  having 
recourse  to  a more  active  prepara- 
tion. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  who  attended,  I had 
an  opportunity  of  being  present  du- 
ring 
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ring  the  examination  of  the  body  of 
one  gentleman,  Mr.  J.  W.,  who  had 
died  of  this  disease,  bat  whom  I had 
not  seen  in  the  coutse  of  his  illness. 
The  examination  took  place  twenty- 
three  hours  after  death,  d he  bead 
was  first  opened,  and  in  so  doing  the 
dura  mater  was  cut  through  : there 
escaped  a considerable  quantity  of  a 
serous  fluid,  it  was  not  easy  to  esti- 
mate the  precise  cpiantity,  but  it  did 
not  amount  to  less  than  four  flui- 
drachms.  The  substance  of  the  brain 
was  particularly  firm,  and  showed,  on 
being  cut  through,  an  unusual  de- 
oree  of  vascularity.  The  ventricles 

o 

were  distended  w ith  serum.  The  abdo- 
minal viscera  were  of  a healthy  ap- 
pearance, except  that  the  bow  els  were 
much  distended  with  flatus. 

It  became  a very  interesting  question 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  fever 
was  infectious  : at  first  I was  disposed 
to  think  it  was  not,  for  I could  not 
hear  of  any  facts  that  favoured  an 

opposite 
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opposite  conclusion  : latterly  I have 
doubted  if  this  opinion  was  correct, 
and  the  following  circumstance  con- 
firms these  doubts:  A servant  girl,  who 
was  ill,  was  consequently  sent  home, 
from  a family  in  the  town,  to  her 
friends,  who  lived  at  a cottage  distant 
about  ten  miles  from  Cambridge,  at 
Stretham  Ferry  ; and  her  disease 
proved  to  be  the  fever,  of  which  she 
recovered  *,  nearly  all  the  family  be- 
came afterwards  ill  of  the  same  com- 
plaint, of  which  the  father  died.  I 
have  since  heard  of  other  cases  of  a 
similar  nature.  But  the  fever  cer- 
tainly did  not  strongly  partake  of  this 
character,  for  servants,  nurses,  and 
medical  attendants,  who  were  par- 
ticularly exposed  to  the  disease,  did 
not  suffer  from  it  more  than  others. 
In  the  two  larger  colleges,  only  one 
case  occurred  within  the  walls  of 
each.  The  proportion  of  cases  that 
died  of  this  disease  was  certainly 
great.  It  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult 


TRANSACTIONS.  397 

cult  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of 
persons  that  were  ill,  nor  would  it  be 
more  easy  to  find  out,  in  the  number 
of  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  town 
of  Cambridge,  how  many  arose  from 
this  cause.  In  the  university  it  was 
generally  understood  that  nine  per- 
sons had  died  of  fever,  and  from  all 
I can  collect,  it  would  appear  that 
the  number  of  decided  cases  was  less 
than  fifty.  Many  others  were  indis- 
posed, but  not  to  a degree  to  excite 
any  alarm,  and  readily  got  well  with 
the  use  only  of  some  evacuant  medi- 
cines. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  fever 
confined  its  attacks,  with  few  excep- 
tions, to  young  persons.  In  the  town 
the  children  were  the  chief  sufferers, 
and  many  died,  especially  amongst 
the  poor.  In  the  university  it  was 
the  younger  part  only  that  was  ill ; 
of  those  who  died  the  oldest  was 
about  twenty  five,  and  the  others  were 
from  nineteen  to  twenty  three  years  of 

age; 
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age  ; I do  not  know  a single  member 
of  the  university  above  thirty  years 
old  who  was  ill  of  fever. 

As  Cambridge  has  always,  and  with 
great  justice,  been  considered  as  an 
extremely  healthy  town,  I may  be  ex- 
pected in  this  place  to  say  something 
about  the  cause  of  the  late  unhealthi- 
ness of  the  place : but  as  this  is  a 
subject  on  which  much  difference  of 
opinion  exists,  I shall  avoid  entering 
upon  it  for  the  present,  and  shall 
only  observe,  that  I am  disposed  to 
attribute  it,  in  great  measure,  to  the 
state  of  the  drains  and  ditches,  which 
have  been  much  neglected  of  late, 
whilst  the  population  has  greatly  in- 
creased The  cause,  whatever  it 
might  be,  was  apparently  local : for 
some  time  the  disease  did  not  show 
itself  in  the  neigh.bouriiig  villages,  and 
when  it  did  make  its  appearance,  it 

* Active  measures  are  now  taking  to  remove 
this  cause  of  complaint. 
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was  only  in  a partial  manner  ; nor 
did  those  villao^es,  whose  situation  is 
low,  suffer  more  than  others.  I un- 
derstood from  a very  respectable  prac- 
titioner of  Ely,  which  is  situated  only 
sixteen  miles  from  Cambridge,  and 
very  much  surrounded  by  fens,  that 
that  town  and  neighbourhood  were 
remarkably  free  from  fever,  and  that 
the  only  cases  he  had  seen  were  in  the 
family  I have  alluded  to  above,  at 
Stretham  Ferry. 

There  is  every  appearance  that  the 
disorder  has  now  subsided,  we  have 
had  no  new  cases  for  some  time,  and 
those  few  that  remain  are  recovering. 

St.  JoJm*s  College^  May  1,  1815. 

P.  S.  I am  happy  to  be  able  to 
confirm  my  opinion  respecting  the 
disappearance  of  fever  from  this  town. 
Not  a single  case  has  occurred  since 
the  date  of  my  former  communica- 
tion ; and  the  convalescents  are  nearly 
well. 

May  25, 

XXVI.  A State- 
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XXVI.  A Statement  of  Tzco  Cases  of  Fever 
which  occurred  at  Cambridge.  By  Richard 
H ARRisoN,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Fhysicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  19th  June,  1815. 

The  deep  interest  which  the  fever 
prevalent  at  Cambridge  has  excited 
in  the  public  mind,  the  peculiarity 
of  many  of  its  symptoms,  and  the 
diversity  of  opinions  as  to  the  best 
plan  of  treatment,  may  render  a faith- 
ful narrative  of  two  severe  cases  not 
unacceptable  to  the  College,  lliese 
cases  were  particularly  interesting  to 
myself,  from  their  having  occurred  to 
my  own  relations.  In  one  of  them 
tlie  practice  was  successful : the  other 
had  a fatal  termination.  It  is  not 
my  intention,  in  the  following  paper, 
to  allude  to  the  particular  practice  of 
others : with  regard  to  the  cause  of 
this  disease,  I shall  not  attempt  to 
decide,  wishing  rather  to  relate  what 
occurred  in  these  two  cases,  than  to 

enter 
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enter  into  speculations  which  may 
bring  on  fruitless  discussions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Wilson,  aged  19,  had 
in  general  good  health,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  occasional  pains  in  the 
head.  His  excessive  study  during 
the  time  he  had  been  at  the  univer- 
sity, might  perhaps  have  somewhat 
debilitated  him.  When  I first  saw 
him,  (March  25,  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,)  he  complained  of  severe 
pain  across  the  forehead,  and  heavi- 
ness over  the  eyes  : his  nurse  observed 
that  she  had  several  times  found  him 
wandering  ; it  is  probable  that  some 
slight  delirium  had  existed  horn  the 
commencement  of  the  disease.  My 
suspicions  on  this  head  arise  from  the 
mistakes  he  made  in  respect  to  dates. 
He  observed  that  he  had  been  tor- 
mented with  blisters  for  a month, 
whereas  they  had  been  applied  only 
the  day  before.  He  also  enter- 
tained an  idea  that  lying  upon  his 
back  would  be  the  most  certain  mode 
VoL.  V.  D D of 
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of  restoring  him  to  health.  His  skin 
was  hot  and  dry,  his  countenance 
flushed,  his  tongue  white,  his  appetite 
good,  and  his  pulse  120,  and  full. 
From  what  I could  collect,  the  dis- 
ease had  commenced  March  15,  with 
the  symptoms  I have  just  mentioned, 
but  less  in  degree. 

26th,  Symptoms  somewhat  aggra- 
vated. 27th,  At  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  furious  delirium  came  on, 
which  left  him  at  eight  o’clock,  and 
his  mind  then  returned  to  the  state 
in  which  it  was  when  I first  saw  him. 
At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  his 
body  became  sensibly  cold,  and 
Was  followed  by  moisture  of  the  skin. 

28th,  This  morning  he  was  much 
better ; at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  cold  paroxysm  recurred,  and  was 
followed  by  violent  delirium  ; from 
this  time  the  mind  never  perfectly 
recovered  its  powers,  but  he  still  knew 
the  persons  present,  and  spoke  rati- 
onally on  several  subjects. 


29th. 
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S9th,  Much  the  same. 

30  th,  No  alteration.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  I return- 
ed to  London  ; previous  to  my  leav- 
ing him,  he  rose  in  his  bed,  and 
clasped  me  in  his  arms  with  such 
force,  that  I with  difficulty  disengaged 
myself. 

I am  indebted  to  my  friend  Dr, 
Briggs,  of  Liverpool,  the  uncle  of 
the  patient,  for  the  remainder  of  this 
report.  In  the  evening  of  the  30th, 
there  was  evident  tension  of  the  ab- 
domen ; the  stools  were  also  watery. 
31st,  He  had  a very  tranquil  night, 
and  is  in  every  respect  better ; about 
ten  o’clock  the  disease  increased, 
the  tension  of  the  abdomen  became 
greater,  and  there  was  soreness  on 
pressure.  April  1,  During  the  night, 
was  more  confused  and  distressed  with 
horrors  ; and  between  five  and  six  in 
the  morning,  he  appeared  nearly  ex- 
hausted, in  so  much  that  he  could 
not  even  suck  a feather,  and  the 
D D 2 nurses 
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nurses  had  ceased  to  attempt  giving 
him  any  thing ; nay,  while  I went 
to  breakfast,  they  had  even  emptied 
every  cup  and  glass  which  contained 
any  kind  of  beverage,  and  were  clean- 
ing up  the  room  as  if  he  were  dead  ; 
but  perceiving  that  his  breathing  and 
pulse  were  not  materially  worse,  I 
tried  him  again,  first  with  a feather, 
and  afterwards  with  a spoon,  and 
finding  that  he  took  what  was  offered, 
I asked  him  how  he  was,  and  receiv- 
ed for  answer  that  he  was  very  well. 
He  knew  me  perfectly,  and  answered 
many  questions  as  well  as  ever ; I 
shewed  him  my  watch  which  he  at 
once  distinguished,  but  when  I asked 
him  the  hour,  he  just  looked  at  the 
figures,  and  then  drew  his  head  away 
and  shut  his  eyes.  He  took  plenti- 
fully of  wine  whey,  and  even  brandy 
and  water,  which  continued  to  be 
administered  till  deglutition  at  last 
became  so  imperfect,  that  I cautioned 
the  assistant  against  persevering,  lest 

instant 
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instant  suffocation  should  be  induced. 
At  one  o’clock  he  expired.  Before 
he  died,  the  abdomen  became  con- 
siderably distended. 


DISSECTION. 

On  removing  the  calvarium,  the 
vessels  of  the  dura  mater  appeared 
distended  with  blood,  the  other  ves- 
sels of  the  brain  were  fuller  than 
natural ; between  the  dura  and  pia 
mater,  there  w as  a large  quantity  of 
fid  id,  besides  which  much  more  had 
escaped  and  run  upon  the  floor,  in 
consequence  of  the  saw  having  passed 
through  the  membranes  previous  to 
the  disenoaoement  of  the  calvarium. 

The  medullary  substance  of  the 
brain  contained  many  blotches  of 
blood.  The  lateral  ventricles  were 
very  much  distended  with  fluid.  The 
gall-bladder  was  found  empty.  The 

stomach 
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stomach  and  intestines  were  miich 
distended  with  flatus.  The  thorax 
was  not  examined. 


Mr.  William  Wilson,  aged  24,  of 
a robust  habit,  had  never  suffered  ill- 
ness before  his  present  complaint, 
April  2.  He  complained  of  dizziness 
in  the  head,  and  ringing  in  the  ears, 
for  three  or  four  days,  and  has  this 
day  in  addition  pain  across  the  fore- 
head and  over  the  eyes;  pulse  106, 
and  full.  He  was  directed  to  take  a 
dose  of  calomel  and  jalap.  At  four 
o’clock,  when  at  dinner,  the  pain 
was  very  much  increased,  which  he  as- 
cribed to  eating,  and  taking  a small 
quantity  of  wine.  Tongue  white,  pulse 
120,  full;  bled  to  16  ounces  ; blood 
not  very  buffy. 

3d,  Felt  better;  pulse  110,  In 
the  evening  he  left  Cambridge,  and 
arrived  in  London  the  next  morning ; 

s he 
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he  complained  of  pain  in  the  head 
and  coldness  during  the  journey,  which 
altogether  he  bore  very  well.  Con- 
tinued much  the  same  till  Thursday 
the  10th,  having  daily  taken  saline 
purgatives,  or  jalap  and  calomel,  and 
occasionally  diaphoretics,  which  pro- 
duced sweating  without  affording  re- 
lief. Was  kept  on  low  diet,  and 
complained  of  increased  pain  when- 
ever he  indulged  in  animal  food,  even 
in  small  quantity  ; his  appetite  was 
uniformly  good  ; he  occasionally  felt 
cold;  had  no  rigors;  but  now  and  then 
a slight  cough.  The  pain  across  tlfe 
forehead  and  over  the  eyes  became 
more  severe  ; tongue  white ; pulse  1 1 5, 
and  very  full.  Six  leeches  w ere  ap- 
plied to  the  temples,  which  extracted 
a considerable  quantity  of  blood,  and 
afforded  him  much  relief.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  low,  and  took  purga- 
tives till  the  18tb,  at  which  time  the 
symptoms  became  considerably  aggra- 
vated. Fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
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were  taken  from  the  arm  in  a full 
stream  ; the  blood  very  buffy,  and 
the  coagulum  not  firm.  Bleeding 
did  not  give  so  much  relief  as  the 
leeches. 

19th,  Confined  to  the  house,  very 
weak  and  irritable ; felt  pain  at- 
tended  with  great  dizziness  of  the 
head;  pulse  120;  he  had  some  sleep 
in  the  night,  with  startings. 

20th,  Dr.  Ainslie  was  this  day 
called  into  consultation,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  treatment  was  con- 
ducted by  us  jointly:  our  patient  had 
become  still  weaker,  and  it  was  deem^ 
ed  advisable  to  remove  him  to  my  own 
house,  with  a view  of  ’ obtaining 
greater  attention,  and  more  regular 
attendance  ; he  was  conveyed  in  a 
sedan  chair,  but  complained  after- 
wards of  this  mode  of  conveyance  ; 
seemed  fatigued  and  irritated,  per- 
haps by  the  idea  of  having  excited 
the  curiosity  of  the  passengers  in  the 
Street.  Pulse  very  frequent,  head- 
ache 
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ache  violent,  was  cupped  to  sixteen 
ounces  and  put  to  bed  ; much  reliev- 
ed by  the  cupping,  but  still  com- 
plained of  dizziness  when  in  the  erect 
position  ; took  a saline  draught  in  the 
evening. 

2 1st,  He  slept  well  in  the  night;  in 
the  morning  took  an  ounce  of  castor 
oil,  which  produced  four  stools  of  a 
natural  colour.  Pulse  120,  very  irrit- 
able ; has  perspired  much  ; the  dizzi- 
ness of  the  head  continues ; ordered 
the  saline  draught  three  times  a day; 
slept  at  different  times  during  the  day. 
2 2d,  Slept  pretty  well,  but  did  not 
seem  refreshed  : took  an  ounce  of 
castor  oil,  which  procured  five  or  six 
motions;  pulse  much  the  same;  com- 
plains of  great  dizziness  in  the  head 
and  severe  pain  ; cupped  on  the  back 
to  sixteen  ounces,  which  occasioned 
fainting,  but  relieved  the  pain  in 
the  head : this  pain  however  returned 
whenever  he  was  in  the  erect  posi- 
tion, nearly  accompanied  with  great 

fainting. 
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^ fainting.  The  saline  draughts  were 
continued,  with  three  grains  of  calo- 
mel, in  the  evening.  23d,  Slept 
tolerably  well ; much  the  same  in 
every  respect ; the  saline  draught 
continued.  24th,  Slept  well,  but 
complains  of  great  noise  in  his  head; 
twitchings  of  his  mouth  and  hands 
were  now  observed.  In  the  even- 
ing he  was  more  feverish  and  restless; 
pulse  fuller  and  more  frequent ; the 
calomel  was  repeated  in  the  evening. 
25th,  Had  four  stools  in  the  night, 
perspired  profusely  this  morning,  and 
is  more  irritable : pulse  120,  full, 
and  vibrating : repeat  the  calomel. 
26th,  He  had  no  sleep  during  the 
night.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he 
had  four  very  offensive  stools  ; in  the 
evening  pulse  became  more  frequent 
and  full ; restlessness  increased ; great 
pain  with  a sense  of  weight  in  the 
head ; was  cupped  to  eight  ounces, 
which  he  bore  well ; the  affection  of 
the  head  considerably  relieved.  In 

the 
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the  night,  the  lower  jaw  and  other 
parts  were  convulsed.  27th,  No  ])ains 
in  the  head,  or  sleep  during  the  night; 
whenever  he  attempted  to  compose 
himself  to  sleep  he  was  prevented  by 
sudden  startings  ; ordered  extract  of 
hyoscyamus  three  grains,  opiate  con- 
fection four,  and  ten  drachms  of  de- 
coction of  bark  every  four  hours. 
N.B.  to  take  wine  in  his  gruel  and 
sago : a blister  was  put  behind  each 
ear ; hitherto  he  had  strongly  ob- 
jected to  the  application  of  blisters. 
During  the  course  of  this  day  he 
was  much  the  same  as  yesterday ; 
the  perspirations  were  so  copious, 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  change 
his  linen.  In  the  eveninsr  he  was 
exceedingly  low  and  desponding,  with 
a return  of  the  convulsions. 

28th,  No  sleep  in  the  night;  breath- 
ing laborious  and  gasping;  the  con- 
vulsions more  general.  His  nurse 
observing  him  to  become  suddenly 
quiet  thpught  he  was  dead : at  five 

o’clock 
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o’clock  I was  called  up,  and  found 
him  generally  convulsed,  with  a par- 
ticular anxious  countenance,  great 
despondency,  and  deluged  in  perspira- 
tion ; pulse  130,  weaker;  gave  him 
immediately  thirty  drops  of  tincture 
of  opium  ; an  hour  afterwards  twenty 
more : at  twelve  o’cloek  he  was  better, 
but  has  no  sleep  : pulse  120,  stronger  ; 
ordered  tincture  of  bark  one  drachm, 
powder  half  a draehin,  decoction  of 
bark  ten  drachms,  with  ten  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium  every  three  hours. 
During  the  day  he  had  seven  stools, 
and  was  somewhat  better  : at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening  his  feet  were 
put  into  warm  water,  and  he  took 
forty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium;  at 
eleven  o’clock,  not  having  slept,  the 
forty  drops  were  repeated,  which  pro- 
cured him  half  an  hour’s  sleep  ; at 
two  o’clock  he  took  fifty  drops  more, 
after  which  he  slept  for  tw  o hours. 

29th,  Pulse  softer,  his  general 
state  of  health  better,  and  states  that 

the 
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the  fever  has  altogether  left  him. 
During  the  day  he  had  eleven  very 
offensive  motions,  of  a deep  green 
colour,  the  latter  ones  not  so  offensive 
as  the  former : continue  the  bark 
draus:hts.  In  the  evenins:  between 
six  and  seven  o’clock,  gave  him  fifty 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium  : at  eleven 
has  had  no  sleep  ; states  that  he  has 
not  the  slightest  disposition  to  sleep, 
observing,  that  when  his  eyes  are 
closed,  he  has  a sensation  of  some- 
thing dancing  before  them  ; he  coin- 
plains  also  of  his  eyesight  generally  ; 
the  flame  of  the  candle  appears  as  if 
it  were  deep  red ; gave  him  sixty 
drops  of  tincture  of  opium:  from  eleven 
o’clock  till  one  he  slept  calmly,  and 
appeared  refreshed:  at  two  o’clock  he 
took  forty  drops  more,  which  procured 
him  three  hours’  sleep.  30th,  Had 
eleven  stools  yesterday,  and  five  du- 
ring the  night ; at  one  o’clock  to-day 
the  bark  draughts  were  discontinued, 
aud  four  grains  of  qalomel  were  given. 

He 
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He  had  six  stools  before  four  o’clock, 
when  he  appeared  depressed  in  spirits 
and  very  irritable,  with  slight  twitch- 
ings  of  the  muscles  of  the  arms ; 
repeat  draught,  with  twenty  drops 
of  tincture  of  opium  : before  eleven 
o’clock  he  had  two  more  stools.  He 
slept  at  different  times  in  the  day ; 
at  eleven  o’clock  he  took  fifty  drops 
of  tincture  of  opium.  May  1st,  Slept 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  night,  and 
snored  much,  but  did  not  feel  re- 
freshed. He  complains  of  his  nose 
being  stuffed  up ; pulse  100,  and 
softer ; has  giddiness,  but  no  pain  in 
the  head ; has  had  four  stools  since 
last  night,  and  on  the  whole  seems 
much  better.  The  appetite  to-day 
appeared  somewhat  impaired ; he  con- 
tinued to  doze  till  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  laudanum  in 
the  draughts  was  discontinued.  2d, 
Slept  all  night  without  any  snoring ; 
in  the  last  twenty-four,  hours  he  had 
four  stools,  in  which  the  gruel,  sago, 

and 
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and  oranges  appeared  undigested  : 
continue  the  draught.  The  pulse  ia 
the  morning  was  98,  and  by  four 
o’clock  had  risen  to  110,  with  brown 
tongue,  and  great  despondency ; he 
has  had  two  stools  since  eleven 
o’clock.  At  ten  o’clock  at  night,  pulse 
had  fallen  to  98,  and  was  softer.  He 
then  took  two  grains  of  calomel,  and 
forty  drops  of  laudanum  ; he  had  not 
slept  duruig  the  day.  3d,  Slept  little 
pulse  96  : perspired  much  in  the 

night;  has  had  no  stool  since  four 
o’clock  yesterday  afternoon  ; took  six 
grains  of  calomel  ; pulse  90.  Five 
o’clock,  no  stool ; took  half  an  ounce 
of  castor  oil.  4th,  Pulse  1 04  ; slept 
well,  but  had  no  stool ; he  then  took 
two  drachms  of  sulphate  of  potash  in 
two  ounces  of  water,  which  produced 
five  motions.  This  afternoon  pulse 
fell  to  90,  tongue  more  natural,  head 
rather  dizzy ; continued  the  draughts, 
and  three  giains  of  calomel  in  the 
evening,  5th,^  Slept  well,  pulse  85; 

some 
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some  hardness  of  the  abdomen  ; con- 
tinued the  draught.  In  the  evening 
a slight  cough  came  on,  repeated  the 
calomel  at  bed  time.  0th,  Slept 
M ell,  perspired  a good  deal ; pulse 
85,  abdomen  hard,  had  no  stools 
yesterday  : the  calomel  was  repeated 
immediately,  and  at  two  o’clock  the 
sulphate  of  potash  : six  motions  were 
produced  which  were  not  so  offensive 
as  they  had  been  : complained  this 
evening  of  the  head-ache,  which  he 
ascribed  to  coughing ; repeat  calo- 
mel. 7th,  During  the  night  he  per- 
spired much  and  slept  well ; more 
cheerful  than  he  has  been  ; in  the 
night  he  had  three  copious  evacua- 
tions ; Avith  a little  assistance  he 
walked  from  his  chamber  to  the  ad- 
joining room,  wliere  he  sat  for  a 
short  time.  8th,  Much  better ; per- 
spired much  in  the  night,  pulse  80  ; 
no  stool,  the  calomel  was  repeated. 
9th,  Slept  not  quite  so  well,  pulse 
75 : no  stool,  repeat  the  salts.  In 

the 
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the  evening  he  had  liad  five  stools, 
not  oft’ensive  ; repeated  the  calomel. 
10th,  He  slept  well,  much  the  same  in 
every  respect : from  this  time  till 

June  12,  he  has  had  no  pain,  but 
the  dizziness  continued  a considera- 
ble time,  and  left  him  very  gradu- 
ally. 

I shall  now  endeavour  to  draw  a 
comparison  between  these  two  paral- 
lel cases. 

In  the  younger  brother,  who  fell  a 

victim  to  this  disease,  rigors  were 

never  present;  and  although  the  elder 

at  the  commencement  frequently  felt 

cold,  yet  he  never  had  a shivering. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  cold 
%/ 

in  fever  is  merely  a sensation,  not 
arising  from  any  actual  change  of 
temperature : but  twice  during  my 
stay  at  Cambridge,  the  body  of  the 
younger  brother  became  so  genera  % 
and  evidently  cold,  that  the  nurse 
thought  he  was  expiring;  this  cold 
stage,  after  active  friction,  uas  suc- 
VoL.  V.  E E ceeded 


418  MEDICAL 

ceeded  by  warmth ; a slight  per- 
spiration afterwards  came  on,  during 
which  the  patient  was  better  than  at 
any  other  time  during  his  complaint. 
Throughout  these  three  different 
stages,  there  was  no  perceptible  dif- 
ference in  his  pulse,  and  during  the 
actual  existence  of  cold,  the  patient 
was  altogether  unconscious  of  it.  In 
the  elder,  this  presence  of  absolute 
cold  was  never  observed.  The  pulse 
of  the  younger  varied  considerably ; 
when  1 first  saw  him  it  was  120,  and 
full.  During  the  whole  course  of  the 
complaint  in  the  elder  brother,  the 
pulse  varied  from  100  to  120,  till  the 
2d  of  June,  when  it  alternated,  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  case ; always  full 
and  resisting,  and  what  might  be 
called  a banging  pulse,  giving  a sen- 
sation like  the  vibratory  motion  of 
the  string  of  a^  harp  ; when  pressed 
upon,  it  forced  itself  strongly  under 
the  finger.  The  bleedings  had  no 
evident  effect  upon  the  pulse.  In- 
creased 
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creased  heat  was  at  different  times 
very  strongly  marked  in  l)ot!i  pa- 
tients. Except  at  the  times  when,  as 
I have  mentioned,  perceptible  cold 
nas  followed  by  warmth  and  slight 
perspiration,  the  skin  of  tlie  younger 
brother  was  constantly  parched  ; the 
diaphoretics  which  were  exhibited  liad 
no  effect  in  producing  perspiration. 
In  the  elder,  diaphoresis  sometimes 
came  on  spontaneously,  and  was  al- 
ways easily  produced,  but  never  af- 
forded relief.  With  the  exception  of 
a slight  cough,  which  continued  for 
a short  time  with  the  elder  brother, 
the  respiration  was  in  both  cases  na- 
tural ; in  both  of  them  convulsive  ac- 
tion took  place,  but  in  the  younger 
brother  it  was  not  only  a more  con- 
stant attendant,  (for  after  the  first 
violent  attack  of  delirium,  it  scarcely 
ever  left  him,)  but  it  existed  in  a 
much  higher  degree.  All  the  ex- 
ti’emities  were  affected,  but  the  up- 
per ones  in  particular;  he  had  consi- 
E E 2 derable 
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clerable  twitchings  of  the  muscles  of  the 
hands,  and  slight  suhsultus  tendinuni. 

Four  days  before  death  took  place, 
he  was  observed  to  pick  the  bed- 
clothes. The  sense  of  touch  was 
small,  of  sight  perfect,  and  of  hear- 
ing acute.  In  the  elder  brother  the 
sight  was  considerably  affected.  When 
I first  saw  the  younger  brother  he 
had  slight  delirium : it  afterwards 
arose  to  what  might  more  properly 
be  called  delirium  ferox  : the  college 
porter  and  nurse  tried  in  vain  to  keep 
him  in  bed  : he  walked  up  and  down 
the  room,  exclaiming  that  they  were 
going  to  murder  him  : he  addressed 
me  however  and  others  by  our  proper 
names.  After  the  first  violent  attack 
of  delirium  had  subsided,  it  appeared 
to  me  to  recur  in  paroxysms  : indeed 
in  both  instances  there  seemed  to  be 
evident  remissions  and  exacerbations. 
It  was  this  that  induced  us  to  resort . 
to  the  employment  of  bark  in  the 
elder  brother.  His  intellect  always 

con- 
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continued  good,  but  he  was  con- 
stantly apprehensive  that  it  Mould 
not  remain  so;  the  various  bleedings 
considerably  relieved  the  pain  of  the 
head,  but  appeared  to  have  no  effect 
on  the  dizziness.  In  all  the  cases  of 
this  fever  which  have  come  to  my 
knoMledge,  pain  and  dizziness  in  the 
head  Mere  present  at  the  commence- 
ment of  it : in  one  severe  case,  al- 
though the  patient  recovered  his 
health,  he  has  not  altoo^ether  regain- 
ed  his  natural  strength  of  memory. 
Vomiting  never  took  place  in  either 
brother.  In  both,  the  appetite  re- 
mained good;  the  younger  frequently 
asking  for  nourishing  food,  and  the 
elder  constantly  declared  he  could  en- 
joy a beef-steak.  At  the  latter  part  of 
his  disease,  hoMever,  the  digestion  m as 
not  perfect,  as  appeared  from  the 
portions  of  aliment  in  the  stools:  nei- 
ther of  them  ever  complained  of 
thirst.  In  the  younger  brother  the 
tongue,  Mhen  I first  saM'  him.  Mas 

white, 
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white,  it  afterwards  became  of  a 
brownish  white,  and  at  particular 
times,  especially  after  the  severe  de- 
lirium, it  was  of  a deep  brown.  In 
the  elder  brother  the  tongue  was  ge- 
nerally clean,  except  some  degree  of 
whiteness,  and  a brownness,  which 
took  place  when  the  pulse  began  to 
fall.  From  the  very  commencement, 
till  after  the  first  attack  of  severe  deli- 
rium in  the  younger  brother,  the 
countenance  and  conversation  were 
uniformly  cheerful:  afterwards,  though 
fearless  of  death,  he  stated  that  re- 
covery was  impossible.  In  the  other 
brother,  anxiety  and  despondency 
were  constantly  present.  In  the  first 
case  there  was  great  watchfulness, 
and  when  sleep  was  procured,  little 
relief  was  obtained.  The  second  at- 
tack of  delirium  occurred  about  an 
hour  after  sleep.  The  elder  brother, 
so  long  as  pain  in  the  head  continued 
severe,  slept  well,  but  constantly  main- 
tained that  sleep  afforded  him  no  relief. 

Watchful- 
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Watchfulness  came  on  at  the  time 
that  convulsive  actions  became  most 
conspicuous.  In  both  instances  the 
boAvels  were  easily  kept  open,  but  their 
operation  had  no  effect  in  mitigating 
the  symptoms.  The  stools  of  the  elder, 
except  at  the  beginning  and  termina- 
tion of  the  disease,  were  the  most 
offensive  I ever  knev.  The  bark, 
though  combined  with  large  doses  of 
tincture  of  opium,  acted  as  a strong 
purgative. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a 
letter  with  which  I w as  favoured  by 
Dr.  Briggs,  respecting  the  case  of 
the  younger  brother. 

“ Nothing  in  the  w orld  can  convey 
a more  erroneous  idea  of  its  nature, 
than  to  characterize  it  as  a fever  of 
debility.  Till  within  a veryfew'  hours  of 
his  death,  he  could  speak  and  swallow 
perfectly  w ell,  but  how  different  is  this 
from  the  termination  of  real  typhus  ? 
On  the  evening  before  his  death,  he 
talked  as  usual  about  dying,  and 
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desired  me  to  settle  with  Mr.  Shaw, 
(the  tutor)  about  his  funeral.  In  the 
night  he  was  so  strong,  that  they 
could  not  keep  him  in  bed,  and  were 
obliged  to  call  me  up.  This  delirium 
was  of  a peculiar  kind,  such  as  I 
have  never  seen,  but  where  the  brain 
was  decidedly  the  seat  of  disease. 
It  was  terror,  lest  he  should  be 
burnt  in  a flaming  fire  ; he  continu- 
ally called  out  that  he  was  not  afraid 
of  dying,  but  that  it  was  dreadful  to 
be  put  in  a cauldron  full  of  flames  : 
during  the  whole  of  this  time  he 
knew  every  person  about  him,  and 
argued  accurately.  Some  times  it 
appeared  to  be  the  burning  after 
death  which  appalled  him,  and  he 
would  express  a wish  to  have  Simeon 
to  see  him. 

‘‘  The  diarrhoea  that  he  had  for  the 
two  last  days  was  spurious,  and  was 
checked  by  infusion  of  senna  with 
sulphate  of  magnesia.  I do  not  know 
whether  you  had  noticed,  that  from 

rather 
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ratlier  an  early  period  of  the  disease 
the  poor  fellow  was  so  far  disordered 
that  he  passed  his  urine  unconsciously : 
it  was  after  you  were  gone  that  I dis- 
covered that  the  whole  of  the  nates 
were  excoriated,  and  in  a state  ap- 
proaching to  gangrene.” 

Dr.  B riggs,  in  the  above  extract, 
where  he  states  ‘‘  nothing  in  the  world 
can  convey  a more  erroneous  idea  of 
its  nature,  than  to  characterize  it  as 
a fever  of  debility,”  alludes  to  a state-' 
ment  of  this  case  given  in  the  18th 
page  of  Mr.  Okes’s  Observations  upon 
the  F ever  la  tel  y prevalent  in  C a mbri  d ge. 
Mr.  Okes  observes,  ‘‘In  the  course 
of  the  illness,  there  was  great  varia- 
tion of  pulse,  but  it  always  indicated 
great  debility.”  In  the  same  account, 
Mr.  Okes  has  inaccurately  stated  the 
death  to  have  taken  place  on  the 
3d,  instead  of  the  1st  of  April. 

M' ith  a wish  to  avoid  controversv, 
which  might  severely  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  the  parents  of  the  deceased, 

I have 
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I have  declined  mentioning  the  treat- 

O 

ment  adopted.  It  may  not  however 
be  improper  to  remark,  that  neither 
general  nor  topical  bleeding  was  em- 
ployed nntil  Dr.  Briggs  arrived  at 
Cambridge,  which  was  on  Wednes- 
day, the  29th  of  March,  being  the 
fifteenth  day  from  the  first  invasion 
of  the  disease.  But  even  at  this  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  complaint,  we 
Avere  persuaded  that  there  was  lit- 
tle to  be  dreaded  from  the  debility 
which  might  result  from  topical  bleed- 
ing ; consequently,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
temples,  and  blisters  to  the  legs.  By 
mistake,  a blister,  which  had  been 
intended  for  the  head,  was  not  ap- 
plied until  Thursday.  These  re- 
medies were  so  far  from  increasing 
the  debility,  or  inducing  bad  conse- 
quences, that  I learned  from  Dr.  B. 

he  was  so  much  more  tranquil 
through  the  night,  that  on  the  Friday 
morning  he  venturerl  to  indulge 

some 
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some  faint  hope  of  a recovery.  In- 
deed he  was  so  far  improved  in  self- 
recollection, as  to  he  convinced  that 
those  terrible  ideas  of  people  coming 
to  put  him  into  a darning  caiddron 
were  illusions  ; for  when  1 said  to 
him  on  Friday  morning  that  he  ^vas 
better,  he  replied,  yes,  but  every 
morning  when  I awake,  I am  in  a 
terrible  passion  about  something  or 
other.  Alas,  poor  fellow,  instead  of 
every  morning,  it  was  every  live 
minutes.” 

I should  not  ascribe  the  relief  en- 
tirel}^  to  these  remedies,  for  as  I have 
stated  before,  he  had  at  different  times 
similar  remissions.  But  had  the  dis- 
ease been  dependent  on  debility, 
these  remedies  would  probably  have 
been  followed  by  a dilferent  result. 
Even  in  the  night  before  he  died,  we 
learn  from  Dr.  Briggs’s  statement, 
that  he  was  so  strong,  that  they  could 
not  keep  him  in  bed,  which  I ima- 
gine 
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gine  will  be  considered  as  conclusive 
on  this  head. 

Every  one  who  shall  peruse  these 
two  cases  will,  I think,  coincide  withme 
in  opinion,  that  they  originated  from 
the  same  cause,  and  will  be  ready  to 
agree,  that  the  quantity  of  blood,  taken 
from  the  elder  patient,  would  have 
been  fatal  to  him  if  the  fever  had 
been  typhus. 


BLOOD  TAKEN. 


Oz. 

April  2 16 

10,  six  leeches  6 

18  14 

20,  cupped  16 

22  16 

26  8 


4th  day  of  disease. 
14th. 

22d. 

24th. 

26th. 

30th. 


76 


Notwithstanding  this,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  symptoms  of  increased 
action,  he  had  sufficient  strength  re- 
maining to  enable  him,  with  very  lit- 
tle assistance,  to  walk  from  one  room 
to  another. 
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XXVII.  The  History  of  a Case  of  Pui*[)ura 

Haeinorrhagica.  By  G.  \J.  Yeats,  M.D. 

Fellozo  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  26th  June,  1815. 

On  Thursday  morning,  March  31st, 
1 803,  Sarah  ^Vhite,  aged  1 8,  un- 
married, a respectable  fanner’s  daugh- 
ter in  the  county  of  Bedford,  after 
having  passed  a good  night  in  sound 
sleep,  upon  waking,  found  the  pillow 
very  much  discoloured  with  blood, 
and  a good  deal  of  it  in  her  month 
and  nose,  coagulated  and  of  a dark 
colour.  She  felt  no  particular  indispo- 
sition at  her  usual  hour  of  risino;  at  six 
o’clock.  On  w ashing  her  mouth,  fresh 
blood  of  a more  florid  colour  cozed 
in  a considerable  quantity  from  her 
mouth  and  nose.  Her  mother  then 
observed  two  or  three  purple  spots  on 
the  left  side  of  her  neck.  She  ate 
her  breakfast  as  usual  w ith  appetite. 
The  blood  continued  to  ooze  from 
her  mouth  and  nose,  and  the  spots 
to  make  their  appearance  the  whole 

of 
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of  the  day.  No  dinner  was  eaten 
from  a deficiency  of  appetite,  but 
she  took  some  bread  and  butter  in 
the  evening  with  her  tea.  She  went 
to  bed  at  nine  o’clock,  making  no 
particular  complaint  except  of  a sense  of 
aching  and  stiffness  in  the  calves  of  her 
legs:  she  passed  a good  night,  without 
any  restlessness,  heat,  or  uneasy  sensa- 
tion ; did  not  rise  till  nine  o’clock  on 
Friday  morning,  as  she  felt  tired;  the 
blood  still  continuing  to  ooze.  Between 
ten  and  elev^en  o’clock  on  this  morn- 
ing I first  saw  her.  Upon  examining 
her,  I found  the  blood  issuing  from 
distinct  points  on  the  under  lip,  and 
on  the  internal  part  of  the  fauces,  of 
a florid  colour.  The  skin  of  the  whole 
body  was  mottled  with  spots,  not  the 
least  elevated,  from  the  size  of  a flea- 
bite  to  that  of  the  tip  of  the  little 
finger.  She  complained  of  a pain  at 
the  stomach  : the  skin  was  perfectly 
cool : the  pulse  80,  sufficiently  firm 
and  full.  The  tongue  w as  evidently 
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moist,  but  I could  not  tell  its  exact 
state,  as  it  was  much  discoloured  with 
blood.  The  appetite  was  deficient,  but 
no  thirst  was  complained  of;  the  coun- 
tenance was  rather  pale.  As  the 
bowels  had  been  costive  for  two  days, 
a dose  of  the  magnesiae  sulphas  was 
directed,  and  an  infusion  of  the 
conserve  of  roses  in  mint  water,  acidu- 
lated with  the  diluted  sulphuric  acid, 
was  prescribed  to  be  taken  at  pro- 
per intervals.  Her  constitution  was 
healthy  and  robust,  and  her  circum- 
stances were  sufficiently  affiuent  to 
procure  all  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniencies  of  life.  I called  again  on 
the  following  morning : she  had  not 
slept  much,  and  had  complained  of 
sickness,  and  had  vomited  above  tw  ice 
during  the  night ; w hat  was  brought 
up  was  small  in  quantit}',  and  had 
no  particular  appearance,  except  some 
dark  coloured  coagulated  flocculi, 
most  probably  blood  from  the  fauces. 
She  had  three  stools  of  a dark  colour, 

s by 
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by  account  as  they  were  not  pre- 
served for  inspection.  The  urine  was 
not  high-coloured,  and  some  of  it  on 
standing  became  milky : she  had  now 
very  alarming  symptoms  : the  coun- 
tenance was  ghastly  pale,  and  she 
was  faint : the  pulse  scarcely  to  be 
felt,  and  exceedingly  quick:  the  spots 
had  increased  in  size  and  number, 
and  were  darker  coloured ; and  dark 
blotches,  like  bruises,  but  more  deeply 
seated  than  the  spots,  had  made  their 
appearance  : the  under  lip  had  ceased 
to  bleed,  and  the  spots,  whence  the 
blood  issued,  had  become  dark  co- 
loured and  enlarged,  and  a dark  co- 
loured spot  of  considerable  size  was 
observed  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the 
tongue.  The  blood  still  issued  from 
the  fauces,  but  not  in  such  quantity 
as  before  ; and  it  was  observed  by  the 
person  who  sat  up  with  her,  that  the 
blood  flowed  less  freely  in  her  sleep 
than  when  she  was  awake.  I imme- 
diately gave  her  some  wine,  which 
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had  a good  effect  upon  the  pulse, 
and  I desired  it  might  be  repeated. 
I ordered  for  her  the  decoct,  cin- 
chonte,  with  diluted  sulphuric  acid. 
I also  desired  she  might  have  oranges^ 
and  that  she  might  be  sponged  w ith 
\varm  vinegar. 

I saw  her  again  between  six  and  seven 
o’clock  the  same  afternoon : she  had 
vomited  up  the  first  and  second  dose 
of  her  bark,  it  was  therefore  not  re- 
peated : she  also  had  thrown  up  some 
broth  w Inch  was  o;iven  her : the  wine 
however  was  retained,  also  an  orange, 
a bit  of  bread  and  butter,  and  some 
tea  with  milk  and  sugar.  The  coun- 
tenance was  more  lively,  the  pulse  I 
could  count  at  148  beats  in  a minute. 
The  spots  on  the  sponged  parts  had 
assumed  a brighter  colour,  and  the 
oozing  of  the  blood  had  considerably 
diminished : tongue  moist,  but  she 
has  complained  of  thirst,  and  has  felt 
a little  chilly  once  or  twice  to  day:  the 
bark  beino’  vomited  up,  I cjave  it  her 
VoL.  V.  F F in 
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ill  a state  of  effervescence,  with  the 
carboiiat  of  potash  and  citric  acid  ; 
but  in  this  form  also  it  was  reject- 
ed by  the  stomach.  I then  desired 
her  to  take  tlie  saline  effervescing 
draught,  >^  ith  a few  drops  of  tinctura 
opii. 

Saturday,  April  3d. 

She  has  passed  a quiet  night  ; the 
effervescing  draughts  were  retained, 
but  she  was  nevertheless  sick  once  in 
the  night  after  taking  some  cold  tea. 
Pulse  much  the  same  as  last  evening, 
as  also  the  petechiac  and  vibices  : the 
haemorrhage  from  the  fauces  has 
ceased  : the  skin  is  perfectly  cool : 
she  makes  no  particular  complaint, 
except  that  the  stomach  is  uneasy, 
and  that  she  felt  a little  cold  this 
morning.  The  urine  is  small  in 
quantity,  and  of  a natural  colour. 
I wished  to  try  the  bark  again,  but 
she  expressed  so  great  a repugnance 
to  it,  on  account  of  the  nausea  and 
uneasiness  it  occasioned  in  her  sto- 
mach. 
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niacli,  that  I did  not  press  it  I 
therefore  desired  two  ounces  of  it 
finely  powdered  to  be  quilted  in  a ca- 
lico jacket,  and  applied  round  the 
body  in  the  manner  described  by  Dr. 
Pye,  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
Medical  Observations  and  Inquiries. 
I had  already  made  use  of  this  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  cinchona  in  two  cases 
with  success  ; the  only  cases  in  which 
I had  at  that  time  ever  used  it  in  this 
manner.  The  one  was  an  adult,  in 
great  debility,  with  an  irritable  sto- 
mach ; the  other  a child,  in  a low 
fever,  with  a violent  cough.  I re- 
quested the  effervescing  draughts  to 
be  continued,  and  port  wine  to  be 
given  frequently.^  The  wine  agreed 
with  her  very  well,  and  she  expressed 
a desire  for  it. 

Monday  morning,  April  4th. 

Had  very  little  rest  last  night,  not- 
withstanding she  had  taken  some 
laudanum,  and  was  several  times 
sick  and  vomited.  The  effervescing 
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draught  always  allayed  the  sickness. 
About  five  o’clock  yesterday  after- 
noon she  stretched  and  yawned  much, 
which  was  succeeded  by  a degree  of 
heat,  and  at  that  time  she  complained 
of  thirst.  Tliis  morning  the  skin  is 
cool,  the  tongue  moist,  but  brown 
towards  the  root:  pulse  110,  and 

fuller : urine  of  a pale  straw  colour. 
The  petechiae  are  paler,  and  the  spot 
on  the  tongue  has  nearly  disappeared. 
The  calico  jacket  was  put  on  yester- 
day as  desired.  The  same  plan  of 
treatment' was  continued,  except  that 
sherry  Mas  substituted  for  port,  she 
having  expressed  a desire  to  that 
effect. 

Tuesday,  April  5th. 

Slept  tM'o  hours  last  night,  and 
has  passed  a quiet  night ; skin  m arm ; 
petechioe  much  paler ; tongue  moist 
and  less  brown.  Yesterday  afternoon, 
about  five  o’clock,  felt  thirsty,  with 
a little  increase  of  heat,  with  a pain 
at  the  stomach,  and  she  was  a little 

flushed 
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flushed  in  the  face  ; pulse  about  98, 
full,  and  rather  strong  ; a little  blood 
oozes  from  two  or  three  points  in  her 
under-lip  ; does  not  complain  of  any 
uneasiness  about  the  stomach,  and 
has  been  sick  but  once  since  yester- 
day ; urine  much  increased  in  quan- 
tity, and  that  passed  this  morning  has 
a sediment ; she  has  had  no  evacua- 
tion by  the  bowels  since  Saturday 
morning.  Two  drachms  of  the  sul- 
phat  of  magnesia  were  directed  for 
the  following  morning  in  some  cin- 
namon water,  and  the  effervescing 
draughts  were  continued. 

Wednesday,  April  6th. 

Has  had  a very  good  night ; be- 
tv/een  five  and  six  o’clock  last  even- 
ing felt  a little  accession  of  heat,  no 
thirst ; tongue  brown  but  perfectly 
moist;  skin  cool ; petechise  becoming 
paler,  and  disappearing ; stomach 
quite  easy,  and  she  feels  some  appe- 
tite. Hodie  mane  prorupuere  men- 
ses, 
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ses,  & sanguis  fit  coagulum.  Took  the 
opening  draught  this  morning,  and 
has  had  one  slight  evacuation.  She 
felt  a good  deal  of  uneasiness  about 
the  stomach  just  before  the  menses 
appeared.  Pulse  about  100  ; urine 
thick.  The  same  plan  of  treatment 
was  continued. 

Thursday,  April  7th, 

Has  passed  a very  good  night ; 
skin  warm  but  moist,  and  she  has 
had  some  slight  perspiration.  Pulse 
about  1 00  ; tongue  less  brown,  moist, 
and  white  at  the  edges  ; no  thirst ; 
has  eaten  bread  and  butter  with  a 
degree  of  appetite,  but  has  no  desire 
for  animal  food  in  any  shape.  Pete- 
chiae  considerably  paler,  and  they 
have  nearly  disappeared  from  her  face. 
Urine  high-coloured  and  thick;  adhuc 
perstant  menses ; stomach  perfectly 
easy,  and  she  felt  no  particular  uneasi- 
ness yesterday  as  usual  between  five 
and  six  o’clock.  She  recovered  under 
jr  this 
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this  tieatment,  the  symptoms  graclu- 
ally  disappearing.  She  has  since  mar- 
ried, and  has  a fasiiily. 

One  very  curious  circumstance  pre- 
sents itself  in  this  case,  viz.  the  co- 
agulated state  of  tlie  menstrual  dis- 
charge.  It  is  uell  known  that  this 
periodical  evacuation  is  a secretion, 
and  never  exhibits  any  of  the  cras- 
samentum  of  the  blood  in  its  healthy 
state.  I think  it  therefore  most  proba- 
ble that  at  the  period  of  its  return, 
the  blood  being  propelled  to  the  ute- 
rus for  the  purpose,  the  uterine  ves- 
sels did  not,  from  the  diseased  state 
of  the  constitution  at  the  time,  put 
on  their  secreting  action,  and  the 
blood  thus  past  unchanged  through 
them.  The  observation  is  so  far  of 
importance  too,  that  reasoning  from 
analogy,  we  can  readily  conceive  this 
ant  of  action,  in  all  the  extreme  ves- 
sels of  the  body,  to  be  the  immediate 
cause  of  thepetechiee  and  haemorrhage; 
the  blood,  from  the  want  of  the 
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healthy  activity  of  these  vessels  to 
produce  their  secretions,  passing  un- 
altered through  them  into  the  cellular 
membrane  and  cavities  of  the  body. 
I have  scarcely  a doubt  but  that 
the  petechiae  also  took  place  in  the 
stomach  and  duodenum,  from  the 
sickness  and  pain  complained  of  there, 
and  perhaps  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  abdominal  cavity,  as  was  observed 
in  a very  interesting  but  fatal  case  of 
the  kind,  recorded  in  the  9th  volume 
of  the  Edinburgh  Journal.  In  this 
very  curious  case  coagulated  blood  was 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  brain, 
which  had  been  effused  from  the  same 
morbid  condition  of  the  extreme  ves- 
sels there.  When  this  disease  occur- 
red to  me,  now  about  twelve  years 
ago,  I believed  it  to  be  one  of  rare 
occurrence  in  the  form  in  which  it 
appeared  ; and  such  has  been  too 
the  general  opinion  ; but  on  examin- 
ing into  medical  records,  particularly 
into  the  writings  of  the  continental 
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physicians,  I found  that  this  disease 
was  not  of  such  rare  occurrence  as 
had  been  imagined.  In  this  country, 
it  has  only  been  within  these  forty 
years,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
discover,  that  any  distinct  account 
of  it  is  to  be  found,  and  this  account 
is  given  in  Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical 
Cases  published  in  1784  ; since  that 
period,  various  cases  have  been  pub- 
lished with  different  descriptions  and 
symptoms,  which  produced  some  op- 
posite inodes  of  treatment.  A care- 
ful examination  of  the  cases  pub- 
lished by  the  physicians  of  this  coun- 
try, and  by  those  on  the  continent, 
has  fully  satisfied  me  that  the  dis- 
ease exists  with  and  without  the 
haemorrhagic  effort,  of  course  requir- 
ing a varied  mode  of  treatment  adapt- 
ed to  each  state.  The  research  has 
proved  curious  and  satisfactory  to  me, 
as  reconciling  what  has  been  con- 
sidered a contradictory  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  same  disease.  A state- 
ment of  the  result  of  this  inquiry, 
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with  a general  view  of  the  cases  pub- 
lished, and  the  different  modes  of 
practice  adopted,  would  render  the 
present  paper  much  too  long,  but 
would  probably  be  deemed  as  inter- 
esting by  the  College  as  it  has  proved 
to  myself.  I have  adopted  the  term 
purpura,  with  which  the  epithet  hae- 
morrhagica  or  simplex  may  be  joined 
as  the  state  of  circumstances  requires. 
The  term  of  petechiae  sine  febre, 
which  has  been  indiscriminately  ap- 
plied, has  been  too  generally  and 
therefore  improperly  employed,  on 
account  of  the  exacerbations  of 
fever,  however  slight,  which  are  ob- 
served, as  occurred  in  the  present  in- 
stance, although  there  are  cases  of  so 
very  mild  a nature,  that  no  febrile 
disposition  is  discoverable.  It  is  a 
matter  of  sufficient  curiosity  to  re- 
mark, that  the  extreme  quickness 
and  smallness  of  the  pulse,  with  faint- 
ing and  prostration  of  strength,  which 
occurred,  appear  to  have  arisen  from 
the  quantity  of  blood  which  was 

thrown 


TRANSACTIONS. 


44S 


thrown  out  of  the  circulation  by  effu- 
sion under  the  skin,  ])roducing  pete- 
chiae  and  vibices.  The  heart,  being 
thus  deprived  of  its  usual  supply, 
would  naturally  become  quicker  in 
its  vibrations,  the  ventricles  being  less 
distended.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
extreme  arteries  began  to  recover  their 
healthy  action,  and  to  transmit  to  the 
corresponding  veins,  instead  of  letting 
it  escape  into  the  cellular  membrane, 
the  blood  they  received,  the  pulse  be- 
came fuller  and  slower,  and  gradually 
returned  to  its  healthy  state  ; at  the 
same  time  too  the  skin  became  warm, 
with  a mild  perspiration  instead  of 
the  deadly  cold  feel  it  possessed,  evi- 
dently showing,  that  the  capillary  ar- 
teries had  resumed  their  proper  ac- 
tion, in  their  healthy  secretions,  and 
in  the  evolution  of  animal  heat. 
Contemporary  with  these  favourable 
changes  was  the  gradual  disappear- 
ance of  the  blotches,  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  haemorrhage. 

XXVIII.  History 
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XXVIII.  History  of  a Case  o/Somnarnbulism. 
By  Grant  David  Yeats,  M.D.  Fel- 
low  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Physicians, 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  26th  June,  1815. 

Master  M , aged  ten  years  and 

a half,  has  been  subject  for  a con- 
siderable time  to  repeated  attacks  of 
vomiting  and  headacb,  accompanied 
with  much  stupor  and  sleepiness  at 
the  times  of  attack.  The  pain  is 
confined  to  the  temples  and  forehead: 
every  thing,  whether  of  food  or  medb 
cine,  taken  at  this  time,  is  either  im- 
mediately, or  soon  after  being  swallow^ 
ed,  rejected.  The  times  of  vomiting, 
however,  are  various  after  taking  food. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  the  food, 
taken  two  days  before,  has  been 
thrown  up  undigested.  There  is  no 
particular  fulness  about  the  abdomen, 
but  he  is  troubled  with  flatidence  and 
acid  eructations.  He  has  a rolling 
motion  with  his  eyes,  and  says,  that 
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he  feels  at  times  as  if  his  eyelids  were 
closed,  although  they  are  open,  and 
he  opens  them  very  wide  with  a broad 
stare,  and  with  intervals  of  quick 
nictitation,  to  relieve  that  sensation. 
The  attack  of  headach  and  vomiting 
is  accompanied  by  an  agitation  of 
the  whole  body  approaching  to  con- 
vulsions ; and  when  in  the  sleepy 
state,  the  pulse  is  slow,  full,  soft, 
and  regular,  and  the  sleep  so  pro- 
found that  it  is  difficult  to  rouse  him; 
the  feel  of  the  skin  is  cold  to  the 
touch  on  such  occasions.  The  ap- 
petite is  very  keen,  and  there  is  much 
thirst.  The  bowels  are  not  very  cos- 
tive ; the  stools  are  however  ill-formed, 
extremely  dark  and  offensive,  not 
slimy.  Urine  of  a natural  colour. 
He  is  of  a lively  disposition,  having 
apparently  no  disease,  and  is  gifted 
with  considerable  intellectual  powers, 
and  precocity  of  genius.  He  is  of  a 
thin  habit  of  body.  The  head  is  of 
a larger  size  than  is  usual  at  his  age. 

His 
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His  pulse  is  of  the  natural  velocity, 
but  weak.  He  has  taken  a variety 
of  medicines,  chiefly  of  the  tonic  and 
purgative  kind,  with  temporary  good 
eftect. 

Soon  after  the  4th  of  January, 
1814,  when  I was  first  consulted, 
he  was  put  upon  a complete  course 
of  mercury,  both  internally  and  by 
friction  with  the  ointment : he  con- 
tinued it  with  little  variation  for  five 
weeks  without  his  mouth  becoming 
sore,  or  his  breath  being  particularly  af- 
fected: he  became,  however,  extremely 
thin  and  emaciated  during  its  ,use, 
and  had  the  languor  which  mercury 
induces.  On  the  discontinuance  of 
this  remedy,  during  the  use  of  which 
the  vomiting  and  headach  had  been 
very  troublesome,  aromatic  bitter 
infusions,  and  opening  pills  of  rhu- 
barb and  aloes  were  directed,  but 
without  allaying  the  great  irritability 
of  the  stomach.  Finding  the  usual 
tonics  fail  in  exciting  the  healthy  ac- 
tion 
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tioii  of  the  digestive  organs,  it  occur- 
red to  me  that  if  a powerful  impres- 
sion could  be  made  on  the  nerves  of 
the  stomach,  advantage  would  be  de- 
rived. The  arsenical  solution  seemed 
to  be  the  best  for  this  purpose  ; ac- 
cordingly the  following  draught  was 
prescribed,  February  24th,  1814. 

R.  Aquae  Rosae,  fjj. 

Tinct.  Opii,  m.  ii. 

Spt.  My  risticae,  fsj. 

Liquor.  Arsenicalis,  m.  iij.Misce. 

Haust.  ter  quotidie  sumendus. 

Notwithstanding  that  liquids  had 
been  almost  uniformly  rejected  by  the 
stomach,  this  draught  remained,  and 
was  continued  w ith  evident  advantage 
for  a fortnight ; the  dose  of  the  solu- 
tion having  been  increased  to  six 
minims  in  each  draught.  By  this  time 
the  condition  of  the  patient  was  im- 
proved in  every  respect.  The  stomach 
being  perfectly  quieted,  I w as  desirous 
of  again  trying  the  tonic  powers  of 
steel,  although  it  had  been  uniformly 
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rejected  from  the  stomach  before : 
shortly  after  the  discontinuance  of  the 
solution,  the  following  pills  were  pre- 
scribed. 

R.  Pulv.  Ferri  Carbonat. 

Sulphat.  ana  gr.  xij* 

— Aloes  Spicat.  gr.  xxiv. 

Confect.  Rosae.  q.  s. 

Distribue  probe  in  pilulasxij.e  quibus 
sumat  j.  omni  mane  Sc  meridie,  cya- 
thum  superbibendo  aqua;  sodas. 

Six  grains'  of  the  compound  colo- 
cynth  extract,  with  half  a grain  of  the 
potassa  fusa,  were  directed  to  be  taken 
when  the  bowels  required  a purgative. 
The  steel  now  agreed  well  with  the 
stomach  ; during  its  use,  the  patient 
greatly  improved,  and  remained  in 
very  good  health,  having  gained 
strength  and  flesh,  with  regular 
bowels,  till  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber, at  the  end  of  the  year  1814  : I 
was  then  informed,  by  letter  from  the 
country,  that  he  was  attacked  with 
sleep-walking. 
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After  being  asleep  in  bed  for  about 
two  hours,  be  suddenly  rises  in  an 
apparent  fright  in  his  sleep  with  tre- 
mors, quickly  darting  from  his  bed  and 
walking  about  with  much  agitation. 

His  manner  of  getting  out  of  bed 
is  not  deliberately,  us  if  he  were  awake, 
but  with  a violent  start,  and  he 
is  in  the  next  room  with  a quick- 
ness that  seems  unaccountable;  yet 
he  is  never  conscious  in  the  morn- 
ing of  what  has  happened.  Du- 
riiipf  the  time  of  wanderino^  about  the 

O O 

room,  he  will  make  water  tw  o or  three 
times,  going  regularly  to  the  cham- 
ber utensil,  before  he  is  prevailed 
upon  to  return  to  his  bed.  Some- 
times he  will  rise  in  this  way  twice 
in  the  same  night,  with  the  same  at- 
tending circumstances,  and  the  water 
he  passes  on  these  occasions  is  per- 
fectly limpid.  He  will  run  over 

quickly,  but  incorrectly,  the  transac- 
tions of  the  day.  He  attempted  once 
to  spell  a word  which  he  had  spelt 
' VoL.  y.  G G 
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wrong  in  the  day,  and  in  attempting 
so  to  do,  he  jumbled  together  con- 
fusedly a number  of  different  letters, 
though  when  spoken  to  he  will  make 
a rational  reply.  Once  in  these  sleep- 
ing perambulations  he  called  for  an 
Epitome  of  the  History  of  England, 
which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  reading; 
the  nurse  brought  him  a book,  not 
the  one  he  called  for,  from  the  ad- 
joining room  ; on  perceiving  the  dif- 
ference, he  immediately  threw  it  from. 
him  with  some  violence,  and  with  ex- 
pressions of  anger  and  disappoint- 
ment. *His  eyes  are  wide  open, 
though  he  does  not  appear  conscious 
of  seeing,  nor  of  his  situation  at  the 
time  ; it  is  a perfect  state  of  dream 
throughout,  though  partaking  of  the 
acts  of  the  waking  state,  for  he  will 
avoid  objects  in  walking  about  the 
room.  His  face  is  quite  pallid  at  the 
time. 

In  answer  to  the  letter,  he  was  t)r- 
dered  every  night  six  grains  of  the 

com- 


TRANSACTIONS.  451 

compound  colocynth  extract,  with 
half  a grain  of  opium,  and  fifteen 
drops  of  the  tincture  of  inuriated  iron 
twice  a day  in  rose-water.  The  open- 
ing  medicine  was  obviously  joined  to 
the  opium  to  counteract  the  consti- 
pating effect  of  the  latter  ; and  lest 
that  should  occur,  notwithstanding 
this  precaution,  two  grains  of  gam- 
boge and  the  same  quantity  of  calomel 
were  kept  in  reserve  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  26th  of  last  December  he 
was  brought  to  London.  I saw 
him  on  the  28th,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  sickness,  vomiting,  and  head- 
ache, which  had  been  so  troublesome 
in  the  preceding  January,  had  return- 
ed, though  less  violently,  and  that  the 
somnambulism,  which  succeeded  that 
state,  still  continued  unless  check- 
ed, though  not  constantly,  by  the 
opiate.  And  the  solution  of  steel 
was  uniformly  rejected  by  the  stomach, 
though  repeatedly  tried.  He  was 
ordered  a purgative  of  calomel  and 
G G 2 jsLlap 
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jalap  to  be  taken  the  next  morning ; 
in  the  afternoon  Dr.  Baillie  met  me 
in  consultation.  The  stools  upon 
examination  were  found  to  be  very 
dark,  approaching  to  black,  unac- 
companied by  slime,  and  the  intes- 
tines were  distended  with  air.  The 
tongvi^  moist,  but  white.  He  was 
lively,  active,  and  in  good  spirits, 
fuller  in  desh  than  in  January  1814, 
when  I was  first  consulted.  In  the 
consultation  the  opiate,  with  the  ex- 
tract. colocynth.  comp,  as  before  di- 
rected, was  agreed  to  be  continued 
every  night,  with  the  addition  of 
two  grains  hydrarg.  submuriat.  every 
other  night;  three  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract of  gentian  and  tli6  same  quan- 
tity of  rhubarb  were  prescribed,  to 
be  taken  in  two  pills  every  morning, 
and  at  noon. 

December  31.  He  was  very  much 
troubled  with  sickness  nearly  the 
whole  of  yesterday ; he  nevertheless 
took  thepdis,  which  were  not  brought 

up. 


TRANSACTIONS. 


453 


Up.  The  night  before  last  he  j)assed 
cjuietly.  The  two  grains  of  calomel 
were  given  with  the  opiate  pill  last 
night.  The  irritation,  with  disposi- 
tion to  somnambulism,  returned;  he 
had  a stool  yesterday  and  to-day;  tlie 
evacuation  is  small,  and  of  a pale 
yellow.  He  has  had  a cup  of  milk 
and  bread  for  supper  the  last  two 
nights  ; I mention  this  ciicumstance 
because  I think  I have  observed  milk 
to  give  a light  colour  to  the  stools, 
particularly  if  the  digestion  is  imper- 
fect, probably  arising  from  the  ca- 
seous part  remaining  unsubdued. 

I have  also  observed  spinage  to 
give  a deep  green  to  the  alvine  dis- 
charge, Avhich  should  make  us  cauti- 
ous in  pronouncing  colour  as  the  dis- 
criminating mark  of  the  secretions 
being  morbid,  before  we  inquire  into 
the  kind  of  food  taken.  A fulness  is 
evident  in  the  epigasti’ic  region  to-day. 
Three  grains  of  the  extract  of  hen- 
bane were  substituted  for  the  half 

grain 
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orain  of  o[)ium  at  night,  being  desi- 
rous of  increasing  the  sedative  with- 
out adding  to  the  eonstijiating  etfect 
of  the  inedieine.  The  other  niedi- 
cines  were  continued.  1 saw  him 
asfinn  at  ehwen  o’clock  at  niixht : he 
Avas  in  a very  sound  sleep.  Pulse 
small,  and  ()(>.,  He  soon  afterwards 
became  restless,  made  a start  up  in 
bed,  with  a staring  look  and  fixed 
eyes,  and  then  lay  down  again  with- 
out getting  out  of  bed.  On  feeling 
his  pulse  after  he  had  lain  down,  it 
was  still  ()(),  but  fuller  ; his  skin  was 
cold  : he  soon  after  this  a\Aoke,  and 
had  a copious  evacuation  of  a good 
colour:  his  abdomen  nas  perfectly 

soft  and  tbit,  without  any  distention 
whatsoever  : I gave  him  the  henbane 
and  colocynth  pills. 

.lanuary  2d,  181. 5.  He  has  past  a 
very  restless  night,  and  felt  faint  and 
sick  at  times.  He  has  been  very  sick, 
and  has  been  retching  all  this  morn- 
ing, but  AAithout  vomiting.  Pulse 
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about  90,  and  feeble.  His  mother 
gave  him  an  effervescing  draught  this 
morning,  which  remained,  but  it  did 
not  check  the  disposition  to  retching. 
His  bowels  have  been  moved  again 
this  morning ; a licpiid  evacuation, 
yellow,  and  of  an  acid  smell.  The 
good  effects  formerly  obtained  from 
the  arsenical  solution,  induced  me 
to  have  recourse  to  it  again  at  this 
time.  The  same  formula,  as  directed 
last  year,  was  now  ordeied. 

January  3d.  Has  past  a very  dis- 
turbed night,  with  almost  constant 
sickness  and  vomiting.  J he  apj)lica- 
tion  of  a Burgundy  pitch  piaster  Avas 
directed  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach, 
and  the  arsenical  solution  Avas  given 
in  a more  aromatic  form  under  the 
follow  ing  prescription  every  six  hours. 

R.  Aquae  Cinnamom.  f5j. 

Spirit.  Lavand.  Comp.  m.  x. 

J^inct.  Opii.  m.  ii. 

Liquor.  Arsenical,  m.  iv. 

M.  fiat  haust. 
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Two  grains  of  calomel,  and  two  of 
scainmony,  were  directed  for  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 

January  9th.  The  symptoms  have 
continued  nearly  the  same  since  the 
report  of  the  3d  instant.  The  draughts, 
agreeing,  were  continued,  increasing 
the  solution  to  twelve  drops  in  each 
draught.  There  is  a puffiness  about 
his  face  : he  has  had  no  somnam- 
bulism, but  has  past  disturbed  nights, 
sometimes  starting  up  in  his  bed  : the 
pulse  is  quick,  and  the  tongue  foul. 
The  stool  procured  yesterday,  by  the 
nurse’s  account,  was  very  dark  co- 
loured and  offensive.  His  former 
medicines  were  now  laid  aside,  and 
the  folloAving  prescribed. 

R.  Extiact.  Humuli  5ss. 

Pulv.  Aloes  Spicat.  gr.  x. 

Histribue  in  pilulas  vj. 

One  of  these  pills  was  given  every 
morning  and  noon,  and  two  grains 
of  calomel,  and  two  of  extract,  conii 
every  night  at  bed-time. 

January 
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January  12.  Has  been  better  since 
the  last  report,  with  less  headache  and 
sickness  ; has  past  some  dark-colour- 
ed fetid  slimy  stools ; appetite  im- 
proved ; no  somnambulism,  but  he 
still  starts  up  in  bed  ; his  bowels  are 
active : the  same  plan  was  continued 
with  the  substitution  of  the  pilulae 
hydrarg.  for  the  calomel,  on  account 
of  the  sickness  and  depressing  effect 
and  faintness  which  the  latter  con- 
stantly produced  when  acting  upon 
the  bowels.  I also  recommended  that 
the  region  of  the  liver  should  be  rub- 
bed every  nig^ht  and  mornino’  for  a 
quarter  of  anjiour. 

January  19.  Has  had  no  return  of 
sickness,  headache,  or  somnambu- 
lism since  last  report.  The  pitch 
])laster  had  produced  some  pimples 
and  redness  over  the  scrobiculus  cor- 
dis : another  was  directed  to  be  ap- 
plied after  the  irritation  produced 
by  the  first  had  somewhat  subsided. 

As  no  disease  had  appeared  up  to 

the 
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the  27th,  all  medicines  were  laid 
aside.  During  the  whole  of  the  treat- 
ment, a particular  attention  was  paid 
to  his  diet,  which  is  a matter  of  essen- 
tial importance,  both  as  to  quality 
and  quantity,  in  every  derangement 
of  the  digestive  functions,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  beyond  doubt,  that  the 
whole  assemblage  of  symptoms  in 
the  present  instance  arose  from  this 
source  ; and  the  case  before  us  points 
out,  I think,  the  connexion  which 
exists  between  a deranged  state  of 
these  functions,  and  a disturbance  of 
the  general  system.  The  immediate 
and  usual  appeal  to  antispasmodics, 
on  the  occurrence  of  convulsive  agi- 
tations of  the  oeconomy,  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  known  effects  of 
such  drugs,  and  of  the  idea  enter- 
tained that  such  tranquillity  of  the 
nerves  is  the  only  object  required.  Ex- 
perience however  points  out,  that  such 
repression  of  inordinate  action  is  only 
temporary,  and  lulls  both  the  physi- 
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•clan  and  liis  patient  into  a delusive 
security,  Tlie  reference  too  of  sto- 
mach ailments  to  the  stomach  alone, 
Avithout  taking'  into  consideration  the 
effects  of  tlie  co-existin^'  action  of 
adjoining  organs,  induces  a mode  of 
practice  compatible  only  with  the 
simple  debility  of  that  viscus.  In 
dyspepsia,  in  tlie  definition  of  which 
Dr.  Cullen  has  enumerated  manv  of 
the  symptoms  of  general  abdominal 
disease,  a derangement  in  the  func- 
tions of  other  viscera,  besides  the 
stomach,  is  largely  implicated  ; for, 
from  their  close  connexion  in  every 
way,  a reciprocity  of  action  is  pro- 
duced : without  this  discrimination, 

stimulants  would  be  uniformly  given, 
which  rouse  the  stomach  to  unusual 
action,  with  temporary  ease,  leaving 
the  other  morbidly  conditioned  organ, 
like  a lurking  enemy,  to  come  for- 
wards in  a more  prominent  and  dan- 
gerous shape.  From  the  influence 

which 
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which  the  liver  must  generally  have, 
in  consequence  of  its  size  and  pecu- 
liarity of  structure  and  secretion,  we 
must  allow'  it  a very  considerable 
share,  not  only  in  the  digestive  pro- 
cess, but  in  all  the  continued  de- 
rangements to  w hich  that  process  is 
liable.  But  notwithstanding  the  con- 
sideration which  this  viscus  imperi- 
ously calls  for,  the  bilious  affections, 
observed  in  deranged  digestive  func- 
tions, are  frequently  referred  to  it,  by 
overlooking,  as  I have  had  occasion 
to  believe,  the  actions,  both  healthy 
and  morbid,  of  the  duodenum  : hence 
it  has  happened  that  persons,  said  to 
suffer  from  liver  complaints,  especi- 
ally if  a yellow  tinge  be  observed  in 
the  eyes,  are  only  affected  with  a tor- 
pid or  other  unhealthy  condition  of 
this  very  important  intestine.  Upon 
this  subject  I have  ventured  more  at 
large  elsewhere,  viz.  in  calling  the 
attention  of  parents  to  the  fatality 

conse- 
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consequent  to  the  neglect  of  the 
effects  of  digestive  irritation  on  the 
brain 

It  will  have  been  observed  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  how  great  and  peculiar  and 
distressing  was  the  impression,  made 
upon  the  brain  and  general  system, 
by  the  derangement  of  the  digestive 
functions ; and  that  in  the  earlier 
treatment  of  the  case,  the  exhibition 
of  much  mercury,  from  an  idea  of 
impaired  liver,  did  not  allay  the  vio- 
lence of  the  symptoms.  The  advan- 
tages gained,  in  this  frequently  rebel- 
lious case,  were  by  the  employment 
of  such  means  as  made  an  impres- 
sion on  the  organs  of  digestion,  by 
a’ivino'  a reo’ular  action  to  the  intes- 
tines,  assisted  by  such  as  tranquillised 
the  s}^stem.  I may  here  observe  with 
respect  to  mercury  given  internally, 
especially  in  irritable  habits,  that  the 

* Letter  to  Dr.  Wall,  of  Oxford,  on  the  early 
symptoms  of  water  in  the  brain. 
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pilulae  hydrarg.  have  been  very  bene- 
ficial, when  calomel  has  not  only  been 
useless  but  injurious ; and  the  obser- 
vation is  so  far  of  importance,  that 
in  cases  where  the  harsher  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  are  detrimental,  we 
need  not  therefore  disarm  ourselves 
of  so  powerful  and  valuable  a medi- 
cine in  another  form.  ^ 

May  12,  1815. 


XXIX.  Furiker 


TRANSACTIONS. 


463 


XXIX.  Further  Observations  on  the  Treat- 
ment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption.  By 
Edward  Roberts,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  ^'C. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  November  10th,  1815. 

\ 

Having  laid  before  the  College  some 
Observations  on  Phthisis  Puhnonalis, 
which  appeared  in  the  Fourth  Volume 
of  the  Medical  Transactions,  and  in 
\vhich  I stated  the  practice  which  I 
first  adopted  many  years  ago,  with 
success,  in  some  cases  of  this  disease, 
and  also  detailed  a list  of  medicinal 
substances,  which  I had  in  vain  ex- 
hibited in  the  advanced  or  ulcerative 
stage  of  the  complaint,  that  others 
might  not  explore  the  same  fruitless 
path ; I am  happy  to  add  that  I have 
since  experienced  the  most  beneficial 
results  from  the  acetous  acid  in  the 
earlier  stage  of  this  disorder,  to  the 
trial  of  which  I was  induced  by  a 
paper  read  at  the  College  from  a 
Practitioner  in  France,  an  exti’act 

from 
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from  which  will  be  found  in  this 
Volume.  In  various  cases,  in  which  I 
have  directed  this  acid,  have  I wit- 
nessed the  complete  removal  of  the 
ordinary  symptoms  of  the  complaint, 
and  the  consequent  restoration  of  the 
patient’s  health,  as  will  be  evinced  by 
a brief  recital  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars. 

In  the  instance  of  Mrs.  F.  a lady 
in  the  City,  the  mother  of  a family, 
who  had  long  languished  under  dis- 
ease ■ of  the  lungs,  and  whom  I vi- 
sited in  the  early  part  of  last  spring, 
the  symptoms  were  altogether  relieved 
under  tlie  continued  use  of  the  acid, 
and  her  recovery  ultimately  accom- 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  H.  a working 
jeweller,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
confined  to  his  bed  by  pulmonary 
disease,  and  who,  on  account  of  his 
illness,  in  the  beginning  of  last  sum- 
mer, had  taken  lodgings  at  Somers 
Town,  a perfect  restoration  to  health 

was 
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was  the  consequence  of  this  ])ractice ; 
and  in  that  of  a gentleman  1‘rom  the 
Island  of  Jersey,  the  friend  ol  Dr. 
Hue,  an  early  relief  from  very  threat- 
ening symptoms  shortly  succeeded 
the  use  of  this  medicine. 

Mr.  E.  II.  also,  a young  gentleman 
seventeen  years  of  age,  clerk  in  a 
merchant’s  counting-house,  and  whose 
elder  brother  had  died  two  years  be- 
fore of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  consulted 
me  in  September  last,  on  account  of 
a cough  with  expectoration,  which 
was  considerable  in  the  morninos,  and 
sometimes  streaked  with  blood,  a cir- 
cumstance I have  almost  invariably 
found  to  attend,  as  I supposed,  the 
commencement  of  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess, accompanied  with  confirmed 
hectic,  the  morning  perspirations  being 
so  profuse  as  to  cause  his  hair  to  be 
wet.  J his  presented  a most  unpro- 
mising case,  and  as  such  I considered 
it : but  my  patient  was  at  once  reliev- 
ed by  the  use  of  the  acid,  and  in  a 
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short  thiie  so  lost  liis  complaints,  that 
by  niy  advice  he  diseontinued  the 
remedy. 

In  the  case  of  a paralytic  young 
woman  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hos- 
pital, the  symptoms  were  removed  in 
a few  days  ; in  her  instance,  however, 
the  disease  returned  after  the  disuse 
of  the  medicine,  and  I believe  proved 
fatal. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe, 
that  in  all  these  instances  the  pulse  and 
respiration  were  materially  affected. 

That  this  acid,  or  any  substance  in 
nature  will  enable  the  constitution  to 
fill  up  or  even  heal  the  surface  of  large 
cavities  formed  in  the  lungs  by  ulcer- 
ation, I have  failed  to  prov^e,  having 
been  of  late  satisfied  with  endeavouring 
to  ])revent  this  hitherto  mortal  termi- 
nation of  the  complaint ; and  whether 
in  the  various  instances  of  relief  which 
have  occurred  to  me,  the  disease  was 
rather  tracheal  than  tubercular,  resem- 
bling the  fatal  case  related  in  my 

former 
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former  paper  above  alliRled  to,  I can- 
not strictly  determine  ; but  can  only 
add,  that  from  no  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  consumptive  cases,  have  1 
experienced  such  marked  and  often 
indeed  unexpected  success. 

In  some  instances,  where  the  dis- 
ease was  advanced,  and  the  acetous 
acid  had  failed,  I tried  tlie  citric  acid 
with  no  better  effect. 

I have  directed  the  Acidum  Ace- 
ticLim,  the  Acetum  ex  vino  albo  Gal- 
lico,  and  sometimes  the  Acetum  com- 
mune, according’  to  the  follo\^  ino-  for- 
mula. 

R.  Aceti  5SS. 

Infusi  Cascarilhe,  5j. 
cum  Svrupi  Alth^ere,  sj. 
vel  Pulv.  Tragac.  Comp.  3j. 
vel  aliquando  Syrupi  Papaveris  5j. 
Fiat  Haustus  ter  quotidie,  vel  sexta 
qiiaque  bora  sumendus. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


To  a Paper  printed  in  this  Volume, 
on  the  successful  use  of  Argenti 
Nitras  in  Colica  Pictonum,  I beg  to 
add,  that  in  consequence  of  having 
since  noticed  intestinal  hemorrhage 
in  one  instance  of  this  disease,  where 
that  medicine  was  exhibited,  and  in 
another  of  epilepsy,  when  it  was  given 
in  the  dose  of  a grain  formed  into  a 
pill  every  six  hours  ; I should  recom- 
mend the  mode  of  directing  it  in  so- 
lution only. 


XXX.  A Cast 
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XXX.  A Case  of  Tetanus.  Bij  AVAi/n’ii 
Vaugtiax,  AI.  I).  Licentiate  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Bhysicians,  riii/sicia)i  at  Rochester. 
Communicatecl  by  W.  Saunders,  Al.D. 
F.R.S.  Fellow  of  the  College. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  10th  November,  1815. 

While  Thomas  Plumb,  a boy 
nine  years  old,  and  in  good  bealtb, 
(whose  father  keeps  the  turnpike  on 
Chatham  Hill,)  was,  August  19th, 
1815,  putting  a SJfid  under  the  wheel 
of  a stage-coach,  the  first  joint  of  the 
little  finwr  of  his  rioht  liaiid  was  ac- 
cidentally  crushed  in  a very  shocking 
manner. 

On  the  24th  the  crushed  joint  was 
amputated. 

August  28th.  The  boy  was  seized 
with  a stifthess  of  the  lower  jan , and 
a distortion  of  the  lace.  Besides,  he 
could  not  move  his  head  without  dif- 
ficulty: his  voice  was  altered;  and  he 
complained  of  pain  in  the  abdomen. 

August  29th.  He  could  not  open 
his  jaws;  and  his  deglutition  was  af- 
fected ; 


470 


MEDICAL 


fected;  l)iit  I did  not  learn  that  even 
tlie  fluids  lie  attempted  to  swallow 
were  returned  through  the  nostrils. 
He  had  a constant  flow  of  saliva. 

> August  30th.  The  former  symp- 
toms increasing,  his  head  was  drawn 
backwards,  and  retained  so:  and  his 
spine  was  bent  into  an  arch.  His 
upper  extremities  were  not  much  af- 
fected, but  his  lower  ones  were  forci- 
bly  extended  and  rigid.  His  abdo- 
men was  flattened,  and  was  hard  to 
the  touch. 

31st.  His  cheeks  were  drawn  nearer 
to  his  ears;  and  the  least  motion  of 
any  part  was  instantly  followed  by  a 
clonic  spasm  of  almost  all  the  volun- 
tary muscles. 

September  1st,  having  often  started 
during  the  night,  and  bitten  his 
tongue,  which  was  then  thrust  out  of 
his  mouth  ; and, 

September  2d,  having  done  the 
same,  he  was  conveyed  in  a cart  to 
my  house,  by  his  father,  from  whose 

mouth 
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mouth  1 wrote  down  the  above  ac- 
eount. 

I found  the  muscles,  which  should 
draw  down  the  lower  jaw,  so  over- 
])owered  hy  their  antagonists,  that  a 
table-spoon  could  scarcely  be  intro- 
duced between  the  teeth,  dliere  was  a 
cynic  spasm,  or  a Sardonic  grin,  and 
a complete  opisthotonos,  the  head  and 
the  sacrum  beino-  tlie  two  extremes  of 
the  curve.  Tlie  muscles,  both  flexors 
ar.d  extensors  of  the  lower  lim])s,  ere 
affected,  so  that  these  were  extended, 
rigid,  and  of  a wood  like  hardness.  The 
abdomen  uas  draun  Inu  aids  towards 
the  spine  ; and  the  boy  complained  of 
such  pains  in  it  as  might  have  led  to 
the  apprehension  of  introsusception. 
These  pains  constantly  extended  up- 
wards; but  the  most  acute  pain  ever 
felt  was  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis. 
The  arms  were  not  free  from  the  con- 
traction, and  the  fingers  were  less 
pliable  than  usual.  There  was  no 
pain  in  the  head,  nor  any  delirium. 

The 
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The  pulse  was  9G  in  a minute,  and 
the  breathing  was  only  a little  dis- 
ordered. 

1 he  heat  of  the  skin  was  not  at 
all  above  th.e  natural  standard;  but 
there  Avas  a little  moisture  on  it. 

The  spastic  contraction  never  inter- 
mitted entirely;  nor,  except  seldom, 
remitted  in  the  day.  Whether  in  the 
night  that  of  the  muscles  pulling 
down  the  lower  jaw  ceased,  I could 
not  learn  ; but  from  the  boy  having 
bitten  his  tongue,  and  awoken  in  a 
fright,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  supposed 
to  have  been  diminished 

His  sleeps  rvere  very  short. 

The  contracted  muscles  were  fre- 
quently convulsed;  and  then  the  pain 
referred  to  them,  must,  if  one  may 
judge  of  it  by  the  complaining,  have 
been  very  considerable. 

* Quibusdam  constanti  lege  maxillae  tetanus 
ut  vigili  pertinax,  sic  dormienti  resolvitur.  De 
Haen,  Rat.  Medendi.  Pars  x.  Cap.  iv.  Sect.  iv. 
and  Sect.  vii. 

Having 
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Having  lately  perused  the  learned 
President,  Dr.  Latham’s,  paper,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  embrace  so  fair 
an  opportunity  as  the  present  case 
afforded,  of  trying  the  method  which 
he  had  found  successful ; and  I pre- 
scribed as  follows  : 

Pulv.  Ipecacuan.  comp.  gr.  vi. 
quarta  quaque  bora  sumend. 

But  I could  not  part  Avith  my 
young  patient  till  I had  examined  the 
stump,  the  end  of  which,  I found,  was 
not  covered  Avith  skin;  nor  aaus  it  as 
florid  as  it  usuallv  is,  aa  here  no  locked- 
jaw  exists.  This  circumstance  brought 
to  my  recollection  Avhat  Dr.  Rush  and 
others  attest  concerning  Avounds,  to 
Avhich  Tetanus  had  supeiTened  ; but 
it  did  not  excite  a Avish  to  dcAiate 
from  Dr.  Latham’s  plan.  And  having- 
read  of  a locked-jaAA  in  consequence 
of  stimulating  dressings^',  CA^en  after 
the  separation  of  mortified  parts  f,  I 

* De  Haen,  Rat.  Med.  Pars  vi.  Cap.  iv. 
t Crowther  on  Insanity,  Page  59. 
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directed  the  finger  to  be  fomented  with 
warm  milk  and  water,  and  afterwards 
covered  with  a cataplasm  of  bread 
and  milk. 

September  3d,  the  boy  had  slept 
without  startings,  and  had  sweated 
profusely.  His  jaws  at  mid-day  were 
not  so  closely  drawn  together:  his 
desflutition  was  easier : his  face  was 
not  so  much  distorted:  his  thighs  were 
less  rigidly  extended,  and  his  back 
was  less  curved,  so  that  he  was  able, 
Avith  a little  contrivance,  to  sit  in  a 
chair. 

H is  pulse  and  his  heat  were  the 
same  as  on  the  2nd. 

He  had  had  no  motion  since  the  1st, 
therefore  to  procure  one,  and  if  worms 
concurred  to  keep  up  the  disease  '’’, 

although 

* Sauvages  Nosologia  Methodica.  Tetanus 
verminosus. 

Pinel,  Nosographie  Philosophique.  Tetanos. 
This  author  says  that  Dr.  Laurent,  ayant  trouve 
dans  un  grand  nombre  de  cas,  des  vers  dans  les 
intestins  des  hommes  blesses  et  morts  du  Tetanos, 
et  d’ailleurs  etant  parvenu  a en  guerir  plusieurs 

autres 
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although  I had  no  reason  to  suspect 
any,  to  expel  them,  I directed  a dose 
of  Scaininony,  with  Submuriate  of 
Mercury,  to  be  given  immediately. 

H is  bowels  being  rendered  soluble, 
the  Pulv.  Ipecac.  Comp,  was  again 
administered,  but  was  not  long  per- 
sisted in,  for  he  had  an  insuperable 
aversion  to  medicines;  and  his  friends 
perceiving  his  amendment,  became 
the  less  solicitous  to  compel  him  to 
take  them  ; yet  the  disease  ceased  by 
degrees,  and  the  boy  at  length  re- 
covered both  his  strength  and  his 
sprightliness. 

Passing  through  the  turnpike  this 
morning,  Oct.  12,  I saw  him  running 
in  a group  of  boys,  and  as  active  and 
as  merry  as  they  were;  but  from  the 
total  absence  of  the  cynic  spasm,  I 
should  not  have  known  him,  if  his 
father  had  not  called  him  to  me. 

autres  par  le  moyen  des  vermifuges,  nie  Pinfluence 
d’uiie  irritation  nerv^euse  locale  sur  la  production 
des  affections  tetaniques,  See. 
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This  is  not  the  only  case  of  Te- 
tanus I have  known  to  end  favour- 
ably: another  case  did  so  at  Roches- 
ter many  years  ago,  where  the  sub- 
ject of  it  is  now  living.  I have  un- 
fortunately lost  the  particulars  of  this 
case;  but  I very  well  remember,  that 
it  was  occasioned  by  a wound  in  the 
knee,  casually  inflicted  by  the  point 
of  a sword,  and  that  it  disappeared 
under  the  operation  of  mercury. 

In  twenty-seven  years,  however,  I 
have  seen  only  four  cases  of  Tetanus; 
and  of  the  two  unfortunate  cases  I 
have  very  little  to  say.  l^o  the  one 
of  them  I was  called,  as  I found, 
rather  to  see  what  another  profes- 
sional man  was  doing,  than  to  do 
any  thing  myself;  and  to  the  other, 
which  happened  only  a few  months 
ago,  although  I was  sent  for  in  the 
night,  and  prescribed  the  Pulv.  Ipe- 
cacuan.  Comp,  it  was  never  exhibited. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Plumb,  as 
the  remedy  was  discontinued  soon 

after 
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after  Ills  ameiulineiit  began,  it  may 
be  a questimi  whether  Ills  recovery 
was  owing  to  that  remedy.  1 feel 
conhdent  that  it  was.  For,  1,  that 
a local  action,  whether  healthy  or 
morbid,  has  a tendency  to  continue 
and  to  increase  ; that  the  animal 
economy  has  in  itself  a tendency  to 
discontinue  a morbid  action  ; and  3, 
that  to  suspend,  or  even  to  diminish 
a morbid  action,  is  the  most  probable 
wav  of  curing  it,  are  principles  very 
fairly  established  : and,  unless  I be 
much  mistaken,  I have  many  times 
opposed  diseases  with  something  like 
certainty  of  success,  by  pushing  those 
principles  to  their  legitimate  conse- 
quences. 


Rochester,  October  12,  ISlj. 
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XXXI.  Signt/m  mortis  pathognomonicum  in 
homine  repentind  rnorte  cxtincto,  iimocuu  in- 
fallihiliqnt  operatione  conjirmatum^  hand  ita 
pridcm  inventum  a Francisco  Romero, 
M.J4.  Gotholaunico,  c^-c.  Communicated 
hif  Joseph  Cope,  M.D.  Fellozo  of  the 
College. 

Kead  at  the  COLLEGE,  10th  November,  1815. 

Aphorismos  conclere,  et  desideratum 
in  arte  in  liiceni  edere,  sapientissi- 
mum  Regale  Londinense  Medicinae 
Collegium, non  uno  alterove  facto,  sed 
plurium  annorum  certa  et  luculenta 
experientia  egere,  certe  tu  tibi  con- 
sciuin  es. 

Anceps  hucusque  liaesi  de  re  nova 
publlci  juris  in  orbe  medico  facienda, 
turn  ne,  eventu  semel  iterumve  ad 
spem  res[>ondente,  turn  ne  juvenili 
audacia  impulsus,pro  comperto  palam 
facerem,  cpiod  in  Democriti  puteo  for- 
tasse  potuisset  latere  semper.  Sed 
innixus  hodierno  die  sexaginta  obser- 
vationibus,  totidem  experimentis  con- 
firmatis,  coram  te  libenter  apparere 
audeo. 
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Quaiifjiiam  Phoebeai  facultatis  ]^ro- 
gressus  et  scientiarum  ei  auxilialri- 
ciim  minimc  In  diibimn  revorari  |)os- 
smit,  niliiloniiiiiis  tuendixi  vaietisdinis 
artis  imperinni  adeo  est  oirciimscrip- 
timi,  ut  in  nudtis  ignorantiam  fateri 
oporteat ; et  cjiiod  ad  moiho’  nm  en- 
rationem  attinet,  stepe  sa'pius  eos  tan- 
tuin  potest  reddere  sanabdes,  qui  ex 
partiiun  solidamm  inutatione  non 
pendeant : nain,  nintata  partis  cnjns- 
vis  fabrica,  tali  ex  causa  a'gritudo 
originein  dncens  pro  insaiiabili  nun- 
qnani  non  babetiir  ; cimi  mini  ad 
vitia  partiuni  solidarmn  tollenda  opis 
in  niedicainentis  insit. 

Lnuin  enimvero  hoc  in  casu  ine- 
dicae  artis  est  svniptomata  mitigare, 
dolores  lenire,  niorbiim  quantum  fieri 
potest  cohibere,  et  dcnique  siquidem 
vitam  ejus  non  amplius  producere 
possit,  zh^ctva<Tiot,v  salteui  inoribnndo  ino- 
liri. 

Cum  io-itur  inedica  ars  bominem 
iminunem  a morte  nullo  modo  red- 
^ dere 
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dere  possit,  propter  irrevocabile  Na- 
turie  decretum,  statiientis  eum  debere 
seniel  mori,  magni  refert,  praebendo 
regulas,  ut  caveat  ne  quis  sepebatur 
priusquam  vitani  exhalaverit:  cujus 
rei  pUiriina  nostris  cliebus  liabemus 
commiseratione  digna  exempla. 

Plu  res  sunt  ex  artis  medicae  pro- 
fessoribus,  eruditissiiui  et  magni  no- 
ininis  viri,  qui  ingenia  sua  defatiga- 
runt  in  investigandis  variis  mortis 
signis,  aliquibus  post  mortem  trans- 
actis  horis,  uti  Lancisius,  Morgag- 
nius,  Plenckius  et  alii ; sed  symptoma 
mortis  pathognomonicum,  in  homine, 
nondum  a morte  ejus  suspecta  dimidia 
bora  praeterita,  nemo  quod  sciam 
hactenus  conslmiavit. 

Possem  equidem,  si  vellem,  scrip- 
turn  extendere,  sed  nibil  aliud  face- 
rem,  quam  in  medium  adducere  quod 
alii  multis  curis  et  vigiliis  proprio 
marte  elaborarint.  Ad  rem  igitur 
venio. 

Si  ex  odoratu  bene  concentrati 
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alkali  volatilis  plumaceolis  eo  madi- 
dis  in  iiares  insinuatis,  paiicis  nio- 
mentis  ab  eorum  applicatione  trans- 
actis,  praegressa  expiratioiie  solita  lon- 
giori,  sipuma  levis  in  ore  appareat, 
en  mortis  pathognomonicuin  sigiuim  ! 

Explicationem  liujus  phaenoineni 
ignoro. 

Ccrtitudo  signi,  iie  in  re  tanti  mo- 
menti  fallatiir  medicus,  coinprobatur 
moxae  applicatione  immediate  sub 
capite  ossis  peronei  iitriiisq;  cruris, 
qua  superbcialiter  pertransit  nervus 
popliteus  cutaneus  externus.  Si,  fi- 
nita  hac  innocua  operatione,  ne  mini- 
mam  prsebeat  vitalitatis  notam  qui 
earn  subierit,  mortuus  pro  certo  haberi 
debet;  fieri  enim  non  potest,  ut  hujus 
generis  stimulo  baud  excitetur,  qui 
vita  nondum  functus  sit,  ut  bene 
novit  quisquis  effectus  moxae  in  semet- 
ipso  expertus  fuerit. 

Hanc  postremam  operationem  pro 
criterio  certo  cujuscunq;  generis 

VoL,  y.  1 1 mortis 
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mortis  dubiae  commendo,  et  medici 
spem  nunquam  falsuram  judico. 

Ex  sexaginta  hominibus,  in  quibus 
intra  decern  et  octo  annos  periculum 
feci,  et  symptoma  pathognomonicum 
apparuit,  nec  ullus  minimum  vitali- 
tatis  dedit  signum,  quamvis  moxam 
in  loco  indicate  applicaveram,  et  eo- 
rum  cadavera  non  nisi  post  inceptam 
putredinem  terrae  mandata  fuerunt. 
Tres,  qui  symptoma  non  ostenderunt, 
ad  vitam  fuerunt  restituti  idoneis 
auxiliis  tempestive  adhibitis. 

Si  signum  pathognomonicum  mi- 
nus observetur,  hominem  non  esse 
mortuum  suspicandum  est,  et  statim 
ad  auxilia  medica  confugiendum. 

Si  temperamento  sanguineo  sit  prae- 
ditus,  sanguis  ex  internis  naribus 
idoneo  instrumento  mittendus  est;  et 
utinani  in  suum  pristinum  statum  in- 
strumentum  in  hunc  finem  olim, 
credo,  Lentodoxon  nominatum  restitu- 
eretur!  Nam  ex  hac  operatione  plures 
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conseqiii  effectus  salutares  in  variis 
capitis  inorbis  ipse  observavi. 
collocari  debet  capite  aliquantum 
erecto,  iit  sanguis  foras  exeat.  Vena 
quoque  saphena  ineidenda,  et  clyster 
ex  tribus  vel  quatuor  uiiciis  aceti 
aquae  sufficiente  quantitate  dilutis 
injiciendus.  Ante  omnia  autein  magni 
interest  aditum  aeri  in  pulmones  ape- 
rire,  linguam  a palato,  cui  his  in 
casibus  saepissime  adhaeret,  spatula  se- 
parando.  Ex  hac  sola  siinplici  opera- 
tione,  cum  aeris  ventilatione,  duo  ho- 
mines pro  mortuis  habitos  ad  vitam 
redditos  vidi. 

Si  habitum  corporis  habeat  debi 
lem,  applico  statim  cordis  scrobiculo 
ad  augendam  sensibilitatem  panem 
tostum,  vino  calidissimo,  vel  aqua 
vitae,  addito  cinnamomo,  madidum; 
pedes  pannis  laneis  calidis  involvo; 
interne  parvam  subinde  adhibeo 
quantitatem  aquae  mehssae,  cum  ali- 
quibus  guttis  alkali  volatilis  diudi ; 
temporibus  nannusq;  vinum  caliduin 
I I 2 iniVico  ; 
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infrico ; snppositoriuin  irritans  ano 
irijicio. 

Tandem  in  omnibus  casibus  ad 
moxae  applicationem  devenio,  et  si  his 
auxiiiis  non  siiscitentiir,  homines  in 
umbra  mortis  sedere  judico. 

Hijec  omnia,  qme  experimentis 
subjicio  ulterioribus,  et  tno  judicio, 
sapientissimum  Regale  Londinense 
Medicinae  Collegium,  si  confirmentur, 
hie  et  ubique  gentium  magnum  credo 
aliatura  generi  humano  beneficium. 
Medica  enim  facultas  signo  mortis 
pathognomonico,  quo  caruit  hunc 
usque  in  diem,  ornabitur ; homines 
pro  mortuis  habiti,  symptomate  non 
apparente,  poterunt  fortasse  medicis 
auxiiiis  ad  vitam  redire;  timidi  nullo 
metu  afficientur  ne  vivi  ad  tumulum 
descendant;  et  denique  magistratus 
nominando  peritos  medicos,  ad  haec 
rite  dirigenda,  non  tot  faciet  dispendia, 
cum  major!  generi  humano  heneficio. 
De  his  autem  hactenus.  Restat  tan- 
tum  ut  medicos  obsecrem  obtesterque, 
* adveniente 
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adveniente  casu  mortis  repentinte  sus- 
pect2e,  ne  negligant  hoc  a me  propo- 
situm  experimentuin  quam  citissime 
institiiere.  Monitos  quoqiie  eos  velim, 
vigiles  sint  in  observando  signum  pa- 
thognomonicum  dum  periculum  faci- 
unt;  nam  phienomenon  est  fugax,  et 
temporis  fere  momento  evaiiescit. 


END  OF  VOL.  V. 


G.  WoODFATi,  Printer, 

Anjcl  Court,  Skinner  Street,  t.ondos. 


CORRECTION. 


Page  239,  line  14.  ^jler  otherwise,  adtl,  I suspect,  however,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance is  partly  the  effect  of  the  temporary  distention  of  the  large 
vessels,  from  the  congestion  of  blood  occasioned  by  the  contraction  of 
the  smaller  and  more  superficial  ones,  in  consequence  of  the  impression 
ef  cold;  for  in  the  warm  bath  I have  not  been  able  to  observe  it. 
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